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Bridge and Grog Places Keeping 
Away from Legit Nowadays 


Patrons 





Broadway has more alibis to ex- 
plain why show business is bad than 
any other industry with the ex- 
ception of the stock market. But 
observers have discovered several 
new causes for sagging legit at- 
tendance and support the conten- 
tions rather clearly. Two of these 
deterrent factors are contract 
bridge in the homes and class grog 
shops which attract diners, 

The general depression and the 
presences of too many poor plays 
are conceded but shows’ which 
should command better support are 
affected. 

Popularity of bridge is not denied. 
Certain set nights which in other 
seasons were certain to see well at- 
tended theatres where hit dramas 
are housed, are but ordinary. Indi- 
cations are that bridge gatherings 
keep patrons off Broadway. Same 
applies to nights favored for mu- 
sicals, 

Both bridge and the speaks cost 
money to participants, so it isn’t a 
matter of people not being able to 


(Continued on page 60) 


HOLLWOOD IS RATED 
A VILLAGE AT HEART 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Hollywood is one of the most 
publicized cities in the world. Its 
citizens pride themselves on living 
fin a modern metropolis, but: 

There’s a watering trough for 
horses on Hollywood boulevard. 

Within three blocks of Holly- 
Wood and Vine a windmill draws 
Water. 

Town has a champ horseshoe 
Pitching team. 

Coyotes are not strangers to the 
boulevard at nights. 

If you get up early enough you'll 
find rabbits playing on the front 
lawn. 

And the way gossip travels makes 
Gopher Prairie look like Broadway 
in comparison. 


Chaplin Hides 


London, Nov. 9. 

Charles Chaplin has been in Lon- 
don over two months now without a 
line in the papers and without ap- 
pearing at any affairs. Reason’s a 
secret. He’s been spending six to 
eight hours a day dictating the story 
of his life to a relay of stenogra- 
Phers, 

For years Chaplin has turned 
down the most capable ghost writers 
th America who wanted to become 

© auto part of his autobiography. 
He always insisted he’d do the writ- 
ing himself, if and when. Now the 

Me’s come, 


Chaplin admitted to ‘Variety’ that 











~ aay ts to have the book finished 

SS ov. 15 and will bring the manu- 

7 = back to New York with him 
a 


H near future. 
© refuses to discuss the publish- 


md “rrangements, but it looks pos- 
bette he will issue the tome himself 
‘eving there’s ‘a million in it.’ 








Purity Goes Panze 





Purity Herself, whose other 
name is Radio, is growing up 
and becoming slightly soiled. 
Radio as a public entertain- 
ment medium is around 10 
years old now, and after 10 
years—a panze! 

The first soft character per- 
mitted on the air is the the- 
atrical costume designer in- 
corporated in the Wrigley 
CBS advertising sketch series, 
‘Myrt and Marge,’ which em- 
anates from no place else but 
Chicago. 


ILLUSIONS OF STAGE 
PREYING ON ACTORS 


Paris, Nov. 1. 

Having acted for a year a moving 
part as nun in “Le Chant Du Ber- 
ceau,” Suzanne Lelorme refused to 
act at the Champs-Elysees in a re- 
vival of the play, which is staged 
in a convent. Inquiries demon- 
strated that an alleged trip was 
shielding the fact that she was en- 
tering for good a Dominican nun- 
nery, so much did the play prey on 
her mind. 

Instances of actors affected by 
their part are numerous. A young 
actress in Alfred de Vigny’s ‘Chat- 
terton,’ whose hero commits suicide 
in the play, did it herself by drown- 
ing in the Seine. Another girl who 
acted Kitty Bell in the same play 
also tried to commit suicide. 

Marais, creator of the czar’s mes- 
senger in ‘Michel Strogoff,’ believing 
himself to be that, died a lunatic. 
Duquesnel, who created Napoleon in 
the legit ‘Sans Gene,’ was so much 
impressed by his role that he could 
not dissociate himself from Napo- 
leon. During the showings of 
Gance’s ‘Napoleon’ on the Gaumont 
Palace screen, Albert Dieudonne 
could usually be seen there in a 
very Napoleonic attitude. More re- 
cently a girl acting Joan of Arc in 
a religious play in the provinces be- 
came insane at her supposed burn- 
ing at the stake, actually believing 
herself to be Joan of Arc. 

















Cops Forgot 





Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 
Everything was set last Wednes- 


day (4) for a police raid on ‘Nine 
o’Clock Revue’, now playing down- 


a 





town at the Majestic. Cops had 
been tipped off to drop in, and one 
of the blackouts had been dirtied a 
little so they could make a pinch 

With ‘Girl Crazy’ as 
the co-op musical figured it could 
use the publicity. 

Somebody blundered. Or forgot. 
Anyhow no cops, no raid and oe) 
publicity. 


opposition, 





GLEAN UP ORDERS 
FOR “DAILY NEWS’ 


No More Scandal Stories 
Based on Rumors for 
N. Y. Paper — Scripps- 
Howard Sheet Answers 
Hearst Campaign Against 
Feature Film on Tabloids 








‘5 STAR FINAL’ PROMPTS 


‘Five Star Final,’ either as a play 
or a film, is causing a furore in 
journalistic circles months after it 
has closed as a play and while it is 
still being released around the 
country as a picture. It may have 
had its effect upon America’s biggest 
tabloid daily, for the New. York 
‘Daily News’ has received clean-up 
orders. 

Meanwhile the Hearst papers are 
giving ‘Final,’ as a picture, terrific 
lacings in type wherever Hearst 
has a paper, pointing it out as an 
affront to all newspapers, a disgrace 
to the picture industry, etc., thereby 
mightily swelling business for the 
film. 

On the opposite side is the 
Scripps-Howard chain of papers 
which have commenced to answer 


(Continued on page 6) 





RENO GAMBLING 


TALENT NEAR 
BREADLINE 


Reno, Nov. 9. 

Unable to pay high rents and $15 
per shift to dealers, gambling house 
proprietors are busier now closing 
up games than they are raking in 
chips. The drop in business has 
been sudden and heart breaking and 
it is not expected to revive until 
March. 

At present there are but 53 me- 
chanical gambling games and 29 
card games running in Reno. The 

(Continued on page 47) 





Nation’s Wealthiest Town 
Chafes at Theatre Delay 


Brookline, Mass., Nov. 9. 

This wealthiest town in these 
United States, which until this year 
always had banned theatres, is wit- 
nessing the strange paradox of 
Selectmen ordering that construc- 
tion of a theatre be speeded. In 
fact, officials have notified Publix 
that if work doesn't start soon on 
its proposed house the permit will 
be revoked. 

Citizens finally voted for a the- 
atre and they want it without un- 
necessary delay. 


_ 





ABLOID TURNS DECENT 








Swaffer Wins 





When Sydney Carroll, 
noted London drama critic, 
was .about to sail for New 
York, Hannen Swaffer said: 

‘You won't be around a 
table with any journalistic 
group over there for 20 minutes 
before my name will be men- 


the 


tioned.’ 
Recently reaching New York, 
Mr. Carroll was invited to 


lunch with some of the lights 
of the New York ‘Times’ in the 
restaurant of that building. 
Recalling the confident Swaff’s 
remark, Carroll kept tab on his, 
wrist watch. 

He had been at the table 
exactly 18 minutes when 
Swaff's name was brought up 
by one of the New Yorkers. 











JURY PLAY CENSOR 
FOR LEGIT IS READY 


Broadway censorship plan ‘evolved 
by Equity, Theatre League and the 
American Arbitration Association 


should be ready to function within 
a week. Final selection of the 100 
names for the panel from which a 
jury of five will be selected to look 
at questionable shows was to have 
been made Friday (6). League and 
the AAA were to do the picking. 

Clause in the agreement between 
the Managers Protective Associa- 
tion and Equity will allow Equity 
to call.out cast when the play jury 
unanimously agrees on that way on 
a play. Clause, when drawn in 1924, 
named the American Theatre Board 
instead of the present system, with 
Equity also agreeing to do the same 
should the Board decease but an- 
other group take its place. Latter 
has happened with the present 
panel replacing and recognized by 
Equity. 

Juries will consist of three men 
and two women, 


Dude Ranches Are No 
Place for Wayward Youth 


Reno, Nov. 9. 

Dude ranch atmosphere is entirely 
too hot for wild youth to come in 
contact with, ruled Judge H. W. 
Edwards in District Court. Proba- 
tion officer told the judge that he 
could land a 7ob for a wayward boy 
of 18 at a dude ranch if the judge 
would grant him probation on a six 
months’ jail sentence for stealing a 
|couple of slot machines. 
‘Not at a dude ranch,’ the judge 

















|said. ‘Get him a job if you can, but 
keep him away from the dude | 
|}ranches, He’d be better off in jail. 


They step too fast and in too many 
ways at those ranches.’ 


Studios Pay $500,000 for Own Cop 
System; Also Elaborate Espionage 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Annual studio police bill runs 
over $500,000 for uniformed men, ex- 
cluding the elaborate espionage sys- 
tems which some lots carry in all 
departments. Regular workers are 
hired in various production branches 
to keep their eyes and ears open for 
petty thefts, leakage of secrets and 
to spot any outcroppings of anar- 
chism and sabotage, These people 
are appointed usually on the sayso 
of the studio‘s police chiefs, 

Number of men patrolling studio 
beats in Hollywod outnumbers the 
regular Hollywood police depart- 
ment of 162 and in Culver City are 
almost three to one in comparison 
with the C. C. force, 

In addition to the uniformed men 
acting on gates, information desks, 
;} sets and nightwatching, most of the 
!studios employ two or three plain- 
!clothesmen each for on and off the 
lot service. These men are usually 
called on to investigate crank 
trouble which stars are subject to, 
as well as thefts from the studios, 

Ex-Cops No Got 

Average pay of the coppers is $30 
a week and while some companies 
employ a few policemen, most find 

(Continued on page 47) 


FIGHT FILMS ADDED TO 
RING BOUTS, AND AT 35 


Minneapolis, Novy. 9. 
Local boxing club is running 
films, added, for its fight programs 
at the Municipal Auditorium. Tried 
out in connection with its card last 
week and, with the cheapest seats 
cut to a new low, 35c., drew nearly 
5,000 people, despite program lacked 
names. 
Picture shown had views from out- 
standing bouts of the past 25 years. 
Ensuing films will be along simi- 
lar lines. 


Big Chance for Red-Head 


A chance for quick talker stardom 
awaits a red headed New York girl 
of the proper shade, size and shape. 
Metro is looking for her for the lead 
in Katherine Brush’s ‘Red Headed 
Woman.’ 

The type wanted is built along 
Clara Bow lines. 
have to be exactly red, but must be 
able to take dye if a genuine red 
can’t be found. 























Chamber of Commerce voted in 
| 


Beautless Galveston 
Galveston, Nov. 9, 


favor of continuing the annual 
beauty carnival here, but put on 
reverse English when it added a 
| rider giving no financial aid to the 


proposition. 

Without the backing of the 
chamber, the project seems to be 
washed up, 
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Jealousy and Hollywood as Seen 
On the Inside by Pro Show Wives 


Love affairs are uppermost in the 
minds of young screen actresses 
as well as any other girls. 

Sue Carroll, Dixie Lee, and 
Claudia Dell get interviewed with 
nothing to say about their careers 
but plenty to say about men. Sue 
and Dixie feel that they are plenty 
lucky because they snatched some- 
thing good in the male line out of 
Hollywood. 

‘If you give a man the air out 
there, he won't feel badly,’ said 
Sue. ‘He can console himself im- 
mediately with some one just as 
attractive in no time.’ 

‘No girl c.n get very conceited’ 
said Dixie, ‘because someone more 
beautiful than you are is always 
coming around the corner.’ 

So Hollywood beauties make dot- 
ing wives as Bing Crosby and Nick 
Stuart must know by this time. 
In fact for girls to have been able 
to marry attractive men right in 
the profession and so settle every- 
thing so nicely is just too swell for 
words it would seem, 

‘When Nick,’ said Sue, ‘gets a 
new leading woman I am always 
worried, but as soon as she starts 
stepping back on him, he’s through 
and my mind is at rest. But I 
am always: jealous. Once when we 
were first married and he was sup- 
posed to play in a nude bathing 
scene with some girls I said I was 
finished with him if he went into 
that scene. So Nick pretended that 
he had a sore. leg and they got a 
double for him.’ 

‘I’m certainly glad that Bing is 
a singer and doesn’t get mixed up 
with women when he goes on the 
air,’ said Dixie. 


Claudia was rather out of all this |, 


because she is not married. ‘And 
why den't you get married? Marry 
Eddie,’ asked Sue. 

Claudia giggled. 

There are no attractive men in 
New York according to the girls 
Not one. 

Disturbers 


Film chatterers try their best to 
break up these happy Hollywood 
n.arriages. 

‘Once,’ said Sue, ‘a film writer 
wanted to interview Nick and my- 
self about what we did not like 
about each other. I said to Nick 
there was plenty I did not like 
about him, but I didn’t want to 
tell the public. So the chatterer 
said to me, ‘But it would be a good 
story. Does he snore for instance.’ 
I said, if he did snore, it only con- 
cerned me I was sure.’ 

And chatterers wanted to inter- 
view Dixie on what she and Byng 
fought over. In fact just last week 
the chatterers had them divorced. 


March East for 2 


Freddie March comes east again 
for Paramount this month to do two 
pictures at the Long Island studio. 
Trip about makes March the champ 
traveler of all Par’s players. 








First picture may be ‘Cloudy 
With Showers,’ opposite Nancy 


Carroll, and the second is ‘Mislead- 
ing Lady’ with Claudette Colbert. 
These features are among the few 
left on Paramount's eastern sched- 
ule. 

‘Showers’ is current as a legit 
play at the Morosco, 





Terris’ ‘Perfect Woman’ 
Idea Depends on Cash 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Tom Terris, who made the ‘Vaga- 
bond Director’ series, will find the 
most perfect woman in the world 
if he can first find the cash. 

He has about closed with a back- 
er who will finance his proposed 
trip around the’ world for a series 
of 26 one-reelers based on the most 
perfect woman in each country 
visited. 

Also, iz the coin holds out, he 
will go on the air and tell about 
his trip as he did with his for- 
mer travel shorts. 








In Another Class 


Boston, Nov. §. 

Estelle Taylor visited Bos- 
ton’s City Hall and leaving, she 
was about to sign the visitor's 
book. Glancing at the signa- 
ture of the last visitor, she 
saw the name of Benny Leon- 
ard. 

Handing the pen back to 
Mayor Curley, she said “After 
all these years with’ a heavy- 
weight, you can’t expect me to 
sign with a lightweight.’ 











Par Takes First Original 
Under New Payment Plan 


Paramount has taken its first 
original written under its newly in- 
stalled partial payment plan for au- 
thors. Script is tentatively called 
‘Spoiled Baby,’ and is by Don Hen- 
derson Clarke. Clarke was also the 
first scribbler to go Par on this 
system. 


John O’Larkin has been set at 
Paramount for an original. He will 
work in the same way. 


Gitta Alpar in Talker 


Berlin, Oct. 30. 
The famous singer, Gitta Alpar, 
is to appear in a sound picture 
Her success in the ‘Dubarry’ has 
electrified the film industry. 


She has been engaged by Cinema- 
Weltvertrieb (Muelleneisen), as star 
for a new production, ‘Madame ent- 
deckt ihr Herz’ (‘Madame Discovers 
Her Heart’). 

Dr. Johannes Brandt and Ernest 
Fey will write the script, after an 
idea by Tilde Foerster. The part- 
ner will be Gustav Froehlich. 
Film will start on Jan. 4, 











Spanish Fiesta at L. A. 
Turns Out All Scotch 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Film industry has given up hope 
of extracting from the Los Angeles 
Fiesta committee money due the 
Motion P&ture Relief Fund. The 
Fiesta crowd, which made all kinds 
of promises to the studios if they 
would help put over the recent 
civic event, are now passing out 
alibis, 

Industry had not set amount it 
was to receive agreement being the 
Fiesta group would turn over a 
‘suitable’ sum to the Fund. The 
synonym looks like zero. 





Pola’s Pair 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Pola Negri’s next picture for 
RKO-Pathe may not be made until 
the spring and be placed on next 
year’s program, 
Miss Negri will not make more 
than two a year for Pathe 





Flies for Ballet 
Harold Hecht lett by plane for 
Hollywood Monday (2) on a spe- 
cial assignment for Radio. He'll 
help in the staging of ballet scenes 
for a new Lily Damita film. 
It’s Hecht’s first assignment for 





pictures. He's from legit. 
SAILINGS 
Nov. 18 (New York to Berlin) 
Vicki Baum (Bremen). 


Nov. 14 (New York to Honolulu). 
B. A. Rolfe (Virginia). 

Nov. 11 (New Orleans to Havana) 
Ernesto Lecuona, Alberto Bolet, Sol 
Pinelli, Carmen Burguette, Armondo 
Mario (Atenas). 

Nov. 11 (London to Los Angeles) 
Elissa Landi, Estelle Brody, Coun- 
tess Zanardi Landi. (Mauretania). 

Nov. 10 (New York to Paris) Mr. 


and Mrs. A. J. Balaban and family 
(lle de France). 
Nov. 6 (New York to London) 








Most berrowers are long on a 
short memory. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 





George M. 
(Olympic). 
Nov. 5 (London to New 
Jane Sels (lle de France). 
Nov. 5 (London to New York): 
Ruby Ayres, Florence Kilpatrick, 
Olive Maine (Aquitania). 
Nov. 5 (London to New York): 


Cohan, Bert Feibleman 


York) 











' Frederick Lonsdale (Ile de France). 
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WILL MAHONE 


in “EARL CARROLL’S VANITIES” 
The London “Daily Mail’ said, “A 
pair of crazy feet and a smile made 


their appearance last night and 
within a few minutes had the audi- 


ence laughing louder than I have 
heard in a long time. The ow ner of 
the feet and smile was Mr. Will 


Mahoney. He is the very essence 
of a true comedian.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 





Selfridge’s Election 
Party Draws Crowd of 
Titles and Many More 


London, Oct. 29. 

Election Night in London, Oct. 
27, although following perhaps the 
most sensational vote known in 
British politics, was one of the 
quietest on record, with little of the 
usual high spirits. 
Clubs, hotels, cabarets and res- 


taurants generally did a good trade, 
but the evening was subdued. 

There were more parties flung 
than usual, but after the first re- 
sults had come through the sweep- 
ing victory became obvious. 

Fog hung densely over the town, 
dislocating the traffic, hindering 
the news service and dampening 
what little ardor the crowds had 
had to start. 

The biggest of the parties, as 
usual, was Gordon Selfridge’s, held 
on the top floor of his store in Ox- 
ford street. Nearly 3,000 people 
turned up, the stage and screen be- 
ing more strongly represented than 
society. The Aga Khan led the field 
among the titles present, supported 
by Lord and Lady Ashfield and 
Lord Camrose, owner of the ‘Tele- 
graph. Sir Arthur Pinero and Sir 
Nigel Playfair weighed in~ with 
titles from the stage. , 

John Gilbert was there, over- 
looked by the gossipers; Charlie 
Chaplin, too. Jack Buchanan turned 
heads his way, and Sari Maritza 
got her name mentioned. Noel Cow- 
ard, Yvonne Arnaud, Edna Best, 
Herbert Marshall, Binnie Hale, Fay 
Compton, Bobbie Howes and Cedric 
Hardwicke were leaders in the stage 
stakes, 

There was more real election ex- 
citement at the Selfridge spread 
than anywhere else, the results be- 
ing received with great applause, in 
strange contrast to the previous 
party, when the steady Socialist 
victories spread gloom over the 
feast. 

There was a big crowd at the 
Embassy, where people like Lora 
Furness and Lady Chesham brought 
parties. Lady Milbanks, wife of the 
boxing baronet, led a party there. 

At four the following morning the 
West End was still pretty full. By 
five it was clearing,( the fog had 
lifted, the workers were drifting 
home and wondering why they had 
stayed up all night. 








BROTHERS TRYING 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Couple of brothers of the famous 
are around Hollywood, trying to 
bust in. Jesse Tibbett, tenor, broth- 
er of Lawrence, has been on the 
minor radio stations. 
Bob Crosby, Bing’s brother, starts 
this week at the Hotel Roosevelt’s 
Blossom room with the band. 


JOAN AND DOUG EAST 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Joan Crawford and Doug Fair- 
banks, Jr., go east late this week for 
some vacationing. 
Idea is to dispel separation ru- 
mors, if any, while in New York. 








How It Starts 





Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Paramount writer who has 
turned out nothing in months 
is burning because the studio 
isn’t paying any attention to 
him, 

‘If these people don’t get 
wise to themselves,’ he bleated, 
they’ll force me to write a cou- 
ple of plays.’ 











Stooging for Joe Laurie, 
What-a-Man Finds Career 


Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 

Rev. What-a-Man Hudson and 
the Rev. Ma Kennedy-Hudson, 
Aimee Semple McPherson-Hutton’s 
mom, don’t look as if they'll click 
at the marital stuff. Indications 
arose during their opening (and 
closing) vaude week at the Golden 
Gate, San Francisco, when Ma 
manifested a distrustful nature of 
her What-a-Man by making him 
sign a formal note for a $125 ad- 
vance, 

This legal note, signed by her 
honey, was tendered on the Golden 
Gate boxoffice for collection. 

Audience laffed at Ma on her en- 
trance, but when she got real seri- 
ous the public grew likewise and 
stayed away, resulting in a busto- 
crusto at the Gate with $13,000, less 
than the preceding week’s gross and 
not commensurate with a $2,000 at- 
traction. 

Joe Laurie, Jr. picked up What-a- 
Man as a glorified stooge, the RKO 
circuit paying the Rev. $400 for his 
additional two weeks in Oakland 
and locally. This about equals the 
$300 net he was payrolled at by Ma. 
Latter had it all figured to net 
$1,500 for herself out of the two 
g's. 








Mamoulian’s Party 


Tollywood, Nov. 9. 

More and more infrequent custom 
of a director throwing a party for 
the staff upon completion of the 
film was revived by Rouben Ma- 
moulian when ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ was finished at Paramount. 

Mamoulian had about 100 actors, 
technicians and others comprising 
the film’s staff at the Russian- 
American club for dinner, which 
was topped by a number of skits 
and specialties all poking fun at 
the director and other staff mem- 
bers. 

Cameramen gave their version of 
Mamoulian’s moving shots with a 
camera that was passed from hand 
to hand like a basketball. Fredric 
March, star of the film, did a take- 
off on the director and Bob Lee, his 
assistant, discussing the next shot. 
Edgar Norton and Halliwell Hobbs 
did their version of ‘Jekyll & 
Hyde’ and the grips showed how the 
transformation scene was accom- 
plished, with Oscar, the Paramount 
bootblack, as the Hyde character. 

Karl Struss, head cameraman, 
modeled’ ladies’ hats, while Travis 
Banton, Par designer, gave the 
vocal description, and Samuel Hof- 
fenstein authored a skit, ‘Dr. Bala- 
ban and Mr. Katz’ in honor of the 
new Par finances, 


Ungar Holds Daily 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Threatened with a possible physi- 
cal breakdown, Arthur Ungar has 
postponed publication of his pro- 
posed trade paper, ‘Ungar’s Daily.’ 
Sheet’s debut now off for a month 








while Ungar convalesces in the 
desert. 
TOOTH DELAYS TRIP 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


Marilyn Miller is in Hollywood 
hospital with an infected jaw bone 
resulting from an abscessed tooth 
and has postponed her return to 
New York for two weeks. 

Miss Miller intended to leave here 
tomorrow (Tuesday). 





Vincent’s First 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


Allen Vincent, legit player, 
brought to Paramount several 
weeks ago, goes into ‘Second 





Chang’ as his first tryout. 


——» 


Raphaelson, Successful Scenarist, 
Belittles Activity of Coast Agents 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Samson Raphaelson, 
and author of the play 


playwright 
‘The Jazz 
one of the earliest talking 


Singer, 


picture successes, and now under 


contract to Paramount adapting 


‘One Hour With You’ from Ernest 
‘Marriage 


Pascal's Circle,’ for 


Maurice Chevalier, has plenty to 


talk about on the agents’ situation, 
At a social gathering which 


was 
also attended by Chevalier, Ernst 
Lubitsch, -who will direct; Oscar 
Strauss, who will compose; Leo 


Robin, the American lyricist; Leo- 
pold Marchand, the French librettist 
who will do the French version, and 
Andre Herve, who will write the 
French lyrics, Raphaelson had much 
to say about the way Joyce & Selz- 
nick handled him. 

Labeling the agents, as a class 
with few exceptions, as a scavenger 
who lives off the creative 
of others, Raphaelson admittedly 
nurtures a grouch because of his 
present legal complications with the 
Joyce & Selznick agency. Latter 
has twice sued, following attache 
ment, and twice been successful, 
Raphaelson is appealing. Whether 
legally held in the wrong, the play- 
wright-scenarist states his, cone- 
science will not permit voluntary 
satisfaction of the agency’s claims 
without a legal struggle, because of 
the ‘raw deal’ he claims he received, 


Didn’t Help Him 


His signing of a contract wtih 
J&S dates back to Universal when, 
states Raphaelson, he believed he 
was to pay commish on anything in 
excess of a figure U had already of- 
fered him. It wound up that J&S 
secured the same figure from Uni- 
versal which Raphaelson could have 
had. 

Now on his Paramount contract, 
which runs from $1,000 to $3,500, 
the agents are proceeding against 
him indef. 

Raphaelson quotes statements by 
agents who brag that they don’t 
give a hoot about studio executives 
since they, as agents, earn more 
than many studio execs. 


Splits and Cut-Ins 


The agents’ general contracts 
with inner studio bunch, with split 
commissions, cut-ups, ‘presents’ and 
entertainment, cases of booze, etc, 
have always been under fire. Right 
now, With the intra-studio tightene 
ing up and cleaning up, factionally 
and politically, on home office ine 
structions, the agents thing is gete 
ting special attention. P 

But Raphaelson, like others, at 
first labored under the impression 
that the rich and austere agents 
have an influence far beyond their 
office desks. Raphaelson talks of 
his concern about those nightly 
poker and bridge games when pere 
haps his name might come up bee 
fore an exec, and perhaps a dis- 
gruntled 10 percenter might express 
himself negatively. Hence the 10% 
commish comes down to a form of 
tribute for the purpose of fostering 
good will. But having written 
Chevalier’s successful ‘Smiling 
Lieutenant’ and now doing another, 
Raphaelson has learned differently. 
Writer also spoke about Vicki 
Baum, author of ‘Grand Hotel,’ who 
also happened to be there. He, like 
Mrs. Oscar Strauss, who was the 
hostess, mentioned later how @ 
number of agents, both German and 
American, ‘cut up’ Miss Baum. She 
gives up 17% to one agent, and ad 
ditional cuts to two or three others. 
In addition there’s a 60% income 
tax on the gross she must pay in 
Germany. Also between her orig 
inal German publishers, the Brite 
ish and the American publishers, 
her royalty percentage on the novel, 
‘Grand Hotel,’ isn’t at all what she 
would like. 

So far as the play is concerned— 
and this was :n incident which Frau 


abilities 


Strauss contributed—the Variety’ 
grosses, for one thing, are widely 
read in Europe. She mentioned 


how the Vienna, Berlin and Puda- 
pesth producers, playbrokers and 
authors kept tabs on their royalty 
statements or prospective earnings 





from the ‘Variety’ legit grosses 
And, she added, ‘I'm going to ! jake 
Vicki investigate those $15,000 )ox- 
office statements she has been sete 
ting from Mr. Herman Shumlin bee 
cause I see ‘Variety’ has been «uote 


ing around $22,000 and $23,000." 


~eM 





“yy 
oe 





ba 


ty! 
for 
an 
SCI 
tes 
col 
tri 
his 
for 








aft 
wit 
ing 
gen 
hin 





Leo 
two a 

Wa 
Hoba: 
Claim; 
on hi 
ho ow 






contr: 
arran 








> 


=5 S&S 


— i +e 
+ WR 


.0 


n. 
is 
st 
ir 


I= 
st 
id 


ch 


Z= 


er 
es 


lis 
he 


he 
ul, 
ier 


ne 
ry 
ms 

of 


ed. 


tih 
en, 
he 
in 
of < 
&S 
ni- 
ive 


ict, 
00, 
nst 


by 
n't 
ves 
ore 


icts 
plit 
and 
tC. 
ght 
ene 
ally 
ine 
rete 
at 
sion 
ents 
heir 
; of 
itly. 
yere 
bee 
dis- 
ress 
10% 
2 of 
ring 
tten 
ling 
her, 
ntly. 
‘icki 
who 
like 
the 
y) &@ 
and 
she 
ad- 
ners. 
“ome 
y in 
prige- 
Brite 
hers, 
ovel, 
t she 


ned— 
Frau 
riety’ 
-dely 
ioned 
3uda- 

and 
yyalty 
nings 
o. ses 
1 jake 
) )oxe- 
, ete 

pe- 
(udte 

















fuesday, November 10, 1931 


PicCTrUREsS 


VARIETY 








Casen:al Lealie Hoverd- snd. Wiles 


Show Legit Actors’ Picture Problems 





Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Life of the legit player imported 
into pictures is still no bed of roses. 
For everyone who wins his 
gpurs there is another gone back 
east without seemingly getting a 
proper chance or co-operation. 
What the legit player has to meet 
is exemplified in the cases of Les- 


lie Howard and the late Robert 
Williams. 
Howard was drawing $2,500 a 


week, but was told he could never 
get over in pictures. However, the 
company would re-sign him at 
$1,250 a week with options and use 
him as a ‘utility player’. 

Howard refused and went back 
to legit. Sincs then the same com- 
pany has been cabling him to come 
back at $35,000 a picture. 

Case of Williams was perhaps more 
typica!. He was engaged by Pathe 
for ‘Rebound’ on a 10 weeks’ guar- 


antee, sight unseen, so far as a 
screen was concerned. He was 
tested on arriving here and the 


company, dissatisfied with the trial, 
tried to settle for five weeks and 
his return east. Williams held out 
for the original guarantee. 

Then the company asked would 
he agree to an operation to make 
his face more pictureable? He 
would, but Mrs. Williams stepped 
in, objecting strenuously to the fa- 
cial twisting. 

Company then used him as is in 
*Rebound.’ 

Williams finished the 10 weeks, 
Columbia using him for one. His 
untimely death last week came just 
after he contracted for five years 
with Pathe, where the execs point- 
ing to his work in ‘Devotion’, the 
general react.on and fan letters for 
him since the picture opened. 


ELISSA LANDI BACK AT 
FOX DUE TO ‘TICKET’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Elissa Landi, who sails from Lon- 
don Nov. 11, is expected back on the 
Fox lot around Nov. 23. Miss Landi 
completed three pictures for that 
company, which had been reported 
ready to let her go, and then ‘The 
Yellow Ticket,’ her final film, was 
released, 

It is on the basis of ‘Ticket’ that 
Fox is again negotiating with Miss 
Landi with the terms of the over- 
tures not known. No picture has 
as yet been set for continuance of 
her Fox stay. 

Miss Landi’s mother, Countess 
Zanardi Landi, will accompany the 
actress here. 


me aT ae 


Harry Arthur. 
Irving Barry. 
Harry Woodin. 
Mac Guest. 
Adolph Zukor. 
Harold Hecht. 
Eddie Curtis. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Regis Toomey. 

W. F. Canavan. 
Jos. N. Weber, 
Vicki Baum, 
Fanchon. 

Lil Dagover. 

Claud Allister, 
Edna May Oliver, 
Cora Witherspoon. 
Ona Munson. 
Dorothy Hall. 
Lilyan Tashman. 
Helen Twelvetrees. 
Ed Smith. 

Al Lewis. 

Mike Marco. 
Howard Hughes. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Joan Crawford. 

















Morrison’s % Hunt 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Leo Morrison is after cammish on 
two actors, 
Wants $1,600 thus far on Rose 
Hobart’s Universal contract and 
Claims $1,000 from Spencer Tracy 


on his Fox contract. Piayers say 
no Owe, 





Flavin at U 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
James Flavin arrived at Universal 
ity Saturday (7) with an acting 
Contract in his pocket. Usual term 





Over the Hill Rules 





Denver, Nov. 9. 

If you can dig up the price 
of a picture show or own an 
auto, you can’t expect help 
from the Elbert county corm- 
missioners. Among new rules 
adopted by the county bosses 
are: 


‘No county aid will be ex- 


tended any person or family 
who attends or permits any 
member to attend picture 


shows or places of amusement 
where admission is charged. 

‘No county aid will be ex- 
tended to any person or family 
owning or operating an auto- 
mobile.’ 





| 








FANCK FROM BERLIN 


Director Coming Over for One Uni- 
versal Picture 





Berlin, Nov. 9. 

Arnold Fanck, one of the more 
prominent German picture directors, 
has been taken by Universal. Con- 
tract was handed Fanck by Paul 
Kohner, his rep here, 

Fanck authored ‘White Hell of Piz 
Palu,’ his most prominent film. He’ll 
arrive in Hollywood Feb. 1 to make 
but one picture. 


MORE FILMS WORKING, 
BUT FEWER EXTRAS 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

The mob shrunk some more last 
week. Average of 694 extras work- 
ing daily was the worst in two 
months. That despite the up-trend 
of the production curve the past 
two weeks, 36 features shooting last 
week and a dozen scheduled to start 
this week. 

Peak day for extras was Thurs- 
day (5), when 872 paychecks were 
distributed by Central Casting Bu- 
reau. Biggest individual set that 
day had only 106 people on it, how- 
ever. That was E. H. Griffith's 
ballroom for the Constance Ben- 
nett picture, ‘Lady With A Past’ at 
Pathe. 

One bigger set was staged Tues- 
day at Columbia, Frank Capra 
winding up ‘Forbidden’ with 190 
on a New York street scene. 














Stars on Broadcast 


In the special nation-wide broad- 
casts in behalf of the Unemploy- 
ment Relief Fund next Sunday (15) 
stars and talent from the picture 
studios in New York and Hollywood 
will participate. 

S. L. (Roxy) Rothafel is confer- 
ring with Charles McCarthy (Par) 
and Mark Luescher (RKO) and 
James Wilkerson (Hays office) pre- 
paring the scheduled list of celebs. 

Roxy has made a special appeal 
to the Hollywood studios for as 
many prominent players to person- 
ally appear before the mikes as 
possible. 








Felix Coming East 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


Seymour Felix’ Fox contract ex- 
pires Nov. 19. He'll probably go 
east after that date to stage a new 
Ziegfeld show. 

Felix came out from Broadway 
two years ago as dance director for 
musical talkers. For the past year 
he’s been a full fledged director. 





Marjorie White’s 2-Act 


Marjorie White is returning to 
vaudeville after three years in talk- 
ers for Fox. She'll appear with her 
husband, Ed Tierney, in a turn 
framed by Sammy Tishman. 

Opens Nov. 21 for RKO at the 
Coliseum, New York. 


Pope’s Yarn on Marines 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


Fox has purchased from Richard 
Pope his ‘Black Shadows,’ a story of 





arrangement. 


the marines 


Bankrupt on Coast 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


Latest Coast bankrupts are Sam- 
uel Freedman of the Universal 
shorts department, owing $154,366, 
and Murray Smith, Coast ‘June 
Moon’ pianist, with $3,566 in la- 
bilities, 

Freedman’s debts are mostly 
notes, largest being for $11,565 given 
John and Anna Wagner in 1924. 
Others are $22,500 to Central Trust 
Co. of Cincinnati; Sidney Bieber, 
Washington, $8,000; and Pacific 
Mortgage Guarantee Co., $5,719. 
| Books, clothes and furniture only 
| assets. 


Trying to Make 
Pansies of Film 

















He-Men on Coast 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Current protest by the studios 
against the opinion of pictures and 
picture people created by fan mag- 
azines, while it has the blurb writer 
in a quandary has not changed the 
foolish requests made of studio p. 
as. 

If the opinion of the public is 
moulded by these writers, then 
those who are at present scribbling 
are making a flock of pansies out of 
the he men in picture and reversing 
the English on the femme players. 

One studio received a typewritten 
request from a fan mag writer last 
week for some information on one 
of its male stars. Request sounded 
foolish on paper but looked worse 
when it was discovered the writer 
is the mother of a male star. 

Pyjamas and Boudoir 

Her request was as follows: 

‘Kindly let me have the following 
information on your star,———_——_, 
as soon as possible for an article to 
be published in January’s edition: 

‘Color of his boudoir, color and 
style of his pyjamas, are the 
pyjamas selected to harmonize with 
the boudoir, what color, what color 
is his bathroom, Does his cook plan 
his meals, is his cook white, colored, 
Japanese or Chinese, what is his 
preference in jewelry, what make 
motor car does he drive, what style 
and color of material does he use 
in his business, sport and evening 
clothes, is his haired dyed, if so, 
what difference has it made in his 
personality ?’ 

Star mentioned is a regular guy, 
but if anything like that informa- 
tion appeared in print he’d be 
ruined. People in the provinces 
don’t know from this ‘boudoir’ busi- 
ness and might think he belonged to 
the Earquay Indians. 

Studio tabled the story. 


Buddy Rogers’ Ifs 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Charles (Buddy) Rogers gets 
through at Par around Jan. 1 with 
‘Jazz King’ his final assignment. 
This despite that his Par contract 
has technically lapsed. Rogers is 
taking a band away with him and 
will probably break the jump to 
Broadway with some personal ap- 
pearances for Publix enroute. 

Rogers states he had $8,500 worth 
of contracts available a couple of 
months back which he couldn't ac- 
cept because of his Par obligations. 
Through his friend, Rudy Vallee, he 
edged toward NBC and could have 
had the Waldorf-Astoria at $3,000; 
a part in ‘Vanities’ at $2,500, and a 
radio commercial to make up the 
balance. 

The screen juve is penciled in for 
a Ziegfeld musical by Lew Brown 
and Ray Henderson, ‘Best Wishes,’ 
having talked to Ziggy when the 
latter was here recently. 


McCarthy South 


J. J. McCarthy will not rejoin Fox 
or go west. 

Probable that the showman will 
leave New York for Florida after 
the first of the year, and remain 
there ’till the flowers bloom again 
up here. 


CARROL GRAHAM WEDS 


Carrol iraham, co-author of 
‘Queer People,’ was married in Cal- 
gary recently to Pearl McGregor. 
Couple came on to New York and 
will leave for Paris shortly. 

Graham will join his brother, 

















Garret, in Paris. 





Says John 


Toronto, Nov. 9. 
John McCormack, Irish tenor, 
is all washed 


up on pictures. 
‘Sex appeal did me in,’ he said. 
‘That’s something you can't 
buy, beg, borrow, steal or get 


on the cuff. And I haven't got 
it. The film people said so.’ 
‘What do you care?’ he was 


asked. ‘Your’re a millionaire.’ 
‘Yeah?’ said John, ‘I was a 
millionaire.’ 











Chevaher as Reonlar 
Road Attraction for 
Dillmgham, All Alone 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Following completion of his next 
two films at Paramount, Maurice 
Chevalier will make a solo trans- 
continental stage tour under the di- 
rection of Charles B. Dillingham, 
playing dates in roadshow houses. 

French star will be accompanied 
by a brace of pianists, same pair 
who played for him in France. 
He will sing, do character bits and 
gag a bit, with the pianist also filling 
in. Show will run two hours from 
9 p. m. and wil play up to full week 
stands, depending on size of the 
towns. 

Chevalier feels he can in this way 
reciprocate the strong and long 
friendship between him and Dilling- 
ham. Vet legit producer has had 
Chevalier under contract for Ameri- 
can stage appearances’ several 
times, although the Frenchman 
never could leave Europe until his 
talker debut. 

Paramount star is steering clear 
of the concert label preferring to 
call the appearances straight shows, 
since he will play regular theatres 
as a legit road attraction. He's 
assembling material and songs for 
the tour. Some of this he will 
break in at his San Francisco Auto 
Show appearances week of Jan. 10. 


JACK GILBERT LIVING 
VERY QUIETLY IN PARIS 


Paris, Nov. 9. 
John Gilbert is contacting Elek 
Ludwig on this side, with a possi- 
bility of going with Paramount when 
his Metro contract is finished. 
Gilbert is now in Paris hiding 
away quietly in a little hotel. Even 
Metro officials were unaware of his 
arrival in Paris or his whereabouts. 
He figures on leaving shortly for the 
Riviera, where he’]] stay a month. 
Lupe Velez is down there. 


WB’s ‘Church Mouse’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Warners has purchased ‘Church 
Mouse,’ the William Brady comedy 
in New York current at the Play- 
house. : ‘ 

It’s the third show bought by any 
of the studios this season, a number 
far below average. 




















Doran Stays 


D,. A. Doran, in charge of Para- 
mount’s eastern scenario depart- 
ment and heading one of the three 
units that make up the lately- 
created Par Editorial Board, is re- 
maining in that post, 

His contract, expiring Saturday 
(14), has been renewed by Par, this 
putting at rest all reports concern- 
ing Doran among which during the 
past week was that Columbia had 
made him an offer as eastern story 
editor. 





VICKI BAUM’S CONTRACT 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Vicki Baum left here Saturday 
(7) for New York to sail on the Eu- 
ropa next Wednesday (11) for Ber- 
lin, 

Before she left, Metro gave the 
authoress a contract effective next 
spring, to write originals. It also 
took an option on her play ‘Parser 
Platz Number 13,’ 








serlin. 


now playing in|; 
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Coast Film Talent Accepting 
Economic Reductions Sanely, 
Says WB Exec; N. Y. Subs Off 


+ 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
‘There are too many actors out of 
work, and too many willing now to 
accept the 1931 standard of read- 
Rufus Le- 
Darryl 


Zanuck and general WB caster, ‘to 


justed salaries,’ states 


Maire, executive ass’t to 
require my or any other scout’s tal- 
ent trips to New York.’ 

LeMaire, who was to have gone 
finds 


that actors are accepting conditions 


east within the month, now 
as they are and not holding out for 
big figures, realizing and appreciat- 
ing conditions and also the eco- 
nomic wisdom of working at a cut 
rather than lay off. 


LeMaire mentions Guy Kibbee, 
John Wray, Ralfe Harolde et al. as 
examples of what pictures have 


done to build up support people in 
six months. He feels that any 
Broadway scouting expedition can 
secure serviceable enough material 
which, within the same period of 
time, might become as established. 
Yet, while the minor names are 
okay to punctuate a strong cast, 
they’re not absolutely essential, as 
only a few months back these peo- 
ple were also unknown, and were 
developed in rapid succession by 
two or three successful pictures. 

The drawing power is left to the 
stars. From the support cast all 
the studio expects is histrionic com- 
petence at a figure within reason, 
according to LeMaire. 





Lubitsch-Munson Merger 
For East This Season 


Hollywood, Nov. ¥%. 


Ona Munson is going east shortly 
and Ernst Lubitsch will follow ag 
soon as possible, with the Big 
Merger act slated to happen in N. 
Y. sometime this winter. Lubitsch 
has only one more for Paramount 
following his present Chevalier 
assignment here. 

Miss Munson may get the new 
Harris-Berlin musical berth. Miss 
Munson had a tough break when 
‘Silver Cord’ in which she registered 
dramatically was forced to close 





den illness. 
Par isn’t anxious for its ace di- 
rector, Lubitsch, to go east, 





LYDA LEAVES 


Lyda Roberti left yesterday 
(Monday) for Hollywood upon Wil- 
liam Morris’ settlement of her con- 
tract with Paramount. She'll ar- 
rive at the studio three weeks 
ahead of time, being anxious, 

Lou Holtz will now have to get 
another partner for his vaude act. 
RKO figured on getting Miss 
Roberti along with Holtz for the 
latter’s New York dates. 
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Pathe-Radio May Save $2,000,000 





Tuesday, November 10, 193} 











To RKO by Merge—Hiram Brown Goes 
West as Temp. Production Overseer 





Hiram Brown, president of RKO, 
will be the temporary overseer of 
film production on the Radio lot in 
Hollywood, according to the story. 


Brown is leaving New York next 
week for that purpose. He has been 
at the studio for several periods 
since becoming RKO prexy. 

The Brown movement bears out 
reports that David Selznick, recently 
appointed Radio production head, 
would not be in supreme authority 
out there. With Brown on the spot 
as general overseer, without being a 
technical producer, he will look over 
the features in prospect as proposed 
by the three producers—Selznick, 
Charles Rogers and William Le- 
Baron. Selznick, from the account, 
will supervise the Radio pictures or 
those apart from the talkers super- 
vised or directed by Rogers. Rogers 
before the Pathe-Radio merge was 
Pathe’s production head. 

The money economy effected by 
the merging of the two studios in 
the west and the business ends in 
the east is estimated at $2,000,000 a 
year. This mostly will come from 
the consolidation of the former two 
sets of exchanges. Estimates of the 
annual saving by some of the RKO 
people on the merge has been much 
higher. The maximum number of 
‘alkers by the new combo not 
stated, but probably, not over 45. 

Melding of the exchanges was ac- 
complished by Saturday (7). About 
1,000 people will be thrown out of 
work over the country by the move. 
Removed exchange heads have been 
given the choice of a salesman’s job 
with Radio, it is said. 


Efficiency Direction 


A statement issued by Lee Mar- 
cus of the exchange changes is ap- 
pended here. It applies only to the 
exchanges. Marcus is in general 
charge in New York, supervising the 
sales, publicity and foreign depart- 
ments. 

Ambrose Dowling will be in 
charge of the foreign dept. The 
publicity heads, Hy Daab for Ra- 
dio, and A. P. Waxman for Pathe, 
will remain unchanged for the pres- 
ent. Each has a publicity cam- 
paign underway. Ted O'Leary 
and John McAloon of the Pathe 
forces were out last week. Tom 
Delehanty, the Pathe foreign man- 
ager, is now abroad for Pathe. 

Most of the shifts and changes in 
the eastern end of the merger are 
said to have been directed by E. J. 
O’Heron, the Radio vice-president 
and efficiency head. Many of the 
merged employes will remain in the 
Pathe building on West 45th street, 
which is owned by RKO. 

A report in New York has been 


(Continued on page 60) 





‘Frankenstein’ Refund 


Gag Added to Picture 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Prints on ‘Frankenstein,’ Univer- 
sal’s shocker, were shipped east 
Thursday (5) with a prolog added. 

Prolog has one of the characters 
in the picture before a drop telling 
what to expect, warning that if 
there are people present who don’t 
want to stay they can leave and get 
arefund. Last is accompanied by a 
wink. 

Only part eliminated after the 
preview was the reshooting of the 
finish, two days before the negative 
was sent east. New scenes keep the 
doctor, who creates the monster, 
alive instead of burning him to 
death with his robot. 





Richards In and Out 

E. V. Richards of New Orleans 
came into New York last week and 
will return south this week, 

Richards retains his sort of as- 
sociation with Publix, object of his 
northern visit. 





U SALESMEN NOW MGRS. 
Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Two promotions by Universal in 
the midwest. 

Ted Myers, local salesman for U, 
now in Kansas City in charge of 
the exchange, while Bill Baker 
moves from the Detroit sales force 
to the manager's desk at St. Louis. 





Holding Brands 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

First thing Dave Selznick 
and Charles Rogers did follow- 
ing their return from the east, 
after the decision to double up 
Radio and Pathe studios, was to 
foregather with Joe Schnitzer 
on a comparison of salaries be- 
tween Radio and Pathe depart- 
ments heads. It was found that 
the Pathe salaries averaged 
lower than those at Radio. 

According to executives, the 
Pathe studio will become ‘an 
annex to Radio,’ with all fea- 
tures to be made on the Radio 
lot. Production heads would 
not say whether the two com- 
panies would complete their 
entire programs as announced 
at the opening of the season, 
but stated that for the time 
being, at least, the Radio and 
Pathe trademarks will be re- 
tained. Selznick announced 
that William LeBaron will be 
supervisor on Radio specials. 

Matter of single or dual pro- 
duction is secondary, at this 
time, to the work of physically 
merging the two organizations. 

Dave Selznick was en- 
trenched in a flower-drenched 
office at Radio today (9). Be- 
sides his Radio duties, Selznick 
stated, he will have supervi- 
sion over Charles Rogers’ ac- 
tivities at Pathe. 

Tentative associate producer 
lineup at Radio has William 
LeBaron set as top man with 
a choice of pictures. Also set 
are Louis Sarecky and Myles 
Connolly. Pam Berman, Joseph 
Schnitzer’s nephew, and John 








Burch, associate producers, 
will get other positions. 
Douglas MacLean will be 
dropped. 








STUDIOS FOAM 
OVER F-WC ADS 


Hollywood, Nov. 9%. 
All studios are in an uproar over 
the Fox West Coast theatre ads for 
the premier of ‘Strictly Dishonor - 
able’ (U), at the Carthay Circle. 
Daily displays carried photographs 
of stars from all lots, the entire 
Metro lineup and most of the Para- 
mount name people, plus a line, 
‘With all the stars in Hollywood, 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ couldn’t have 
been a better picture.’ 
Many stars cancelled their reser- 
vations opening night and the pre- 
mier was short on celebrities. 
B. P. Schulberg and Irving Thal- 
berg both filed official protests with 
F-WC over this exploitation. 


WAR DEPT. REMOVES 
NEWS BAN ON POINT 


Washington, Nov. 9. 
A news reel bar imposed upon the 
sound reels cameras as for West 
Point football games has been re- 
moved by the War Department. 














A similar ban still exists against 
the news reels in the Yale and Har- 
vard stadiums, 





Zukor on Coast Visit 


Customary fall visit to the Holly- 





wood studios of Paramount's by 
Adolph Zukor has started. It will 
last about four weeks. 

Zukor left New York Sunday 
(8). 

SUIT SETTLED 
Newark, Nov. 9. 
Morris Schlesinger announces 


that the suit of Gus Schlesinger, his 
brother, against Warner Brothers 
hag been settled. 

Gives no details of the settlement. 
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YORK and KING 


“York and King say that Phil 
Fabello and his boys are the most 
versatile pit band in the world. 
When Fabello plays for us we work 
as we have never worked before.” 


R-K-O Direction, LEE STEWART 


Daylight Saving 
Growing—Theatre 
Cry Rated Fallacy 


More cities and states than ever 
will endorse the daylight savinz 
plan next year, according to a sur- 
vey by the Hays office. 

Hays men maintain that the the- 
atre cry against the extra hour of 
sunlight hurting business is a fal- 
lacy in the greater part of the U. S. 
Further cognizance of this clock 
matter will not be given Haysian 
consideration until exhibitors prove 
the justification of their complaints, 
says that office. 


Par and Catalina 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
William Wrigley’s buy into Par- 
amount is expected to send many 
Par companies over to Catalina Is- 
land, owned by Wrigley, for loca- 
tion stuff. 
First is already arranged. Studio 
is sending ‘No One Man,’ with 
Carole Lombard and Paul Lukas to 
the island for exteriors this week. 




















‘Witness’ in Curran 
San Francisco, Nov. 9. 

Curran and Belasco bring ‘Silent 
Witness’ into the Curran for Nov. 
16, following the current ‘Tonight Or 
Never.’ 

Lionel Atwill and Olga Baclonova 
starred, 





Quick Releases Matter of Single . 
Co.s Due to Tabled Zoning Set-Up 





10c DOUBLE FILM BILL 


Brandts Trying It in Floopping 
Legit Suburban House 








Double feature films at 10c began 
yesterday (Monday) at Brandts’ 
Windsor, Bronx subway spot. How 
long this policy will be continued is 
indef but will probably last, if doing 
any business, until subway legit 
bookings show life. 

Windsor started playing Sunday 
vaude several weeks ago with this 
policy probably extended to Satur- 
days as well. 





Hot News Muggs 
As Popular Subs 


For Pix Gunmen 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Glorification of the whoopee-lov- 
ing reporter as a censor-proof sub- 
stitute for the gangster is the trend 
of pictures and pulp mags alike. 
Beauty the mugg 
from the film angle is he can go 


tearing through the picture on the 
‘just in the day’s work’ fiction, and 
not have to be bumped off at the 
finis to point a moral for the kids. 
Newspapers themselves will prob- 
ably be the big complainants when 
the police reporter cycle gets un- 
derway, and the public starts gulp- 
ing up the pulp-puncher’s idea of 
life inside the big dailies. Warners’ 
‘Five-Star Rival’ drew Hearst ani- 
mosity locally for its tabloidia, but 
other producers aren’t noticing. 
Tiffany has mixed printers ink 
plenty into ‘X Marks the Spot,’ 
ganster picture. Metro is readying 
‘Hot News,’ journalistic, and Para- 
mount has several writers on news- 
paper ideas. Fox did ‘Sob Sister’ 
and goes ahead with similar yarns. 
Even the indies are onto the gag, 
and that means there’s not much 
gamble about the public take. Cue 
on that comes in ‘Newspaper Ad- 
venture Stories,’ ‘Front Page Stor- 
ies,’ and other new pulp ventures. 


of newspaper 








Under the deal with Joseph M. 
Schenck, now in New York, Lewis 
Milestone will produce two or three 
pictures for 1932-'33 release by 
United Artists which will be per- 
sonally financed by Schenck. Direc- 
tor will be on a minority sharing 
basis. Milestone’s status in U. A. 
will be similar to that of Roland 
West who makes two or more year- 
ly wholly financed by the company’s 
president. 

Reports that Milestone’s entrance 
into UA ranks presupposes his ele- 
vation as UA’s chief producer, re- 
placing Sam Goldwyn, are declared 
erroneous. Schenck does not want 
to return actively to production. 
He unloaded Art Cinema’s schedule 
of four for the current film year on 
Sam Goldwyn and when the latter 
arrives in New York the end of 
November will prevail upon him to 
again shoulder this responsibility 
for 1932-’33 but on a basis of 10 in- 
stead. of seven features as for this 
year. 

Goldwyn has been the producer 
this year for two owner member- 
ships, himself and Art Cinema, The 
others, over which he has no super- 
vision, except where a picture is 
financed by Art Cinema, are Doug- 
| las Fairbanks, Mary Pickford, Char- 
| lie Chaplin, Gloria Swanson, and D. 
W. Griffith, An eighth ownership 
(Norma Talmadge) was absorbed 
by Art Cinema last spring. Goldwyn 
has not indicated whether he will 


not. 
Milestone, as with West and 
Caddo Productions (Hughes), will 





be a separate producer. 


Milestone Will Do 2 or 3 for U.A.; 
Want Goldwyn to Handle 10 Next Yr. 


+ 





Think Allied Newsreel 
Now Definitely Off 


Allied Exhibitors has apparently 
suspended further issues of its 
newsreel pending the outcome of 
inter-tribal conferences, according 
to reports, Monday. 

At that time Captain Baynes, 
head of Kinograms, which has been 
getting out the reel, was said to be 
out of town. 


RCA’s 3,500 


RCA Photophone during the past 
year has doubled its installations of 
the previous year according to a re- 
cently completed survey. 

Where the number was about 1,200 
a year ago, RCA now claims 2,400 
wirings. 


U After Goldstone 


Hollywood, Noy. 9. 
Universal is negotiating with Phil 

















| 
| 
| 


| 


continue in his present capacity or | 


Goldstone to come into the studio 
here. 

U wants 
associate 
with 


Goldstone as either an 
independent producer, 
definite arranged, 


or 
nothing 


‘WONDER BOY’ KIN AT COL. 

Jerry Chodorov has joined the Co- 
lumbia Pictures press department. 

Young Chodorov has the job his 
elder brother, Edward, gave up 
when he turned playwright and co- 
authored ‘Wonder Bov.’ 


7 





Trend for quicker releases of pic. 
tures is being complicated by the 
temporary stopping of machinery 
now revealed to have been de. 
signed with this purpose. 

The impediment is the new zon- 
ing set-up which, because of the 
demands of indie exhibitors that it 
have its day in court, is shelved 
until tested by Federal litigation, 
Through unanimous acceptance by 
exhibitors of the zoning formula, 
proponents for same declare the re- 
lease of a picture could be expe- 
dited to the point where it would 
cut from five to six months off its 
present releasing course. 

As matters now stand, with 
zoning liable to be tabled for an- 
other two years, while awaiting le- 
gal interpretation, the matter of a 
quicker release on product is sim- 
mering down to individual com- 
pany policy assuring no uniformity. 


DAVIDGE DEAL FALLS; 
HUGHES KEEPS HIS LAB 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Roy Davidge failed to come to 
terms on an operation deal for 
Howard Hughes Multicolor labora- 
tory and the Multicolor reorganiza- 
tion, with Frank Garbutt Jr., as 
manager is again under considera- 
tion. Deal with Garbutt was in- 
terrupted by the Davidge negotia- 
tions. 

Davidge is now working on his 
own plans for a new lab which 
would double his present plant’s ca- 
pacity. 

Hughes has been offered a new 
bankroll and will probably continue 
with Multicolor instead of disposing 
of it. 

With financing set, Hughes will 
leave here next week for a vacation 
in New York, a visit that was due a 
week ago but postponed on account 
of his money troubles. 








Mormons Cool on Sect 


Film with Poor Sound 


Salt Lake City, Nov. 9. 

‘Corianton,’ based on Mormon ree 
ligion, quit after three weeks at the 
Playhouse on account of poor sound 
Salt Lake was picked for the pree 
miere because of the city being the 
home of the Mormon Church. Blame 
for the sound was thrown on 
Stallings’ shoulders. Stallings, Rich- 
field, Utah, exhib, was placed in 
charge of the picture by Lester 
Park, producer. With closing of 
picture at the Playhouse, Stallings 
was out, 

Park has leased the old Cozy 
neighborhood house, installed RCA 
equipment, and is running half page 
ads in papers apologizing for the 
sound at the Playhouse. Picture is 
now struggling against its uphill 
start. 





” 
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Firemen Make It Tough 
Te Record in New York 


New York fire department is be- 
ing charged with discouraging pro- 
duction and recording work here. 
Recording companies, synchronizing 
firms and smaller studios located in 
loft buildings are complaining. 

The department will not permit 
recording or synchronizing unless 
on the top floors of buildings, even 
if fireproof. Danger, from the ol- 
ficial viewpoint, is of fire eating 
upward if occurring on a _ lower 
floor. Even if incandescent lighting 
is used, the firemen refuse to give 
studios or recorders an okay. 

Studios will move to New Jersey 
unless a solution is found. Lons 
Island I 





is considered expensive ane¢ 
unhandy by these firms. 








Pogany-Short Bankruptcies 


Hoilywood, Nov. 9. 

| Willy Pogany, scenic artist em- 
ployed by United Artists, has filed 
a bankruptcy petition. Pogany lists 
$25,000 liabilitiés and a $4.68 savings 
account as assets. 

Gertrude Short, picture comedi- 
enne, also lists $1,300 liabilities in 
bankruptcy proceedings. No assets 
listed. 
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BANKERS’ IDEAS ON IND 


Finally Settled L. 1. Studios Will 
Be Permanently Closed—Coast Only 


It has been finally decided by the 
Paramount execs in New York that 
the coast only will turn out the talk- 
er features for the Paramount pro- 


gram. This goes into effect about 
Dec. 15. 

There have been two or three 
reversals of conclusions regarding 
the Long Island plant and the com- 
petitive value of eastern production 
vs. coast picture making for the one 
brand. It is said a difference in 
production cost east on the aver- 
age per picture of $50,000 over the 
average cost on the coast has been 
a determining factor in the final 
opinion to close the eastern end. 

It had been intended to produce 
around 18 talkers in the east. That 
would have left 50 Par programers 
for the Hollywood plant to make. 
Under the latest ruling almost the 
entire program will be made west, 
less the bare one or two of the new 
season's product finished on Long 
Island. 

All Publix staff and equipment for 
shorts or production have been 
moved from Astoria to the Publix 
annex in New York. 


Albis Are Out on 
Frowned Upon Yarns 
Bought for Films 


That Will Hays, too, gets a run- 
around by the film companies is re- 
vealed by his current move to trace 
story-purchasing responsibilities. 

For the first time since he has 
been in the post Hays, through a 
showdown in his own organization, 
will hereafter be able to trace the 
purchase of material considered 
from the start as bad taste for pub- 
lic release. 

Not only the home offices or the 
sales heads but the studios as well 
will shoulder the blame in future. 
Alibis that Hollywood bought this or 
that because of pressure from the 
east no longer will be countenanced. 
Hays left for the west last Friday 
and will convey that decision out 
there. 


ROXY MAY TRANSFER 
NAME TO R. C. THEATRE 


With the name of Roxy as a title 
due to bid the Roxy Theatre good- 
bye on or before February, 1933, it 
is said that the possible substitute 
will be the World’s theatre. 

Roxy, in person, now in directorial 
charge of the mammoth Radio City 
theatrical division, may move his 
own name into that development, 
through the air at least. Roxy has 
been ether absentee for some time. 

While the owner of the Roxy 
name is laying his premier plans 
and entertainment, the Fox theatre 
management, in charge of the Roxy, 
currently the country’s largest 
house, is figuring on a campaign 
inside and outside of the Roxy to 
Stand off the glitter of the new 
show project’s opening. 











Aarons’ Hollywood for 
Stage Show in January 


Warners Hollywood theatre (New 
York) is again listed to get legit 
attractions. The conversion from 
Pictures will be under the direction 
of Aifred E. Aarons, former general 
manager for A. L. Erlanger and a 
Producer on his own. 

Aarons proposes to stage a musi- 
cal attraction in the Hollywood 
about Jan. 1. Interior changes may 
be required because of the Holly- 
wood's exceptionally wide proscen- 
tum arch, -the house being designed 
to exhibit wide film which never 
materialized. 








BARNEY BALABAN DROPS IN 


First Time East in Quite a While 
for B&K Man 





Barney Balaban was in New York 
yesterday (9), attending some meet- 
ing at Paramount. It’s the first time 
B. Balaban has been east in some 
time. 

In Chicago, besides directing in 
part for the Balaban & Katz theatre 
operation, Barney is the financial 
wiz of the Balaban family. He is 
said to have declined some time ago 
a partnership in the Lawrence Stern 
& Co. banking house in Chi. 

Stern’s is the principal Chicago 
banking connection of the Wrigley, 
Lasker and Hertz group. Those 
three men are now Paramount board 
members, 


TEX AS-ALLIED 
STEAMED UP 
AGAIN 





Dallas, Nov. 9. 


Considerable animosity against 


producer - distributor factions is 


again revealed as the aftermath of 
the recent Texas Allied parley here. 


The indies seem to have a general 
grudge against affiliated theatres, 
primarily Publix, and particularly 
as regards the copyright bureau, 
standard contract, and zoning. 

What the exhibs said is plenty, 
and they thought a lot more. Especi- 
ally against C. B., which organiza- 
tion rates zero minus with them. If 
a flock of resolutions mean any- 
thing, Tex. Allied looks about set 
for another war, this time against 
the industry itself. 

One resolution condemns Jeff 
Strickland, P-P’s legal fixer in this 
division, for forcing Will Horwitz’s 
resignation as T-A’s prexy, virtually 
accusing the organization of sup- 
porting MHorwitz’s fight against 
Publix in Houston last year. Which 
they deny. The indies also blame 
most of their troubles with the 
copyright bureau on _. overselling 
policies of film exchanges. So the 
distribs are in on it, too. 

On zoning, T-A stands pat with 
P-P more or less drawing the grand 
denuncio. That P-P pushed zoning 
rules as protection against indie 
suburban operators and neighboring 
towns is charged. 

Just what the exhibs will do about 
all their troubles depends, but some 
vigorous court wrangles are loom- 
ing. If that doesn’t help they’re 
talking about Washington. 





Cohen’s Economy Plan 
At Par for Zukor’s OK 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


With Adolph Zukor due here the 
end of this week, Emmanuel 
Cohen’s recommendations for the 
closer co-ordination between Para- 
mount’s studio, sales and theatre 
departments are being kept secret. 

Cohen has been at work on the 
various studio production systems 
for the past week and is expected 
to lay before the company’s heads 
radical recommendations for the 
elimination of waste. 


Woods for Burlesque? 





Chicago, Nov. 9. 
Chances are hot that the picture 
spot Woods onthe loop main cross- 
way may go burlesque shortly. 
Several burleycue operators on 
talking terms. 


SHOULD HANDLE 
TARE OF FILMS 





bution of Program Pro- 
ductions Among Smaller 
Studios for Economy— 
Overhead Too Expensive 
on Big Lots 


OPPOSITION 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


Mixed up in the current more or 
less under cover survey of the pic- 
ture business by Wall Street repre- 
sentatives, is a pronounced feeling 
in some directions that the top com- 
panies should depend on the inde- 
pendent studios for a bigger share 
of their product. Especially is this 
favored for that section of the year- 
ly schedule which consists wholly 
of programmers, 

The banking lads come to this 
verdict in their chase of the great 
bugaboo — overhead. Investigators 
can’t understand why the run of 
fair pictures are costing around 
$200,000, while minus the tremen- 
dous carrying charges the same pic- 
tures could be made on the smaller 
lots for $60,000 to $75,000. 

Watching Indies 


Putting forth a suggestion of 
more independent and cheaper made 
product, the financial boys have en- 
deavored to strengthen their theory 
by watching the independent field 
on their own. One predominating 
feature is that many in the present 
crop of studio execs have been fight- 
ing the independent theory ever 
since the bulk of product became 
centered on the big lots. Splitting 
up the product, as formerly, would 
cut many high salaried men from 
the weekly pay roll. It is this 
threat that is causing heavy oppo- 
sition to outside studio producing. 

Chief alibi has been that the in- 
dies can’t get cash to finance. This 
is true, but it may be overcome if 
the arguments of some of the bank- 
ing investigators are convincing. 

In the major plants a slice of the 
overhead is naturally marke.. off to 
depreciation of property and equip- 
ment. Some big studios, is has been 
found, are allowing depreciation on 
a 20-year ratio. Taking past his- 
tory as a criterion, the bankers are 
asking how the present equipment 
and stages can last that long. With 
technical advancement the recent 
rule is nearer two or three years’ 
life for current equipment. 


TRYING TO WORK OUT 
FOX DELUXERS’ JAM 


Although already having held cer- 
tain confabs, Chase Bank represen- 
tatives and those of Halsey, Stuart, 
together with Fox lawyers and the- 
atre reps, are due for another meet- 
ing this week relative to devising 
some means for caring of the re- 
ceivership actions instituted against 
the Fox deluxe theatres in St. Louis 
and Detroit. 

Question to be considered is two- 
fold. It concerns bondholder protec- 
tion in addition to theatre operating 
angles or whether houses are likely 
to shut down if any disagreement 
between parties be ventured. 

Because the theatres in those two 
spots are setup under enormous 
fixed charges they are unlikely for 
profit. Fox Theatres is willing to 
continue operation but feels ap- 
parently that those fixed charges 
must be reduced, 

Meantime pending some kind of 
reorganization plan Fox has with- 
held rent payments or bond interest 
on both houses. Neither house has 
made a profit since each was built. 

Weekly fixed charges in Detroit 
are around $14,000 with St. Louis 
$12,000. 








Wall Street’s Investigators | 
Reported Favoring Distri- | 


—_ 








Secret Balloting on 








Their Own Coin 





Mention is made that the 
Pathe studio will probably go 
to General Electric or another 
of the same group of electrics 
for a probable $2,000,000. This 
is intended for future use for 


classroom films, educationals, 
etc. 

Last week Radio arranged 
for a $5,000,000 loan from 
Westinghouse, another affili- 


ated electric in the RCA group. 
This is another instance of 
downtown capital investing its 
own capital in pictures. At 
first it was financed by public 
subscription through stock 
sales, 
From 
Bulletin. 
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INDIE STRINGS 
SINGLE FILM 
LOEW DEAL 


Lower east side of New York, 


from 14th street down, has gone 
single feature with both Loew’s and 
Manhattan Playhouses (independ- 
ent) agreeing to adhere to that pol- 
icy for the benefit of both chains. 
Outside of these circuits there are 
only a few minor operators in the 
territory with cheaper scale houses. 

Whether or not Loew, along with 
independents in further’ sections, 
will make an effort to eliminate 
double billings, is not indicated. 

Manhattan Playhouses is one of 
the more important of the eastern 
independent strings of between 20 
and 30 houses. Under the Loew- 
Manhattan single feature plan eight 
of the theatres involved are Man- 
hattan’s and four Loew’s. The in- 
die swing to singles averts possible 
necessity of Loew stepping into 
twin features for its houses in that 
territory. 


6 Min. Advertising 


Clip in Newsreel Not 
Paid For—B. & K. 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Currently all Balaban and Katz 
theatres have spliced into their 
newsreels a commercial item show- 
ing the laying of gas pipes from 
Texas to Chicago. No money con- 
sideration involved it is stated. 
Clip runs six minutes. 

People’s Gas Company submitted 
the footage with the suggestion that 
it might have public interest for 
Chicago which is affected by the 
new pipeline system. Walter Im- 
merman, for B&K agreed. 

Matter is unusual and almost a 
precedent. Although utilities and 
others are frequently submitting 
commercial footage on a plea to 
splice it into the newsreel, the cir- 
cuits generally turn them all down. 








Radio’s Seth Parker Film 
May Debut at Roxy 


Radio’s Seth Parker picture, ‘Other 
People’s Business,’ may go into the 
Roxy for its New York showing. A 
deal is being negotiated to spot it 
there, RKO relinquishing the pic- 
ture for its Broadway first-run win- 
dow, the Mayfair. 

Date will probably be around 
Thanksgiving, the week which Radio 
is figuring on for national release 
of the film. Roxy recently got 
‘Smart Woman,’ first Radio into that 
| deluxer, with other Radio films 
| playing for Paramount-Publix and 
Warners along the street, 





Academy Awards 





Favors Dressler, Barrymore, Cimarron 


Holly wood, 
Tuesday (10), the 
Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences at its annual award 
banquet will announce eight prize 
winners who will receive the Acad- 
emy statuettes in as many subdi- 
visions for cinematic achievements 
during 1930-31. 

With secret 
more 
many 


Nov. 9. 
Tomorrow 
Academy of 


balloting kept q. t 
than cver before, and with 
close votes expected, polls 

this afternoon (Monday) at 
> p. m., the final choices will not 
be announced until tonight. Hence, 
this is unofficial comment on the 
balloting. 

‘Min’ Looks Strong 

Of the five nominations for the 
| best performance by an actress, the 
|following, and their pictures, are 
on the ballot: Marlene Dietrich, 
‘Morocco’: Marie Dressler, Min and 
Bill’; Irene Dunne, ‘Cimarron’; Ann 
Harding, ‘Holiday,’ and Norma 
Shearer, ‘Free Soul. The character- 
izations are so varied that this will 
be one of the closest competitions, 
although Miss ODressler’s ‘Min’ 
looks strong. Last year Norma 
Shearer won in ‘Divorcee.’ 

In the male acting division the 
voting will not be as close, accord- 
ing to comment among Academy 
members, with Lionel Barrymore's 
‘Free Soul’ performance mentioned 
No. 1 and Jackie Cooper's ‘Skippy’ 
No. 2. Latter may nose out and thus 
through a juvenile circumstance 
eliminate any adult disputes among 
the others. These are Richard Dix 
for his work in ‘Cimarron’; Fred- 
ric March, ‘Royal Family,’ and 
Adolphe Menjou, ‘Front Page.’ 

It is expected that in this divi- 
sion the runner-up bronze statuette 
for the one coming within three 
votes of the winner will surely be 
awarded. This is a _ consolation 
award where the choice is so nare- 
row. 


close 





Picture Rating 

For the outstanding production, 
‘Cimarron’ seems strongly favored 
because of its bigness. The other 
competitors are ‘East Lynne,’ 
‘Front Page,’ ‘Skippy’ and ‘Trader 
Horn.’ 

Best directing achievement again 
seems to favor ‘Cimarron’ unoffi- 
cially, with ‘Skippy’ runner-up, and 
then ‘Free Soul,’ ‘Front Page’ and 
‘Morocco.’ 

The writing awards are divided 
into two groups for adaptations and 
originals. In the adaptations 
‘Skippy’ figures favorably, with 

(Continued on page 63) 


‘Scarface’ Sent Back 


Howard Hughes will make some 
changes in ‘Scarface’ before picture 
is ultimately released for exhibition, 

Eddie Curtis, Hughes rep, left for 
the Coast Friday (6) with the print 
of the film which he originally 
broungt on. 

Decision to make changes in the 
film followed certain confabs east. 

The expected endorsement of the 
picture by Commissioner Mulrooney 
did not materialize. 


Fox Cuts Start 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Cuts of 5 to 25% went into effect 
at Fox studios and Fox West Coast 
Theatres Saturday (7). Resentment 
mentioned by some who were not 
asked, but summarily cut despite 
contractual understandings, oral or 
written. 

Estimated that about $60,000 
weekly will be saved in the For 
organization by the slice, a saving of 
about $3,900,000 annually. 











Will Hays, personally, is reported 
to have taken the greater part of 
the 20% cut represented in dee 





| creased overhead for operating his, 
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Matinee Budget of $20,000. 
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Is Aim of Shorts Producers: 
Roach Tells It with Figures 


Culver City, Nov. 9. 

Drop in the budgeted costs of pic- 
tures is also dragging down the 
costs of shorts. Producers of short 
reels are going through the same 
retrenchment, even attempting to 
slice off a bigger percentage because 
of losses in bookings resulting from 
double features. 

Ideal figure set for two-reéel com- 
edies is around $20,000. For the 
shorts minus a name this total 
would be still lower. Lowered 
grosses on shorts make this shaving 
necessary if the producer is to real- 
ize a profit. For one-reelers and 
novelties it is impossible to set an 
average estimate. 

Roach’s Reductions 

Hal Roach, major producer of 
comedy two-reelers, is preparing for 
e drastic reduction to go into effect 
in a few weeks. The Laurel-Hardy 
comedies having been averaging 
$55,000 in cost, Reach says he must 
gross $91,000 in the United States 
to clear a profit. Last year, says 
Roach, these shorts grossed an 
average of $85,000, and this year he 
hopes for an $80,000 level. 

Loss of bookings in the Warner- 
Stanley circuit this year hurts said 
Roach, reducing his gross on each 
picture 4%. 

To offset the drop Roach wants to 
make his Laurel-Hardys for $40,000, 
and the rest of his two-reelers for 
$30,000. This studio also turns out 
the Charlie Chase, Boy Friends, Our 
Gang, and Pitts-Todd comedies. 

- S§tar Salaries 

Roach has trimmed all costs so 
far with the exception of’ his stars’ 
salaries. (These contract holders 
may be asked to take cuts very soon, 
and, if necessary, says Roach, he 
will take advantage of the cancel- 
lation clauses in some of the con- 
tracts to fire and then attempt to 
rehire at reduced pay. 

Roach also expects to put his 
studio on a five-day week. It now 
operates with one full week’s layoff 
every sixth week. There will still 
be layoffs, but how often has not 
been set. 

Entire executive, director and 
writer personnel was recently reor- 
ganizea by Roach in an effort to 
lower overhead. Roach also had 
Louis B. Mayer, while in New York, 
attempt to line up additional prod- 
uct for Roach to make, thus help- 
ing to cut down studio overhead. 

Other short producers are ex- 
pected to fall in line. Warners now 
spends an average of $25,000 for, 
two-reelers. Reduced budgets for 


this company are also to be made, it 


is reported. 


United Productions 
Lists 24 Features at 
$25,000 for Action 


Hollywood, Nov, 9. 

United Productions, headed by 
Ralph Like, and now occupying the 
old Telefilm studios, is preparing to 
produce 24 features for Action Pic- 
tures. Company has contracted 
George B. Seitz and Frank Strayer, 
directors, and Scott Darling, story 
editor, on term tickets. 

First picture for Seitz’ ‘Night 
Beat,’ started Monday with Jack 
Mulhall and Patsy Ruth Miller as 
leads. Strayer’s first will be ‘Hawk 
of the Yukon,’ starting late this 
week. New pictures will have an 
average cost of $25,000. 

Like will improve the studio prop- 
erty by building new dressing rooms. 
offices and cutting rooms. He will 
also lease the old Charles Ray stu- 
dio where he will build western and 
New York streets. 

Burton King, producing six fea- 
tures for Big Four, 
Royer, 
Sono-Art, 
headquarters on the United lot. 


RACE TRACK STUFF 











and Fanchon 
making three features for 
are also making their 





A. J. BALABAN SAILING BACK 


With Family Going to Geneva— 
No Show Business at This Time 








Chicago, Nov. 9. 


theatre, left here Friday (6) for 
New York to sail- back to Europe 
today (9) on. the ‘Ile de France.’ 
Mrs. Balaban and. the family go 
along. : 

After spending three weeks in 
town, A. J. set at rest all rumors of 
his returning to show business at 
this time: <A. J.’s local presence 
during the Hertz-Wrigley-Lasker 
deal with Paramount may be of 
some significance. 

Balabans are returning to Geneva, 
Switzerland, where he has made his 
home for the past year and a half. 


FOX TESTING ANOTHER 
NEW COLOR PROCESS 


Fox is testing a new color process 
known as Supercolor and controlled 
by the Colorfilm Corp., independent 
interests... Fox dropped further ex- 
perimentation with the Eastman 
process some time ago. 

Elaborate coast laboratory for 
color set up for the Eastman tinting 
at Movietone City has already been 
installed with equipment necessary 
for Supercolor. 

Pending a contract, Fox is placing 
the new process to exhaustive tests. 
Experiments so far have been with 
material made for study rather than 
release though possibly getting lat- 
ter, if approved. 

Supercolor is a double emulsion 
process differing from other process- 
es in that instead of dyeing the 
film to replace the silver, this is 
done with another chemical for 
elimination of graininess.  Color- 
film Corp. is headed by Percival 
Moore, a Kentuckian with no previ- 
ous show business connection. 











‘Ast Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Nov, 13 


Paramount — ‘Touchdown’ 
(Par). 

Roxy — ‘Ambassador Bill’ 

* (Fox). 

Capitol—‘Phantom of Paris’ 
(Metro), 

Rivoli—‘Age for Love’ (UA) 
(12). 

Strand—‘Expensive Women’ 
CWB). 

Mayfair — ‘Are 
Children?’ (Radio). 

Winter Garden — ‘Ruling 
Voice’ (WB) (2d week). 


These Our 





A. J. Balaban, retired from the 


Hollywood — ‘Mad Genius’ 
(WB) (4th week). 
Rialto — ‘Unholy 
(UA) (3d week). 
‘ Camec—‘Heroes All’ (Young) 
11). 


Garden’ 





Week Nov. 20 


Paramount — ‘Rich 
Folly’ (Par). 

Capitol—‘Cuban Love Song’ 
(Metro). 

Rivoli—‘Age for Love’ (UA) 
(2d week). 

Strand —— ‘Local Boy Makes 
Good’ (FN). 

Winter Garden — ‘Ruling 
Voice’ (WB) (3d week). 

Hollywood — ‘Man Genius’ 
(WB) (5th week). 

Rialto — ‘Unholy 
(UA) (4th week). 

Cameo—‘Heroes All’ (Young) 
(2a week). 


Man’s 





Garden’ 





$2 Pictures 
‘The Champ’ (Metro) (Astor) 
(9). 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ (U) 
(Criterion) (10). 





Foreign Films 


‘Lindenwirtin vom Rhein’ 
(Superfilm) (German) (Euro- 
pa) (8th week). 

‘Speckled Hen’ 
(Warner’s) (2d week). 

‘Operndoute’ (German) (Lit- 
tle Carnegie (2d week). 

‘Ihre Hoheit Befiehit’ (Ufa) 
(German) (Cosmopolitan) (2d 
week). 

‘Kaiserliebchen’ (Tobis) 
(German) (Vanderbilt) (11). 


(British) 














‘Paradise’ Drops Color 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Radio has abandoned its notion of 
using color for ‘Bird of Paradise.’ 
Reason is that it is impossible to 
match the various locations, 





By Tom 


Visual Education 


Waller 





(Tenth ‘of thé Series of Articles On 
Moving Pictures in the 
Classroom) 


First film company finally and 
completely sold on the schoolroom 
is Fox. The ways and means by 
which this picture corporation may 
not only make and supply, but de- 


| liver, pedagogical subjects, have been 


decided. From all industrial slants 
on the educational panorama, it’s 
probably the most important per- 
spective on film in the schoolroom 
yet achieved within the industry. 
To date Fox has completed 50 
reels of classroom subjects ranging 
around two and one-half reels per 
clip. This, however, is just the in- 
itial step. Fox is planning to fol- 
low up with another 100 reels as 
proof that its outlet to the school 
is not just a mere equipment sell- 
ing campaign, It is planning 20 
spots throughout the U. 8S. as ex- 
change centers for the academic 
footage. 

International Projector, Fox sub- 
sidiary, is handling the sales both 
from film and equipment angles. 
Reproducing equipments are being 
shipped to each of these cities 
where the demonstrations will be 
held. In each spot six reels of the 
general program are being included 
for demonstrations. 

Rent or Buy 


Schools may rent or buy, as they 
see fit. Fox is willing to sell out- 
right, while aware of all bicycling 
opportunities, for $75 a reel. If a 
school desires to rent, the single day 
tax is $10. Assessment for any 





Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Crew of 30 left today (Me day) 
from the First National lot for In- 
dianapolis to film race track se- 
quences for ‘Roar of the Crowd.’ 
Ralph DePalma and Harry Hart 
will be the crash car drivers. 
Joan Blondell has been dropped 
as the femme lead because she’s 
currently at work on another pic- 


hure. 


time thereafter is $5 per day. 

Two subjects on astronomy have 
yet to be completed before Fox will 
be in a position to enter actively 
into its Photophone (RCA) record- 
ing. The 100 subjects on the cal- 
endar, according to Foxites, will be 
made under the Photophone regis- 
ter. 

While the papers with RCA have 





been drawn, no signatures have as 
yet been affixed. Fox still expects 
the possibility that Western Elec- 
tric may relent and reduce its 
schoolroom royalties from the pres- 
ent insistent $500 to Photophone’s 
acclaimed $100 per reel. 

One way or another Fox will con- 
tinue for the classroom. As Fox is 
the only major producing company 
taking this stand at the present 
time, same is of outstanding impor- 
tance to followers of the visual field. 

The fact that International Pro- 
jector is to handle all dealings with 
the classroom is significant. This 
may be interpreted in many ways, 
but at the outset the Fox plan is 
that schools can buy film and equip- 
ment, or either film or equipment, 
as they see fit. Fox is not demand- 
ing that equipments be bought in- 
itially before its educational films 
can be obtained. From the Fox 
perspective schools can have any 
reproducing apparatus, 


$2,000 Installation 


However, Fox will endeavor, 
through International Projector, to 
sell its own reproducing equipment. 
That, it is admitted, is the current 
purpose of confining film and equip- 
ment sales to this subsidiary com- 
pany. 

Fox executives who were unen- 
thusiastic about visual education’s 
prospects even a week ago, now 
concede an entirely different change 
of heart. Practical completion of a 
survey of the field is given as the 
reason, Fox attaches feel that 
within the first six months of active 
endeavor they will realize a place- 
ment of 1,000 equipments in as 
many schools throughout the coun- 
try. 

Equipment price originally placed 
at $1,475 is now changed. That fig- 
ure is correct for the projector but 
with accessories the complete in- 
stallation for 35 millimeter displays 








will cost the school exactly $2,000. 
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weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be 


found in that customary, 





Social-Political Org. 
Composed mainly of picture peo- 
ple, new social organization, which 
will probably be called the Tuxedo 
club, has started. Has political as- 
pect, 





Cagney Called West 
Cutting James Cagney’s personals 
tour from five to three weeks, 
Warners is preparing ‘Roar of the 
Crowd,’ starring Dorothy Mackaill, 
with Cagney. Joan Blondell and 
Walter Huston also slated. 





Basquette Quits ‘Wundrebar’ 
By mutual consent Lina Bas- 
quette left the cast of the Shu- 





Tabloid’s New Orders 





(Continued from page 1) 


the Hearst salvo by praising the 
film editorially, even referring to 
Hearst and Brisbane by name in 
their answers. 

On the Coast the belief is that 
Hearst has issued a command for 
an attack upon the picture through 
all his dailies. It has already start- 
ed in Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco, 

But the most startling of all news- 
paper edicts has gone into effect on 
the ‘Daily News.’ 

Capt. Joseph Patterson, its pub- 
lisher, has put out a ukase which 
tells the boys they mustn’t report 
scandal or rumor hereafter and that 
no divorce stores are to be handled 
save as a matter of record. Capt. 
Patterson furthermore has demand- 
ed that the New York ‘Times’ style 
is to be followed in handling this 
type of news. 

This edict has the ‘News’ staff 
men wondering, since they had been 
trained, what with one thing and 
another, to use a lot of rumor and 
scandal stuff in days gone by. 
‘Turning square,’ as some of the 
boys have termed it, is hard to do 
overnight, 

Capt. Patterson may have seen the 
show on film called ‘Five Star Final,’ 
his men say. They add that he 
must have been impressed by it and 
that he must have figured that an 
attack of this character against ‘the 
tabs was bound to have a reaction 
with the public, and that when the 
reaction came he wanted to be able 
to say that he had changed the style 
long ago. 

The fact that the rule is on the 
level was demonstrated by the 
‘News’ laying off the Gloria Swan- 
son-Mike Farmer marriage story 
while it was still in the rumor 
stages. 

The ‘News’’ chief opposition, the 
‘Mirror’ (Hearst), carried a front 
page line on the rumor, with the 
‘News’ ignoring it. 

The play ‘Five Star Final’ was 
written by Louis Weitzenkorn, for- 
merly managing editor of the New 
York ‘Graphic,’ Bernarr Macfadden’s 
tabloid, and was later made into a 
picture by First National, 





Frisco Turmoil 
San Francisco, Nov. 9. 

Warners and Hearst are tangling 
here over ‘Five Star Final,’ First Na- 
tional’s interpretation of the tabloid 
daily play, current at Warners’, 

Hearst’s morning ‘Examiner’ sent 
Ada Hanifin to review the picture, 
and she tore into ‘Final’ in a lengthy 
lambasting which labeled it ‘a dis- 
grace to the industry,’ ete. Fred 
Johnson in the afternoon ‘Call-Bul- 
letin,’ also Hearst, didn’t treat the 
picture so roughly. Same thing 
happened in Los Angeles when the 
film opened there. 

In retaliation, Ed Fitzgerald, WB 
manager, slashed his Hearst adver- 
tising by more than half, claiming 
he didn’t want to embarrass Hearst 
by mentioning ‘Final’ in his papers. 
Meanwhile he continued his usual 
space in the town’s other two 
dailies, 

Picture was near $18,000 on its 
first week, smashing house records 
for the theatre under the WB ban- 
ner, and will be around $13,000 on 
its second week. Reports around 


town indicate Hearst has issued na- 
tional orders to bear down on 
‘Final.’ 


As a blowoff to the rumpus, the 
Scripps-Howard ‘News’ carried an 
editorial praising the picture and 
taking a few swipes at Hearst and 
Brisbane, mentioning them by name 
in connection with the picture. 





berts’ ‘Wunderbar’ Nov, 8 in Philae 
delphia, returning here to pick up 
some picture work, 





Dot Farley replaced Gertrude As. 
tor in ‘While Paris Sleeps’ at Fox, 
Miss Astor not the type. 





Same Old Army 


Same 112 former German soldiers 
and six Teuton officers who worked 
in ‘Journey’s End’ and ‘All Quiet’ 
go into Radio’s ‘Lost Squadron.’ 


Sono-Art’s $30,000 Films 

Upon his arrival here from New 
York, George Weeks, Sono-Art 
prexy, started negotiating for 10 
features for 1932. Cliff Broughton 
slated to produce the action dramag 
at $30,000 each. Weeks is here un- 
til March. 





Training for picture comeback, 
Betty Bronson goes into ‘Twelfth 
Night’ at the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse. 





Miller in ‘Night Beat’ 

Top billing in ‘Night Beat’ at In- 
ternational studio goes to Patsy 
Ruth Miller, just out of the hos- 
pital, and Jack Mulhall. George B. 
Seitz directing this Scott Darling 
story. 





Musicians’ Taxes 


Additional tax of 1% tacked on to 
musicians’ salaries. New one is an 
employment tax. Studio and disc 
recorders already pay 2%, and all 
others earning over $35 weekly pay 
2% for A. F. of M. convention here 
next June, plus regular dues. 





Witherspoon’s Legit 
Cora Witherspoon returns to New 
York after ‘Ladies of the Jury’ at 
Radio for a part in Winchell 
Smith’s ‘Tadpole.’ 





Canavan-Weber East 
After conferring with Pat Casey 
regarding studio and theatre labor 
situation, William F. Canavan and 
Joseph N. Weber, of the IATSE and 
the AFM, left for New York Nov. 5. 


Break for School 
Culver Military Academy will fig- 
ure in WUniversal’s ‘Sons of the 
Legion.’ George Green, writer, left 
for Chicago to supervise the job. 
Military school has also been used 
in other feature films. 








Hal Roach engages Major Mite 
and Tiny Lawrence for an Our 
Gang comedy. 





Baclanova in ‘Freaks’ 
Olga Baclanova’s legit appeare 
ance in ‘Silent Witness’ had its ef- 
fect in getting a picture bid. Shé 


goes Metro as the femme menace if : 


‘Freaks.’ 





Another Paper 
Another Hollywood paper issued, 
‘Hollywood First Nighter,’ weekly, 
edited and published by Edwin 
Turnbladh, 





Clarencé Muse, colored singer, 
goes in ‘Prestige,’ the Ann Harding 
picture at Pathe, to sing ‘Adda Sai 
Yan,’ specially written by Art Lange. 





Hires Stunt Fliers 
Three stunt fliers hired by Radio 
for ‘Lost Squadrons.’ Art Gobel, 


Leo Nome and Frank Clark, latter’ 


borrowed from Howard Hughes. 





Suing Charles Christie 


Suit for payment of a $10,000 note 


and $1,400 additional interest due 
filed against Charles H. Christie by 
Fred M. Scott of Pensacola, Fla 
Christie paid $2,400 interest. 


Can’t Replace Williams 

One of first jobs for Charles Rog¢ 
ers, who returned Friday night (6) 
from New York, will be to find @ 
lead to replace the late Robert Wil+ 
liams in ‘Lady With a Past,’ at 
RKO-Pathe, opposite Constance 
Bennett. Part written for Williams. 

Studio got a rejection from Leslie 
Howard, in London, and considering 
3en Lyon. The part must be re- 
written. 





Claude Allister will be used for & 
series of comedy travel shorts by 
Hal Roach next spring. 


From assisting Larry Ceballos at 


Fanchon & Marco, Frances Grant 
goes to Radio to aid Harold Hecht 
on routines for ‘Chi Chi and Her 
Papas.’ 





Sigmond Moose once again moves 
back in charge of Universal leas- 
ing. Herman Schlom is out. 


Mendoza-McDermott Out ‘ 

Lou McDermott, stager, and David 
Mendoza, maestro, concerned in the 
presentations at the local Para- 
mount under Harold B. Franklin, 
are leaving with the expiration of 








their six-week contracts. 
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ERPI and Fox Arguing Over Service: 


Fox Pays ERPI 


Probable cancellation of ERPI 
equipment licenses in Fox theatres 
will be held up, according to inside, 
although the Fox people are known 
to have been considering it, after 
consultation with their bankers and 
maybe lawyers. The postponement 


of any action looks to be a matter of 
policy. Argument between Fox and 
Erpi and which may take in all 
companies sooner or later revolves 
around ERPI’s_ service’ charges. 
These rise to over $500,000 annually 
for Fox alone. 

It has been diagnosed by Fox offi- 
cials that all the equipment servic- 
ing it needs or will need can be 
handled by a department of its own 
with around seven or eight engi- 
neers. 

Consequent result since the mat- 
ter has gone the round-robin circle 
of all companies is the industry as 
a whole may begin a general trade- 
off with ERPI over service charges 
in the bigger pool, which concerns 
royalty fees for foreign talkers. Al- 
though an agreement has been made 
to make a contract with ERPI for 
foreign talker royalties, so far as 
known only Par has signed this to 
a limited extent. ' 

Producers and theatre owners un- 
der early talker rush agreements 
which were signed for something 
like 10 years have no recourse but 
to fulfill the contracts, service 
charges and all. Considering what 
Fox looks to pay annually in serv- 
ice charges the Paramount and 
Warner circuits can be proportion- 
ately figured to amount to as much 
if not more. . 

Foreign T@lkers 

Where ERPI stands to take a 
standoff is in the present turbulent 
foreign talker situation wherein only 
native talkers to be produced after 
this season are likely to be pro- 
duced abroad. That means that the 
royalty angle on foreign versions 
may not be at all. That royalty 
cost no doubt figures in many com- 
pany plans for foreign talkers. 

Another tradeoff aspect is given 
by insiders. That’s on the trailer 
royalties, far from settled. Pro- 
ducers generally are still opposed to 
paying under certain conditions. In 
the confab on service charges which 
must come sooner or later, trailer 
royalty is bound to assume propor- 
tionate discussion. 


Fox Goes RCA 
For Academic 


Film Subjects 


Fox-Hearst Movietone studio in 
New York will be the first studio to 
have two kinds of recording equip- 
ment on the same premises. Move 
is precipitated by Fox's split with 
Western Electric on the visual edu- 
cational issue. 

A Fox contract with RCA Photo- 
Phone for recording of Fox aca- 
demic subjects is drawn and waiting 
signatures. Under this paper Fox 
will be able to use the Photophone 
System at $100, a saving of $400 per 
reel in royalty as compared to W. E. 

’. E. apparatus, however, will 
remain in the studio because of the 
hewsreel contract with that electric. 


‘Arrowsmith’ at $2 


‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) will probably 
open at a $2 house which must be 
on Broadway. If available, the spot 
may be the Criterion which is held 
by Universal on lease for four 
weeks, 

Wanting the picture ready around 
Thanksgiving, Sam Goldwyn has 
asked his home office to prepare a 
twice daily run campaign. 


Skouras’ N. E. Link 


Fox Capitol, Port Chester, N. Y., 
has been taken over by the Skouras 
Brothers, Skouras operation was 
Officially scheduled to begin Friday 
(6). 

This house formerly was listed by 

Ox as part of its New England 
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Half Million Yearly 





Child’s Punch Line 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 9. 
It actually happened in a 
nabe house the other night. 
Picture had scene in which 
a chemist was busily engaged 
in his lab with test tubes and 
such. All was quite until a 
five-year-old tot broke the 
silence by loudly asking: 





‘Mom, is that man making 
beer like Pop?’ It broke up 
the show. 











SKOURAS DEALS 
FOR NY HOUSES 
WITH RKO 


Spyros Skouras has offered the 


New York houses recently secured 
by him in the Fox theatre deal to 
RKO. Dealing has started in a trade 
off for films but looks unlikely to be 
completed. 

The New York houses number 
around three. They are apart from 
the remainder of the 48 houses going 
to Skouras in the Fox trade. Oth- 
ers of those theatres are in New 
Jersey and Long Island and Port 
Chester. Those Skouras will per- 
sonally operate with his brothers, 
George and Charlie. 

The Skouras New York houses are 
among those formerly negotiated 
with between Fox and RKO. Nothing 
came of that proposal, through the 
parties reported as unable to agree 
upon a rental basis. The houses in 
New York are the Audubon, Cro- 
tona and Park Plaza, all in the de- 
luxe class. 

Report is that Skouras will prob- 
ably purchase the remainder of the 
Fox houses in upper New York 
state, some 28 theatres. 


FILM ROW’S $72,000 
FOR CHICAGO POOR 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 


Donation of local film business to 
the Unemployment Relief Fund for 
Illinois will total approximately $10,- 
000 above the original quota of $60,000 
established under the arrangement 
of three days’ pay per empleyee. In 
spite of the early grumbles against 
the three-day assessment, the film 
board last week unanimously voted 
to make the allotment. 

Total weekly salary of local film 
business to be taxed has been set 
at $142,000, which takes in exhibi- 
tors, exchanges and operators. Three 
days’ salary, or half of the total 
sum will touch $72,000. But this 
may be diminished somewhat over 
the six-month period by mergers, 
resignations, salary cuts. 
Assessments will be made at the 
rate of one-half day’s pay each 
month, running from November to 
April. 











U Won’t Battle Dailies 
Wanting to Switch Reels 


Although practically all of the 84 
newspapers in the hook-up with its 
newsreel are under long contracts, 
Universal is making it known that 
any paper which feels it can further 
its interests by becoming affiliated 
with a rival reel can do so without 
fear of litigation. 

This point is developing with the 
extension of the Hearst newsreel 
into publications other than just its 
own papers. 

With the freeze-out Universal is 
drawing practically all big circuit 
theatres, each chain favoring its 
own or the reel of another com- 
pany’s, U is now letting its daily 
subscribers take up cudgels as they 
see fit. No attempt, however, is 
being made to guide them or work 
such retailiation into a campaign by 
the home office. 


U feels that were there not an 
alleged agreement among the 
reels its own interests would have 





SToup. 


bookings increased 50% 


‘Frankenstein’ at Mayfair 


RKO will play ‘Frankenstein’ on 
the regular grind policy at the May- 
fair, New York. 

Universal's thriller will play the 
Broadway house following ‘Sui- 
cide Fleet’ (RKO-Pathe), which 
opens Thanksgiving Day. 








'Mastbaum-Earle 


Close as Boyd 
Opens in Philly 


Philadelphia, Nov. 9. 

Philly, with its biggest and next 
to newest deluxe film house closed 
for an indefinite period, the Earle, 
another prominent downtown the- 
atre announced as closing Nov. 19 
and the managers making heroic 
attempts to find pictures for the 
houses that are open, is in ab- 
normally sore picture straits. 

The Mastbaum, rumored as clos- 
ing for two weeks with the Stanley- 
Warner crowd always denying, shut 
its doors last Friday (6), co- 
incident with the reopening of the 
Boyd. Mastbaum, with a capacity 
of 4,800 and a terrific overhead and 
ground rent, just couldn’t make a 
go of it minus stage shows. Ever 
since musicians’ strike, attendance 
has been tumbling steadily. The 
Boyd, with half the attendance and 
approximately half the running ex- 
pense, has been closed since last 
season due to lack of pictures. 

‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G), was 
chosen for the Boyd, and to give 
the occasion a little more news in- 
terest, ‘Five Star Final’ was booked 
into the Stanley the same night 
(Friday) and the two openings 
were advertised as a ‘gala twin 
Hollywood opening’ — something 
‘unprecedented in the east.” Two 
theatres are only a block apart and 
the merchants in that section co- 
operated. Lighted sidewalks and 
decorations, usual mikes and Kliegs 
and music Papers’ news desks 
weren't enthused, but both pictures 
received ‘rave notices and business 
started well. 


Earle Goes Dark 


Announcement, made Saturday, of 
the Earle’s early closing Nov. 19 
was not expected. Reasons given by 
the Stanley-Warner officials were a 
shortage of product and inability to 
make terms with the musicians. 
Closing of S-W’s only two stage 
fare houses reduces downtown pic- 
ture house seating by 6,800 chairs. 

Passing of the Mastbaum and 
Earle follows close on the heels 
of an attempt to hire union mu- 
sicians by means of ads in the 
daily papers despite the existent 
strike. Of the 100 applicants, 50 
were reported as hired, but the S-W 
people gave up the idea when 
Adolph Hirschberg, president of the 
musicians’ union, declared _ that 
those hired would be considered 
strike breakers and expelled from 
the union. 

Stanley-Warner then inserted two 
column ads in several papers an- 
nouncing, officially, the closing of 
the Mastbaum and explaining the 
reasons as: 

‘Because of conditions over which 
we have no control, we are forced 
to close the Mastbaum theatre 
Thursday midnight, Nov. 5...Clos- 
ing of the Mastbaum doors will add 
277 workers to the already vast 
army of the unemployed...This sit- 
uation has been brought about 
by most unreasonable demands— 
amounting to virtual dictatorship— 
on the part of the musicians’ 
union...The forced closing of the 
Mastbaum theatre results in the 
loss of approximately $25,000 in 
wages paid weekly to 277 em- 
ployees.’ 








LEVIN’S TRIP 


Out to Contact for Copyright Bu- 
reau in Campaign 








Jack L. Levin, in charge of the 
Copyright Protection Bureau, leaves 
tomorrow (Wednesday) on a trip 
that will take in keys between New 
York and Denver. He will confer 
with distributor representatives in 
the field on distrib-exhib problems. 

Copyright Bureau is waging a 
campaign to lessen contractual evils. 





WB Lets Mullen Go 





William P. Mullen, assistant per- 
sonnel manager for Warner Bros., 


big | has been dropped. 


R. W. Budd, personnel chief, re- 





mains in charge. 


Loew Goes to New Peak at 43 3/4; 
Other Amusement Stocks Falter 
As Market Follows Grain Boom 





, * 
Yesterday’s Prices 
yi Net 
Sales. High. Low. Clese.ch’g. 
400 Cons. F... 8% 8% S%— % 
700 Do pf.... 15% 15% 15% + % 
5,800 East. K...117%1124%114 — % 
2,100 Fox F..... s 7% TW— % 
4,300 Gen. Th 1% 1% 1% + %& 
15,600 Loew 438% 41% 42% + % 
17,900 Par-P .... 17% 16% 16% — % 
400 Pathe Ex. 1 % %— % 
400 DoA 3% 3% 3% —-% 
36,500 RCA ...... 14% 13% 13%— % 
18,200 RKO ..... 6% 6 6% —- % 
200 Shub ..... 1% Mm 1%+% 
20 Univ pf 39% 39% 39%+% 
9,100 W. B 7 6% 6% — % 
CURB 
2,800 Fox Th 1% 1% #=%&W& 
500 Gen. T. pf. 1% 1% 1% 
300 Tech. 4% 4% =4%+ % 
100 Trans-I 2% 2% 2%-—% 
BONDS* 
$28,000 Gen. Thr.. 11% 10% 11% +1% 
4,000 Keith .... 50% 50 50% + % 
14,000 Loew ..... 9 Ot 04 «+4 
36,000 Par-Pub... 70% 70 70% + % 
5,000 W. B...... 49 48, 484% —1\ 
* Sales and prices to 2:10 p. m. 











UNEMPLOYMENT 
[.-A. SHOW TAX 
LOOKS K.0.D 


Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 

Seems as if the City Council's 
proposed 10% theatre tax for un- 
employment relief will die before 
launched. It was pointed out by the 
theatres, and endorsed by some of 
the city fathers, that exhibitors 
were doing their best to relieve un- 
employment such as at the Para- 
mount with its 55-piece band and 
big stage shows, to give employ- 
ment to as many people as possible. 

Similarly the two Warner houses, 
along with the Million Dollar, Los 
Angeles, resumption of stage pro- 
logs at Grauman’s Chinese, etc., all 
tended to employ more and more 
union and artistic manpower. 

Also, should the 10% theatre tax 
go through, it would not become ef- 
fective until Jan. 1 and it would be 
another five months before any 
funds were actually realized as 
southern California exhibs would 
take the 10% to court. All of which 
would tie up in escrow these funds 
for another three or four months, 
so that the purpose of immediate 
financial relief for unemployment, or 
other funds, would not have be ac- 
complished. 





Columbus, Nov. 9. 

A 10% amusement tax for Co- 
lumbus, to relieve the needy of the 
city during the winter months, is 
expected to be acted on by city 
council at its next session. Tax on 
theatre and other amusement en- 
terprises is deemed necessary, due 
to the failure of the one-mill levy 
on real estate to pass. 

Amusement levy was proposed in 
council last week. Indications are 
that it will go through despite ef- 
forts of theatre operators. 

Up to the present time opposition 
to the measure has been kept in an 
almost secret form. Theatre men, 
however, are naturally not going to 
stand by and see the old bogey 
slapped on them without a howl of 
some sort. 





Mystery in Death of 


Showman Found in Lake 


Decatur, IIL, Nov. 9. 

Mystery surrounds the death of 
Frank Mellinger, owner of the Var- 
sity theatre, Champaign, whose 
body was found in Lake Decatur, 
here, Nov. 5. His car, a new sedan, 
was parked on the bridge with a 
tire pump connected to a rear wheel. 

A wound on his face, might have 
been due to striking against rip 
rapping on the lake shore or some 
object in the water, authorities said. 
Valuables upon his person had not 
been disturbed. 





Wasserman Pinch Hitting 
H. I. Wasserman, in the Mas- 
sachusetts territory for Publix, is 
pinch hitting as d. m., following the 
death of Frank Hookailo, old Pub- 
lix manager brought 
Gray circuit. 


s 


The stock market went into new 
high ground yesterday on the very 
respectable turnover of about 3,000,- 
000 shares, as newly organized pools 
took full advantage of a boiling 
market in the grains and other com- 
modities, principally a sensational 
bull drive in cotton, up $2.50 a bale 
in spite of an extremely bearish 
government crop report. 

War clouds darkening in the Far 
East also were made to serve the 
purpose of the bull sponsors of this 
market, and skilled generalship did 
the rest. 

Loew, among the amusements, 
performed remarkably well, going to 
a new peak on the recovery close to 
44 and holding much of its gain to 
the finish, despite profit taking. 
Paramount started the day with a 
bold gesture, and jumped to 17%, 
but this price was shaded to below 
17 toward the end of the session. 

The other amusements were lag<- 
gard, continuing to makea wretched 
showing in the face of surrounding 
strength. With gains of 1 to § 
points sprinkled liberally through- 
out the list, most of the theatre 
stocks showed fractional losses on 
the day, suggesting that even at 
present low prices there are plenty 
of long holders anxious to get out. 

Bonds continued their favorable 
action, with a net gain of 4 points 
alone in Loew loans. The others 
were quiet and steady to firm in an 
irregularly higher general market. 

Film Stocks Lag 

Most convincing rally since Janu- 
ary got under way last week and 
nearly all sections of the list partic- 
ipated in the movement. The few 
that couldn’t muster a ryreetete dt | 
therefore took on a rather hopeless 
appearance, and among them there 
was no question of the presence of 
several film issues, notably Ware 
ners, RKO and Fox. 

Loew’s, which has had a faithful 
band of partisans back of it through- 
out the slump, came to the front 
promptly with the improvement and 
Paramount benefitted largely, re- 
cent news developments within the 
company having put it.in line for a 
move. Loew’s went forward with 
great confidence into new high 
ground above 43 on Saturday but its 
behavior during the last half hour 
suggested that it was getting into 
territory where it would meet plen- 
ty of new stock sales. There was 
heavy profit taking just before the 
close, prices backing away from 
43% to 42 flat in a few minutes. 

It is to be remembered that dure 
ing the period from, say, late March 
until the June break, Loew moved 
back and forth many times over the 
range from 42 to 46, and it is not 
unlikely that if it gets back in that 
zone it will find heavy going. 
Against this prospect of running 
into overhanging stock, there is also 
to be set the fact that a declarae 
tion of an extra of $1 at the De- 
cember dividend meeting would 
make strong bull capital for any 
clique operation. For the present 
there are other stocks that prom- 
ise a better return for a quick turn, 
chiefly because there probably is no 
great short interest outstanding in 
Loew. 

Paramount on heavy turnover 
climbed back above 17 and held its 
newly gained ground rather well, 
Entrance of the new Chicago cap- 
ital into the company, and the probe 
ability that the Windy City group 
would be extremely valuable to any 
clique operation, took hold of trader 
imagination, always ready to meet 
a Paramount move half way. That 
stock was the leader of group for 
years and was the medium of many 
operations that made profits for 
outside trailers. Thus in a ticker 
sense it has an enormous amount of 
speculative good will. At its pres- 
ent level it has fascinating prossi- 
bilities for turns, irrespective of the 
admittedly pressing problems it has 
in the near future, Fundamentally 
there are plenty of arguments 
against Par for a long play, and 
basically it may be high enough at 
16-17 for the present, but the bulls 
in it disregard fundamentals in 
favor of strictly tape operations. 

War Tip a Dud 

Loudly heralded coup in Warners 
failed to materialize, and from its 
performance during last week’s run 
up, any campaign is off for the 
present. If its sponsors had any 
definite program at this time, they 
certainly would not have ignored 
last week’s golden opportunity. 
Company product, after a brilliant 
start of the new season, has not de- 
veloped any further sensations to 
date, and the effect of the initial 





in with the | 


quality film group by now has 
somewhat worn off. Volume dropped 


«Continued on page 21) 
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PICTURE GROSSES 














London, Nov. 9. 

West End picture houses, with a 
few exceptions, are flopping badly. 
Depression is the alibi but pictures 
may have something to do with it. 

Gaumont British, in an attempt to 
bolster West End biz, has appointed 
Jeffrey Bernerd, of the executive 
staff, to stage presentations where 
possible, which is helping to pull 
some of the houses out of the red. 

Approximate Grosses 
(Figures based on current rate of 
exchange.) 

Capitol—The Calendar’ (B&D). 
Terminated three weeks, averaging 
$7,500 with ‘The Spider’ (Fox) and 
stage show replacing. 

Cariton—My Sin’ (Par) (3rd 
week). Down to around $7,500. Run 
forced through lack of attraction 
and management is seriously con- 
sidering staging a big revue for 
Christmas. Francis Mangan would 
stage it with scenery from the Par- 
amount storehouse. 

Dominion—Unholy Garden’ (4th 
week). Averaging $15,000. Will re- 
main until] Christmas when ‘Palmy 
Days (UA) follows. 

Empire—‘Great Lover’ (Metro). 
Grossed about $18,500 in one week’s 
run; disappointing and shows Men- 
jou up as no longer a draw in Lon- 
don. ‘Guilty Hands’ (Metro) cur- 
rent, with ‘Guardsman’ (Metro) re- 
placing on Nov. 13 for fortnight. 

Pavilion—‘Gypsy Blood’ (BIP). 
About $6,800 in the first week and 
holding over. 

Marble Arch—‘Rebound’ (Pathe). 
About $4,500. Below house average 
and jerked. ‘Alexander Hamilton’ 
(WB) in as second run. 

New Gallery—‘Alexander Hamil- 
ton’ (WB). Did poorly. Gross for 
entire 18 days’ run around $15,400. 
‘Michael and Mary’ (G-B) current. 

Plaza — ‘Daughter .of Dragon’ 
(Par). Disappointing at $14,300. 
House is having difficulty finding 
suitable pictures and its prestige is 
suffering. ‘Secrets of Secretary’ 
(Par) current with ‘Stambul’ (Par- 
British) to follow. 

Tivoli—‘Carnival’ (B&D). Got 
away to good start with smash no- 
tices and big publicity, rolling up 
wbout $15,000. Alfred Rode band on 
stage helped. Picture in for four 
weeks and looks good for all that 
time. 

Regal—‘Road to Singapore’ (WB). 
Surprisingly good with about $11,- 
250 and holding for second week. 

Rialto—‘Phantom of Paris’ (Me- 
tro). Fell to mere $3,000. ‘I Like 
Your Nerve’ (FN) replacing. 

Leicester Square—‘Bad Company’ 
(Pathe). Terminated fortnight with 
average of about $9,000. ‘Honey- 
moon Adventure’ current. 


Stages Give ‘Blond’ and 
Heart’ $16,000-$9,000 


Indianapolis, Nov. 9. 

Reception of Fanchon and Marco 
units at the Indiana has been ex- 
ceptionally good and is boosting. 
However, the Lyric is forcing the 
Indiana to do something by booking 
in Johnny Perkins, Olsen and John- 
son, Clyde Cook, Baby Marie, etc., 
to headline its vaude. Such bills 
are aiding these theatres to rise 
above mediocre pictures. 

Road shows, at the English, are 
also drawing exceptionally well. One 
day last week “The Student Prince” 
was a sellout, something to write 
about in this town. About all mem- 
bers of Charlie Davis’s band are 
back in the pit band at the Indiana. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Should get about nice 9,000. 








Living’ (U) about $11,000, 


player. 


close with welcome $7,000. 
liver as other Baxter pictures, $5,500 


35-50)—‘Unholy Garden’ 
fair $6,500. Last week 
Claudet’ (M-G) about $9,000, 
for theatre in several weeks. 


unit. Has good chance to 
pleasant $16,000. 
of Family’ (WB) also $16,000. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 
Once a Lady’ (Par). 
boost above the $6,000. 


tire family 
gwights for one adult admission. 


Last 
week Pepper Martin and ‘Reckless 
good. 
Young America went for the ball 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 25- 
35-50)—‘Mad Genius’ (WB). Should 
Last 
week ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) failed to de- 


Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
(UA} “A 
‘Madelon 
best 


Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) and F-M 
reach 
Last week ‘Honor 


25-35-40) 

Should 
House has Fox 
been dwindling for some time. Last 
week ‘Ruling Voice’ (WB) also $6,- 


to enter Wednesday 


West End Film Biz Bad and Pictures 
Suspected — ‘Hamilton’ Light and 
‘Great Lover’ Off; ‘My Sin’ Forced On 


coneprmnnitiant + 





LOUISVILLE SMILES 


‘5 Star’ $23,000 in 2 Wks—‘Guards- 
man’ $9,200 at Loew’s, Not Bad 


Louisville, Nov. 9. 

With ‘Five Star Final’ equalling 
records of ‘Cimarron’ at Brown last 
week, picture is held for a second 
week. Democrats won by over- 
whelming majority last week and 
theatres are feeling it happily. 
Indian summer weather creating 
big night audiences and fine mat- 
inees as ladies turn out to shop. 

Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)—‘The 
Guardsman’ (M-G). Will do pretty 
good. $9,200. Last week ‘Unholy 
Garden’ (UA) $9,800. 
Strand (1,865; 25-35-50)—‘Once a 
Lady’ (Par). Oke with $10,200. Last 
week ‘Cisco Kid’ Fox) fair on $8,800. 
Brown (2,124; 25-35-50)—‘Five 
Star Final’ (FN). In second week 
$8,800. Last week same film topped 
records with $14,200. 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,940; 35- 
40-50)—‘Heartbreak’ (Fox). Near 
$12,900, good. Last week ‘Sob Sis- 
ter’ (Fox) $13,700. 
Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 15- 
25-40)—Girls About Town’ (Par). 
For $4,200. Last week ‘Beloved 
Bachelor (Par) around $4,500. 











Haines-Dorsay Close in 
Colum.-$10,000 for ‘Lady’ 


Columbus. Nov. 9. 

(Drawing Population, 475,000) 
Business is due to get back to 
normal this week after a hectic 
splurge at both the Palace and Ohio 
last week. Stage show and vaude 
houses still have the call, however. 
Bill Haines making personal ap- 
pearances at the Ohio with ‘Wal- 
lingford,’ should have a bit the bet- 
ter of the two-way argument this 
week, but Fifi Dorsay has strong 
stage and screen support at the 
Palace, 
Last week Marx Brothers at Pal- 
ace, together with ‘Platinum Blonde’ 
on screen, broke all-time house rec- 
ord, stepping up to $27,800. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)—‘24 
Hours’ (Par) and vaude. Fifi Dor- 
say on stage for nice $14,000. Last 
week ‘Platinum Blonde’5 (Col) and 
Marx Bros. in person new high with 
$27,800, 
Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘Wallingford’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Haines heading unit; should do 
around good $17,000. Last week 
‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) and Ted Lewis 
to $19,700. 
Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
—Once a Lady’ (Par). Fair enough 
at $10,000. Last week ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(Fox) got Palace overflow for fair 





$7,600. 
Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-50)— 
‘Sideshow’ (WB). Don Cook, ex- 


localite, in cast, helping plenty; $4,- 
800. Last week ‘Hamilton’ (WB) 
fair enough at $4,400. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25)— 
‘Bad Company’ (Pathe) and ‘The 
Brat’ (Fox). Slightly over average 
at $2,100. Last week ‘Tipoff’ and 
‘Shanghaied Love’ off a bit at $1,850. 


Local Boy’ $5,000—K. C; 
‘Guardsman’ Fair, $15,500 


Kansas City, Nov. 9. 

Contrary to expectations business 
has been getting worse, and now it 
is about at the hair-tearing stage. 

This week the Midland has ‘The 
Guardsman,’ in to replace ‘Cuban 
Love Song,’ and doing pretty well. 
Friday openings given a boost by 
another of the Merchant’s ‘Down- 
town Days,’ with the transportation 
company giving free rides on street 
cars and buses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 
‘The Guardsman’ (M-G). Lots of 
newspaper publicity and will prob- 
ably get close to $15,500, fair. Last 
week ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) slipped 
badly for $11,800. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio). 
Should amount to $17,500, all right. 
Last week ‘Fifty Fathoms’ (Col.) 
$14,800, light. 

Newman (1,890; 25-35-50)—‘Once 
a Lady’ (Par). Ruth Chatterton 
for nice $10,000. Last week ‘Plat- 
inum Blonde’ (Col) given good re- 
views, $9,400. 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50)—‘Local 
Boy’ (WB). Some time since Joe 
Brown on downtown screen will hold 
to house average, about $5,000. Last 
week ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) surprised 
with $6,300. 


Crazy $23,000, 
‘Home’ $15,000 in 
Big Capital Wk. 


Washington, Nov. 9. 
“Town is having plenty of world 
premiers, with the majority of them 
clicking, so nobody complaining. 
Latest was Thursday night (5) at 


Keith’s with Seth Parkers’ ‘Way 
Back Home.’ Picture is headed for 
five weeks, getting its trade without 
any of the younger bunch helping 
out. 











Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew’s) (1,323; 25-35- 
50)—‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G). In sec- 
ond stanza almost $10,000 assured. 
Last week same film, $15,000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-35) — ‘Blonde 
Crazy’ (FN). Cagney in person will 
get this combo house a good $23,000. 
Last week ‘Girls About Town’ (Par) 
and James Hall in personal, $20,000; 
that’s business, too. 

Fox (Fox) (2,434; 25-35-50)—Yel- 
low Ticket’ (Fox). Close to $25,000. 
Last week ‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox), 
$29,600 swell. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624-25-35- 
50-75)—‘Mad Genius’ (WB). In sec- 
ond week may do $7,000. Last week 
it did about $10,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-50-70) 
—Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Piling up plenty with 
local girl, Helen Hayes, leading cast; 
around $20,500. Last week ‘Cuban 
Love Song’ (M-G) surprised with 


$17,000. 
Rialto (U) (1,853; 25-35-50-75)— 


‘Leftover Ladies’ (Tiff). May get 
$7,000. Last week ‘Reckless’ (U) 
around $5,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50)— 
‘Way Back Home’ (Radio). Will do 
a good $15,000. Last week ‘Conso- 
lation Marriage’ (Radio), bad at 





$6,000. 





Hearst's Surefire Anti Campaign 





Helps ‘Final’ to $31,000 in 2 Frisco Wks.— 
‘Touchdown’ Good at $26,000 





San Francisco, Nov. 9. 


dive with 


being pulled from the house. 


‘Five Star Final.’ 
merrily at $13,000 on its 


House management 
continues campaign. 


$26,000 on ‘Touchdown.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
(5,000; 35-65), ‘Cuban 


000. for $30,000 on six days. Last week 
Ohio (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)—/]‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) not bad on 

‘Five Star Final’ (FN). A replay | $37,000. 

from Indiana and above $900. Last Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30-40- 

week ‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff) | 65), ‘Big Gamble’ (Pathe) and vaud 

$759; theatre still permitting en-|Ho hum week at $13,000. Last week 


Ma Kennedy and 





Orpheum jis outstanding for its 
‘Consolation Marriage,’ 
which has resulted in the orchestra 
Not 
.|more than $4,000 here this week. 
All other houses are hitting the 
ball with but one holdover in town, 
Latter clicking 
second 
week at Warners with a repeat on 
the Los Angeles Hearst slap at the 
film as an attack on journalism, etc. 
hopes Hearst 


Loew's Warfield expecting a neat 
Love 


Song’ (M-G) and stage show. Jimmy 
Duranti in person holding film up 


*What-a-Man |} here; 
Huds¢n’ in person flopped with but'against film a surefire aid. 


$12,000 showing; ‘Lady from 
where’ (Ches) was the picture, 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35-50), 
‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio) and 
stage show. Very poor at $4,000 and 
band dropped. Last week $5,000 on 
‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col.). 
Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50), 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par). Chatterton a 
draw at $16,000, better than house 
has had in weeks; Bing Crosby 


No- 


short may be helping. Last week 
short of $12,000 on ‘Girls About 
Town’ (Par). 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60), 
‘Unholy Garden) (UA). Not big at 
$10,000. Last week ‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA) closed after three weeks to 
$8,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-50-60), 


‘Touchdown’ (Par) and stage show. 
Looks good at $26,000. Last week 
‘Wallingford’ (M-G), $27,000. 
Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60), ‘Five 
Star Final’ (WB) (2nd week). Plug- 
ging away steadily at $13,000. First 


.| week came within a few hundred of 


fine $158,000, Warners 


campaign 


record for 
Hearst's anti 
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N. 0. IN GOOD SHAPE 


‘Flying High’ and ‘Affair’ $11,000— 
‘Dreyfus’ Holds Over 








New Orleans, Nov. 9. 

Three biggest first runs are 
showing a nice turn of speed cur- 
rently. ‘Unholy Garden’ is out in 
front but not sensational. ‘Dan- 
gerous Affair’ is showing strength 
at the Orpheum, while the State has 
‘Flying High,’ which is holding its 
own. 

H the bookers ever send some 
smash films down here they’ll clean 
up. Business has been above even 
theatre men’s hopes with mediocre 
product. 

Estimates for This Week 
Saenger (3,600; 65)—‘Unholy Gar- 
den’ (UA). Looks like $14,000; ex- 
cellent, considering light overhead 
here now. Last week ‘Girls About 
Town’ (Par) $12,000, good. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—T lying 


High’ (M-G). Will get favorable 
$11,000. Last week ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) 
$12,000. 


Orpheum (2,400; 60)—‘Dangerous 
Affair’ (Col) doing well and may 
get $11,000. Last week ‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe) $12,000, excellent. 
Strand (1,800; 650)—‘Honor of 
Family’ (WB). May only get $2,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Ruling Voice’ (FN) 
$2,200; house operating very cheaply. 
Tudor (800; 35)—‘Dreyfus Case’ 
(Col). Held over for second week 
and may garner $2,500. Last week 
same picture $4,500, big for this 
house, 


‘BILL’S’ $20,000 TOPS; 
PENN’S 2 ONLY $17,500 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 9. 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
Strange thing about local mu- 
sicians strike, now two months old, 
is that it’s helping houses which 
have always operated on straight 
picture while it’s permitting the de- 
luxe sites, regular presentation the- 
atres, to just about break even. 
Present outlook is that walk-out 
will continue for some time as no 
indications yet of boys getting to- 
gether. 
‘Ambassador Bill’ and ‘Squaw 
Man’ shape up as standouts of cur- 
rent sessions. Will Rogers, at 
Stanley, is threatening to gather a 
minimum of $20,500, while Fulton, 
with the old meller, sailing along 
nicely to probable $8,800, okay fig- 
ures for both. 

Penn is bolstering ‘24 Hours’ 
with a four-reel Laurel and Hardy, 
but little likelihood of going beyond 
a light $17,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 15-25-35-50) 
‘Wicked’ (Fox). Poor $3,000 indi- 
cated. Last week ‘I Like Your 
Nerve’ (FN) around $3,250. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50) ‘Squaw Man’ (M-G). 
Lukewarm notices but combination 
of cast names and old meller into 
nice money at close to $8,800. Last 
week ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) only $6,300, 
very poor. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40) 
‘Homicide Squad’ (U). House 
climbing little each week with dou- 
ble feature bills, one of them in- 
variably a western, but gang film 
likely to set takings back a little; 
augurs light $2,500. Last week 
‘Fanny Foley’ (Radio) and Hoot 
Gibson feature close to $3,000. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-85- 
50-60) ‘24 Hours’ (Par) and ‘Beau 
Hunks’ (M-G). Plus Laurel-Hardy 
four-reeler only $17,500 looked for, 
weak. Last week ‘Madelon Claudet’ 
(M-G) around $21,000, fair, but con- 
sidered okay for picture sans screen 
name. 

Sheridan Square (RKO) (1,750; 
10-15-25-35-50) ‘Unholy Garden’ 
(UA). Second run for Colman pic- 
ture and considered strong enough 








to squeeze out nice $4,000. Last 
week ‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G) 
not so hot; under $3,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50) 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox). Will 
Rogers growing locally in popu- 


larity; expected to top $20,000, nice. 
Last week ‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) 
a disappointment at $13,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col). Holt and 
Graves won’t better moderate $8,- 
750. Last week ‘Mad Genius’ (WRB) 
around $19,000. 


WARSHAWSKY AT U. A. 
Until lately with Radio, Sam 
Warshawsky has joined United 
| Artists in a temporary assignment 

that may lead into permanency. 
He comes in to handle special 
publicity on the Douglas Fairbanks 
picture, ‘Around the World,’ slated 





for the Rivoli. 


Cisco Kid, Roosevelt, $24,000: 
‘Love at U. A. in Chi, $16,000: 
2d Vaude Stand Starts Well 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 


week, being on its way to a cleane 
cut $24,000 with ‘Cisco Kid.’ At its 
present speed likely to stick a trio 
of weeks, longest sojourn at thig 
theatre for one picture in nine 
months. Evidently the fans haven’t 
forgotten In Old Arizona.’ 

‘Once a Lady,’ at the Chicago, ig 
depending largely on Ruth Chatter. 
ton to hold up its head. Star hag 
been a steady winner locally, though 
her last two films haven’t been coo 
lossal, One big item in her favor, 
however, is that this film stands out 
as the only solid femme flicker in 


the loop. Other picture that might 
attract the ladies is slated for dise 
appointment from present signs. 
This is ‘Age for Love’ at the United 
Artists. ‘Platinum Blonde’ means 
only a so-so week at the Oriental, 
Picture, originally slated for the 
indie Woods, shifted to Publix when 
the Woods closed two weeks ago. 
Loop-End theatre, formerly the 
Rialto and now a vaudfilmer, started 
Saturday (7) with six acts, headed 
by Mae Murray, and ‘Road to Reno’ 
(Par). Gross on first week will be 


of 10,000 passes. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85), ‘Once a Lady’ (Par) and 
stage show. Nothing exciting at 
$37,000. Last week ‘Madelon Clau- 
det’ (M-G) startled even its well«s 
wishers when it built sharply toe 
wards close to finish at neat $41,200, 

Loop-End (Jones) (1,600; 35-50), 
‘Road to Reno’. (Par) and vaude, 
Mae Murray hefdlining six-act bill; 
picture entirely submerged under 
vaude ad spread; opening week nece 
essarily hindered by 10,000 free due 
cats distributed through Davis dee 
partment store; biggest problem at 
this house is the evenings; mats 
should draw from femme shopping 
trade; indications are for fair week. 

McVickers (Publix-B. & K.) (2,« 
200; 60-75-85), ‘Five Star Final’ 
(WB). Will make it a fortnight; 
first week oke at $22,200 and current 
stanza to $14,000. ‘Yellow Ticket’ 
(Fox) replaces Wed. (11). 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85), ‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) 
and stage show. Just fair around 
$26,000. Last week Sophie Tucker 
and ‘Sideshow’ (WB) a good $29,300, 

Palace (RKO) (2,300; 50-75-85), 
‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Irene Rich not /.kely to mean more 
than passable $24,000. Last week 
‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) $23,900. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,500; 
50-75-85), ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox). Loop’s 
current sweetie, a fine $24,000 for 
small-seater; maybe three weeks. 
Last week ‘Mad Genius’ (WB) out 
after thin 11-day session at $16,600. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-7ie 
85), ‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col). Holt« 
Graves mystery not going anys 
where; stay likely to be short; may¢ 
be $17,000. Last week ‘Devotion? 
oo took nice $12,100 for second 

alf, 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (Ls 
700; 50-75-85), ‘Age for Love’ (UA). 
Weak and doesn’t indicate more 
than a $16,000 first week. Last week 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) finished forte 
night sadly at $12,900. 


‘FLYING HIGH’ $15,000 
AT LOEW’S IN PROV. 


Providence, Nov. % 

(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Except in one or two cases no ine 
dications that local theatres will get 

fat on current grosses. 
‘Flying High,’ at Loew’s, is pepPY.« 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75)— 
‘Flying Hich’ (M-G). Not big but 
may see nice $15,000 on strength of 
ballyhoo, Last week “Madelon Clau- 

det’ (M-G) built to good $17,200. 








Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 
‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) and ‘Sob Sister 
(Fox). Pretty fair at $10,500. Last 


week ‘Honor of Family’ (WB) and 
‘Ruling Voice’ (WB), $10,000. 


Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘Once 
a Lady’ (Par). Aiming for good 
enough $9,000. Last week ‘Girls 
About Town’ (Par) $8,700. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-50)—‘Way 
Rack Home’ (Radio). House has 
attempted to sell this one from 
every angle, but pretty x1 $9,000 
seems top. “.ast week ‘Dang ous 
Affair’ (Col) slipped badly, $5 v.. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-35) —"' Left 
over Ladies’ (Tiff). Four days nd 
just so-so at $900. Last week ‘Sune 
down Trail’ (Tiff), three days, f0F 


$700, 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—‘Border Law 
(Col) and yaude. Will tilt $6,000 
without difficulty. Last week ‘Heart 





break’ (Fox) excellent at $6,50% 


Roosevelt takes a safe lead thig' 


held down sharply by a snowstorm’ 
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tage are Revival in ars Way; 
IN DENVER AT $12,500 : y; 
? 
Due This Week —Dishonorable’ Denver, Now,» No Totals Above That Figure 
Pajama parade by students _of 3 
Denver University, on eve of their 
° big game, and opening night of 
arts ‘Touchdown’ gave that picture good r er OC 
a 9 sendoff and should go $12,500 at the ; 
Paramount. Exploitation reached all 
a. colleges and schools and each hav- + 
ing special nights. , 
a — , a? 42 
Los Angeles, Nov. 9. NEW HAVEN FAIR Estimates for This Week STEADY BUFFALO GROSSES| Although it's not currently on dis- 
Big doin’s in town later this week, ee Sees Saree a ee Bes | play, there*s a general feeling along 
. . 9 . utlm a >; vv-00- » ‘ec: 9 \ , 

3 hence this is the calm before the | “Ticket Moderate on $12,000—‘Plati- | .-) "Platinues Blond’ ‘eol): Death ‘Lady’ $25,000 and ‘Final’ $15,000—/ Broadway and through the show 
hoped-for storm to the box offices. num Blond’ OK with $5,500. of Robert Williams, in this picture, ‘Voice’ Slow, $6,500 offices that maybe conditions are 
3 , stare ss ing; fai 5 as ek a aida 2 . " reek 7 

: 4 Warners has given in to the stage wisiie Mardin, Sak: © erin Oy pp ny ny 95.008 suffalo. Nov. 9. taking an upturn. This week re 

s s o Ty r )- ) — * . “ . “4 sing! Sulag ects SoOrae ateri renkness 

" show idea, starting Nov. 12; follow (Drawing Population, 300,000) Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) (Drawing Population, 500,000) flects screen —- nga weakness, 

ing day Grauman’s Chinese returns Managers are beginning to com- ‘Once a Lady’ (Par) and stage Susiness is holding steadily this | mostly with Ruth Chatterton and 

. to its former $1.50 top with ‘The plain about the shortage of hit films. | a ag Ba gg — a Not so many dull spots cur-| Bing Crosby in person the leaders 

’ (M- -|F rh iti ey ee ‘ , oe. y. : 65,000 at the Par: nt. Meg 
eee aaine cult ahane Gains F. and M. units have switched back Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- Estimates for This Week os $6 — a + re enpisbne Means 

3 yet Egyptian in Holly- to the Fox-Poli for two weeks due | 50)—‘Touchdown’ (Par). Fine $12,- Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) aoa cores agri aoe o I 

. : Cina >). | 500 in prospect. Last week ‘Cuban|!—Once a Lady’ (Par) and stage Radio crooner is in after severa 

- wood, for ——— = —— stand on} to previous bookings of Duke El-| 7. song’ (M-G) $9,600 on eight|show. Should get good $25,000 | weeks of strong advance heralding 
s a g't¢ge ang gow oa thee lington and Thurston at the Para-| gays, Last week ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) did] during which Par utilized every- 

. tated by giving it the spot as the] mount. Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-365-50)— | neat $28,300. thing from lights to trailers and 

a “gon Pope oe ‘Rebound’ (Pathe), after being ‘Caught Plastered’ (Radio). Oke Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50)— | shorts to annouce his coming. ‘Clau- 
on , Cenerios. ye Bill , oe - booked for two Fox houses, finally | with $3,750. Last week ‘Wallingford’ | ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) and stage show.| det’ is holding over at the Capitol, 

r, with a or a a figure it| settled down at the Paramount. (M-G) fell off to around $3,500 in| Average for $14,000. Last week] for around a good $60,000, but the 

t hasnt ‘i? Dish ranch 0 (U 1 Estimates for This Week eight days. ‘Smart Women’ (Radio), with Bill| Roxy is limping with ‘Friends and 

n Pech ao on Fiebtnny dsciae abies Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65)— Huffman’s Tabor (1,900; 25-35-5 Robinson on stage, piled up fine/ Lovers’ at $60,000. Warner's Holly- 

Nov. 6 at the besa ne A ay S vr “ ‘Rebound’ (Pathe) and Thurston. A |—‘Mad Genius’ (WB). Poor on $8,- | $18,000. . wood is a possible legit site again, 
it an Be agp vgs “Se gaye She h poe good $18,000. Last week ‘Girls About |500. Last week ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; _25-{| for a musical, but not until the first 
< stressed t at au the Superiatives Town’ (Par) and Ellington band. | $9,000, 35-50)—‘Five Star Final’ (WB)./of the year. ‘The Champ’ and 

Se were not exaggerated. This is a $20,000, big. Newspaper raves and indicates $15,- | ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ open $2 runs 

d ee os ‘: te Fox-Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65)—‘Yel-| , 000. Last week ‘Palmy Days’ (UA)| Monday and Tuesday, respectively, 

is everyt oy * s , al relic } ; + — low Ticket’ (Fox) and unit. On way fair at $16, 400. m at the Astor and Criterion, ‘Age for 

1. boyantly that the public has become | ty moderate $12,000. Last week Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35)—|Love’ (UA) also comes into the 

18 = up ey pene vas as Hae any-! ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) modest at $11,- ‘Ruling Voice’ (W ais Slow a we Rivoli this Thursday. 

Th ing. Mi star 9, pace. - 500. Last week ‘Homicide qua Ar 1 the week's ‘ 

All this ronegtag. 3 is in Hollywood a eo Sherman (WB) (2,200; 50) (U ) did nicely, $8,600. ; Pr mcr is mecsked Bena cee ha 

7 -— Pe agnaeer tc ae phe cr gy ape —'Mad Genius’ (WB). Should get Lafayette by pred a ay doing well at Warners for $8,000. 

“d seeked = pee State . $24,000 okay $6,000. Last week ‘Expensive Dienee oar ‘La t ow Murder The Mayfair isalso climbing, though 

0’ sean is okay on $23 000° deb Women (WB). Fair at $5,000. 9 arenes $ ht’ (Tritt), wall liked. over will be but fair with ‘Pad Company.’ 

De “Once a Lady.’ “ oF 4 College (Fox) (1,565; 50)—‘Plati- $9, 000, = ‘ Estimates for This Week 

m-° 4 ‘Platinum Blonde’ is very weak at aaa ie hype ‘aoe eee Court Street (Shea (1,600; 25)— Astor (1,120; $1-$2). ‘The Champ’ 

| the Orph with $4,000. det’ (M-G). Picked a pie ht e ‘The Bargain’ (IN). Probably un-| (MG). Opened last night (Monday). 
4 ‘Blonde Crazy,’ really ‘Larceny tory $5 600. ‘ - 9 der $2,500. Last week ‘Skyline’ | «Tne Guardsman’ (MG) out after a 

0: i Lane,’ upped the Downtown and Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50)—‘Pagan (Fox) $2,700. consistent run of nine weeks, 

1d Sach to $10,000. Stage shows go into | dy" (Col) and ‘Viking.’ “Good for Detroit, Nov. 9. | , ’ Over Ladice’ (Tit) and vauce. Not 

“ee the WB houses too , steady $4,500. sa Ween Zely Nothing seems to stimulate busi- Guardsman at so hot at $16 000, @ a etal Y = 

us , / rh Fathoms’ (Col) and ‘Skyline’ (Fox). ss here. Exceptional pictures get : BE gle, JUV, COSPIte Stage Com- ; 

le Estimates for This Week Nice at $5,000 pagar Pe “yl Pp reg . is bo carrying <.i Trahan and Georgie . 

O- Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,500; 50- ae a fair two weeks run an 18 000 In Phill Price, both w. k. to Broadway. Last ' 

10. $1.50) ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ (U) week of bad business. Names seem « ] week ‘Tipoff’ (Pathe) slipped to i 

)» and stage band (lst week). Opened . to help only a little. : $14,000 on second stanza. iF 

les | moderately; getaway week $9,000. Balto Riv Bankrupt; Latest resort is trying giveaways Boyd at $20 000 Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50). ‘Mad- 

ll; Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65) : 9 pine radio going in the Fisher this ar ’ elon Claudet’ (MG) and stage show 

er ‘Ambassador Bil!’ (Fox) (1st week). T F . ith Hi wees... . (2nd week). Strong femme follow- 

Ce House continues day-and-dating own alr, WI pp Mi ene for as Philadelphia, Nov. 9. ing, and this is Helen Hayes’ best 

us with a Hollywood stand, now the . - can: Tes -cs neo) por i ees A definite trend upward is indi-| known town; good around $61,000. 

ee ' Egyptian instead of the Chinese; Holdin U at 13.000 eth Chatterton ~ cated this week for the first time in| Last week same film $84,200; fine; 
at 4 latter resumes as a twice daily de- 5) agp egy te ora tha ry asain Horace Heidt band on stage, 

ts luxer Nov. 13 with ‘The Champ’ ner araw, is oO D is tar Cl S : — Criteri (886; $1- ‘Strictl 

P . és anaes ie > (Pp osing of the Mastbaum figures riterion ; $1-$2 rictly 
ng (M-G); this week a strong $16,000. Faltimore. Nov. 9, | V25t week ‘Girls About Town’ (Par) . owntown situation,| Dishonorable’ (U). Opens tonight 

Ke Last weck, second and final of ‘Yel- , ‘ : also weak at $23,700. nee We sega bls >| (10) 

9 low Ticket’ (Fox), $4,200 (Drawing Population 850,000) Fox—'‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) | with the Earle, scheduled to go . © ates . 

~~ : et a te ay A Gl , (5,000: 15-25-50) and stage show.|dark Nov. 19, aiding some more.| Hollywood (1,816; 50-65-$1). ‘Mad 

a ‘ Serptes | dn UA ate axing cistadec re ylang 8: Ne 5 forte: 1 ky to get $22 000. | Neither house has been able to crawi| Genius’ (WB) (3rd week). Barry- 

it; Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) (1st week). | bankruptcy of the Rivoli, for many peg a Shenetirant? ed) onke out of the red since musicians’ strike|™ore picture looks about ready 

your , icy i a vrs e =) , r ; + 7 . 
ee terion started with A a Stones years the most popular of the down- | g93 700, weak, caused cancellation of stage shows. -_ any time; ey at Ag ata 

10; Orphe ‘um (2,270; 25-56) ‘Platinum | from the main shopping stem could _ 25-35-60) and stage show. Sophie Keith's Dor aaened M-G-M and not Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85-$1). 

ol) Blonde’ (Col). Bad at $4,000. Final | not compete with the larger seated | Tucker in person helping but slight~- 3-w. ‘Once a Lady’ (Par), and stage 

nd five days of ‘Notre Dame’ (U),| houses. Financial jam is no sur-| ly this week; should wind up with |»*-). ‘ '| show. Bing Crosby billed ab ice 

i i é : ‘enius’| The Boyd, with ‘Madelon Claudet,’ | Show. Bing Crosby billed above pic 

Loe $4,400. Next week, ‘Are These Our} prise but mob is concerned for | $20,000. Last bog F a — looks strong on its reopening and| ture, after big advance campaign; 

00. Children 3 (Radio). Frank Price, manager. i bee fair ae ’ 0 . Affair’ should hit close to $20 000. Stanley screen and stage combo setting fine 

ie Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- Loew shift to Friday openings ie. ot aa has ‘Five Star Final’ and figures| $65,000 pace. Last week $52,000 on 

de. 90) ‘Smiling Lieutenant’ (Par) and| continues and this week the big| (Col) (2,750; 15-25-50). Not so} ha $23 000 ‘Girls About Town’ (Par). 

ore stage show. Under fair $10,000, | Stanley falls into step. That means| heavy; about £11,000. Last week a rdsman, at Keith's, won| Rialto (2,000; 25-40). | ‘Unholy 

ele Last week $7,200 for ‘Monkey Busi- | ‘Cuban Love Song,’ current, is a| ‘Rebound’ (Pathe) a light $13,000. Ces or ooo ae ir Mee Wie k). Around 

00 ’ , ‘ i Artists—‘Age for Love’| biggest newspaper raves. Art Al-|Garden’ (UA) (2nd week). Aroun 
le ness’ (Par), one of theatre’s poor-| four day booking only. The New United rtists—‘Age for Love ii hich ‘Guild. and| $20,000; not enough. First week 

005 est grosses. also shifts opening day to Saturday | (UA) (2,018; 15-25-35-60-75). Doing ty SP ee ae "4 we $33,400. 

p’s Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 25- | beginning this weekend. badly and out this week; will get | other highbrow legit shows, is mak- y fair (2.200: 40-$1)—Bad Com- 

for "5) ‘Once a Lady’ (Par) and stage Rumored that RKO product, once | $8,000. ing an exception to get back of this} May air (2,200; 40-$1) ad Com 

ks show. A 7 y Schanb 1 Paramount —‘‘Madelon Claudet’| film. Likely to get $18,000, but hold-| pany’ (Pathe). Hoping for light 

. . w. At $23,000 okay. Last week oy ianberger controlled and used at (M-G) (3,448; 15-25-35-60) Big| over dubious. Fox and ‘Cisco Kid’ $21,000. Last week new low on 

00 $17,000 for ‘Girls About Town’| Keith’s, but more recently at the : ory F Ne $20 000, | should do around $20,000, still figur- | ‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio) at 

3006 (Par); house continuing its stage | now money-troubled Rivoli, is to| opening and nice reviews, aed ta 5 of the town's only at $10,800 

oe Show ideas. go to the Palace. Same report says| 00d. Last week Platinum Blonde |'Ne Ontation program, though this| Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1)—‘Age 

sons RKO (2,950; 30-65) ‘Woman of| that this one time burlesque house ie — — a weacdieped sae egy ma ma ses . for Love’ (UA) (ist week). Heads 

ny ie ’ i .| day second wee . “ 

ays $15,000, "swell. ‘Last ‘week ‘Pagan | hart—maybe asa combo inspired | State—"Platinui | Blonde’ (Col) | ‘These four houses, all fairly alike| in ‘Thursday (12) when “Monkey 

oe Lady’ (Col) over $12,000; eight act| by the success of the round-the- ge nage oP ase PR po Bang F000, oe caren aa aedenier teondll weal toe 

“or ; ew > ey 0 ’ . 9 , 
vaude a factor here. be = Hipp. ; Last week ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) a| within $5,000 or $6,000 of each other. Roxy (6,200; 60-75 -$1.50) — 

1 State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1) siz generally is okay this week. Estimates for the Week ‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) and 

‘A "Purple Sage’ (Fox) and stage show.|Some ups and downs, however.| fair $7,400 on eight days. Stanley (3,700; 35 “50 15) ‘Five | stage show. Struggling with only 
le 0 ae io , P4 - = —_ . . + > 

pe: ae 4, iad up ede bad. bap poe oda Be 2 Menge nN a F Cast Ch Star Final’ (WB). Nicely received| weak $60,000 in sight. Last week a 

eek Madel Cla: det’ (M-G — = : : a ox Las anges by critics and had some attention| g00d $81,900 for ‘Yellow Ticket’ 

orte United Acti a’ Cranktind (2,100; Estimates for This Week Hollywood, Nov. 9. |through being part of ‘Gala Dual| (Fox). opt a 

85-$1)  ‘Unhols "a 1 (UA) (24 Century (Loew-UA) ‘Honor of| pociging that a boxoffice name | Hollywood Opening’ on Friday; fig-| Strand (2,900; | 25-50-75)—‘Com- 

Sacks. Ge lathes, 3000 ? t.| Family’ (WB) (3,200; 25-60). Al jig into ‘Disorderly Con-|Ures around $23,000. Last week| promised’ (FN). Not hot at $11,000. 

Reet alan Fi "316.200. $ . an 7 pretty good $19,000. Last week | S?0U% Po naive has been sub-| Smart Woman’ (Radio) very bad at| Last week only $10,700 for ‘Plati- 
} Wilshi ox) 2206s. 38 ‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) got $20,-| duct’ Sally Eilers has be 313,000. num Blonde’ (Col). 

qe vitshire (Fox) x we Bg na 000. stituted for Linda Watkins to top| gtanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘Ruling| Warners (1,100, 50-75)—‘Speckled 

érer $7 oo. > ‘a $4 rr t & Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) | the cast. Voice’ (FN). Doesn't look so forte; | Band’ (F. D.). Doing well at $8,000 

NV, ‘Smiling Lieut’ (P + a ; or! ‘Cuban Love Song’ (M-G) (3,600; Ralph Bellamy has been taken| maybe $8,000. Last week ‘My Sin’| like previous Sherlock Holmes films 

Western (WB) (2,500: 50-75) 25-60). Only in on four day stop-|out of ‘Salomy Jane’ for ‘Disorder- | (Par) a bad $5,000 on second week. here; big leap as house has been 
Five Star Final’ (FN) (a oon, gap preluding Friday openings; say| jy’ with Alexander Kirkland re- Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘Cisco Kid way down. Last week, second of 

9. Big bis here with $17,000 second $15,000. Last week ‘Ruling Voice,’| niacing in ‘Jane.’ (Continued on page 10) Fanny Foley’ (Radio) only $1,550 

) week; had $28,000 opening. Hearst | (WB) fair under $17,000. ‘ Winter Garden (1,418; 36-85 -$1)— 

in- ea lenei UA ‘Cl Ruling Voice’ (FN) (ist week). 

Papers’ severe pannings reacted fa- Valencia (Loew ) ‘Claudet , 
get Vorably (M-G) (1,200: 25-35). Was big at * . Doesn't look strong enough to stay 
D 7é . : . sige a i over three weeks on $25,000 opener; 
owntown (WB) (1,800; 25-50) | the Stanley and looks okay at this 0 Oss in aris or \ 25, ener; 
ppy. Blonde Crazy’ (WB). At $10,000 elevatored stand; satisfactory $3,- 9 will be followed by ‘Blond Crazy’ 

5— just fair, hence need of stage show | 700. Last week ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) hte Vanderbilt (896: 25-50-75 

me succor. Last week ‘Hamilton’ (WB), | $3,500. DIS: ¢ (820;  20-00-70- 

"2 second run following focal debut at Parkway (Loew-UA) ‘Claudet’ ) Ms ? $1)—‘Eine Freundin So Gildig Wie 

h o the Wester ! eeks, under |(M-G) (1,000; 25-35). Day-and- oe coal Du’ (Ondra-Lamac) (3d week). 

laus n for three weeks, under 4 9 HOC be jerk 

0. $7,000, bad. dated and should cross $4,500. Last} ? = wie 5 y Fo tty =." yt 5 sah » roo 
. Holl TR 756: 35-5 week ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) not out- ; p tor Baiseriiencng 

Oss ay honde teas tee \ ate Ps a ‘ tandten at $4,200. ry A Last — ee 

s ' ; : “aby 3chanbergers) ‘Once : ‘ a-Cosmopolitan 130; 50-75- 

Last - = poy Peony er aoks can” thas Cateee S40). Maybe Paris, Oct. 31. tyr,’ strongly expoited on Left Bank. | $1-$1.50-$2)—‘Ihre Hoheit Befiehlt’ 

and Stage band ‘Gtarte Noy 12 ‘Last a good $8,500. Last week ‘Girls| Approximate grosses are recorded | Picke d up $6,000 in second week, (Ufa). Off to a poor start and about 

Week ‘Honor of Family’ (WB) | About Town’ (Par) pretty fair at) at the loc: al picture houses for the | and $5,000 for continuation. $3,500. Last week ‘Floetenconcert 
once under $7,000, bad ; $6,500. | weeks ending Oct. 16 and 23. Colisee—‘Gagne ta Vie,’ $5,500 on| von Sanssouci’ (Ufa) (3d week) un- 
noes po tases Rivoli (Hessey- ernstein-Rome) | Estimates take off oo slight drop to $5,000| der $2,509. 

ir _ ‘ yw (Path 9000: 25- on secon $$ $$ ___—_—_— 

Bad Company’ (Pathe) (2,000; 25 t ‘Marius,’ ada pane 
; a — Mz ‘ aptation M ee eal 
“~ ; 10). Receivership talk may hurt;| ,Paramount— Martus, adaptaran| oulin Rouge—‘Atout Coeur’ and 

\Way Hoot s New Allied 8 a fair $5,590. Last week ‘Friends | 0f the stage play, Marseilles. roy |‘Vaut pas Amour’ reversed usual $1, 000 for U Club 
has And Miss Y ° and Lovers’ (Radio) off at $4,500, |¢4 16th with $35,000; a drop to $32,-|), cedure and went up to $6,000 on 

from n 1 ISS oung in One | Hipp (Rappaport) ‘Left Over 000 for following week. . second week, bettering $4,000 of pre- The Universal Club, composed of 
ats saeely woos, Nov. 9. Ladies’ and vaude. (2,500; 25-50). | Gaumont Palace—‘Paris Beguin’ | vious seven days. home office employees, has netted 
ous Allied Pictures — ha contrat ted | House looks like a success; this | at $28,000 for the first stanza and; Miracles—‘Morocco’ got $5,600 on| $1,000 for ™s treasury from the an- 
; With Hoot Gibson pony an additional| Week should hit stride of at least backdown to $22,000 for follow up| Sth week and $4,000 for 6th. nual banauet and dance staged last 

Lefte series of eight on for 9 z ae ich will | $13,000, good. Last week ‘Homicide |week. | imperial—Including showings at! week at the Astor Hotel. 
nd q ke ns wh nt! aaued’ (U) bie if due largely to| Olympia—‘Azai,’ following its run) Moulin Rouge, ‘Roi des Resquillers Helen Huches, one of the execu- 

© synchronized Ss sh, F cl l : i | , i ‘ 

Sure and G in Spani ren ry Little Jack Little on stage; new /at the Colisee, doing $18,000 to Oct.|has just passed year’s run. Now in tives of the club, is chiefly respon- 
for ps rman, Andreas Dippel will} | high at $16,700. | 16, and $16,000 for the next week. 53rd week. Did $4,000 and $3,500 pot SS ae medal — phe ca 
a = a the dubbing into German.| New (Mechanic) ‘Heartbreak’; Madeline—‘Trader Horn’ holding | respectively on the two weeks. members Whe seatentes Gata 

La , I. H. Hoffman has also closed| (yx) (1,400; 25-50). Should better |on well. Took $12,000 on 7th week) Ermitage—Holding even with $2,-| members who contende 

pon With Clara Kimball Young to 4o| nice $9,000. Last week ‘Ambassador | and a dip to $10,000 for 8th. 009 for each period of ‘Son Altesse | event should be suspended because 

[ear File 113’ for Allied, Bill’ (Fox) satisfactory at $3,000. Marivaux—‘Faubourg Montmar-' l’'Amour, of depression - 
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Comparative Grosses for October 


Total of grosses during October for towns and ‘houses listed as previ- 


ously reported weekly. 
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Oct. 3 Oct. 10 E:3 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 
CAPITOL Free Soul Wallingford | Susan Lenox | Susan Lenox 
High.$109,286 $55,400 $78,000 $100,000 $77,900 
Low.. 30,000 2d week) (1st week) (2d week) 
Stage Show 
PAR- 24 Hours Road to Reno Beloved Woman 
AMOUNT — $54,500 $60,000 Bachelor Between 
High. .$95,000} Stage Show $40,000 $49,000 
Low... 40,000 (New Low) a 
_ ROXY Sob Sister Smart Heartbreak Cisco Kid 
High.$173,658 $62,000 Woman $50,200 $69,300 
Low.. 45,000) Stage Show $60,600 
MAYFAIR Devotion Devotion Notre Dame | Notre Dame 
High. . $42,800 $28,700 $24,000 $35,700 $16,900 
Low... 10,500) (1st week) (24 _ week) (Ist week) | (2d week) 
STRAND Road to Road to Honor of Hamilton 
High. .$75,800| Singapore Singapore Family $12,800 
Low... 11,000 $31,200 $23,700 $14,200 
(8 days) |! (2d_ week) 
LOS ANGELES 
Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 
LOEW’S Squaw Man Wallingford | Susan Lenox Sob Sister 
STATE $24,200 $19,200 $35,000 $13,500 
High. .$48,000| Stage Show (New Low) 
Low... 13,500 co 
PAR- 24 Hours Smiling Road to Reno Beloved 
AMOUNT $19,000 Lieutenant $17,000 Bachelor 
High. .$57,800) Stage Show 25,000 $40,000 
Low... 10,000 
UNITED Monkey Palmy Days | Palmy Days | Palmy Days 
ARTISTS Business $21,700 $14,000 $8,500 
High. .$38,700 $9,000 (Ist week) (2d week) (3a week) 
Low... 3,0 (3d week) 
WARNER’S | I Like Your Singapore Dreyfus Case| Ruling Voice 
DOWNT’'N Nerve $10,700 $10,500 $13,000 
High. . $38,800 $8.000 (6 days) (8 days) 
Low... 8,000 (Low) 
WARNER’S | I Like Your Singapore Penrod and Ruling Voice 
HOLLYW’D Nerve $11,600 Sam $13,000 
High. .$37,300 $8,000 $7,000 (8 days) 
Low... 7,500 (6 days) 
Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 
CHICAGO Road to 24 Hours Susan Lenox | Wallingford 
High. .$71,300| Singapore $37,300 $57,700 $38,300 
Low... 32, $37,200 
Stage Show 
ORIENTAL | Sidewalks of | Honor of the Beloved Susan Lenox 
High. .$52,500 N. Y. Family Bachelor $27,200 
Low... 17,000 $27,100 $20,200 $27,200 
Stage Show 
McVICKER’S Monkey Monkey Hamilton 
High. .$53,000} Business Business $21,100 
Low... 10,100 $22,200 $11,900 (10 days) 
(2d week) (3d week) Fe 
ROOSEVELT) Squaw Man Pardon Us Pardon Us Mad Genius 
High. .$36,500 $10,200 $16,200 $8,900 $12,300 
Low... 8,500 (ist week) | (24 week) 
STATE- Bad Company| Notre Dame | Notre Dame Devotion 
LAKE $9,900 $31,900 $19,000 $21,200 
High. . $45,300 (5 days) (ist week) (24 week) 
LOW... = 
UNITED | Palmy Days | Palmy Days | Palmy Days Unholy 
ARTISTS $30,100 $20,900 $12,200 Garden 
High. .$49,100} (1st week} (2a week) (3d week) $22,900 
ae. . 10,200! 
Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 
PAR- 24 Hours Road to Reno Beloved Woman 
AMOUNT $42,600 $32,600 Bachelor Between 
ek Stage Show $41,900 $37,900 
FOX Purple Sage Sob Sister Smart Heartbreak 
$22,000 $24,000 Woman $23,700 
Vaude $19,000 an 
METRO- Squaw Man Free Soul Street Scene | Wallingford 
POLITAN $18,000 $29,600 $27,800 $21,000 
be ao Vaude 
ALBEE Devotion Big Gamble | Notre Dame | Notre Dame 
$28,000 $21,400 $31,700 $20,200 
Vaude (ist week) (2d week) 
STRAND (Dreyfus Case Singapore Honor of Hamilton 
$11,600 + $17,000 Family $16,500 
$12,500 
Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 
PAR- 24 Hours Road to Reno Bachelor Waterloo 
AMOUNT $15,000 $14,000 $14,500 $11,700 
High. .$21,000} Stage Show 
Low... 9,000 
FOX-POLI Borneo Notre Dame | Wallingford | Susan Lenox 
High. .$26,000 $10,200 $16,000 $11,000 $18,000 
Low... 7,500 Vaude : 
SHERMAN Hamilton Reckless Devotion Singapore 
High. .$16,000 $7,000 Hour and $6,500 $6,200 
Low... 4,500 Like Nerve 
$6,000 
_ BIOU Homicide and| Spider and Wicked and | Purple Sage 
High. .$12,600| Shanghaied Mother Son Murder at and 
LOW. Vy $4,800 $4,200 Midnight Sidewalk of 
$5,400 e Ve 
$6,000 
NEWARK, N. J. 
Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 
BRANFORD Skyline Notre Dame Sob Sister Heartbreak 
High. .$30,500 $5,009 $13,000 $6,800 $5,800 
‘Low... 5,800) (5 days) (9 days) (New Low) 
: STATE Modern Age Free Soul Wallingford | Street Scene 
High. .$32,000 $17,000 $25,000 $17,000 $17,000 
Low... 11,500 Vaude 
RKO Fathoms Rebound Borneo Newly Rich 
PROCTOR’S Deep $15,000 $15,000 $15,000 
High. . $29,000 $11,000 
Pee Vaude a Se . 
CAPITOL | ! Like Your Homicide 5 Star Final | Penrod and 
Nerve and $6,500 $4,500 Sam and 
Mother's Purple Sage 
Millions $5,2 
$4,800 
“TERMINAL |Common Law| Smiling Lieut; Mary Ann | Am. Tragedy 
$3.800 $4.000 $3.800 $4.500 
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(Continued on page 27) 


Minn. Minus Thrills; 
‘Lady’ $21,000—‘Cuban’ 
$7,000—Blonde’ $10,000 


Minneapolis, Nov. 9. 
(Drawing Population 500,000) 
With Minnesota playing North- 
western at Chicago over the week- 
end, and with an exodus of 5,000 
fans to the football game, loop 
showhouses failed to get away as 
they did the previous week when 
the university’s ‘homecoming’ cele- 
bration brought thousands into 
town and had the populace down- 
town in search of entertainment. 
Indications point to a mediocre cur- 
rent week. Community Fund drive 
isn’t helping the theatres either. 
Despite that her recent pictures 
have been none too pleasing, Ruth 
Chatterton remains a strong mag- 
net and ‘Once a Lady’ promises to 
give the Minnesota a _ profitable 
week. Lawrence Tibbett also is a 
fair card and so the State is doing 
pretty well. 
In its first week at Pantages 
‘Street Scene’ did splendidly and on 
its second week is holding up nicely. 
‘Notre Dame,’ after huge business 
at the Orpheum, has been moved 
over to the Seventh Street, where 
it is copping a goodly amount. 


Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75), 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par) and F-M unit. 
Ruth Chatterton looks like about 
$21,000, meagre. Last week, ‘24 
Hours’ (Par), around $23,200. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50), ‘Cuban 
Love Song’ (M-G). Tibbett pulling 
fairly for about $7,000. Last week 
‘Hamilton’ (WB) near $9,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) = (2.890; 50), 
‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) and vaud. 
Picture all right but no names to 
pull; around $10,000 fair. Last week 
‘Notre Dame’ (U) lured $16,000 de- 
spite poor vaud; excellent. 
Pantages (UA) (1,490; 50), ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA). Second week for a 
good $6,000. Did around solid $10,- 
500 first week. First week of ‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA) also around $10,00v. 
Seventh Street (RKO) (1,400; 25- 
40), ‘Notre Dame’ (U). Second loop 
week and will stay full seven days; 
should reach $4,000, fine. Last week 
‘Five Star Final’ (FN), second loop 
week, around $4,000; best bus.ness 
house has had since reopening. 





Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35), ‘Be- 
loved Bachelor’ (Par). Will be 
lucky to hit fair, $4,500. Last week 


‘Road to Reno’ (Par), around $3,700. 
Aster (Publix) (900; 25), ‘Dreyfus 
Case’ (Co). Will stay full week; 
splendidly exploited and showing 
real drawing power; maybe $2,500, 
fine. Last week ‘Mad Parade’ (Par), 
seven days, to about $800, poor. 
Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25), 
‘Bought’ (WB) and ‘Sidewalks of N. 
Y.’ (M-G), split. Maybe $1,300, fair. 
Last week ‘Monkey Business’ (Par) 
seven days to around $2,000, good. 


‘Age’ Weak at $4,500; 
‘Lady’s’ $12,000—P’ land 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 9. 
(Drawing population, 400,000) 
Orpheum setting the burg’s ex- 
ploitation pace for several weeks 
and. business continues to answer 
this pressure, 
United Artists, which planned 


three weeks of ‘Unholy Garden,’ 
closed it after one fair week, putting 
in ‘Age for Love.’ House has suf- 
fered from Fox clamping the lid on 
exploitation expense. ‘Garden’ 
should have answered to big selling, 
but suffered from lack of ballyhoo. 

Legit opposish in two _ houses. 
Broadway Players at Heilig in stock 
while Dufwin three-day road show 
of Shaw’s ‘Apple Cart’ at $3 ton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,500; 25-60) 
—Once a Lady’ (Par) and unit. 
Holding up nicely for about $12,000. 
Last week ‘Wallingford’ (M-G-M) 
fair at $10,500. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60)—Yellow Ticket’ (Fox). Like- 
ly a fair $7,500. Last week ‘Cuban’ 
(M-G) poor on $6,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col) and vaude. 
Responding to edge house has on 








exploitation; okay $10,000. Last 
week ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) clicked for 
$11,500. 


United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,200; 25-60)—‘Age for Love’ (UA). 
Not very well, $4,500. Last week 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA), one week 
only, $6,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 
to 35)—‘Ruling Voice’ (WB). Looks 
good for average biz around $4,000. 
Last week ‘Expensive Woman’ 
(WB) $4,200. 

Heilig (McCurdy) (2,000; 25 
—Legit stock without guest 


25 


to $1) 
star 


on $3,000, 

Dufwin (Heilig) (1,400; 50-$3). 
Road show of Shaw's ‘Apple Cart’ 
three days and got results; nice 
$6,000. 





PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 9) 


(Fox) and stage show. Nice notices 
but figures as possible $20,000. Last 
week ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) $23,000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Dangerous 
Affair’ (Col). Very weak around 
$11,500. Last week ‘Expensive Wom- 
en’ (WB) about same. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75)—‘The 
Guardsman’ (M-G). Raves from 
critics as expected; draw with pub- 
lic remains to be seen; Friday good 
with Saturday some off; backed by 
highbrow Art Alliance group; $18,- 
000 or little better, fine. Last week 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) $15,500, under 
Colman average here, 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—‘Madelon 
Claudet’ (M-G). Big splurge for 
opening and fine notices; may stay 
two weeks though doubtful; house 
closed for six months; hopes to hit 
near $20,000. 

Karlton (1,900; 50) —'Susan Lenox’ 
(M-G). Would be a smash in this, 
second downtown showing, if it had 
not been held for two weeks at 
Mastbaum; $5,000 expected. Last 
week ‘Mad Parade’ (Par) weak at 
$3,000. 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA). Held for second week, un- 
usual for this house; reason was 
sensational $5,000 last week. Should 
hit around $2,750 this week. 


VAUDE $14,000, MONT'L; 
FEMME NAMES ALSO AID 


Montreal, Nov. 9. 

(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Tallulah Bankhead, Nancy Car- 
roll and Barbara Stanwyck ought 
to help the mainstems this week. 
Loew’s is the standout with ‘The 
Spider’ and vaude, and cannot fall 
much below $14,000. All the show 
shoppers are going to the vaude 


house and the rest suffer. 

Palace is trying ‘My Sin,’ and 

should pick up on previous week. 
Capitol has the usual brace, includ- 
ing ‘Personal Maid,’ and should 
get $12,000. 
His Majesty’s did not have so 
good a week last week, and isn’t 
apt to get much more out of ‘Nou- 
veaux Riches,’ this legit house pre- 
senting the same company as in 
‘The Father.’ Play is by a Mon- 
trealer, which may get in a few 
more out of curiosity. Nabes are 
just holding above the red. 

Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
2.50), ‘Nouveaux Riches’ (legit). 
May gross around $6,500. Last week 
‘The Father’ took in about $8,000, 
fading badly latter end of week. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘My Sin’ 
(Par). Star liked here and house 
will probably move up to $13,000. 
Last week ‘Hamilton’ (WB) poor at 


$10,500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘24 
Hours’ (Par) and ‘Personal Maid’ 
(Par). Good bill and should yield 
fair $12,000. Last week ‘Notre Dame’ 
(U) and ‘The Bargain’ (FN) faded 
to $10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘The 








Spider’ (Fox) and vaude. House 
retaining good support; should 
gross another $14,000. Last week 
‘Sideshow’ (WB) $14,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), 
‘Miracle Woman’ (Col). Well liked 


star and rep of house should main- 
tain fine figure of over $9,000. Last 
week, third, of ‘Palmy Days’ (U) 
$8,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), ‘Gay 
Diplomat’ (U) and ‘Lasca of Rio 
Grande’ (U). May be $2,800. Last 
week ‘Skyline’ (Fox) and ‘Alias Bad 
Man’ (Tiff) around $2,500. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,000; 25-40), 
‘Front Page’ (UA). Prices may 
give this a run, but not much above 
$3,000 looked for. Last week ‘The 
Viking’ languid reception at about 
same figure. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600: 50), 
‘Le Reve’ (French) and ‘Le Boeuf 
de Salon’ (French). Around $1,800. 
Last week similar brace of French 
films around $2,000. 





Tacoma’s Splits 


Tacoma, Nov. 9. 
(Drawing Population, 125,000) 
Split week policy is back at the 
Rialto and it seems to be set, ex- 
cept for extra big attractions, 
which may hold up for a week, 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60) 
‘Fannie Foley’ (Radio), Vaude and 
‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) split. This 
week looks oke for $5,500. Last 
week ‘Pagan Lady’ (Col) and ‘Five 
Star Final’ (FN) both did fine biz, 
reaching $6,150. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650: 25- 
35-50) ‘Expensive Women’ (WB). 





Bally heavy for Dolores Costello, 
but so-so $2,000 in sight. Last 
week ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) solid 


} at $2,650. 


: 
doing ‘Unexpected Husband,’ poorly | 


Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50) 
‘Sidewalks’ (M-G) and ‘Once a 
Lady’ (Par). On new split week 
plan, being mainly to take care of 
output: due to hit $4,000, nice. Last 
week ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) held up for 
$4,900. 


—=» 


299-Seater Almost 
Even with Mosque, 
Latter May Close 


Newark, Nov. 9, 


(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
All this town needs is a line of 


hits, It won't take anything elsg 
just now. This was shown last 
week when the Little, with 299 
Seats, did nearly as much busi. 
ness as the Mosque with a 3,281 
capacity. But the Little had ‘Zwej 
Herzen.’ 


In the regular houses not much 
hope of anything big this week, 
‘Palmy Days’ at Loew’s will lead, 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966: 20-35-50) 
—Ruling Voice’ (FN). Not strong 
at $9,000. Last week ‘Cisco Kia’ 
(Fox) $9,200. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35). 
‘Free Soul’ (M-G). Fair at $4,000, 
Last week ‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col) good 
at $5,700. 

Carlton (Ufa) (473; 35-50)—'Dolly 
Macht Karriere’ (Ufa). Can't do 
much against ‘Zwei Herzen,’ $900, 
Last week ‘Die Blonde Nachtigall 
(Ufa) and ‘Rosemontag (Ufa) about 
same figure. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50-65)—Zwei Herzen.’ Not only 
breaking house record, but beating 
management’s fond hopes; at least 
$4,000. Last week, same film, S, R, 
QO. daily; tremendous $5,100. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)— 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA) and vaude. Will 
get fine $18,000. Last week ‘Susan 
Lenox’ (M-G) splendid at $24,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-35-50)— 
‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox). Weak at 
$6,000; unless suitable product can 
be obtained house closes in two 
weeks. Last week ‘Mad Genius’ 
(WB) bad at $5,500 on eight days. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248¢ 15- 
25-50-60) —‘Girls About Town’ (Par) f 
and vaude. Picture should build on 
word of mouth for $16,000. Last 
week ‘Monkey Business’ (Par) fine 
at $20,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (25-40-50-60)—~ 
‘Smart Woman’ (Radio) and vaude, 
Estelle Taylor in person counted to 
pull to good $16,000. Last week ‘De- 
votion’ (Pathe) good at $17,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—‘Murder by Clock’ (Par) and ‘Sob 
Sister’ (Fox) split. New policy 
brings more people, but no more 
money; not over $3,500. Last week 
‘Personal Maid’ (Par) and ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U) fair, $4,000. 


MARXES LIFT PALACE, 
CINCY; SOCK $32,000 


Cincinnati, Nov. 9 

(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

Comics and scribbling a couple of 
highs here. Weird booking of 
identical themed dramas this week 
in three RKO importants may not 
help those spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-45-75) 
‘Spider’ (Fox) and Vaude. Marx 
boys in person swatting terrific 
$32,000; would be higher if system 
of clearing house of _ stayovers 
could be developed. Last week 
— Flight’ (FN) to $21,500, not 

ad. 

Lyric (RKO) 1,400; 30-50) ‘Made- 
lon Claudet’ (M-G). Critics grabbed 
Thesaurus, whooped and bellowed; 
$12,500 coming up best in months 
here. Last week ‘Consolation Mare 
riage’ (Radio) lurched to bad $5,« 
000. Low record. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50)~ 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par). Prospects of 
a not bright $10,000. Last week 
‘Girls About Town’ (Par) got $14, 
000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50)— 
‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox). Not impor- 
tant at $9,500. Last week ‘Beloved 
Bachelor’ (Par) $10,500. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)— 
‘Rebound’ (Pathe). Reviewers turned 
in heavy approbation, but spotting 
here dooms it to poor $2,500; house 
thinking of split weeking with ‘Su- 
san Lenox’ (M-G) on second run. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,600; 30-50)—~ 
‘Sidewalks’ (M-G). Snatching fine 
$9,000, year’s peak. Last week $5,000 
with ‘Squaw Man’ (M-G) excellent. 

Family (RKO) (1,140; 20-35)— 
‘Tipoff’ and ‘Reckless Living’ (U). 
Split weeking for very good $3,500. 
Same figure last week for ‘Homi- 
cide Squad’ (U) and ‘Sundown Trail a 
(Pathe). 


Boston Met $43,000 and 
Back Home’ Thin, $19,000 


Boston, Nov. 9. 

(Drawing population, 850,000) 
Another pretty good film week in 
prospect. Smaller houses are click 
ing satisfactorily all along the line. 

Estimates for This Week _ 
Met (Publix) (4,000; 50-75) ‘Girls . 
About Town’ and Duke Ellington. 
Headed for a fine $43,000. Last 
week $41,400, okay for Thurston and 

‘Mad Genius’ (WB). 

Keith-Boston (4,000; 35-50) 
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‘| SURRENDER DEAR’ 

BING CROSBY 

Comedy and Songs 

21 Mins. 

Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Good two-reeler extolling the vo- 
cal virtues of Bing Crosby suitably 
mixed up with laughs. Appropriate 
for the Rialto at this time with the 
singer due next door at the Para- 
mount shortly as a stage feature 
and undoubtedly spotted here for 
that reason. Besides which this 
house is also displaying a trailer on 
the singing young man. A strong 
plug for Crosby which is possibly 
being duplicated by Publix at the 
Rivoli as well. 

Comedy brief permits explanatory 
reasons for Crosby’s singing with 
the title derived from the song of 
the same name, an important tune 
for this lad in his climb to his pres- 
ent prominence. Dialog is a hodge 
s0dge of professional quips and 
twists but which the public will un- 
derstand, with Crosby  breezing 
through, minus pretense of being an 
actor. Excellent support in the per- 
son of an excitable Italian, the 
fiance of the girl, is invaluable aid. 

Really a mistaken identity theme 
having Crosby accidentally taking 
the gir] for his sister, to the con- 
sternation of the haughty mother, 
and thence a search via comedy 
schemes through a hotel to find the 
damsel again. Meanwhile, neither 
the girl nor the mother believe Bing 
is Crosby either. 

A definite share of laughs, tempo 
and action. They’ll like it all over 
and a standout amongst shorts. 
Where Crosby has attained trace- 
able ether popularity should also 
have box office value. It’s Sennett 
made. Sid, 





*UNCONQUERED AFRICA’ 
Wild Life 
17 Mins 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone Nos. 4777-8 

Twelfth and evidently the final 
episode in the series. Seems an as- 
sembly of highlights from install- 
ments which have preceded and 
virtually admits as much. Interest- 
ing to those who haven’t followed 
this string of jungle events and 
holding enough in a corral sequence 
to compensate those who have de- 
spite that it’s a repeat. Can fill in 
acceptably for the majority of 
houses, 

Some attempt has been made to 
give this string continuity by al- 
ways bringing back a few feet from 
the previous issue as a reminder 
at the start. But not so here. Brush 
fire, capture of a small but pois- 
onous snake, hippopotami, ‘gators, 
and the most energetic of all can- 
nibal dances, are included plus the 
highlight of the imprisonment of a 
tiger with a small herd of cattle 
inside a stockade. Battle between 
the big cat and the steers will be 
recalled as the one in which one 
steer calmly lays down despite all 
the excitement. Blood-thirsty beast 
is finally subdued by means of a 
thick corded net. 

Explanatory dialog by E. T. Lowe 
follows the action detailing the 
points of interest. Sid, 


‘THRILLS OF YESTERDAY’ 
Comedy; 8 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 

Vitaphone No. 1261 

Screen favorites of a decade ago, 
including Harry Houdini, Larry Se- 
mon, Mae Marsh, William Duncan, 
Ruth Stonehouse and Norma Tal- 
madge, are worked together in this 
short through strips of old perform- 
ances, 

Despite a talking reporter bur- 
lesques the modern and the old there 
is a bonafide interest manifested in 
the antics of Semon and the Houdini 
thrill stuff. A lot of the fans for- 
get they are gazing on the antique 
being purposely ridiculed in this 
collection. Quick moving, hide and 
seek, pee-a-boo and hang-on-the- 
wire tactics might well be revived 
and regarded seriously for the pres- 
ent general short market if this pért 
of ‘Thrills of Yesterday’ registe’s 
anything through modern audierce 
reaction. 

Short is of the kind that can be 
booked in any theatre that plays 
small material. Waly. 


LIEBESLEBEN DER PFLANZEN 


(‘Love Life of Plants’) 
Educational 


12 Mins. 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y. 
Ufa 
How flowers and other plants 
breed and grow. Nicely photo- 
graphed and shown largely through 


time-cameras and microscopes. 
Mildly entertaining and probably a 
chaser for the small houses. 
Noticeable and commendable is 
that Ufa makes an attempt to differ 
them all in treatment. In present 
one, girl student is allegedly read- 
ing her botany when professor 
comes in and discusses it with her. 
In other recent spools of this series 
other methods were used. Kavf. 


DOWN THE MOSEL 

Travelog 

11 Mins. 

Little Carnegie, N. Y. 
R. D. V. 

Just another German travelog. 
Trip down the River Mosel, one of 
the most colorful sections of Ger- 
many, but here’s nothing new in it. 

Poorly synced, too, which doesn't 
help. Kau}. 


etc, 


RUTH ETTING 
‘WORDS AND MUSIC’ 
Songs and Talk 

20 Mins. 

Winter Garden, N. Y. 


Vita. Nos. 1288-9 


Another Ruth Etting two-reeler 
which has a_= strong build-up 
through production. Plot brings out 
numerous laughs, many from the 
able performance of Don Tompkins 
as a country kid. Not to be ignored 
by the best of houses, 

Miss Etting sings ‘I’m Falling in 
Love’ in the first reel and ‘Now That 
You’re Gone’ in the second, latter 
as the number the kid wrote in try- 
ing to break into the song writing 
game. Much is made of ‘cutting- 
in’ the pianist or others, kid not 
knowing what all this means. When 
amuge nearly steals his own num- 
ber and Miss Etting upholds the kid, 
latter gets a bolt between the eyes 
when the actress’ butler shows that 


Beethoven wrote something like 
that years ago. One sequence in a 
Times Square restaurant where 


song writers’ scoff brings out an- 
other production sidelight for laughs 
and novelty. 

Miss Etting does very well and 
Don Tompkins is also credited as 
author of the skit. Char. 


ROBERT L. RIPLEY 
‘Believe It Or Not’ 
Travelog 

9 Mins. 

Winter Garden, N. Y. 


‘Vita. No. 1282 


Second of the new series based on 
Ripley’s trip to Africa and the Holy 
Land makes interesting material for 
quality houses. 

Ripley is often in front of the 
camera in case any audience should 
suppose he was not on the spot 
when paradoxes of life in Africa and 
the Holy Land were photographed. 
Additionally, his pleasant appear- 
ance and voice are assets. 

In this one is shown men who 
wear veils as against women; ladies 
who have been blinded because they 
flirted; origin of the three balls as 
the modern pawnbroker symbol; hot 
waterfalls; highest natural bridge; 
spot in Africa where first shot in 
World War was fired and photo of 
first man killed; a statue on the 
Nile that sounds like it talks be- 
cause of wind whistling through it, 
The tree of Abraham, oldest in 
the world, is one of the most inter- 
esting curios found by Ripley. 
Photography is not always up to 
Hollywood standards but in consid- 
eration of handicaps, entirely satis- 
factory. Char. 





8 Mins. 


Strand, New York 


Vita. No. 1267 


This is the first Robert L. Rip- 
ley short from material gathered on 
a recent trip to Africa and around. 
It deals entirely with curiosities, and 
peculiarities of African life, cus- 
oms, inhabitants, etc. Both highly 
interesting and educational, it’s 
program material no one will turn 
away from. 

At outset Ripley is getting off a 
boat, a quick cut placing him in 
the Explorer’s Club where he’s go- 
ing to run off some of the film, his 
explanatory dialog accompanying 
succeeding negative, much of which 
has the cartoonist-newspaper cpl- 
umnist in the eye of the camera. 
Snowclad mountains in the heait 
of the dark continent, beautiful 
flowers on the edge of the desolate 
desert, bustle of meeting place of 
dead, sacred tree where mothers 
pray for sons while male birth-rate 
rises, crossed eyes as mark of dis- 
tinction to one tribe, a tin can city 
and other oddities of fact covered. 
Ripley’s offscreen voice and dialog 
construction very easy to listen to 
for city and farmer boy alike. Char 


‘THE NAGGERS’ ANNIVERSARY’ 
MR. and MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
Comedy 

10 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 


Vitaphone No. 1286 

The familiar family squabble with 
the Norworths shouting at each 
other. Possible in a pinch, Other- 
wise, only for the galleries. 

If the Norworths ever get hold of 
a reasonable script they should be 
able to do something with it. They 
would unquestionably do better to 
lean more toward the old Mr. and 
Mrs. Sidney Drew type of comedies. 
That style was not only quieter but 
funnier, and the Norworth couple 
should be able to handle such ma- 
terial. 

Now it’s the hokiest of hoke cali- 
ing for the broadest of playing and 
much yelling back and forth. The 
Norworths are not giving them- 
selves or the audience the best of it 
by adhering to their present form- 
ula. Alf Goulding directed. Sid. 





SONGS OF MOTHERLAND 
Sicilian Songs 

5 Mins. 

Cameo, New York 


Pittaluga 


cholia matter. 


one man in the foreground. Too af- 
fected for amusement matter. 
Kauf. 





Pretty stagey and not so good as 
a short subject, though perhaps ac- 
ceptable in Italian houses as melan- 


Couple Sicilian songs as sung by 
Canatia’s Choir, mostly girls, and 


THE MASQUERS 

‘OH, OH, CLEOPATRA’ 
Comedy 

16 Mins. 

Mayfair, New York 


RKC-Pathe 

Bert Wheeler and Robert Woolsey 
star in this production of the Mas- 
quers, Hollywood actors’ organiza- 
tion similar to the Lambs, New 
York. Certain good comedy touches 
plus the cast names make the piece 
undoubted subject-matter for any 
program and should get billing. One 
objection is that it’s too long. Some 
of the chariot racing sequence 
which is strong-armed into the pic- 
ture could be cut to advantage. 

One of the few shorts that at- 
tempts some kind of story continui- 
ty. Here it’s a meeting of profes- 
sional minds to listen to a Prof. 
Waldo J. Sweinstein lecture about 
previous incarnations. He has pills 
that if swallowed will reveal to the 
swallower his retrospective life. 
Thus Wheeler and Woolsey go back 
as Anthony and Julius Caesar, with 
Dorothy Burgess as Cleopatra. Ends 


trance, Shan. 





MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘THE FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, New York 

Fox Movietone 
With a sub-title that entitles it to 
immediate booking into al] theatres 
using shorts in their programs, this 
episode in the Carpet series provides 
what is probably the most complete 
and unvarnished slant on Legion 
formalities ever recorded on film. 
Instead of the hard fighting, gal- 
lant, lovers and soldiers, the Legion- 
naire is shown as himself in this 
subject. 
Tougher work than that assigned 
to any other army, the Legion is 
seen building railroads across the 
desert as well as marching to mili- 
tary tunes. 
A marked contrast, and little 
known to the outside world, is that 
the Legion has a regular symphony 
orchestra of musicians. Everything 
from the tuba to the kettledrum is 
called into action, and the men in 
the orchestra look as though their 
number would easily fill the Metro- 
politan pit. Waly. 





‘TRAVEL HOGS’ 
HUGH CAMERON 
CHASEN 
Comedy 
10 Mins. 
Warner, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1260 
A very funny 10 minutes. En- 
tirely novel and well made with a 
smart line of dialog’ trickling 
through it. All audiences will go 
for this one. 
An absurdly humorous takeoff on 
travelogs, Hugh Cameron and Dave 
Chasen, with one stupe assistant, 
are showing what their camera saw 
on a trip of 30 days that jumped 
from here to there. It’s all very 
snappy and down to the bone with 
many original gags. One bit has 
African natives rebelling at the way 
people come over to photograph 
them, the leader deciding they need 
a union. Satirizing a homecoming 
welcome at City Hall with Mayor 
Walker, well done, winds it all up. 
Nicely pieced together and well 
recorded. Char. 


and DAVE 





EDGAR BERGEN 

‘The Eyes Have It’ 

Ventriloquist 

11 Mins. 

Winter Garden, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 1271 

Low in entertainment value. Poor- 
ly written and directed and much 
too long. 

Bergen is a ventriloquist with an 
effective looking dummy. The model 
is a school kid who’s sent to the 
eye doctor to upset the alibi he has 
played hookey because of poor glim- 
mers. Doc goes through a long line 
of talk, nearly all of it duddy, final 
sequence having he and the kid out 
to try the fishing. Laugh material 
not good and short suffers because 
all ventriloquists are handicapped 
for screen by audience suspicion of 
possibilities of doubling the rece. 

ar. 





‘BARS AND STRIPES’ 
Cartoon 
10 Mins. 
Mayfair, New York 
Columbia 

Krazy Kat series that’s original 
and funny and should make good 
filler anywhere, although not hilari- 
ously so. This one has to do with the 
Kat aggravating a fiddle so an 
army of musical instruments, led 
chiefly by saxophones, lay siege to 
the Kat’s homestead, the notes being 
the bombs and bullets. 

Finale has a water main or some- 
thing busting to flood out the be- 
sieging army. Fadeout of the Kat 


laughing. Shan. 
VISIONS OF NAPLES 
Travelog 
5 Mins. 
Cameo, New York 
Pittaluga 

Just a fair travelog, with the 

treatment helping. Glimpses of 


three Italian cities with Neapoljian 
songs synced in, instead of a }jbc- 
ture. Lectures on these places are 
generally dull, anyway, and adé lit- 
tle to the visual end. 

Voices are all pretty nice, and 
photography okay. Karg. 





‘when the two come out of their! 


‘NATURAL GAS PIPELINE— 
TEXAS TO CHICAGO 
Industrial Scenic 
6 Mins. 
Oriental, Chicago 
Independent 

Commercial scenic following in 
the tradition of other semi-indus- 
trial shorts. This subject, made for 
the Samuel Insull utility, the Peo- 
ple’s Gas & Coke Co. here, which 
will use the natural gas piped into 
town from the Texas country. 

However, no plugging in any 
fashion for the company, neither 
by subtitles, talk or signs picked up 
by the camera. Only way connec- 
tion can be sotten is from stories 
which have appeared in the dailies. 
In this manner the short may, by 
some stretch of logic, be called a 
news clip. No credit or announce- 
ment in any way indicates the 
source of the short. Opening sub- 
title is without identification, mere- 
ly statfag in two lines the title 
above. 

For the audience, ft is but fairly 
interesting in spite of the frenzied 
attempts of the announcer, Bill Hay 
of “Station WMAQ, to inject ro- 
mance into the ditch diggers. Short 
was made silent and dubbed here 
at the Chicago ‘Daily News’ film 
lab by Hay. 

Reel picks up the story of the 

pipeline from the hole in the ground 
down in Texas, then shows it be- 
ing stowed under river and over 
hills. Shots of surveyors, trucks 
stuck in the mud, all without any 
special fascination. Just a filler 
that can get by on civic and com- 
munity association. 
Publix claims no remuneration 
for displaying this short. Will no 
doubt be offered to the independent 
theatres locally, and along. the 
route when Publix-B&K has fin- 
tshed with it. 





UFA KABARETT 

Vaudeville 

21 Mins. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y. 
fa No. 4 

Second of this series seen in New 
York and good for German houses. 
While good, is not up to the first of 
the string. 

Four vaude acts with an m.c. ona 
stage and announced as an original 
kabarett (meaning practically the 
same thing as vaude in Berlin). 
Maria Ney is the femme m.c., with 
the only recognizable member of the 
cast Paul Hoerbinger. Generally 
more established names are used. 

Hoerbinger opens doing a comedy 
song and playing an accordion. 
Then a male trio for a couple of 
numbers. Third is a pretty girl, last 
name Ejisinger, singing a _ ballad. 
Last a jazz band. All pretty well 
done, and trick scenery alone must 
have cost something. Kau}. 





‘FAST and FURIOUS’ 
DAPHNE POLLARD 
Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Stanley, New York 
Universal 

Slapstick piece of the usual mode 
with nothing new and bluntly hoke 
finish that has no logic to make this 
piece only filler for the minor spots. 

Some trick props used in the 
photography and Miss Pollard does 
her customary prattfalls. Has to 
do with a bird who marries against 
his uncle’s wishes and brings in an 
old girl friend to stand up for the 
dirty work after he finds his uncle 
doesn’t mind a bride in the family. 
Reason is the bridegroom out of 
fear has spotted the wife as a maid. 

Some fancy mud slinging that 
may tickle the back fence minds. 

Shan. 


‘WALL ST. MYSTERY’ 
Detective Story 
17 Mins 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone Nos. 6,202 

Mystery lovers will pass on this 
two reeler, but it holds little for 
those outside the clan. Looks like a 
filler in a pinch, 

Has the ‘guilty hands’ solution 
in which the elder amateur detec- 
tive unravels the case by showing 
how the gun placed in the hands 
of a dead man was fired to kill 
his murderer, who is seeking to 
cover himself. It’s staged as an S. 
S. Van Dine yarn and is of that 
series. 

Feeble comedy attempts don’t 
click, with no one in the cast giv- 
ing other than a perfunctory per- 
formance. Not as much for metro- 
politan audiences as for smaller 
communities and cheaper prices. 


‘TRAVELAUGHS’ 

With John P. Medbury 

Comedy Travelog 

10 Mins. 

Broadway, N. Y. 
Columbia 

Prepared by John P. Medbury, 
with Medbury’s offscreen voice do- 
ing the talking, suitable filler. Gags 
in connection with scenic scenes is 
only half of the entertainment value. 
Strictly as a travelog item, Death 
Valley and one of its hermits are 
interesting. 

Medbury doesn’t fall so heavily to 
punning in this release,. probably 
figuring the sequences with the 
Death Valley recluse and his family 
of animal friends will carry suffi- 





ciently. More entertainment value 
in that than in Medbury’s wise- 
cracks. Char. 


$< 


EDDIE BUZZELL ~*~ 

‘BLONDE PRESSURE’ 

Comedy : 

10 Mins. 

Broadway, N. Y. 
Columbia 


Good short for laughs in a coi- 
legiate background and a ‘Variety’ 
mugg wrote it, Claude Binyon. 

It is the Eddie Buzzell broadcaster 
series having Buzzeii’as a radio an- 


nouncer, telling a bedtime story. 
Tells of Elmer, the college cutup 
who’s tabasco for a blonde and ac. 
tion cuts to Elmer’s room where 
he’s attacking a quart bottle. After 
a fight between roommates, next 
switch is to a collegiate party and 
finally to the big grid game of the 
year. 

Game is lost by the score of 260 
to 2 because the blonde turned on 
Elmer, took advantage of his thirst 
and fed him a knockout cocktail, 
thus keeping him out of the setup, 

Buzzell’s voice is heard through- 
out, doing the only talking and in 
some scenes doubling for the silent 
lip action of.the characters. That 
in itself proves novel. Char. 


‘MONEY MAKERS OF MANHAT. 
TAN’ 


Novelty 
9 Mins. 
Lyric, New York 
Educational No. 2741 

One of Lyman D. Howe's ‘Hodge 
Podge’ series and not at all bad, 
Follows the style of telling the tale 
with an offscreen voice. Beggars 
and unemployed are shown along 


the curb in front of the second hand 
clothing exchange at Elizabeth 
street off Delancey street, which 
the hidden voice misdirects, say- 
ing it’s at the Bowery. Other tech- 
nical errors in explaining the scenes 
but not vital. It ought to go pretty 
well on the minor programs, shots 
being mostly what newsreels could 
use. 

A street fiddler is shown in Bryant 
park. Same bird, one bright day, all 
dressed up except for sneaker shoes 
is found hustling along businesslike 
in Wall Street without a fiddle, 
Hasn't been seen around the Times 
square district for some time, now. 

Sixth avenue is shown with the 
unemployed army reading job an- 
nouncements out of employment 
agency bulletins. Also maids in 
Central park. Shan. 





MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘YUKON TRAIL’ 
Travelog 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox 

Glimpses of summer life in the 
Yukon starting with the Skagway: 
train and the boat up the river. A 
worthwhile subject, particularly 
from the educational point of view. 

Modern mining plant is compared 
to a single prospector doing all of 
his own chores. 

Northwest ‘mounties’ are not overe 
looked, a detachment of them going 
through the manuel of arms. Ese 
kimo dogs and views of Dawson are 
included. Waly. 


‘IN YOUR SOMBRERO’ 
With BILLY WAYNE 


Warner, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1234 


Third - rate comedy material 
around a thin idea burlesquing a 
man’s escape from army moguls of 


a small country. Poor handling is 
evidently responsible for it not 
meaning more, 

Pan American reporter is held 
captive because he holds important 
information. Transporting ammu- 
nition in cans that should carry 
vegetables and fruit. Reporter on 
his escape starts hurling the canned 
goods at his captors; finally wiping 
out what appears to be the whole 
army. More silly than funny. 


BUSTER WEST 

‘The Shot Gun Wedding’ 

Comedy 

20 Mins. 

Lyric, New York 
Educational No. 2694 


This two-reeler also carries John 


West, Vera Marsh and William 
Lawrence. Only slight laughter 
sympathy because of unoriginal 
tricks. 


Buster West doesn’t act at all exe 
cept for some tumbling or acro tricks 
and a stepping piece. John West 
is his usual type. Photography, 
tricky, with the best appeal for in- 
terest coming by way of Miss 
Marsh who looks like good film 
potentiality for unimportant roles. 
Minor filler. Shan. 


CITY OF MONKS 
Travelog 
12 Mins. 
Little Carnegie, N. Y. 
New Era 

Evidently one of a series and filler 
material. German boys’ singing 80- 
ciety made them while touring. 

This one has the group of about 
20 lads in Greece and visiting Mount 
Athos, City of Monks. Pretty and 
unusual scenery and some nice sing- 





ing. Lecture is in English. Kauf. 

















i 


am anon ot MA Geet 26 


es Am A week hUcrhrlUceelULrlCUef 








— 
— 


ao 


ne 


ip 
C= 
re 
er 
xt 
nd 
ne 


60 
on 
st 
il, 
‘Dp. 
h< 
in 
nt 
at 


Te 


ge 


ile 
irs 
ng 
nd 


‘th 
ch 


h- 
es 
tty 
ots 
ld 


int 
all 
eS 
ike 
lle. 
1es 
Ww. 


n= 
nt 
in 


the 
ay. 


rly 
Ww. 
red 

of 


ere 
ing 
ise 


are 


rial 


of 
es 
not 


eld 
ant 
nue 
rry 


ned 
ing 
ole 


ohn 
iam 
iter 
inal 


exe 
icks 
Jest 
ys 
in- 
Aiss 
film 
les. 
le 


iller 
0° 


bout 
punt 

and 
inge 


if. 





anil 


| eal 








' Alice Fenwick. .cccccscccses: 


Tuesday, November 


10, 1931 








FILM REVIEWS 
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Ga 


COMPROMISED 


First National production and release. 
Features Ben Lyon and Rose Hobart. Un- 
derlines Juliette Compton and Claude Gil- 
lingwater. Adapted by Florence Ryerson 
from Edith Fitzgerald's play. Directed by 
John Adolf, At the Strand, N. Y., week 
Nov. 6 Running time 65 mins. 

Gidney Brock.... ..-Ben Lyon 
AMN ..-seceee pececcecegccose . Rose Hobart 
Connie Holt..cesssee+sss: Juliette Compton 
John Brock....++++.-+-Claude Gillingwater 
Sandy .+e++e- padesoueseeeees Delmar Watson 





tndernourished drawing room 
drama which won't be happy in other 
than the minor houses. No particu- 
lar strength in the cast names, 
playing or script to attract. 
makes its destination seem a round 
of three day dates. 

For New York First National, in 
the billing, has attempted to sug- 
gest the sensational in line with 
the title. However, there’s no con- 
nection between the heralds and 
the story as developed, for the rich 
boy asks the poor girl to wed only 
because she’s caught in his room 
trying to soothe the lad’s whiskey 
head. That he’s a Haysian gentle- 
man of honor is attested by the 
fact that nothing has happened be- 
tween them. 

Miss Hobart is 
house slavey and, having been in 
legit, turns in an authentic por- 
trayal. Behind an engaging appear- 
ance Miss Hobart has the unusual 
tendency to undér rather than over 
play her emotional. moments, It’s a 
change and a pleasant one. Ben 
Lyon, opposite, is a sincere and lik- 
able young husband who eventually 
walks out on his wealthy father 
after the latter has virtually forced 
the young mother from the Boston 
mansion. Objective of the parental 
persecution. is possession of the 
grandchild, Delmar Watson, an at- 


the boarding 


tractive youngster who will do 
much to condone the film’s lassi- 


tude for the women. 

It all goes back to Lyon being 
detailed to the factory town by his 
father to learn the business. There 
the boarding house servant silently 
falls in love with him and when 
his society sweetheart turns on the 
chill his resultant solo stew party 
brings about the compromising po- 
sition in which the landlady finds 
them. But the picture afterwards 
never overcomes the far fetched 
situation. of the boy proposing 
marriage on the spur of the infer- 
ence. Father eventually entices the 
newlyweds to the famiiy fold and 
starts a systematic campaign 
against his undesired daughter-in- 
law, who is timid’ enough within 
the social walls anyway. 

Dialog is neither interesting or 
witty enough to hold this release 
up for important boxoffice consid- 
eration, while the situations also 
lack tenseness. The way Adolfi, di- 
recting, has carried it along it’s 
mostly a matter of waiting and 
hoping that something will hap- 
pen. That nothing ever does can be 
laid to the script. Meanwhile, the 
main demand for attention is made 
by Master Watson and his obvious 
desire to pick up his cues correctly. 

tillingwater, with a new toupe, 
plays the harsh father convincingly 
and Juliette Compton is the young 
bride’s menace as the former af- 
fianced of her husband. Whole 
thing unreels too artificially to 
mean anything and is strictly a 


minor booking consideration. Sid. 
ONCE A LADY 
Paramount production and release. Star- 


ring Ruth Chatterton. Directed by Guthrie 
McClintic. Ivor Novello, Jill Esmond and 
Geoffrey Kerr featured. Adapted by Zoe 
Akins and Samuel Hoffenstein from play, 
‘The Second Life,’ by Rudolf Bernauer and 
Rudolf Oesterreicher. Charles Lang, pho- 
tog. At Paramount, New York, week Nov. 
6 Running time, 65 minutes. 

Anna Keremazoff.......+.- Ruth Chatterton 


Faith Fenwick, the girl......... Jill Esmond 
Faith Fenwick, the child..Suzanne Ransom 
Jimmy Fenwick......s..++.-+.Geoffrey Kerr 
Tady Bien. ...ccscdscevcosccces Doris Lloyd 
Roger Fenwick. .ecccesees-Herbert Bunston 
Mrs. Fenwick.....ccesees.-Gwendolin Logan 
..Stella Moore 


Caroline Gryce.....sseee++e+-Edith Kingdon 





Another crying towel special with 
the same old story. Another lady 
has a baby, but she’s a bad lady, 
though not at heart, and the baby 
grows up to meet the mater with- 
out recognizing her. This is the 
current pop talker plot, and are they 
murdering it! 


Sennett, Landi, Hayes, and now 
Chatterton. All swell actresses. 
Miss Chatterton played it before, 


only with different lines, in ‘Madame 
X.’ So she’s at home. She does a 
lot of acting that will make the 
women cry. Between Chatterton 
and the cry stuff ‘Once Lady’ may 
See some moderate money. 

What's really funny is that Par- 
amount had to go out and buy a 
play to get this story. It seems about 
as sensible as buying the American 
rights to the ‘Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner.’ And it took two literary names, 
Zoe Akins and Samuel Hoffenstein, 
both of whom should have better 
ideas of their own, to adapt it. 

There is a fault to find with Miss 
Chatterton, too, perhaps the first 
Since she switched to talkers. They 
make her a Russian among English- 
men, which necessitates a dialect. 
And what a dialect! It's confined 
to rolling of r’s. They're rolled all 
Over the script. After a while it 
seems they purposely selected words | 
With the letter r in them so the 
actress could do more rolling. 


This | 


cepting the r’s, Miss Chatterton de- 
livers her customary intelligent per- 
formance, But the phoney dialect 
mars her struggle for realism during 
the first half. 

This lady loses her baby, a girl 
this time, to the bullheaded English 
family of her husband. When he 
decides to. run for Parlaiment the 
folks figure the Russian frau eccen- 
tricities might cause talk and 
trouble. She vamps by request, and 
11 years later, in Paris, where she's 
operating a thriving coquette biz on 
her own, she meets her daughter. 


but to whom 
Mother 


she loves 
| objects. 


her 
straightens it 





out, 


nation whether the daughter ever 
learns the identity of her mother. 


jnone of the prop heart tugs is 
omitted. Why don’t talker mothers 
| tell their kids the truth? The stu- 
dios’ answer is a series of 


Miss Chatterton has never looked 
better, nor has she ever been so 
inclined to clothes as in this film. 
The duds are bound to interest the 
women. 

xeoffrey Kerr, Ivor Novello and 
Jill Esmond, featured in the billing 
and principals among the support, 


are often too severely English for 
average American audience con- 
sumption. A compromise if not a 


complete change to the American 
style of converation would increase 
their effectiveness over here. Bige. 


THE RULING VOICE 


First 





National production and release. 
Directed by Roland V. Lee. Story by Ro- 
land V. Lee and Donald V. Lee. Scenario 


by Byron Morgan, with adaptation by Rob- 
ert. Lord. Features Walter Huston, Lo- 
retta Young and Doris Kenyon. Photog- 


raphy, Sol Polito. At Winter Garden. N. 
Y., for grind run starting Nov. 4 Run- 
ning time, 76 mins, 
Jack Bannister... .cccccceecs Walter Huston 
OPO 0406646000 0600080006608 Loretta Young 
Mary Stanton....... vTyT Pe Doris Kenyon 
Dick CROMEF.ccccccecceccess David Manners 
Burrougne® ccccccccccccsecvces John Halliday 
GMORA ccccepecees Coreen eoees Dudley Digges 
GreBOry ceccecvcce eoeceeee--Gilbert Emery 
DDD acaséseetsaewseeces Willard Robinson 
Malcolm Stanton..ccccccecces Douglas Scott 
Gangster exhibit that may do 


fairly on what strength there is in 
its cast names. Picture knocks at 
the door of exploitation. If oppor- 
tunities to play on public protest 
against all forms of racketerring are 
muffed, then it may be just too bad. 
The theatre has something to ex- 
ploit in ‘Ruling Voice,’ even if it 
hasn't got a strong picture. 

Huston steps on the other side of 
the fence, doing the brains of what 
the picture calls ‘The System,’ a set- 


up that extolls tribute from the food 
business. He is less spectacular and 
less effective than usual, but con- 
sidering the strikes on him through 
the wobbliness of the story he does 
what is possibie. 

While the story promises much at 
the beginning, it stumbles along 
shakily in spots. Here and there a 
scene stands out in bold relief, but 
too much of the narrative goes 
lethargic or mediocre through its 
dialog. Lack of smoothness in con- 
tinuity also injures. In a couple of 
spots poor cutting is in evidence. 

The way food racketeers set out 
to wreck trucks of the food mer- 
chant who wouldn’t recognize ‘the 
system’ gives the talker a good get- 
away. From there on, however, the 
melodramatic element is soft-ped- 
aled. All shootings are without 
benefit of camera, only the sound 
track recording. 

Predominating are the few dra- 
matic scenes in which Dudley Dig- 
ges does commendable work and the 
sequence bringing up the rear when 
a hounded merchant meets the sys- 





The girl is there to marry the boy} 
father | 


but the picture leaves to your imagi- | 


When the mother meets her child, | 


sobbers | 
that sound and read too much alike. | 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Compromised’ (FN). Minor 
entry mostly of interest as a 
possible first run in subsequent 
runs. Little cast name strength 
and an artificial drawing room 
drama. New York billing hints 
at the sensational, in line with 
the title, and that may be the 
best way, though this inference 


has no connection with the 
story as presented. 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par). Ruth 


Chatterton in sobber that will 
the women for prob- 
ably moderate grosses. 

‘The Ruling Voice’ (FN). Not 
a big money getter but if prop- 
erly exploited, and it lends it- 
self to that, ought to bring in 
fair returns. Loretta Young, 
Walter Huston, Doris Kenyon 
in cast. Racketeering story. 

‘Friends and Lovers’ (Ra- 
dio), Mechanical, made-up fic- 
tion done into a fair program 
picture. Good names, but prob- 
ably spotty returns, 

‘Ihre Hoheit Befehit’ 
Operetta of court 
Lubitsch lines. Amusing and 
well acted. Kathe von Nagy, 
new femme face, surprises. 

‘Sundown Trajl’ (Pathe.) 
Nice western for the smaller 
houses and sensibly produced. 
Tom Keene, featured, gives a 
good performance and should 
build into a western draw. 

‘Opernredoute’ (Greenbaum- 
Emelka). Fair German musical 
of gay life in Vienna. De- 
spite English captions, its for 
German audiences only. 

‘Leftover Ladies’ (Tiff). Title 
and Ursula Parrott name as 
author of original only hook on 
which to hang sale of this one. 
Poorly produced and no draw 
names in the cast. 

‘Bad Company’ (Pathe). Will 
need support. Gangster film 
with Helen Twelvetrees as only 
real lure. Weak and not clear- 
ly projected story. 

‘Speckled Band’ {First Divi- 
sion-AmerAnglo). A fair gam- 
ble for the intermediates. 
Strictly British in every way, 
but packing enough mystery 
melodrama to get over. 


attract 


(Ufa). 
life along 














tem’s boss face to face, ending his 
reign of terror. That oceurs at just 
about the précise*‘moment the man 
has decided to go straight in an ef- 
fort to effect’ a reconciliation with 
his estranged daughter. 

Loretta Young plays the daughter 
in a so-so manner. Opposite her for 
love interest, which is weakly de- 
veloped, is David Manners. Both 
are far outshone by Doris Kenyon, 
who, as a building owner, is fighting 
the system with a woman’s weapons. 
A few good laughs but on the whole 
comedy is more missing than in 
evidence. Char. 


‘DRESS’ SHOWING 


* An invitation for Wednesday (11) 
at the RKO Cameo, New York, to 
see ‘an authentic film record of the 
World War,’ has an addenda of 
‘Uniform or Dress.’ 

Picture is titled ‘Heroes All.’ 
Mendelsohn - Young Productions 
joins with RKO in the invitation. 














The Woman’s Angle 








‘Compromised’ (FN). 


in the smaller houses. 
‘Friends And Lovers’ (Radio). 
story satisfactory femme interest. 
‘The Ruling Voice’ 


ber stamp dialog. 


dience ladies. 
to gain sympathy. 


‘Bad Company’ (Pathe). 


‘Once A Lady’ (Par). 
the slow, 
eventually. 


tion. 





smash son’s marriage to a poor girl. ; 
cause the likable cast lacks that boxoffice flair film’s best chance is 


| mystery played to the hilt by an enthusiastic cast. 
Ex- | suspense to keep the ladies interested. 


Concerned with a rich father’s attempts to 


Story has femme appeal, but be- 


Impressive production and a cast gen- 
erous with good screen personalities will get this cluttered triangle 


(FN).—Unconvincing presentation of big time 
racketeering embellished with the claptrap of childish villainy and rub- 
Muddled motivation of the characters arouses more 
femme derision than the hoped for sympathy, 


Left Over Ladies’ (Tif)—Unpleasant group of ex-husbands and ex- 
wives squabbling over individual problems which seem minor to au- 
No personality in the cast is strong or attractive enough 


——e-— 
A muddled gang yarn offers the ladies 
Ricardo Cortez as a fascinating but dyspeptic gangster, and deprives 
them of the good cry they anticipate from a Helen Twelvertees film. 


Ruth Chatterton fans, curbing impatience over 
illhumored stretches of an actionless story, will be won over 
Film permits their favorite to speak French and English 
a la Russe, as she enacts heartbreak of disillusionment and renuncia- 


‘Speckled Band’ (First Div).—Preserves all the fun of hokum meller- 


Has menace and 





~fpen 


Friends and Lovers 


Radio production and release. Directed 
by Victor Schertzinger. Features Adolphe 
Menjou, Lily Damita, Eric Von Stroheim 
and Maurice Olivier. Adapted by Jane 
Murfin from novel of Maurice Dekobra 
Cameraman, Roy Hunt. At the Roxy, N. 


Y., Nov. 6 Running time, 60 mins. 

Captain -Roberts..........4 Adolphe Menjou 
Alva Sangrito..... ReiG04 6.60085 Lily Damita 
Lfeat. Nichols. ...css.v.::; Laurence Olivier 
Victor Sangrito..... «»-Eric Von Stroheim 
OO ee eee eee Hugh Herbert 
General Armstrong........-. Frederick Kerr 
BAR “ANCS. 6 £5 Keak ccchceus Blanche Friderici 





Well balanced cast of good screen | 


|}names here given story material not | 
worthy of it. Yarn is one of those} 
particularly dumb sentimental ro- 
mances wholly of manufactured fic- 
tion. The people in it never once 
display motives that are under- 
standable or reasonable except as/] 
they behave at a novelist’s behest. | 

Narrative is full of discordant ele- | 
ments. Heroine is somehow in the| 
} power of the heavy who forces her 


}to blaokmail the man she loves. Her 


lover’s’ best friend also falls in love 
With her, her part in this particular 


romance being mere caprice. Then 
she drops out of the story for more 
than half of its footage while the 
two men, by one of those coinci- 


dences, come together in a wilder- 
ness military post in India where 
their rivalry, up to now unsuspected, 
is revealed to them. Ultimately all 
three come tegether again at an} 
English house party, where the con- 
flict of the strong friendship of the | 
two men and their love for the same | 
woman furnishes the occasion for 
many more highly artificial and! 
stagey scenes before it is straight- 
ened out. ; 

There are probably three or four 
unified stories in this curious med- 
|ley of romance but they do not 
|blend. There is a start and a finish 
in the blackmail episode; there is 
another complete sequence in the 
soldier chapters and the house party 
affair supplies the materials for still 
|}a third story unit. The three of 
them together make only confusion. 
Packing all this stuff into 60 min- 
utes just gives time to get the story 
elements told in the most perfunc- 
tory manner and there is no time 
left for the building up of essential 
detail. People are just puppets and 
the events are rushed headlong toa 
finale. 

Cast is capable, but here their 
personalities never get a chance to 
register, so swiftly are they hurried 
through continuity events. Excel- 
lent possibilities in the Von Stro- 
heim character of a_ blackmailer 
with a passion for collecting. Here 
he never develops beyond a type 
heavy. The exotic Miss Damita 
probably gets more out of her role 
than the others, having a number 
of effective theatrical scenes, no- 
tably a shower bath bit and a pa- 
rade of stepins which she fils out 
agreeably. 

The Menjou part is believable 
only in the polite society episodes. 
As a commander of soldiers he 
doesn’t convince, and the device of 
making him the triumphant lover 
over the younger and extremely per- 
sonable Maurice Olivier is an ut- 
terly false quantity. 

Physical production is excellent; 
and the minor characters do ex- 
tremely well in establishing the so- 
ciety atmosphere, notably Frederic 
Kerr as a garrulous old colonel who 
is host to the house party. Photog- 
raphy is of the best and backgrounds 
are splendidly handled. For the 
chief demerits the scenario depart- 
ment is to blame. Rush, 








Der Kongress Tanzt 


(‘The Congress Dances’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Music) 
Berlin, Nov. 1. 
Erich Pommer production and Ufa re- 
lease. Directed by Erik Charell. Manu- 
script by Norbert Falk and Robert Lieb- 


mann. Photography, Carl Hoffmann; 
sound, Fritz Tliery. Recorded on Klang- 
film. Cast: Lilian Harvey, Willy Fritsch, 


Otto Waliburg., Conrad Veidt, Carl Heinz 
Schroth, Lilli Dagover, Alfred Abel, Eugen 


Rex, Alfred Gerasch, Adele Sandrock, 
Margarete Kupfer, Julius FPalkenstein, 
Max Guelstorff, Paul MHoerbiger, Trude 


Brionne, Franz Nicklisch, Hermann Blass 
and Sergius Sax. Running time, 95 mins. 
At Ufa-Palast am Zoo, Berlin. 


A revue more than a story. Erik 
Charell has directed mass scenes 
at the Ufa studios in Babelsberg 
instead of staging them at ‘Grosses 
Schauspielhaus.’ He has done it 
with a seldom seen luxury, a move- 
ment full of dance and life, but also 
with the disadvantages brought 
about by unconnected sequences. 
s3ut Charell offers grace, taste and 
a light hand. Film . should do 
nicely with some well known names 
in the cast. 

Plot is rather thin and goes back 
to the time of the Congress in 
Vienna, 1814, when all princes, 
kings and diplomats assembled to 
confer about the fate of Europe, 
and Emperor Napoleon. But the 
Austrian prime minister arranges 
festivities and dances in order to 
divert the gentlemen from the ac- 
tual questions and the political 
events. The Russian tsar, espe- 


| 
from Elba and has touched French 


soil. The tsar has to renounce his 
love and leave and take the field 
with his troops. 

Willy Fritsch has only to look 
well, which he does, and the charm. 
ing Lilian Harvey, who is on the 
way to become a good actress, has 
again to be a dancer and, on or- 
ders, pouts her lips. Lil Dagover 
only impresses in appearance. Only 
Otto Wallburg, with his blubbering, 
breaks the stiff coldness of this re- 
vue-play. 

Observer cannot be entirely satis- 


fied with Carl Hoffman’s photog- 
raphy. It is not sharp and too in- 
distinct. The sound, however, is 
|excellent, as is Werner Richard 


Heymann’s arrangement of 
of old Viennese melodies. 
Vagnus. 


the 


THE CALENDAR 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Nov. 2 
Gainsborough-British I.ion production, 
teleased through Gaumont British Based 

on stage play by Edgar Wallace. Directed 


by T. H. Hunter Stars Herbert Marshall 
and Edna Best. Running time, 80 minutes. 
Censor's certificate ‘U." Reviewed at Capi- 
tol, London, 


Good box-office material for the 
home market. With only one dud 
out of the last four films, this stu- 
dio may have solved the riddle of 
the English market. 

Picture is one of those straighte- 
forward pieces of work, unimagina- 
tively directed, not particularly well 
staged, but getting away to a smooth 
start and keeping it up all the way. 

Story is something of a modern 
classic in this part of the world. 
About a horse owner who is warned 
off the turfafter atrial by the Jockey 
Club. This particular sequence, 
which formed the highlight of the 
stage play, is put over well here, and 
no reason why the picture shouldn't 
do as well as the play. 

First-class performance by Her- 
bert Marshall, who has all the 
marks of being as good a film actor 
as he is on the stage. Erna Best 
has nothing to do. Anne Grey does 
well as the second girl, but Gordon 
Harker about steals the picture asa 
burglar-butler. Chap. 


Ihre Hoheit Befiehlt 


(‘Her Highness Commands’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Music) 


Ufa production and release. 


Stars Willy 
Fritsch and 


Kaethe von Nagy. Features 
Sehwarz; scenario, Paul Frank and Billie 
Wilder; camera, Guenther Rittau; sound, 
Hermann Fritzsching: lyrics, Robert Gil- 
bert; music, Werner Heymann; production, 
Max Pfeiffer. At Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y., 
for grind run Nov. 6. Running time, 91 


mins. 

Ideut. von Cponradi.......... Willy Fritsch 
Princess Marie Christine. Kaethe von Nagy 
Minister of State....... Reinhold Schuenzel 
PUD « bah cdhce ce odisvtacos Paul Hoerbinger 
Prince Leuchtenstein...... Paul Heidemann 


Palpably an attempt by Ufa to 
imitate the Chevalier-Lubitsch mu- 
sicals, picture is nevertheless amus- 
ing and will do well with German 
audiences. 

Willy Fritsch for the first time 
without Lillian Harvey. Perform- 
ance of Kaethe von Nagy really 
keeps this production on an upper 
level. 

Film is one of those ready made 
operettas. Manicurist turns out to 
be a princess and the délicatessen 
clerk is a general. But it’s love 
despite their deceptions. In between 
is some pretty fine, though heavy 
handed, satire on court life. 

Several nice tunes if none out- 
standing. Also music is used 
throughout as a background. Pho- 
tography only so-so. 

Acting stands with every one of 
the lead parts well played. Fritsch 
is handsome and pleasing as usual. 
Miss von Nagy, unknown on this 
side, runs away with things. Looks 
like Jeannette MacDonald. Comedy 
is handled by Paul Hoerbinger, who 
lays it on thick but connects. Rein- 
hold Schuenzel is also good as the 
harrassed minister of state. 

Overboard on footage but with 
some trimming ought to do very 
well within its Teutonic sphere. 

Kavuf. 





LE BAL 


(‘The Ball’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Music) 
Paris, Nov. 1. 
Vandal and Delac production. Directed 
by W. Thiel from novel by Helen Nemiroe 


sky. Made in French and German ver- 
sions at Tobis Epinay studios. Recorded 
on Tobis Klangfilm. Running time, 70 
mins. At the Cameo, Paris. 

PIRREE 6c cccsadcecses Danielle Darrieux 
Poor Relative.........-- Marguerite Pierry 
DRE scccodscveeceesoeassds Andre Lefaur 
Mother ....cccecesseess-Germaine Dermoz 
GOVETNESS occcececsesessses Wanda Greville 
LOVEP cccccce ecoccsees-Pierre de Guingand 
Customer ....ese6s Cddevose Paulette Dubose 


This scenario is from the novel 
of the same name. It’s a psycho- 
logical study of a child’s mind, but 
has been transferred to the screen 





cially, seems dangerous to him and 
he sends two ladies so that he will | 
not trouble. about the negotiations 
But the tsar is wiser, he has a 
double take his place at the official 





| festivities. However, he falls in| 
{love with one of these women, a 
| Viennese glove maker. gut news 


reaches him that Napoleon has fled | 


| traneous 


as the adventures of the newly 
rich. Picture is likely to do busi- 
ness here and before Frenchmen 


in other places, due to the human 
element, and the acting by some of 


| the principals. 


Continuity and direction are 
questionable, often introducing ex- 
scenes which slow up 
everything. Almost amounts to pede 

(Continued on Page 2@) 
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BILL BOYD « ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
JAMES GLEASON 
GINGER ROGERS « HARRY BANNISTER 
Directed by Albert Rogell = 
Story by Commander Herbert A. Jones 
Scenario by Lew Lipton cae 
A CHARLES R. ROGERS PRODUCTION 
HARRY JOE BROWN, ASSOCIATE PRODUCER 
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Solid with Elks 
Astoria, Ore. ! 
Three weeks ago a committee 
from the Elks called on Edgar Hart, 
manager of the Fox the&tres, and 


asked him to sing at their next 
meeting the French song he had re- 
cently done at a Rotary luncheon, 


He promptly acquiesced. When he 
was introduced in the lodge, the ex- 
alted ruler said that instead of hem- 
ming and hawing and promising to 
let them know in a few days, the 
immediate response was ‘Glad to do 
it, and be of service.’ The announce- 
ment was greeted’ with a round of 
applause. 

But that was not all. The Elks 
annually: make a_ distribution © of 
Xmas baskets to the children of the 
poor. Generally this has been made 
at their own hall. This week a spe- 
cial meeting was called and ar- 
rangements made to hold the dis- 
tribution in conjunction with the 
meeting of Hart’s Mickey Mouse 
club at the Liberty theatre Xmas 
morning. The Elks will decorate the 
house, provide a tree and pay the 
cost of the program, with the thea- 
tre getting columns of publicity 
without cost. 

A direct result of Hart’s prompt 
willingness to help out at a session. 


Prosperity Money 

A Fox theatre manager in the 
Midwesco division, J. D. Chaffin, of 
Marshall, Mo., has worked out a 
merchant stunt which does away 
with the chance angle without de- 
tracting from the value of a mer- 
chant gift drive. He limited his of- 
fering to a single radio set, but it 
can be made much more effective if 
there is a greater number of prizes, 

Tying in 30 merchants, who 
bought the radio at cost, they all 
advertised that they would give 
‘prosperity money,’ dollar for dollar; 
with all purchases. On a set night 
the radio was auctioned off; or, in 
other words, turned over to the per~ 
son offering the largest number of 
coupons. ? 

The theatre ean give this. money, 
along with the stores, if desired, but 
it is not necessary, since the needful 
publicity comes from hooking the 
idea to the theatre. 


New Knowledge Quiz 


Greenville, S.C. 

Varying the questionnaire idea, 
H. C. Brown offered prizes to chil- 
dren who submitted the most com-: 
plete lists of ocean fauna in connec- 
tion with the showing of ‘50 Fath- 
oms Deep’ at the Rivoli. All forms 
of animal life were permitted, and 
not merely fishes, 

School teachers approved the 
stunt because it had the kids going 
to the encyclopedia. 

Live attraction was a man in a 
diving suit, but without the face 
plate, who distributed heralds, 


Janney as Organizer 


Los Angeles. 
Fox West Coast is using Leon 
Janney in many spots to reorganize: 
old Mickey Mouse clubs into the new 
Fox Leader idea. Ryllis Hemming- 
ton has been working spots. Fig- 
ured that they may not always use 

Mouse cartoons, so changing title. 





it will get the idea over and also 
center interest in the newcomer. In- 
cidentally it will be an excellent ar- 
gument for an additional picture in 
the newspaper—perhaps more than 
one, 

One manager is going to form a 
Schnozzle club when he starts to 
advertise ‘Wallingford,’ with mem- 
bership cards and all the trimmings. 
The advantage will be that schnoz- 
zle members will have a club section 
at the opening of each new Durante 
picture. 

The contest can be worked into a 
variety of ideas and backed up by 
a perambulator wearing a false nose 
such as may be had from alJl theat- 
rical costumers. Probably your ex- 
change manager will send you one 
if you cannot get one in town. 

But, in all the advertising, plant 
the idea that Durante has more than 
a nose with which to get the laughs. 
That's just his billboard. 





Roadster Hurt Grid Game 


Montgomery, Ala. 


Manager Dick Kennedy of the 
Paramount, fought a Friday night 
grid game by giving away small 


roadster the same evening. Local 
dealer stood part of the expense. 

Promoters of the football battle 
claim the theatre’s stunt hurt at- 
tendance at the Bowl. 


Exploiting Bill Tilden 
The Hague. 

Big Bill Tilden, who arrived in 
Europe by the Berengaria, is touring 
Holland now. The Carlton Hotel at 
Amsterdam is advertising him as the 
big noise with supper parties and 
afternoon teas. (He is staying 
there). He is giving a few demon- 
strations of his skill in this country 
and leaving again on Oct. 27. 

Metro is going to show his short 
tennis films (instructive), releasing 
them for the cinema trade here this 
week, 





Goodwill Gesture 


Hudson, Mass. 

Frank L, Madden, manager of the 
Hudson theatre, heard that school 
teachers were conducting a contest 
in the writing by pupils of a thesis 
on the late Thomas Edison. Madden 
obtained a film portraying the in- 
ventor’s life and invited children 
and teachers to attend a special 
showing. 

While it brought no money, it 
caused much favorable comment on 
Madden's cooperation in an educa- 
tional project. 


8.0.8. Movement 


Seattle. 

The RKO S. O. S. movement for 
kids is new and going to a big 
start backed by police, federated 
women’s clubs and Better Films 
Bureau. 

The letters stand for 
Streets.’ This is a club for the 
children, meeting every Saturday 
morning at--the Orpheum theatre, 
admittance a dime. Club already 
has 2,000 members. Object is care 
at all crossings and is getting to be 
a big thing here for the children. 


‘Stay off 





Using Halloween 


Lynchburg, Va. 
Usually Halloween, because of 





Bars Aussie Stunts 


Perth, Australia. 

City Council has prohibited all 
stunting to get business for the pic- 
tures. Council soured when a local 
house staged an airplane demon- 
stration the opening night of ‘Hell's 
Angels.’ Got a big business from the 
crowds which turned out to see the 
show. Thetare men regard the edict 
as foolish when theatres contribute 
so heavily to local taxation. 


Knocks Reverses 


Editors of the Fox ‘Last Word’ are 
waging war in reverse ads in which 
the lettering appears in white against 
a black ground, As the editor points 
out, this looks fine on surfaced paper 
with good ink and presswork, but it 
is pretty apt to go wrong with fast 
presswork on wood pulp paper. 

There was a time, about five or 
six years ago, when the reverse cuts 
were practically out. It is rather 
surprising that they should be drift- 
ing back again, for it is about 100 
to 1 the letters will fill in and 
smudge if they are smaller than 10 
point size and a moral certainty 
that the black ground, which looked 
so striking in the press book, will 
either be a mottled gray or just a 
mass of ink, including the lettering. 


Selling Durante 


With Jimmy Durante coming to 
the fore as a picture comedian and 
show stealer, he may require a little 
intensive selling in the small towns 
to get the most out of his first few 
pictures, and a good way is to start 
in with a schnozzle contest, even 
though it may be necessary to ex- 
plain to the customers that a 
schnozzle is a nose. 

Offer a prize for the largest nose 
and another for the most unique. 
There may not be many entries, but 


this town’s custom of turning it into 
a Mardi Gras, offers the theatres 
keen competition. But this year 
both chains turned the event to 
advantage by putting on _ special 
parties and inviting the merrymak- 
ers inside. 

Fesides profiting by the party 
plan, the Paramount won publicity 
through a float which took first 
prize in the parade. Decorated car 
was driven by Willis Grist, Jr., Pub- 
lix city manager, with Ann Melodie, 
his wife and Paramount organist, 
beside him on the front seat. 


Using Radio Talent 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
Warners’ Strand tied up with sta- 
tion WSYR for an artists’ popu- 
larity contest as an auxiliary fea- 
ture to start local participation in 
Warners’ ‘Victory Month of Hits.’ 
Artists appearing on the station's 
regular programs did their stuff 
nightly on the theatre’s stage in a 
series of elimination contests, lead- 
ing up to the finals on the seventh 
night. 





Using Audience Commend 


Danbury, Conn. 

Manager Harold G. Cummings, of 
the Palace, is using the comment of 
patrons in his newspaper ads. 

Persons interviewed are selected 
at random and their name and ad- 
dress run in the aq under their re- 
marks on the picture. 


Advance Review Proofs 


Kansas City. 

Management of the Newman for 
‘Platinum Blonde’ learned that re- 
views were good, secured advance 
proofs and reproduced them in both 
Sunday papers. 

First run reviews break here on 
Sundays. 





Sidewalk Stunt 


Cleveland. 
Doctor angle in ‘Sin of Madelon 
Claudet’ was developed by Loew’s 


pealed to femmes. For giveaways 
M. M. Malaney made up small 
transparent capsules reading ‘Cor- 
rect Dope’ and telling inside how 
Helen Hayes tried to make her son 
a doctor. Two girls in nursing uni- 
forms gave gag an authentic touch. 





Use War Hero 
Chicago. 
Warner publicity gang scored a 
four-page tieup in the ‘American’ 
through a personal appearance of 
Clayton K. Slack, ex-private in the 
A. E. F., who won many medals. 
Slack was tied up with ‘Gold 
Chevrons,’ war film at the Orpheum. 
and the downtown merchants did 
the rest. 


Getting the Most 


Some managers get more out ofa 
given stunt than others, largely be- 
cause they use their beans. Just as 
an example, two managers reported 
last year on the use of cheap mega- 
phones for a football picture. The 
cones were delivered flat and folded 
by the recipient. 

One man took his supply out to a 


Allen into a sidewalk stunt that ap-- 





football game and gave them away. 
He figured it was a good advertise- 
ment. Probably it was. 

The other manager made contact 
with the manager of the high school 
eleven about two weeks ahead of a 
big game on the home grounds. He 
suggested that it would be a good 
idea for the cheer section to use 
megaphones. They could get a 
megaphone free by looking at the 
football picture he was about to 
show. Every megaphone he dis- 
tributed represented the sale of at 
least one ticket, due to that particu- 
lar megaphone. And the advertis- 
ing effect at the game was about 
equal to that gotten by the other 
manager. That particular picture 
had been played and had passed on; 
but the house was being advertised, 
which was the main point. 

In these days of intensive scratch- 
ing, it pays to mull over an idea 
until it has been developed to its 
greatest power. 


Rehearsal Yarn 
New York. 
Coliseum theatre, playing Eddie 
Cantor in person, found that Bob 
Grannis, of the ‘Graphic,’ never had 
seen a vaude rehearsal, so dated 


him for Cantor’s talk over with the 
leader and got a special story. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Syracuse, N, Y., Nov. 2. 
Jack Judge has resigned as ass'’t. 
at Fox-Eckle. Leonard Jasco of 
Buffalo replaces him. 


Rockford, Ia. 
Rockford Theatre Corp. formed 
here by business men who will 
operate house, 


Dover, O. 
Ohio theatre, dark almost a year, 


has reopened with talkers. House 
under management of George 
Chrest. 

Canton, O. 


The Mozart, owned formerly by 
A. H. Abrams, has reopened as a 
second run. Last of town’s dark 
houses to light. 





Dallas. 
Cecil Culp, indie, rebuilding his 
stand in Arkadelphia, Ark. Cost 
around $50,000. 
House recently destroyed by fire. 


Marietta, O. 
Marietta will have Sunday films, 
majority being 165 favorable to the 
issue, 


Stage shows and Sabbath pictures 
also continue in East Liverpool, O., 
and in Wooster and Alliance, O. 


Charleston, W. Va. 
J. C. Shanklin, owner of the 
Greenbrier theatre here, has also 
taken active charge of the Grand 


theatre at Ronceverte, Greenbrier 
county. It will reopen about Nov. 
16. 


P. L. Dysard will manage. 


New York. 
Tremont theatre, Bronx, reopened 
last week with straight pictures 
after being closed for some time. 
Joe Weinstock has taken the house; 
Charles Messinger is manager. 


Seattle. 
Jack Buchanan, manager for 
Rainier National Park sight seeing, 
now assistant mer. at Metropolitan. 


Des Moines. 
J. D. Gulik is chairman of the 
board of a theatre corporation as 
yet unnamed, at Rockford, Iowa. 
Gulik is a merchant there. 


Williamsport, Pa. 

Ernie Schmidt, publicity direc- 
tor for Paramount-Publix in this 
region, has been advanced to dis- 
trict manager of 10 communities 
and 20 theatres in this section. He 
will have supervision over P-P 
theatres in Williamsport, Carlisle, 
Pottsville, Sunbury, Mauch Chunk, 
Shenandoah, Danville, Bloomsburg, 
Norvhumberland and Jersey Shore. 


San Francisco. 

Following northern California 
changes reported by Film Board of 
Trade: 

Bayshore, San Francisco, from 
Frank Gosling to E. J. McDermott; 
Lincoln, Alameda, from R. Lippert 
to Herman Schwartz; Campbell, 
Campbell, reopened by Joe Meyer, 
taken over from H. C. Bloom; 
Colma, Colma, from Paul Aglietti 
to Frank and Dorothy Garibaldi; 
Victory,. Sacramento, closed for six 
years, reopened as Oak Park by 
Cy Graves. 





San Francisco. 
Shifts in northern California di- 
vision of FWC have Art Miller re- 
signing from Califernia and Mis- 
sion, San Jose, Ralph Allen suc- 
ceeding. Allen’s berth, mgr. of Hipp, 





Sacramento, filled by Eddie Sulli- 
van. Fred Sanphy takes over the 
Fox, Napa, changin: from the Sen- 
ator, Vallejo. 


San Francisco. 

J. Maurice Ridge, ERPI western 
sales manager, here from Los An- 
geles, named L. E. Kennedy local 
sales head, Lringing him from the 
northwest territory. 

L. P. Corbett is new northwest 
rep. 


Rutland, Vt. 
New Grand theatre, Paramount- 
Publix, makes its bow this week. 


Atlantic City. 

Homer Lord of Chester, now dis- 
trict manager of Warne, interests 
here. Succeeds Lester Stallman, 
who goes to the York district. I. D. 
Miller of Cleveland appointed man- 
ager of the Virginia (SW) on the 
Boardwalk. 


San Francisco. 
Golden State Theatres opened 
Merced, Merced, Cal., last week 
with Joe O’Connor manager. 





Creston, Ia. 
Projection booth and machinery 
at the Crest theatre damaged to the 
extent of $7,000 by fire, which fol- 
lowed explosion of film. Fire was 
confined to. the booth. 


Los Angeles. 

Houses closed: Granada, Chand- 
ler, Ariz.; Airdome, Las Vegas, 
Nev.; Tent City, Coronado, Cal.; 
Valley, El Centro, Cal.; Open Air, 
Elsinore, Cal.; Star, Montebello, 
Cal.; Newport, Newport Beach, 
Cal.; Key-O, San Diego; Pima, 
Pima, Ariz. Woods, Chino, Calif. 
will close Nov. 31. 

Theatres reopened: Rialto, Tuc- 
son, Ariz.; Elite, Long Feach, by 
Mrs. Gertrude Sneyd; Princess, Los 
Angeles, by S. Lazarus. 

Changes in ownership: Mission, 
Los Angeles, to Jack Zamsky; Uni- 
versity, Los Angeles, partnership of 
Harry Terkell and Max Cohen dis- 
solved, with Terkell taking over; 
Forum, San Diego, to Roy Robbins; 
Hidalgo, Los Anegels, to be operated 
by Trallis and Emanuel. 

New MHughes-Franklin Sunkist 
oe opened at Pomona. Seats 


Los Angeles. 

Exhibitors in this district are 
either taking up numerology or 
seeking better luck from the num- 
ber of name changes during the 
past two weeks. Nine new monikers 
are keeping the sign and marquee 
makers busy and happy. 

Red Mill in Belvedere Gardens 
now the Boulevard; Stearns, Fill- 
more, now operated by Nate Schien- 
berg as Fillmore Theatres, Inc.; 
Minnetonka, Jacumba, Calif. re- 
dubbed Casino; Star, Los Angeles, 
reopened by Gene Bolland as the 
Chic; Egyptian, Lynwood, becomes 
the Lynnwood; Empress, Wilming- 
ton, reopened by Dick Darnst as 
the Avalon; Red Lantern, Brea, now 
Yu:t’s; Garden, South Gate, ope- 
rated by Paul E. Heiser now as the 
South Gate; California, Ramona, 
now the Ramona, 


Los Angeles. 
M. C. Sinift, former Kansas City 
branch manager for Warners, re- 
places Jack Brower in Los Angeles 
exchange. Brower now WB division 
manager for everything west of 





Denver. 


For Short Titles 


With a number of four and five. 
letter titles current in the offing, it 
might be a good gag to revive the 
This consistg 


in getting a number of mud turtles 
and lettering the shell of each with 
one letter of the title, using only a 
sufficient number of turtles, 

These are placed in a window 
with an offer of tickets, or a prize 
promoted from the merchant whose 
window is used, for the first person 
to catch the turtles lined up so that 
they spell the title properly. People 
will stand around until moved on, 
hoping that the turtles will perform 
the almost impossible, but now and 
then it will happen that the crawl- 
ers will arrange themselves prop- 
erly. 

The gag is a mate to a similar 


stunt worked preferably in a pet 
animal store, though it can be 
shown in any window. A number 
of perches are set in a row, each 
with one letter of the title. An 


equal number of birds are put into 
the window, and if they can be 
caught with one bird on each perch, 
the presentation follows. 

Generally if the birds light, the 
exclamations of the crowd and the 
rush into the store cause some of 
them to fly off. But one jeweler, 
who had offered a $150 diamond ring 
as the prize, stationed a clerk to 
shoo the birds, the requirement be- 
ing that the storekeeper should be 
shown the birds all set. It is a 
practically safe stunt, and after its 
long rest should be good for another 
run, 


Making Magic 

With several of the coming pic- 
tures, including ‘The Spider’ and 
‘Phantom of Paris’ having magi- 
cians for leads, it looks like a cue 
to spot local magicians with a view 
to using them for exploitation work, 
Most towns boast amateur wizards; 
some of them with plenty of ap- 
paratus, and generally they are only 
too glad to get a chance to show 
their skill. 

A magician can be used in a 
store window or the lobby to work 
his tricks, with an attractive girl 
in page’s dress showing a card 
after each trick, reading: “It’s a 
good trick, but see the stunts ———— 
does in at the Grand theatre 
next week. He’s a wiz.” 

Where there are several, you can 
swing a magical contest, either with 
the picture or the week before, and 
each magician will bring in all his 
friends, ' 

It may be possible to work up a 
junior magicians’ contest, limited to 
boys under 14 or 16, for scores of 
boys have magic sets and an urge 
to appear on a real stage. 


U HASN’T ENOUGH PLOTS 
FOR STAFF DIRECTORS 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Due to two weeks’ absence from 
Universal by Carl Laemmle, Jr., ree 
couping from hay fever, five U die 
rectors—Hobart Henley, Rowland 
Brown, Edward Cahn, Russell Mack 


and William Wyler — are tapping 
their toes and waiting for story 
okays. 

Scenario staff is seeking plots, 
with the supply low, although studio 
tried to sell a lot of dust collectors 
recently. ‘Semaphore,’ railroad see 
rial, only yarn marked for produce 
tion but awaiting final home office 
nod. Ray Taylor, director, is still 
marking time and the two pictures 
in work are ‘Rue Morgue’ and 
‘Pudge.’ 











No Knowledge in East of 
Reported Large Suit West 


Knowledge of an action reported 
filed in the Los Angeles Federal 
Court against members of the Hays 
organization, alleging violation of 
sound patents, was generally denied 
in New York film and electri¢ circles 
Monday. 

The suit asks for $100,000,000. It 
was filed by Cyrus Newton Andrews, 
described as an inventor. 

Western Electric and RCA Photo- 
phone claimed ignorance of the ac- 
tion, saying that neither had been 
informed by its coast office. 

The Hays office in New York 
claimed ignorance, saying that if 
such an action is to be instituted it 
will be against the Hollywood asso~- 
ciation, known as the Association of 





Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 
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Imposed Titles to Rule All U. S. 
Product Made for Latin America 





Spanish talker is dead for dubbed 
product and language version both. 
This requiem is sounded by pro- 
ducers’ own representatives from 
the spot, among whom is Enrique 
Baez, of Rio De Janeiro, repre- 
sentative of United Artists in Bra- 
zil, the second most important field 
in the Spanish picture market, Baez 
is here to’ select next season’s prod- 
uct for distribution and is packing 
back American dialog films but with 
superimposed titles. 

Argentine is the richest Spanlsh 
picture market, but Brazil expresses 
the trend of Spanish customers’ 
tastes. This South American re- 
public has about 1,700 theatres, of 
which around 1,400 are wired. Mostly 
are inferior spots and one-day stands 
but still representative of the Span- 
ish taste everywhere. 


Baez has been the U. A. repre- 
sentative in Brazil for six years, 
going there from Cuba, and is re- 
garded as being as fully conversant 
with conditions as anybody on the 
Spanish market. 

The Spanish market once loomed 
as the bonanza of the talker era and 
for a while promised to fulfill this 
dream, but it’s extremely dull now. 
Where the normal gross expected 
from a Spanish film once might be 
around $75,000 in Brazil alone, it 
now amounts to next to nothing. 
That means under $2,000 and takes 
in the extraordinary decline in ex- 
change, amounting to 50%. 

The Spanish talker market has 
been dead for six months or more. 
In the whole history of Spanish 
talkers probably not more than six 
films went over for any real profit. 

When this fact was finally im- 
pressed on American foreign man- 
agers, the dubbing alternative came 
in. That was six months ago. To- 
day, despite all pronouncements to 
the contrary, the future foreign field 
will see only American dialog pic- 
tures manufactured by American 
companies with superimposed titles, 
except for France, Germany, and 
England. 

Quota Foreigns Only 

With the elimination of Spanish 
talkers or the dubbed films which 
latter kind are the only foreign dia- 
log pictures now being made in the 
U. S., next year looks to see the 
complete elimination or almost of 
all foreign dialog production in this 
country. Whatever is intended for 
Germany (and this will be limited) 
will be made in that country or else- 
where abroad. The same goes for 
France. 

The effect will be that only the 
quota countries will have native di- 
alog. That includes England. Here, 
however, the companies may get a 
two-way break, as certain of these 
films may be used for showing in 
the U. S. and Canada if worthy. 
Those companies not tied up with 
English producing concerns for na- 
tive picture making may fill their 
distribution quotas by buying up 
native-made British product and 
distribute those. 

Foreign reps of the American 
companies, including Baez of UA, 
can’t explain the trend that calls 
for American dialog pictures with 
superimposed titles, in Spanish 
countries especially. They says it’s 
one of those things and must be ac- 
cepted. 

Another peculiar angle is that Eu- 
ropean product for the Spanish mar- 
ket is n.g. practically altogether in 
any kind of films, silent, dubbed, or 
dialoged, or with superimposed 
titles. Above and beyond all prefer- 
ences the Spanish customers want 
American pictures. Others seem to 
have little or no chance, 

The only explanation that native 
or foreign observes can give is that 
the customers follow personalities 
entirely. The picture personality 
means half the draw to Spanish 
pictures and after being cultivated 
for a generation or so accept the 
big names of American films they’! 
take them now, regardless of the 
American dialog. 

Besides that, the Spanish cus- 
tomers look for the backgrounds and 
atmosphere which they find only in 
American films, while sex angle 
dramas and bedroom comedy stories 
give them the most lure. Action is 
an element but a big name can over- 
come all or any minor defects. 

The underworld story vogue is 
only beginning to hit South America 
with First National ‘The Finger 
Points,’ which looks like a success 
in Rio De Janiero, where it opened 
about two weeks aga 





Town Cold on Studio 


London, Nov. 9. 

Universal had a deal brewing for 
erection of studios on a 20-acre 
plot near Hendon, which is now 
cold. 

Rural Council refused to sanction 
the erection because it would have 
interfered with a road being plotted 
by the town officials. 


CUT STAFFS AND 
PAY CLOSING 
MEX HOUSES 


Mexico City, Nov. 9. 

One of the most extensive strikes 
in this country is under way here 
now and has already closed 18 pic- 
ture theatres, about half of the local 
houses. Strike threatens to spread 
enough to close up all theatres here 
as well as in all parts of the re- 
public. 

Strike results from the determi- 
nation of operating companies to 
reduce the number of theatre at- 
taches, including musicians, and cut 
salaries of those remaining. These 
actions, claim the theatre men, are 
necessary because of present low 
business. 

Theatre workers and musicians’ 
unions called the strike, declaring 
the personnel and salary reductions 
unjust. Teatro Palacio, one of the 
biggest theatres, and 17 nabe houses, 
were immediately closed. 

Strikers insist they’ll close all the 
theatres in the city as well as the 
provinces if the companies don’t 
yield, with the companies insisting 
they won't budge on the retrench- 
ment policy. 


THEATRES ASSUME NEV 
ADDED ENGLISH TAX 


London, Nov. 9. 


Increased amusement tax goes 
into effect today (9), with most of 
the theatre managements assuming 
the tax. 

Ten legit theatres are resorting to 
the old practice of passing the tax 
on to the public via increased ad- 
missions, but most of the others 
figure it might hurt business and 
prefer to pay the difference them- 
selves. 


Pommer’s Film a Hit 


Berlin, Nov. 9. 
‘The Congress Dances’ (Ufa) di- 
rected by Eric Charrell, is getting 
exceptional audience attention all 
over Europe, with Berlin highly en- 
thusiastic. It’s an Eric Pommer 
production. Sellout at the mam- 
moth Ufa-Palast Am Zoo every per- 
formance for the past fortnight. 
Reports coming in from Hamburg, 
Leipzig, Duesseldorf and other sec- 
tions give the film just as good rat- 
ings in all those spots. 


























NEW FOREIGN ENTRIES 


National Theatre, Jersey City, 
went foreign films Saturday (7) 
with  ‘Privatsecretaerin’ (‘Private 
Secretary’). ‘Merry Wives of Vien- 
na’ will follow. 

The National is a Warner house. 

Hollywood theatre, Buffalo, goes 
foreign with a Ufa franchise. Makes 
the fifth for Ufa and will open in 
about two weeks. Nicholas Basil is 
owner of the theatre. 

Buffalo previously saw foreign 
films only at the Erlanger theatre. 





Deluy in Africa 
Paris, Nov. 9. 


Leon Deluy, manager of the 
Metro Marseilles exchange, has 
been promoted to the North African 
post. 

He replaces Vic Bivet, 
signed. 


who re- 





Films in Paris 


Paris, Nov. 9. 

Hollywood direct shot version of 
‘Trial of Mary Dugan’ (Metro) 
opened nicely at the Aubert, with 
good business looked for. 

‘Dirigible’ (Col) opened during the 
week, at the Marigny, but did not 
fare so well. Much adverse criti- 
cism of the dubbing work, the 
voices being poor and the dialog il- 
literate. 


Foreign Film Flood 
With English Titles 
Is Final Test Drive 


Sudden flood of foreign-language 
films with English sub-titles is be- 
ing sent out from New York in a 
drive by the foreigners to win rec- 
ognition in this domestic market. 
Two of the more important films 
sent out last week were ‘Operen- 
redoute’ (Greenbaum-Emelka), Ger- 


man film, and “Terra Madre’ (Pitta- 
luga), Italian talker. Also being 
sent out now is ‘Zwei Herzen im % 
Takt’ in a new version with cut-in 
sub-titles. 

While most of these films use dif- 
ferent methods of cutting in or 
superimposing English captions, all 
are for the avowed purpose of mak- 
ing the picture easier to follow for 
those not understanding the lan- 
guage. General opinion among ex- 
hibs of foreign films is that these 
captions do more harm than good, 
because they don’t bring in any out- 
side trade to speak of, and are an- 
noying to regular language film pat- 
ronage. Distributors, on the other 
hand, are anxious to give the idea a 
thorough and final test, because if 
making good it will enlarge the field 
considerably. 


Lowest Scale 


Berlin, Oct. 31. 
The Germania  Lichtspiele in 
Schweina have beaten all records 
with regard to the cut of prices. 
Admission fer the Dreyfus picture 
was 10 pfennigs (2%c). 




















Camera Diplomacy ~- 


Paris, Nov. 1. 

By special decree of the Egyptian 
government, out of doors sequences 
made in Egypt by Paramount for 
their international picture ‘Port 
Said’ were censored in the studio 
projection room by the Egyptian 
Consul in Paris. This unusual pro- 
cedure resulted when Paramount, in 
order to avoid having any labora- 
tory work being done in Egypt, ob- 
tained permission in advance to 
send from Egypt to the studios the 
cans containing undeveloped nega- 
tives. 

An English company which re- 
cently tried to make pictures in 
Egypt without preliminary arrange- 
ments, and sent four sound trucks 
there, found they were not even 
permitted to land. 





Russian Busybodies, Too 


Paris, Nov. 1. 

According to American observers 
just returning from Russia, pic- 
ture business there is moving one 
step forward and two back. 

Excessive official interference re- 
sults in faulty work and latest Rus- 
sian films shown in Paris confirm 
the report. 





Ontarios Grand Jury Says Film a 
Conspiracy Trial OK, but Sees No Guilt 





Dutch Censors Upheld 


The Hague, Nov. 9. 
commission has unheld 
the censors in banning of ‘Feind im 
Blut’ (Praesenfilm) and ‘Recht Un- 
geborene’ (Atlas), both German 
films. 

Importers had objected to the 
banning and asked for a second 
views of the pictures. 


PARIS - BERLIN 
ON 2-1 BASIS 
FOR FEATURES 





Special 








Paris, Nov. 9. 
French Picture Control Commis- 
sion has drawn up a tentative 


scheme for Franco-German picture 
production co - operation. Idea 
roughly is based on a two-to-one 
program. 

Such an agreement would be very 
helpful to German production, cur- 
rently hampered by frozen credits. 





Although above cable does not go 
into detail on the ‘two-to-one’ pro- 
gram proposed, it is presumed to 
mean two German films will be al- 
lowed into France for one French 
film going into Germany. Ratio 
goes that way because Germans are 
the more prolific producers. 

It is the second time within the 
year that Franco-German producing 
pact has been attempted, although 
the time previously, it was largely 
engineered by the Germans and 
would have been detrimental to 
everybody concerned, except Ger- 
many, with America the biggest 
goat. Under the present scheme, 
as seen in New York, American pic- 
ture companies will still be hurt in 
Central Europe, but not to as great 
an extent, and France being the 
aggressor, it is assumed, will look 
out for herself. 


6 ENGLISH MADES IN 
WEST END FILM HOUSES 


London, Nov. 9. 
Week starting yesterday (8) sees 
six British made films among the 
top features in West End houses. 
Latest Gaumont British offering, 
‘Splinters in the Navy,’ based on 
the traditional British wartime con- 
cert party, started at the new Vic- 
toria yesterday (8) and looks like 
a natural for the home market. 











Last of the Cubans 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
After three months in Hollywood, 
last of the Cuban contingent 
brought here for Metro’s ‘The 
Cuban’ returned to Havana when 
Ernesto Lecuona, composer, Albert 
Bolet and Carmen Burquette, sing- 
ers, and Sol Pinelli and Armando 
Mario, dancers, let here Sunday 
(8) for New Orleans and Havana. 
Palau Pros. orchestra left two 
weeks ago but remainder stayed to 
play a week at the Los Angeles 
Paramount. 





British Reps Warn 


U. S. Producers 


To Lay Off Americanisms in Films 





Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

All studios have been notified by 
their British agents to more than 
ever lay off American flag waving 
and to eliminate anything patently 
American in future pictures, That 
is if they expect to cash in on the 
English market. 

Warning is that England is cur- 
rently in the throes of a wave of 
patriotism, attested by the recent 
general election. Sensing higher 
protective tariff with the conserva- 
tive element in the driver's seat, 
American distributors agree that it 
is going to be tough at any rate, 
and it will only be waving a red 
flag to spot a load of Americanism 





in the films. Not only patriotic 
material but also pictures stressing 
too heavily American customs 
shouldn’t be sent over, the com- 
panies’ representatives point out. 

Coincidental with this one pro- 
ducer, given the layoff signal, finds 
himself in a peculiar spot. He is 
just about to start a picture, partly 
sold in England, based on airplane 
travel in the United States plus the 
postal air service. 

His English reps notified him by 
cable to stall on the postal service 
and spot the air stuff anywhere but 
in the U. S. As he is figuring on 
big British returns, the producers 
admits he’s in a quandary. 





Toronto, Noy. 9. 

The most far reaching trial in 
Canadian film history got beyond 
the argument stage when a jury 
returned true bills 


Canadian picture theatres, 34 


against 52 
pic- 
and most of the 


ture executives 


American producers on charges 0i 
conspiring to operate a combine. 
Trial rounds up all the big names 
in the film industry and sounds ex- 
citing enough on paper, but is 
treated by the public as so much 
blah, It all started about four 
years ago when small exhibitors 
complained of being ‘talked to’ by 
agents from the big chains. Soon 
there was only one big chain—Fa- 
mous Players Canadian Corp. 
Some of the complaints got into 
the dailies and after a year of hol- 
lering the investigation was made by 
Peter White, K. C., sitting as his 
majesty’s royal commissioner. He 
sifted through evidence for five 
months and eventually handed out 
the report that the whole Canadian 


film industry was, in fact, a big 
combine, that the pint sizers and 
outside distributors, like British In- 
ternational, didn't have a chance 


and that the whole thing was il- 


legal. 

A royal commissioner, under 
Canadian law, can say all these 
things without a comeback but 


can’t dq anything about it. That 

is, he has power to suggest prose- 

cution of the alleged offenders, but 

no power to start the prosecution. 
Passed the Buck 

White suggested that the various 
provinces get together and try to 
do something with the big film 
boys. The provinces’ gradually 
passed the buck to Ontario. After 
the usual delay, Ontario brought ac- 
tion—and how. Court runners were 
kept busy for days serving blue pa- 
pers. The papers charged that 
Adolph Zukor, Will Hays, Universal 
Pictures Corp., and most of the 
others, ‘conspired together to lessen 
competition within Ontario in the 
purchase, sale or supply of films 
contrary to the Combines Investiga- 
tion Act.’ There were other allee 
gations, too. 

The grand jury found reasonable 
grounds for having the trial pro- 
ceed but no indication of guilt. At 
once, W. N, Tilley, K. C., moved 
for non suit on the grounds that 
all charges were haphazard and 
unspecific. The court on this move 
reserved decision. 

Meantime, no change is seen in 
the situation except that a new dis- 
tributing agency, handling British 
pictures exclusively, has come into 
the field. 





B. |.’"S CANADIAN ARM 


Capitalized Co. Contracts 50 Houses 
to Show 5 Films Yearly 








Toronto, Nov. 9. 
Capitalized at $1,000,000, British 
International Films of Canada, Ltd., 


was organized here this week 
through the efforts and under di- 
rection of Ray Lewis (Mrs. Joshua 
Smith) editor of the ‘Canadian 
Moving Picture Digest.’ 

Some 50 Canadian houses are 
under contract to the new company 
to show five British features yearly. 
Contract runs until 1936, with the 
first five features now here. These 
are ‘Flying Fool,’ ‘Keepers of 
Youth,’ ‘Shadows Between,’ ‘Hob- 
— Choice’ and ‘My Wife's Fam- 
ily.’ 





Native-U. S. Cast Film 
Set for Mexican Co. 


Mexico City, Nov. 5. 

Promise is made that work will 
start this month on “Santa,” 
sensational novel by Frederico 
Gamboa, Mexican author, by Na- 
tional Motion Picture Production 
Co., newly organized native enter- 
prise. 

In newspaper advertisements, 
Company advises that arrangements 
for coming to Mexico to work on 
this picture have been made with 
several Spanish speaking and 
American players and technicians, 
among them Alec Phillips, Donald 
Reed (Alberto Guillen), Antonie 
Moreno, and Lupita Tovar. Adver- 
tisements feature copy of a letter 
from the Banco de Mexico advising 
that it telegraphed Moreno $8,500 
at Company’s orders. 
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/BARBARA* 


STANWYCK 
in “FORBIDDEN” 


“MEN IN HER LIFE”? 


with LOIS MORAN 
CHARLES BICKFORD 


§PLATINUM 
BLONDE” 


with LORETTA YOUNG " 
ROBERT WILLIAMS 
JEAN HARLOW 





A FRANK CAPRA production) 


WHY? 
sT-Yor-[Us-t-m ove) MO). /-47-\ 


IS MAKING THE BEST 
PICTURES! 


That’s the reason 
why allthecirculTs 
—and INDEPENDENTS 


—have booked 
COLUMBIA PICTURES! 


HAVE YO U A 


COLUMBIA CONTRACT? 


ee on 


with ADOLPHE MENJOU 


a FRANK CAPRA 
Production 








“THE GUILTY GENERATION” 
with LEO CARRILLO 
CONSTANCE CUMMINGS 


EL, CK 


‘in » “YELLOW” 


Temporary title 


Rwith RICHARD CROMWELL 
Joan Marsh 





Full Speed Ahead with COLUMBIA / 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


off last week anw the price re- 
mained practically stationary. 
RKO is distinctly in a spot. On 


top of a sad earnings statement 
last week — showing net for 9 
months of less than $700 — came 
stories that the company was in 
the market for new financing, the 
probability being mentioned that it 
would take the form of flotation of 


a debenture issue. With the Ex- 
change list fairly sprinkled with 
high yield standard stocks selling 
at bargain levels, there was no 


reason for speculative attention to 
turn toward RKO. 

The form its new financing is to 
take will be interesting. The times 
are not propitious for bond issues 
and besides the old Keith 6% bonds 


are selling close to 50 now. Story 
is that the $4,500,000 loan of last 


summer was from one of its elec- 
tric company allies and another re- 
port from the Coast related that 
Westinghouse had just lent the 
company another $5,000,000. As an 
indication of the depressed state of 
its securities, the last bid for the 
old Keith preferred, which has paid 
$7 to date was 25, Report is that 
RKO now has acquired control of 
this issue, following control of the 
old Orpheum senior issue. With its 
senior stocks down to low ebb (Or- 
pheum preferred is now below 14) 
public sale of new securities would 
not look so promising. 


of Fox 


Sponsors appear recon- 
eciled to making the best of a bad 
situation. With the dividend sus- 


pended and the paper of its allied 
General Theatre selling at new low 
levels weekly, there seems nothing 
to do in Fox except to wait until 
the skies clear. 

Last week’s impressive recovery 
was based upon the remarkable im- 
provement in grain prices and of 
other commodities, notably silver. 
The continuance of the climb de- 
pends as the new business week 
opens upon new evidence to estab- 
lish the soundness of the turn- 
around in wheat. If an unexpected 
world demand for the staple has 
wrought the improvement, the mar- 
ket could go a long way forward 
before it met opposition. If the 
wheat recovery is merely the result 
of a speculative situation in Chi- 
cago no artificial stimulation of the 
stock market can prevent a re- 
newal of October’s downdrift. 

Guessing Next Move 

There are many observers who 
feel that the statistical position of 
the wheat market is bound to limit 
its price recovery and that, ir- 
respective of European grain short- 
age, any manipulation of the stock 
market upward based on _ better 
farm product prices is likely to 
meet reversal shortly. 

Whatever the prospect in this 
direction, there is no question but 
that a large public play got into 
the market last week. Public buy- 
ing probably is necessary to a wide 
market advance, but it is a question 
whether the newly enlarged public 


following does not bring in an ele- 
ment of instability. 

Many speculators either have held 
back from this move, or have been 
prompt to grab profits, on the 
huneh that this swing has gone far 
enough for the time being. If early 








November ultimately is going to} 
mark the turn of the depression | 
| tide, they figure, it is in line with | 
| tradition that there should be a 
| drastic shakeout at some _ stage 
| early in the recovery, and a period } 
of accumulation before the real| 
long bull market gets into motion. | 


The chart would look a good deal 
more convincing to these traders if 


the trend line had flattened out 
after the early October crash and 
remained near the bottom for a 


' 
couple of months. The too prompt | 
rebound from Oct. 5 left little time | 

| 


for heavy accumulation and that| 
suggests a reaction not far away | 
that might, for instance, make a 


double bottom as a basis of a long, | 
slow recovery. 

Meanwhile there is steady prog- 
ress apparently toward basic read- 
justment. Even temporary booming 
of wheat prices will do a vast 
amount toward loosening up frozen | 
credits. In the sorely burdened ag- 
ricultura] machinery companies and 
in the inland banks, certainly. 
Washington has done something 
toward economy in the government, 
and all American business has 
trimmed sail for any new storm that 
may appear. Sentiment also has 
recovered somewhat from the low 
state of gloom, and in all directions 
there are daily new evidences of 
better times ahead, not the least of 
them being the strikingly improved 
condition of the bond market, a con- 
dition that market authorities have 
al] along held was essential to a sus- 
tained change in market trends. 


Amusements a Standoff 
Ten of the amusements gained 
an aggregate of 15% points last 


week, not a sensational result in a 
week of recovery all around, while 
six issues lost 644 net. These fig- 
ures, however, do not give a true 
picture of what happened. Taking 
the five leading issues, the net re- 
sult was almost a standoff. Loew 
gained 1 and Par gained 1%, while 
RKO lost 1%, Warners declined an 
eighth and Fox stood unchanged. 
The important gains were nearly 
all in unimportant places, at least 
as concerns the film trade. Eastman 
Kodak moved up more than 5; Loew 
preferred gaine® 2% and the War- 
ner senior stock advanced 214, these 
side issues representing two-thirds 
of the aggregate, and Warners, 
RKO and Fox displaying no ability 
to move with the market. 

The bond group looked. distinctly 
better, with Loew, Par and Warners 
climbing to new tops on the recov- 
ery and the volume of transactions 
suggesting some real investment in- 
terest in the group, which presents 
extremely high yields. Shubert and 
General Theatre slumped to new all- 
time lows, former at 3% and latter 
at 10. 





Summary for week ending Saturday, Nov. 7: 





STOCK EXCHANGE 

-——1931—_, Net chg. 

High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate, High. Low. Last. for wk 
9 2 BOW BMNTIONR BORE. ccc ccccccescesese 3 3 3 

15 3% 8,200 Consol, Film..... PTePETTTTTIT TTT ™% 8% +1% 
18% 7 2,300 Consol. Film pfd. (2)..cccccsee 13 14% 15% +% 

185% 93 14.5 Eastman Kodak (8)..... coccosse 2G 105 114% +5% 

5 O,.900 Poem, Cieate A... ccccceccs ecccccese 8 ™% 8% +% 

53% 2456 142,100 Gen. Elec. (1.00).... 30% 34% +8, 
15% 1% : Gen. Thea. Eq. n..... 1% 1% 

103 Gee. tii oae Keith pref. (7)..... oneus ‘. 25 bid 

63% 27% See EROW CB) iccscccscccss 39% 42 +1 
98 70 800 Do pref. (6%)...... 82 +2% 
™% 2 200 Madison Sq. Garden. 3% 3% 

27 —. - pebeee Met-G-M pref. (1.89).. ‘ 23% bid 

75 13 | oe. =, eee 00 13% 13% -—2% 
50% 10% 95,400 Paramount (2.50 stk)...sessee+0 17% 15% 17 +1% 
2% % 1,600 Pathe Exchange.......ssecseeee 1 %, 1 +% 
85% 21 100 Pathe, Class A..... 568600060000 3% 3% 3% $%—-% 
2T% 10% 113,600 Radio Corp........ ovevedeeeeees) Sa 12% 14% + % 
24% 5 168,000 RKO .......06.. savdseveqseeosee TaD 5% 6% —1% 
9% 1 DPC MNOGE  ivdccansscsddie jeueanese 1 1 1 

5ST% 24 50 Universal pref. (8)...... err 38% 39 -—2 
205% 4% 48,900 Warner Bros...... pdavaaesueae a 1% O%® 6% —% 
40% 10% 300 Do pref. (3.85)........ setesene’. BD 18 21% 42% 

107% 89% 93,200 Westinghouse (2'%4)...... asessses 45% 50% +4% 
5% Be BD RNR isc ce ccc ccccsessees »- Ww 1% 1% —% 

CURB 

22 45% 300 Columbia Picts., v.t.c. (75+)... 6% 6 64 —% 
8% 1% 8,400 De Forest Radio.......-+.eeee: ° . 1% 1% +% 
6% 1% 3,800 Fox Theatres......... ssawee ooee 1% lle 1% —*% 
31% 1% 8,700 Gen. Thea. Eq. Ppf..cccccccccce 1% 1% 1% — % 
15% 2% 700 Technicolor ....--cssee- eensees m 4)5 3% 4 + % 
13% 1% 1,100 Trane Lik. .ccccccccscces nuveaes 2% 2% 2% 

BONDS 

74 10 $23,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40......+ cseece 12 10 10% —1% 
78% 47 2,000 Keith’s 6's, '46.......e006. scoce =A 50 50 -1 
99% 82 44,000 Loew 6'8, "41. .ccccccccccccscce - 990 89 90 +1% 

51 6,000 Pathe 7's, "37..c.ccccccscvcce coo «= 75 75 

97 60 £5,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, ‘47....++. « TAK 7 Tike +7, 
89% rerre Par-Pub 54'S, '59...ccccccccces - 7 6414 70 +5% 
25 314 17,000 Shubert 6'8....ccccccscccccecs oe 4 3% 4 1 
74% 25 114,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39....+ee+0. - wo 46% 50 +3 





Woodin Sent West 


Harry Woodin, theatre operator, 
and Abe Blumstein, film buyer, 
named originally as going over to 
Skouras Brothers with the latter’s 
taking over of Fox houses in New 
York, remain with Fox. 

Flumstein stays in the east in the 
same capacity he always has held. 
Woodin is transferred to the coast 
Where he goes to assume an ope- 
rating post with FWC under Oscar 
Oldknow. 

Harry Arthur’s departur® 
Coast to be around 
day or Thursday (12). 


for the 


looks 


Wednes- | 


Expect 250 at Allied’s 
Cincinnati Conventton 


Cincinnati, Nov. 9. 

First annual meeting of members 
of the Allied Theatre Owners Asso- 
ciation, located in West Virginia, 
Kentucky and Southern Ohio will be 
held here Tuesday and Wednesday 
(10-11) at the Netherland Plaza. 
Frederick Strief, business manager, 
expects 250 at the banquet tomor- 
row night. 





Among the speakers will be 
Abraham Myers, W, A. Steffes 
Aaron Saperstein, Sidney Samuel- 
son and H. M. Richey. 


| ter 


| Board to 


| Par 





WRIGLEY PAR DIRECTOR; 
STOCK DIV. MAINTAINED 


Paramount Board formally rati- 
fied the appointments of John Hertz, 
William Wrigley and Albert Lasker 
as directors of the company at the 
regular monthly meeting held yes- 
terday (Monday). Board also again 


; declared a 62144 cents quarterly divi- 


dend payable in stock. 
Wrigley and Lasker take 
places on the Board formerly held 
by Daniel Frohman and <Albert 
Kaufman. Resignations of the lat- 
two were accepted, paving the 
way for the two Chicago men to 
come in. The Board also created a 
new post, that of Chairman of the 
which spot William H. 
former chairman of the 
Finance Committee, was ap- 
pointed. Hertz, as per Adolph 
Zukor’s recent announcement, be- 
comes Chairman of the Finance 


English, 


| Board, replacing English. 





Brill’s Tour 
Dave Brill of Capitol Films is 
touring the country for business 
purposes, 


the | 


Distribs Ditch % for Rentals q 








Roberts Moves Up and 


Taurog on ‘Miracle Man’ 
Holly wood, Nov. 9%. 


former 





Stephen Roberts, ass't di- 


rector and more recently co-director 


on Paramount pictures, now rates 
as a full-flledged director, having 
received a contract to the effect 


last week. 

Norman Taurog has been selected 
as director of the Par talking ver- 
sion of ‘Miracle Man.’ 





Mrs. Wildberg in Cast 
Mrs. John Wildberg, wife of the 
Paramount attorney, professionally 


known on the stage as Mae Wood, 
is in the cast of ‘Hot Money.’ 











October Production Survey 


Paramount, 


averaging 7.2 feature 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


units working daily in October, 


nosed Fox out as previous holder of the 1931 record for studio activity. 


Fox had 7.1 busy during April. 
Warner-FN’s 6.8 in May. 


Next was Metro's 6.9 in January and 


After the long slide from activity in early June to the slump of 
late July, production reachest its second peak for 1931 last month with 
the average of 35.8 features—a jump of two over September and less 
than three under June’s 38.4 features. 


Comedies averaged 3.7 daily, slow. 


However total units of 39.5 for 





Feature Short 

Feature Studios 

Paramount .... 17.2 ee 
Warrer-FN ... 4.0 ae 
We. ésh500's coco SS as 
URiverel ..cace 33 
Columbia cecec 2 " 
Pathe eecesesee » Hi 5 
MEGIO  séksoctnen OO 4 
BEULEO -citecctas 35 ee 
United Artists . 1.8 oe 
yc 2 es 9 es 
Leasing Studios 

ZOGsATE ieisnese BS ok 
International .. L111 os 
Educational ... os "sf 
Carr-Monogram 6 ‘a 
Metropolitan .. m | ok 
DOPMOUur 160566 ee 2 
Comedy Studios 

a ee a 1.0 
eer ey ae 5 
Working Daily 35.8 3.7 


(Including 3 Spanish 


Shooting 
Days. 
Paramount 

‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’......51 
‘Man I . PerrerrTyT er TTT. 
‘Working Girls’ ....cccccescceesd4 
‘Husband’s Holiday’ cocccccccoes dl 
‘False Madonna’ ovcceoeososeseooss 


Fox 
‘Surrender’ ......cccccsvcsseses+2d 
‘Over the Hill’. .ccccsscscesevoecns 
‘Rainbow Trail’ POTTTTTT TTT TTT 
‘Good Sport’ Se veccedveedsedocoe che 
‘Bad. Girl’ (Sp.)..ccccccccccccsel4 


Universal 
‘Frankenstein’ 
‘Nice Women’ 
‘Speed’ on 6 6'00:606O64060860S 6000680 
‘Law and Order’... 


Columbia 
‘Biond Baby’ cecccccccccsocecess0 
Yellow’ ..ccccccccccecccccccossls 
‘Unwanted’ ..cccccccccccecsooecl4 
‘Alias the Sheriff’ .....cceccceecld 
United Artists 


60.00 0c deneaasecs «48 


00ceveesoncetoes snd 


see eeeeeaeeoe 14 


‘Sky Devils’ (Caddo)........... 56 
reeks Had a Word For It’... .35 
‘Cock o’ the Air’ (Caddo)....... 36 
POMS OF PIOUOE 8340636 00060008 
Warner-FN 


ws rrr T Tey err rr eT TTT it, ret. 
Under 18° ..cccesccccccccccceccct 
‘Desirable’ pebeaddnssoeneneeees +a” 
‘Her Majesty, Love’....ese.-- 


..26 ‘Six-Gun Man’ 


OCTOBER PRODUCTION AVERAGES 


in 18 Coast Studios 





7-~October 1931 Units Active— —-—Year Averages-—— 


Total 1930 1929 1928 
7.2 4.5 4.0 7.4 
4.0 6.8 8.1 13.1 
3.8 5.8 6.1 6.8 
3.4 3.8 5.7 4.2 
3.2 2.1 1.5 2.3 
3.0 2.2 1.4 2.1 
2.8 2.9 2.0 2.3 
2.5 5.4 5.1 5.3 
1.8 1.5 1.3 1 

9 1.7 1.5 2.5 
2.6 1.3 1.9 2.3 
1.1 o° ‘3 oe 

af 6 9 1.3 

6 .4 o¥ 38 

2 1.9 2.9 2.6 

2 1.0 1.2 1.2 
1.0 1.0 pI 1.3 

5 of 1.0 1.0 

39.5 43.6 46.4 58.2 


(Average total units daily so far in 1931: January, 35; February, 
33.5; March, 38.5; April, 32.4; May, 36.7; June, 43.5; July, 30.6; Au- 
gust, 35.9; September, 37.4; October, 39.5.) 

44 FEATURES COMPLETED ON THE COAST 

IN OCTOBER, 1931 





versions and 1 serial) 


Shooting 
Days. 
Metro 
‘Private Lives’ , 
ree CURR 620600004 ed0e>%00%88 
"Eee BEM 6.4:0660000700608003 088 
Trem-Carr 
‘Land of Wanted Men’ (Mono)..13 
‘Forgotten Women. (Mono).... 7 
‘Law of the West’ (Tiffany).... 7 
Pathe 
‘Suicide Fleet’ ....... oveote stance 
‘Woman Commands’ .....6.0+++.38 
Radio 
‘Exposed’ ..... coesecccocesoeevese 
Temee OS: ROAG si cticces array ey ¢ i 
Miscellaneous 
‘Sign of the Wolf’ 

(Webb-Douglas serial).......26 
‘30 Days’ (Patrician)..... seevecae 
‘Dreamers of Glory’ 

(3p.). CROSPOO) asceae 
‘More Power to You’ 

(Metropolitan industrial) ....16 
*X Marks the Spot’ (Tiffany)...15 
‘Gay Buckeroo’ (Allied)....... Pee 
‘Juvenile Court’ (Zeidman)..... 9 
‘Gangway’ (Royer-Weeks)..... 9 


‘Cavalier of the West’ 

oe EE ere  @ 
‘Hollywood, City of Dreams’ 

Cee SMOED 45 02.00.0000 00R%0 so 8 
‘Soul of the Slums’ 

CRS UTOONEE! 62 6.00 udcadewers 7 


(Burton King)... 5 
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October is still only four less than 
when 43 features were in work. 


in June. Actual peak was Oct. 6-7 


Tec-Art made a 1931 record for leasing studios with 2.6 units active 


during October. International and 
others in the quickie and comedy 
Darmour were virtually dark 


Poach 
field 


but 
and 


one unit each, 
Metropolitan 


averaged 


were low. 
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For Chicago Grinds Only—Exhibs Pleased— 
Checking Ate Profit 


—_— 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

There is a growing dissatisfaction 

film row against percentage 
booking of pictures in certain groups 
of neighborhood theatres. Past 
month seen a noticeable de- 
the number of sharing 
dates among the smaller houses, and 
indications are that the percentage 
thine is on the way out for a large 
portion of midwest theatres. 

This takes in the mass of small 
capacity spots in which the ex- 
changes are finding it impossible to 
make any profit on a percentage 
basis. 

In its generalized aspect it means 
that the industry is finally starting 
to make sharp differentiations be- 
tween types of film houses, and be- 
ginning to realize that all theatres 
cannot be measured with the same 
iron rule. This attitude was demon- 


on 


has 
crease In 


strated recently by the new oper- 
ators’ union contract, which, under 
the new agreement, provided that 


theatres with 400 or less seats are 
to be judged separately. 
Costs of Checking 

Distributing end of the business is 
also learning that it cannot treat the 
small theatres the same as the large 
ones. 

As it costs much as $10 to 
check a small house, the exchanges 
often find themselves in the red on 
such minor dates, since their share 
often amounts to less than the cost 
of checking. And having long ago 
satisfied themselves that it’s poor 
business to play a percentage film 
without any checking, they are now 
deciding that it’s best to let the 
whole sharing idea slide when it 
comes to dating these grinds, 

Situation has been shoved into 
focus by the recent and sharp slump 
in receipts in this town during the 
operators-Allied tussle, from which 
the theatres are moaning bitterly at 
the box office. One by one the ex- 
changes are snipping off the percent- 
age clauses for the small joints and 
are sending the product in on 
straight rentals. In the final count 
they find themselves money ahead, 
getting as much and more coin with- 
out the annoyance of checking. 

Exhibitors are cooing over the 
new idea. They have never been 
friendly to the percentage arrange- 
ment and have been fighting it from 
the time it was born. They have 
always objected to having outside 
snoopers sticking their schnozzles 
into the till. 


as 





Incorporations 


New York 
Albany, Nov. 98. 

Irving Pictures Corp., Manhattan; the- 
atrical enterprises: $15,000. 

General Talkie Equipment Co., Inc., 
Manhattan; talking movies; 1,000 shares 
no par value. 

Furopa Theatres Corp., 
realty, securities; 
value. 





Manhattan; 
1,000 shares no par 


Dissolutions 
Hudson Theatre Co., Hudson, N. Y. 
Antroy Theatre Corp., Buffalo, N. Y. 





Massachusetts 

Granite Theatres, Inc., Quincy; capital 
400 shares no par stock. Samuel Izen 
and Edward Izen of Medford and leon- 
ard J. Brand of Brookline. 

California 
Sacramento, Nov. 9. 

Diamond Amusement Club, County of 
Los Angeles; no capital stock. George 
L. Smith, E. R. Behner, J. R. Haven. 

Superior Pictures Corp., Ltd., County 
of Los Angeles; capital stock $200,000, 
none subscribed. William Berke, Eliza- 
beth Griffing, Winifred G:bson. 

Harman Ising Productions, Ltd. Coun- 
ty of Los Angeles; cartoon pictures; cap- 
ital stock $200,000, none = subscribed. 
Hugh Harman, Rudolph C, Ising, C. B. 
Stewart, Jr. 

Franklin Theatres Corp., County of 
Los Angeles; capital stock $500,000, none 


subscribed. Ben Berinstein, B. H. Lus- 
tig, J. J. Franklin, John C. Ragland, 
Des Moines, Ia., Nov. 2 
The G-S Amusement Co., Sioux City, 
has incorporated for $15,000. 
Oklahoma City, Nov. 2. 


Morgan Theatre Corporation—Henry- 


etta, Okla., capital stock $10,000. In- 
corporators, Charles Blain, Essie Marie 
Blain and J. T. Richards. 


Judgments 

Harriet Albertson; Loew's Lex- 
ington, Inc.; costs, $243. 

Peter Michon; G. W. Warren, $113. 

Humbert J. Fugazy; Daily 
$348. 

American Sound Recording Corp.; 
A. R. Smart: $16,942. 

Jewish Tribune, Inc., and Moses 
Mossesohn; B’way Nat'l Bank & 
Trust Co. of N. ¥.; $6,239. 

Rosetta Duncan; E. J. Benyon; 
$13,473. 

Gere Buck; 
sion; $1,242. 


State Tax Commis- 
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BERT LAHR’s Personal Panic! gs 
Previewed Thursday night before 2200 
patrons of a Yonkers, N. Y. theatre it 
repeated the riot of it’s West Coast 
preview. There’s gold in them thar 
belly laughs! Go get it! 
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LE BAL 


(Continued from page 15) 


ding. The music adds nothing to 
the film except as necessary back- 
ground in spots. 

Story @epicts the worries of a 
young girl who's parents suddenly 
become rich and neglect her as they 
try to break into society. Sending 
out invitations to a ball, the girl 
instead of mailing them, throws 
them in the river. Parents are 
then seen in their palatial mansion 
waiting in vain for guests who 
never appear. Parenis eventually 
consider the lack of guests a snub 
and give up their climbing. 

As can be expected from the 
German affiliations of the produc- 
ers, film is decidedly Germanic in 
settings, and in some directional 
tricks, such as the parade of uni- 
formed flunkies previous to the ball. 

Highlight is the acting by Dan- 
jelle Darrieux in her first appear- 
ance on the _ screen. Marguerite 
Pierry, who does the poor relative, 
is a good comedienne, but the rest 
of the women are merely fair. 
Andre Lefaur, as the father, is good 
while Pierre de Guingand has a 
very secondary part. 

Feature is doing fair business 
here, practically on the strength of 
Danielle Darrieux’s performance. 

Mazi. 


SUNDOWN TRAIL 


RKO-Pathe production and release, DtI- 
fected and written by Robert F. Hill. Ted 
McCord, cameraman, Features Tom Keene. 
Cast: Marion Shilling, Nick Stuart, Hooper 
Atchley, Stanley Blystone and Louise Bea- 
vers. At Loew's New York, N. Y., one day, 
Nov. 2. Running time, 51 minutes. 

Snappy little western that has a 
common-sense air of production 
about it. Proceeds at good pace and 
is promoted by the performance of 
Tom Keene, whom Pathe is attempt- 
ing to build into a western draw, and 
he impresses as though he belongs. 

Story has Keene manager of a 
ranch when a city girl comes out to 
have her father’s will read. Her 
dad, who owned the ranch left 
everything to her with the proviso 
that the manager stay to assist. She 
is disdainful of the entire west and 
of Keene in particular, but later 
grows to love both. Villainy is 
through crooks who attempt to put 
over a cattle deal without pay. 

Miss Shilling is better than the 
average femme western lead, while 
Stuart plays an outlaw friend of 
Keene’s, without the latter aware of 
it, who later turns straight. 


BRANDED 


Columbia production and release. Buck 
Jones featured. Cast: Ethel Kenyon, Wal- 
lace MacDonald, Philo McCullough, Al 
Smith, John Oscar, Bob Kortman and 
Fred Purns. Story by Randall Faye. 
Directed by D. Ross Lederman. Camera- 
men, Benjamin Kline and Elmer Dyer. 
At Loew’s New York, N. Y., one day. 
Oct. 27, as half double feature bill. Run- 
ning time, 59 mins. 











Buck Jones given full play as the 
usual hard-fisted cowpuncher. It 
will satisfy the Jones fans, and on 
most double feature bills. 

Jones falls heir to a ranch. He 
intends to sell it and keep moving 
until he meets his neighbor, a pret- 
ty cowgirl (Ethel Kenyon). They 
have an argument about a strip of 
land, Jones erects a spite fence, 
girl offers to buy his ranch and 
Jones is handicapped because he’s 
in love with her. Damsel’s fore- 
man (Al Smith) is smitten, too, and 
that’s enough for the story. Latter 
plants rustling charge on Jones and 
the whole thing is climaxed when 
the sheriff shows up looking for 
Jones. 

Cast plays well enough back of 
Jones and the story unwinds swiftly. 
Plenty of guns displayed and heaps 
of slugs tossed around. Earl. 


OPERNREDOUTE 


(‘Opera Ball’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

(With Songs) 
Greenbaum-Emelka production and Leo 
Brecher release for this side. Features 
Liane Haid, Georg Alexander and Ivan 
Petrovitch. Directed by Max Neufeld; su- 
pervision, Georg Horsetzky; scenario, Max 
Neufeld, Jaques Bachrach and Ida Jen- 
bach; camera, Otto Kanturek; music and 
lyrics, Otto Stransky. At the Little Car- 


negie, N. Y., on grind run Nov. 3. Run- 
ning time, 85 mins. 

r. Peter von Bodo...... .-Ivan Petrovitch 
Helga AP SPORE Ky des ceeeneses Liane Haid 
vene CBRE Ccdeee cocccccoce Georg Alexander 
on Arnolds..... ecceeees+--Otto Wallburg 

ene, OE Coeceoocccesess Betty Bird 


-+..-Irene Ambrus 





.German film distributors and ex- 
hibitors in New York were out en- 
masse opening night of this film to 
see how the superimposed English 
titles worked. Maybe what they 
Saw cured them of the hope that 
foreign films can be forced into the 
American market. What they saw 
was a pretty fair Viennese musical 
mutilated. 

Instance of what these titles can 
do is given in the sequence in which 
Georg Alexander has flirted with 

lane Haid, a stranger to him, and 
is dancing with her. During the 
dance he asks ‘Verheiratet?” and 
the caption reads ‘Married?’ Girl 
nods. Then he asks ‘Treu?’ and the 
Caption reads ‘True?’ But ‘Treu’ 
happens to mean ‘Faithful.’ ‘True’ 
is literally correct. being a synonym 
of ‘faithful,’ but the scene loses its 
Sense to the average non-German 
because of the caption which he 





can’t quite understand. In another 
spot Otto Walburg used the word 
‘rococo-cocotte’ several times for a 
heavy laugh. It’s translated the 
only way possible ‘rococo fan,’ and 
those reading the captions wonder 
why the Germans are laughing so 
much, 

What happens is that the film still 
remains German no matter hovw it’s 
treated, and is'no easier to under- 
stand with the captions than with- 
out. In fact it becomes more of a 
puzzle because it loses its mystery 
and nuances and becomes flat and 
tasteless. It all detracts for the 
German audience and won't bring in 
an extra nickel from outsiders. 
Customers dragged in on the pre- 
mise of ‘English titles’ will be dis- 
appointed and quite possibly an- 
noyed. 

Film itself is a pretty good musi- 
cal, although somewhat too heavy- 
handed and photographically off. 
It’s a quick farce of Viennese life. 
Wife of a member of the ministry 
goes to the famous Opera Ball with- 
out her husband's permission when 
he’s detained at a cabinet meeting. 
His friend, not recognizing her, at- 
taches himself and won’t let go, 
even following her home. She 
switches clothes with her maid and 
in the morning he sneaks out think- 
ing he’s cheated some poor husband, 
later finding it to be his friend’s 


house. Some complications ensue, 
with the laugh finally on the an- 
noyer because he’s been fooled. 

Two good tunes help, one of 
which, ‘In Santa Lucia, may de- 
velop. 


Liane Haid is very pretty and en- 
chanting as the wife, and Georg 
Alexander gives a good perform- 
ance. First time he’s been known 
to really register on this side. Betty 
Bird, as the maid, somehow loses 
out, probably by not getting much 
of a chance. Otto Wallburg han- 
dles the comedy in his usual stut- 
tering manner for beaucoup laughs. 

If the English titles can be re- 
moved, the film ought to make some 
money in German nabes in America. 

Kauf, 


SHANGHAIED LOVE 


Columbia production and release. Rich- 
ard Cromwell, Noah Beery and Sally Blane 
featured. Cast includes Willard Robert- 
son, Sidney Bracey, Dick Alexander, Ed- 
win Brady, Erville Alderson, Lionel Bel- 
more, Jack Cheatham and Fred Toomes. 
Story by Norman Springer. Directed by 
George B. Seitz. Cameraman, Teddy Tez- 
laff. At Loew’s New York, N. Y., one 
day, Oct. 27, as half double feature bill. 
Running time, 60 mins, 


Not much to be done with a sea 
story that hasn’t already been done. 
Plot winds around a tough cap- 
tain with a two fisted mate, mutiny, 
grub, the beautiful girl, fights, and 
now and then a storm. This one 
has all of it except the storm. But 
it’s okay small house entertainment 
through the gcod performances 
turned in by a fairly well known 
cast maneuvered by competent di- 
rection. 

Skipper of the Golden Bough brow- 
beats his men. They always leave 
him when ship touches port and 
he reaps because he does’t have 
to pay them. He has stolen the 
wife and baby daughter of another 
seaman and raises the girl after 
her mother dies from his treatment. 
He meets the husband of the wo- 
man eventually on board his ship 
who signs on purposely to get him. 
Story’s love interest is through a 
young sailor seeing the tough cap- 
tain’s supposed daughter and also 
joining the crew. 

The captain is Noah Beery and 
Richard Cromwell is the boy. Sally 
Blane is the girl and Willard Rob- 
ertson the tough mate. Comedy by 
Fred Toomes, Negro, and Dick 
Alexander as Swede. 

No need to double this one with 
another feature in the average nabe 
theatre. Earl. 


DER BRAVE SUENDER 


(‘The Good Sinner’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Nov. 1. 

Allianzfilm production and Bayerische 
and Emelkafilm release. Directed by 
Fritz Kortner. Manuscript, Alfred Polgar 
and Fritz Kortner, adapted after the novel 
‘Die Defraudanten.’ Photography, Guen- 
ther Krampf; sound, Erich Lange. Re- 
corded on Tobis-Klangfilm. Cast: Max 
Pallenberg, Heinz Ruehmann, Doliy Haas, 
Josefine Dora, Fritz Gruenbaum, Peter 
Wolff, Julius Brandt, Louis Ralph, Ekke- 
hard Arendt and Rose Pointexter. Run- 
ning time, 90 mins. At the Capitol, Perlin. 


This picture is a surprise. Fritz 
Kortner, known as one of the best 
German character actors, shows 
himself here for the first time as 
film director—and has turned out 
a comedy of high artistic level. 

Kortner has done in this picture 
all that was to be done and made 
out of a manuscript hardly suited 
for the masses. It will therefore 
bring back its cost for the further 
reason that the European theatre 
public sees one of its best liked ar- 
tists, Max Pallenberg, in his first 
sound picture. Latter overplays, 
but that may be due to this being 
his, as well as Kortner’s, first at- 
tempt along these lines. 

Pallenberg plays a cashier who, 
without wanting to do so, becomes a 
defrauder. When he believes that 
the embezzlement is discovered, he 
notices that a superior has taken 
the money. Together with Pallen- 
berg tumbles Heinz Ruehmann 
down the way of enchainments. 

Magnus. 





BAD COMPANY 


RKO-Pathe production and release. 
Charies R. Rogers production. Stars Helen 
Twelvetrees and features Ricardo Cortez. 
Directed by Tay Garnett. Screen play and 
dialog by Thomas Buckingham and Tay 







Garnett. Suggested by a Jack Lait story. 
Photography, Arthur Miller. At the May- 
fair, N. Y¥., week Nov. 5. Running time, 
65 mins 
eer sceseceess Helen Twelvetrees 
Goldie Gorio.....eseeeee++..-Ricardo Cortez 
i in POPPE Ee «+«-JOhn Garrick 
PN ok 5.05 hs bint enbeeaseeteccns Paul Hurst 
Markham King... »+-Frank Conroy 
BPOG ss 0.64 6566 600-0 600 eooee- Frank McHugh 
Wen 60400006<s68460066088060 Edgar Kennedy 
Not likely to cut a b. o. swathe | 
and really needs support. Entirely 


a hokum racketeering yarn and of- 
fering no new wrinkles. Besides 
which none of the characters or 
situations is aimed for sympathetic 
reaction one way or another. Miss 
Twelvetrees is the only femme in- 
terest and weak. 

No telling the type of racketeering 
in which the gangsters are involved 
and girl is supposed to be innocent 
despite mixing with hard types, and 
even though a man gives her an 
apartment, furniture and a car. 

Her brother has a dual personality 
but she doesn’t know. Same with 
her lover. Other implausibilities are 
a machine gun shooting of seven 
men in an apartment and the police 
don't hear about it until tipped off. 

Of the cast Ricardo tops with his 
acting, portraying a neurotic under- 
world type with a Napoleonic com- 
plex. Shan. 


Luces de Buenos Aires 


(‘Lights of Buenos Aires’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 5. 
Paramount production made in Joinville, 
France. Principals: Carlos Gardel, Gloria 
Guzman, Sofia Bozan, Vicente Padula, 
Pedro Quartucci, Maria Estheer Gamas, 
Elena Bozan, Julio de Caro’s orchestra. 


Out of a very slender argument 
Paramount has built a _ picture 
which will probably please the na- 
tives here and make much money. 
But that will be because Argentines 
are patriotic, and besides there are 
a number of typical ‘camp’— i. e. 
country—scenes to thrill the hinter- 
land. Cast mainly consists of Ar- 
gentine artists. 

Plot shows an impressario’s car 
bogged in country. Goes to farm 
house for shelter and hears girl 
singing. Induces her to leave lover, 
rich son of rancher, and come to 
B. A. to work in his theatre. Angel 
of show wishes to make her his mis- 
tress, lover arrives, learns the truth, 
spurns the girl and goes back home. 
Meanwhile, two farmhands appear, 
take stagebox, lasso girl as she’s 
doing her number, throw her on a 
horse and rush to farm to cast re- 
pentant lady in the boy’s arms. 

Direction wildly at fault on local 
details at times, but you can’t have 
everything. Still it’s a good pic- 
ture for this sector. Excellent tango 
music, snappy Spanish dialog of 
the kind Argentines like, some good 
comedy, principally by Gloria Guz- 
man, songs by Argentina’s champion 
tango crooner, Carlos Gardel, and 
Caro’s orchestra in good form. Prin- 
cipals give this one what all other 
Spanish films so far have lacked— 
action and pep—even the 16 local 
Zieggies look good. 

Not a major feature but Para- 
mount can be asured of a steady 
return here when ‘Lights’ gets away 
from the sophisticates of. the center. 

Geldflam. 


THE SPECKLED BAND 


(BRITISH MADE) 

Herbert Wilcox production and First Di- 
vision-AmerAnglo release, . Second in Sher- 
lock Holmes series. Directed by Jack Ray- 
mond. Adaptation of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle story by W. P. Lipscomb; photog- 
raphy, F. A. Young; recording, L. F. Odell. 
At Warner’s, N. Y., week Nov. 6. Run- 
ning time, 66 mins. 










Dr. Bylett .ccee oesecceeesessLym Harding 
Sherlock Holmes ........Raymond Massey 
Helen Stonor... -Angela Baddeley 


.-Athole Stewart 


Mrs, Staunton ...... «+++-Nancy Price 





‘The Speckled Band,’ is the second 
in a series of Sherlock Holmes 
stories released independently in the 
States. It is a fill in subject which, 
if sold right, may prove an average 
selection from the independent mar- 
ket. The well known Holmes names 
should attract the mystery loving 
contingent, 

Of some interest during the run 
in New York is Raymond Massey. 
Playing Sherlock Holmes, the Conan 
Doyle detective he is also doing 
‘Hamlet’ on the Broadway stage, 
having opened in the play only two 
days prior to this picture’s unveil- 
ing. His is a colorless performance 
as Holmes, a character that isn’t 
made any too impressive by this 
screen adaptation. 

Story starts out convincingly 
enough, piling plenty of menace into 
its action, but the last reel saps its 
strength. This occurs when it is 
realized the girl murdered in the 
opening sequence has been killed by 
the bite of a snake. 

A coroner's jury had determined 
death as due to natural causes, no 
one taking the trouble to look for a 
snake puncture or put the blood to 
a test. She may have poisoned her- 
self for all that the story cares. 

Majority of action centers around 
the heavy handed, eerie actions of 
a stepfather who seems to have 
murdered the girl and is preparing 


to put the sister out of the way to! cast. 





clear the road for a will’s benefac- 
tions to himself. The detective, in 
the most elementary and amateurish 
fashion, sets about to uncover the 
plot and at the same time solve the 
previous murder. Snake's turning 
on the man puts the menace out of 
the way without law having 
triumphed in the end. 

Virtues as entertainment, aside 
from the suspense which holds the 
audience in a fair grip, are the 
performance by Lyn Harding as the 
heavy and a few stretches of good 





dialog. Massey pictures none too 
well, but Angela Baddeley stands up 
j}under the camera nicely except 
when slightly overacting. Athole| 
Stewart does Dr. Watson evenly and 
unostentatiously. 

Picture is British in its every 
move and outstandingly so in the 
accents of its cast. Technical as- 
pects are pretty good. Char. 





LEFTOVER LADIES 


Tiffany production and release, Asso- 
ciate producer, Sam Bischoff. Directed by 
Erle C. Kenton. 3ased on originial by 
Ursula Parrott. Adaptation by Robert R. 
Presnell. Photography, John Stumar; re- 
cording, John Sloman. At the Broadway, 


N. Y., week Nov. 7. Running time, 65 
mins, 

PAUIGID ccccceccvevesesecsetes Claudia Dell 
The Duchess......++...- Marjorie Rambeau 
FROM cccccococecenscceceeses Walter Byron 
JOLT. cccccecccccccecccccscess Alan Mowbray 
AIRF so 06 06eecndeosssevceees Dorothy Revier 
VOTH. cccccccccccsccccestteces -Rita LaRoy 
““SBCaop”’ .ceccecvecteseesenecs Roscoe Karns 
Churchill...ccccccccccecees SehmMmer Jackson 
DUUET ccc cst cosecceseseceense Buster Phelps 
BORON ccccccsesecscocces Franklin Farnum 





Title and the exploitation and sale 
of the Ursula Parrott name in as 
extensive an effective a manner as 
possible seems best, for this film will 
not sell itself other than mildly. 

Picture has a swell idea, but as 
treated makes little of the oppor- 
tunity. Two couples are concerned. 
Both have become divorced to seek 
that desired freedom, and after sev- 
eral mix-ups return to each other. 
One couple makes up faster than 
the other because there’s a child in- 
volved, the other waiting until the 
final reel after the divorcee has 
started sinking through despair and 
drink. 

Robert Presnell’s adaptation and 
dialog are weak, bringing about the 
first handicap the picture faces. 
Kenton’s direction is not sufficiently 
inspired to overcome that handicap. 
Cast is up to the parts, but not 
strong enough to offset the deficien- 
cies. 

Claudia Dell and Walter Byron, 
constituting one couple, give even, 
interesting performances, while Alan 
Mowbray and Dorothy Revier, as 
the other pair, hold their own. 

Marjorie Rambeau, still doing 
plenty of drinking on the screen, has 
a tragic assignment as a passe 
prima who finally kills herself. She 
is not up to her usual standard here. 

Few laughs in the 65 minutes. 

Char. 


Son Altesse l’Amour 


(‘His Highness Love’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 1. 

Natan production made at Natan Join- 
ville studios. Directed by Eric Schmidt 
from the scenario by Rene Pujol. Re- 
corded on R.C.A. Cast: Annabella, Andre 
Roger Treville, Alerme, Prince, 
Andre Dubosc, Running time, 110 mins. 
At the Ermitage, Paris. 





The scenario might do but ag in 
many French films, continuity and 
dialog are so poor that the film is 
barely program material. Despite 
Annabella’s fine acting, film is 
heavily handicapped by mediocre 
direction. Sound and camera work 
are fair typical French productions, 
in which not enough money is spent 
on preparation before actual shoot- 
ing. 

Story has Annabella as a bar- 
maid about to marry a young in- 
dustrialist whose brother gives him 
a big job provided he quits the 
girl. Girl’s father marries her to 
an old nobleman, the young man 
recinds his decision and snatches 
the girl the minute she weds, 

Annabella is at her best. In fact, 
her last few pictures have all been 
satisfactory. She acts and photo- 
graphs well. Alerme, who does the 
industrialist’s brother, and belongs 
to the ‘Marius’ legit and picture 
cast, is excellent. Andre Lefaur, 
however, is decidedly miscast. 
Roger Treville is weak as the juve- 
nile. Production is elaborate with 
many extras in various scenes, 
many of which slow the action. 

Business poor. Mari. 


HURRA—EIN JUNGE 


(‘Hurrah—A Boy’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Nov. 1. 
Kreutzberg-Orplid productions and Mess- 
tro film release. Directed by Georg Ja- 
coby. Manuscript by Richard Arvay and 
St. Mihaly, after the farce by Arnold and 





Bach. Photography, Willy Goldberger; 
sound. F. Schroeder. Recorded on Lig- 
nose-Breusing. Cast: Max Adalbert, Ida 
Wuest, Lucie Englisch, Fritz Schulz, 
Jessio Vihrog, Georg Alexander, Ralph 
Arthur Roberts, Lotte Lorring, Vicky 
Werkmelster, H. H. Schaufuss. Running 


time, 89 mins. 
damm, Berlin, 


At the U. T. Kurfuersten- 





In the vogue of slapstick comedies 
and this one offers sturdy situa- 
tions full of grotesque humor. An 
amusing picture of complications 
and nonsense. Will do very well. 

Fritz Schulz, Max 
talph A. Roberts, Lucy Englisch 
and Ida Wuest stand out in the 
Magnus. 


Adalbert, | 


a 


TERRA MADRE 


(‘Motherland’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 

(With Music) 

Cines-Pittaluga production. 

nental release on this. side. 
Leda Gloria and Sandro Salvini. Direction 
Alessandro Blasetti; scenorio, Goffredo 
Alessandrini; photography. Montuori and 
DeLuca; sets, Sansone and Paladini; musie 
eal arrangement, Pietro Sassoli; sound, 
Pietro Cavazuti; song arrangements, F. 
Ballia Pratella; singing, Camerata Choir of 


Trancontle 
Featuring 


Lugo of Romagna; RCA recording. At 
Cameo, New York, week Oct. 30, Running 
time, 90 mins. 

MEETS oncicccséscoenceenasesuens Leda Gloria 
Duke Marco........+-...++..Sandru Salvinl 
i \.. MITT TTT Isa Pola 
FRO BBs. ccccovescesgeevestsas Olga Capri 
IOUMBIO ..ccckéeees deusedecesnn Vasco Cretio 
ME. DOPGaRl si cccccussicsneteves Carlo Ninchi 
SUVAMO 21004 6604866 oh dheces Francesco Coop 


There are some fine things in this 
Italian talker, and looks like it 


ought to be a beautiful picture when 


|run off as intended. 





That can’t be 
put any plainer. Vagueness is 
caused by the fact that either RKO 
or Pittaluga has managed to com- 
pletely ruin what little chance the 
film had in America through the 
stupid and mishandled insertion of 
English captions. 

It’s hard to figure just why any- 
one should have gone to the trouble 
to get those English captions. They 
won't bring in any American trade 
outside of that which would come in 
ordinarily. Those few Americans 
lured into the theatre through the 
announced English captions will feel 
themselves cheated. They spoil the 
continuity and intelligence for Ital- 
ians. They ruin the picture for the 
arty mob. 

Only about a dozen or less cap- 


tions. They are not translations of 
the dialog, but a synopsis of the 
story, with one caption every 10 


minutes or less telling what's going 
to happen next. Also there’s a mu- 
sical background to the English 
captions, to make things worse. In 
other words, what happens is that 
someone is making a speech in Ital- 
ian, it’s cut off for a flash of the 
American title giving part of the 
story sequence with a musical score, 
and back to the interrupted conver- 
sation. 

What makes it doubly stupid is 
that the program has all of the story 
synopsis in English anyway. And 
the story itself is such a simple one 
as not to need much, if any, expla- 
nation, 

Has to do with the feudal Duke 
who comes back to look at his lands. 
Peasants celebrate the homecoming, 
not knowing he’s there to sell out. 
New owner moves in and tells the 
peasants to skedaddle. They set 
fire to the place and that recalls the 
Duke to his home ties; so he buys 
back the land, helps put out the fire, 
and peace and happiness reign once 
more. For romance s he’s 
fallen in love with the ¢aretaker’s 
daughter meanwhile. 

Simple as that is, it’s well done 
from a direction and photography 
standpoint, although a good deal too 
slow. Gutting 15 to 20 minutes 
would make it just about right. The 
last fire scene is about as exciting 
and moving as possible, and the 
Italians evidently stinted nowhere 
on production costs. 

Acting by the girl, Leda Gloria, 
excellent, with Sandro Salvini sat- 
isfactory as the Duke. . Nice bits by 
Olga Capri and Vasco Cretio. 

In Italy this ought to make money. 

Kauf, 


SERMENTS 


(‘Oaths’) . 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Jacques Haik tion and release. 
Direct2d by Henri Fesecourt. Scenario by 
Regnar Cavella; dialog, Pierre Maudru. 
Made at Svenska studios, Stockholm. 
Stars Madeleine Renaud and _ features 
Andre Burgere and Marcelle Geniat. To- 
bis sound. Running time, 85 mins. At 
the Olympia, Paris. 








Despite the possibilities in the 
scenario, a very poor programmer 
due to sombre dramatics lacking 
any comedy. Direction also at- 
tempts to be arty with tricks in- 
spired by Abel Gance and novelty 
shots dating from ‘Ben Hur.’ 

Story depicts a Central European 
country during a revolution, Of 
two aristocratic brothers, one is an 
officer in the regular army and the 
other an officer in the rebels, dis- 
carded by his widowed mother for 
both his political opinions and his 
love for a peasant girl. Rebel is 
caught by the regulars and due to 
be shot by the platoon of his 
brother. Latter permits the pris- 
oner to escape to see his mother, 
it being understood he will come 
back in time to be shot. Mother 
refuses to see son and the peasant 
girl atterapts to prevent him from 
going back by a woman’s surren- 
der. He, nevertheless, arrives to 
keep his oath. Commander pardons 
him, sends him back to his mother, 
and everything finishes nicely, in- 
cluding the mother passing on the 
girl. 

Sound is good and so is the 
photography in most sequences, 
Film is terribly heavy, however. 

Performance by Madeleine Re- 
naud, of the Comedie Francaise, is 
good, but Burgere, as the rebel 
hero, and Marcelle Geniat, as the 
mother, are weak. Balance of the 
players are mere support. 

Reason for making the film 
abroad is that the Haik Courbe- 
vole suburban studios are too small 
to permit his doing all his produce 
tions there, resulting in his produce 
ing anywhere he can, such as 
Stockholm, or Elstree. Mant. 


‘ecto Sone 


ea ater inane 











= 
ta 





24 VARIETY Tuesday, November 10, 193) 


— 

















PRODUCED BY CREATORS OF 
i peas | | IMMORTAL ““CIMARRON” 


| \ cee OPENING WITHIN THE 
| Be "8 S| NEXT WEEK IN 50 KEYS.. 


sR NSE COMMENCING TOMORROW 








WILL STOP THE NATION DEAD IN 
ITS TRACKS!... 
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Bilin oo 


Don't Worry! 


There are more big hits where ‘Night Nurse’, 
‘Bought’ and ‘Five Star Final’ came from. 
RIGHT NOW you'can play these two terrific | 
smash hits day and date with Broadway! 














MORE 4, 
THAN YOUR ay 









8 Play that WARNER and FIRST 


NATIONAL program right down 
the line and you'll GE -o.o.c-c-0-0-0:0-0-0 0:0 


JOE E. BROWN [im MARILYN MILLER 


from First National from First National 





for THANKSGIVING for CHRISTMAS 


in ‘‘Local Boy Makes Good”’ in “Her Majesty, LOVE”. 
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C tive Gr for Octobe Siti 
omparative urosses for UCiober tes ae OS 
FIFTH AVE.) Sidewalks of | Susan Lenox | Purple Sage Personal 
High. .$26,000 ma: Ve $18,500 $12,600 Maid 
Low... 7,800) $12,000 $12,300 
(Continued from page 10) Stage Show 
BALTIMORE ORPHEUM East of Bad Company Devotion Notre Dame 
High. here Borneo $8,500 $15,000 $17,000 
Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 ass Bene 
CENTURY | Wallingford | Sidewalks of | | Like Your | Road to Reno| MUSIC BOX| Pagan Lad 5 Star Final | 5 Star Final Unholy 
High. .$29,600 $29,600 N. Y. Nerve $18,500 High. .$17,000 934,000 . $6,000 $3,400 Garden 
Low... 9,000 = $22,000 $18,500 Low. 3,500 (ist week) _ (5 days) $6,900 
nee ~ LIBERTY |Naughty Flirt| God’s Gift. | Alias Bad 
ec A High. $11,500] $6,200 $5,600 | Man 
— Bt MB on al es oot 
vagy Palmy Days pe Susan Lenox Madelon a“ : 
igh. .$33,5 $19,000 arden $24,000 Claudet 
Low. *11,000 _|__‘Stso00 Senseo PORTLAND, ORE. 
“VALENCIA Monkey Biz 5 Star Final Palmy Days Unholy t 24 
High..$11,000| _ $3,300 $3,200 $3,500 Garden Oct. 3 Se ee ar a 
Low... 1,8 $3,000 PARA- Personal Sidewalks | Road to Reno| Purple Sage 
——EeEITH’a : pate MOUNT Maid of New York $11,300 $14,000 
KEITH’S Side Show Notre Dame 24 Hours Expensive | Hial A 
, h gh. .$22,500 $10,500 $10,500 
High. e000 $7,000 $8,000 $7,000 ‘3500, Low. 5,000} Stage Show 
Low. 7.50 aah - - 
“DARKW ~y 1 4 
“PARKWAY Monkey Biz | 5 Star Final | Palmy Days Unholy | BROADWAY Monkey Phantom of Glace Kid 2 ere 
> High. .$23,000 Business Paris $9,000 $5,900 
High.. $6,000 $4,500 $3,900 $4,800 Garden 5 ote 5.900 $7,500 $6,800 (New Low) 
Low... 2,500 __ $3,500 em (2a week) ’ 
RKO Rebound | Bad Company | Notre Dame Smart 
PHILADELPHIA ORPHEUM $10,500 $9,500 $13,500 Woman 
ivt High. .$24,000 Vaude $6,700 
Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 Low... 5,500 
MASTBAUM Devotion Singapore 24 Hours Susan Lenox | MUSIC BOX Five Star Viking Singapore Honor Family 
High. .$76,000 $34,000 $31,500 $27,500 $37,000 High. .$20,000 Final $3,800 $6,300 $3,600 
Low... 27,500) Stage Show (New Low) Low... 3,600: $4700 | na wae (New Low) 
~~ EARLE Big Gamble Homicide Wallingford Honor of 
High. .$27,000 $5,000 $5,500 $14,000 Family MONTREAL 
Low... 12,000 (3 days) (3 days) ___ $13,500 wee Shae 
FOX Spider Wicked Skyline ‘Purple Sage Oct. 3 Oct. 10 _ Oct. 17 Oct. 24 
High. .$41,000 $23,000 $22,000 $20,000 $21,500 PALACE Monkey American Mary Ann Modern Age 
Low... 20,000| Stage Show (Low) High. .$32,000; Business Tragedy $13,000 $11,000 
STANLEY Hamilton Hamilton Notre Dame | Notre Dame | Low. 7,000 $14,000 $11,000 
High. .$37,000 $16,500 $11,500 $18,000 $11,000 CAPITOL Pardon Us Secrets Sec Squaw Man Night Nurse 
Low... 8,000! (ist week) (24 week) (ist week) | (2d week) _ | High. .$30,000 and and and and 
Low... 5,500) Easiest Way Huck Finn Parlor, Bath | Your Nerve 
DENVER ‘<i $14,000 $13,000 $12,000 $11,000 
LOEW’S Daughter of we Wicked ee of 
High. .$18,500} the Dragon Refender $16,000 aris 
| cece Oct. _10 Oct, 10 Oct. 24 _ | Low... 7,500] -$15,000 $14,500 $15,000 
wick ahve |Pahany Days 24 Hours Susan Lenox eo tar ___Vaude 
High. .$27,700| _ $18,000 $13,900 $19,900 sonerer PRINCESS | Unholy Unholy | Palmy Days | Palmy Daye 
Low... _7,000) Stage Show | __ $14,900 __| High. .$25,000| Garden Garden $138,500 $12,000 

PARA- Penrod and | Sidewalks of Unholy Road to Reno| Low... 4,500 $9,100 $8,000 (ist week) (24 week) 

wiMOUNT | sam N.Y. Garden gino. (ist week) | (24 week) 
igh.. 7,000 7,400 5, ays : ay 7 
Low... 3,800 (6 days) _ (6 anon) Heh aasso mane A ave aia Mg 88 mentee, Sam a ea 

RIALTO Murder at Palmy Days | Mad Parade Phantom of | Low.... 2,500 ' Goldie Mother, Son | Many Cooks 
High.. $7,750 Midnight $3,600 $1,000 Paris $2,800 $3,200 $2,500 
Low... 1,700 $4,300 (5 days) $4,000 (Low) 

(9 days) 

TABOR East of Notre Dame | Singapore Dangerous BUFFALO 
High. .$14,000 Borneo $12,000 $10,000 Affair 
Low. 7,000 $10,000 $9,000 Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 

ALADDIN Hamilton Spider Devotion Pagan Lady BUFFALO | Street Scene 24 Hours Devotion Sob Sister 
High. .$16,600 $9,000 $7,000 $7,500 $6,000 High. .$42,000 $23,500 $25,300 $38,300 $17,300 
Low... 50 Low... 13,800} Stage Show i 

HIPPO- High Stakes Wicked Road to Reno Beloved 
WASHINGTON "ROME $16,900 $15,800 $15,500 Bachelor 
High. .$22,000 Vaude $16,200 
Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 , Oct. 24 Low... 6,100 

EARLE My Sin Singapore Road to Reno; CENTURY Waterloo Squaw Man | Penrod and East of 
High. .$25,000 $17,000 $17,500 $14,000 High. .$21,000 $5,600 $10,200 Sam Borneo 
Low... 6,000 Vaude Low... 4,700 $5,000 $6,900 

PALACE Daughter of Beloved GREAT Bad Girl Monkey Monkey Bus | Notre Dame 
High. .$27,300 Dragon Bachelor LAKES $11,900 Business $6,600 $15,100 
Low... 8,500 $17,000 $15,500 High. .$40,000} (2d week) $18,300 (24 week) 

Stage Show Low... 6,600 (ist week) (New Low) 

COLUMBIA | Monkey Biz. | Monkey Biz. Palmy Days | L’FAYETTE | Woman of Sherlock Women Go 50 Fathoms 
High. .$19,000 $13,000 9,000 ,500 High. .$16,000} Experience Holmes On Forever $10,500 
Low... 4,800) (ist week) (2d week) (2d week) Low... 5.500 $8.000 $8.500 $8,000 

FOX Skyline Sob Sister Cisco Kid 
High. $41,500) $19,000 $19,500 $24,700 DETROIT 

ow... Vaude 

KEITH'S Devotion Devotion "Dangerous Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 
High. .$18,400 $13,500 $9,000 roped Heah 953-100 a a By ty L nw we pe 
Low... 4, ‘ ‘k) 2d week) $7.50 igh.. i p achelor 

ow + 5,600" _Cist_wee se Low... 20,000| Staze Show $25,700 

MINNEAPOLIS FOX Purple Sage Big Gamble 
High. .$50,000 , $25,600 
Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 Low... 24,000 pete ; ere 7 ; 

MINNE- Bought My Sin Susan Lenox Singapore FISHER antom o oad to Reno onor o 

SOTA $22,500 $19,000 $28,700 $24,500 High. .$29,000 Paris , aarset 
Low... 16,0 s= 

Ze ; : - Lenox | Susan Lenox 
RKO Bad Devotion Last Flight PARA Monkey Susan 

ORPHEUM Company $14,500 $10,500 _MOUNT Business $13,500 po 
High. .$25,000 $10,600 High. .$40,100 $7,500 (2d week) (3d week) 
Low... 5, Vaude Low... 5,500) (6 days) 

STATE (Star Witness| Secrets Sec. Sidewalks | 5 Star Final UNITED | Paimy Days Palmy Days pte oe 4 
High. .$28,000 $8,300 $7,200 ,200 ARTISTS $23,000 $5,900 rden 
lon. a , High. .$39,000) (1st week) (5 days) $14,400 

LYRIC Skyline Spider | Purple ‘Sage | Wallingford Lew..._659 
High.. $7,000 $2,700 $6,800 , , 
lg BIRMINGHAM 

Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 
CINCINNATI ALHAMBRA| Bad Girl My ey Susan Lenox ae By 
Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 a $11,50 , $11,000 

ALBEE Daughter of Traveling Pardon Us ; . 
High. .$30,900 Breana Machands $23,500 RITZ poveren vas me oes Brows fone 
Low... 17,000} _ Vaude $21,500 $20,000 Homicide $4,000 $5,000 

PALACE Bad Girl 5 lees a $3.000 
High. $28,100 $15,700 , arden 
Low... 8, $18,800 PITTSBURGH 

CAPITOL My Sin Susan Lenox 24 Hours 
High. .$22,000 $11,000 $19,000 $13,500 Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 
Low... _. 6,500 - —- DAVIS Secrets of Pagan Lady Honor of Monkey 

LYRIC Plastered Notre Dame Singapore High. .$10,000} a Secretary ,000 Family Susiness 
tight. .$23,900 $10,500 $12,000 $10,500 Low... $3,000 and $2,500 
Low... 5,000 Tabu (4 days) 

$4,500 
NEW ORLEANS FULTON Bad Girl | Guilty Hands| My Sin Brat 
High. .$12,000 $7,000 $8,800 $8,200 $7,400 
| __ Oct. 3 | Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 | Low... 1,900) (3d_ week) _ . bl 

~ ae tatoo | ~“Bineeuese Expensive Madelon HARRIS Big Gamble Shanghaied Purple Sage Murder at 
arate: he or r $10,000 Women Claudet | High..$11,000} $2,000 2,000 $3,500 Midnight 

$10,000 $15,000 Low... 1,200 $2,800 

— : 24 Hours Susan Lenox! Sob Sister PENN Phantom of | Wallingford Unholy Susan Lenox 

SAENGER | pees y $13,500 $18,000 $12,000 High. .$41,000 Paris $20,000 Garden $30,000 

$14,0 00 ’ = 
ba ___| Low... 13,700} $13,700 $18,000 

ORPHE an f | Bad Company Smart Notre Dame | _ (New Low _ 

HEUM , a'310,500 Woman $13,000 STANLEY |5 Star Final | Singapore | Notre Dame Devotion 
$12.000 $8,500 re ____ | High. “ee $23,000 $13,000 $21,000 $12,500 

STRAND _ t f | P d and | Road to Reno Beloved Low... 11, (5 days) _ 

ND | rare ¥ ae | 2,500 Bachelor SHERIDAN Street Scene | Palmy Days 
_— $3,000 $2,200 | ____ $2,300 HeQuaRe | $5,500 $4,900 
TUDOR | Purple Sage Bargain | | Like Your | Susan Lenox 1g 
| ""S, 500 ° $1,900 Nerve $3,000 Low... 1.800) __ ene eee ene OE . 
| $1,700 | 
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Wife and Millions 
Lost, Brewster Edits 
Mss. at 40c Per 1,000 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Onetime millionaire fan magazine 
owner, Eugene V. Brewster is offer- 
pe his services to embryo writers 








as editor of their manuscripts for 
140 cents per 1,000 words. Brewster 


|} recently went through bankruptcy 
here. 

About two weeks ago his wife, 
Corliss Palmer, started suit for di- 
vorce, Miss Palmer claimed her 
marriage to Brewster had ruined 
her career as a screen actress. She 
is now trying a screen comeback 
after inactive five years. 


MOMAND TRIAL IS ON 
AT SHAWNEE THIS WK. 





Dallas, Nov. 9. 
Significance of probable future re- 
action regards the current antipathy 
of southwest indies toward alleged 


affiliated theatre-distributor film 
booking monopolies is throwing at- 
tention on the continued hearing of 
the Griffith-Momand case, opening 
today at Shawnee, Okla. 

That the Momand circuit ranks 
ace among local indies gives the 
squabble the general color of a test 
proposition. It may mean plenty 
trouble for producer-owned film 
exes if Momand wins. 

The trade restraint feeling been 
brewing for some time in these 
parts with Momand’s wholesale suit 
filed against practically every ma- 
jor producer-distributing firm last 
summer. Serving as a lid-blaster. 
Similar case filed against East 
Texas Theatres, Inc. alleged Pub- 
lix sub-sid, considered an aftermath. 
Motion that the Griffith circuit be 
Placed in receiver’s hands and all 
properties confiscated by state, 
pending trial, was denied by court 
at initial hearing. Defense offered 
no testimony, outside of revealing 
partnerships in Griffiths Okla-Tex. 
holdings. 

For this hearing defense trying 
to discount the monopoly charge 
through depositions from Sid Kent, 
Paramount, Austin C. Keough, Par 
attorney, and an unnamed exec. 

Depositions were taken in New 
York by D. I. Johnson, Malcolm 
McKenzie (Par) and B. B. Blakeney 
(Momand), legal lights in the 
Shawnee trial. 





Exchanges Still Pushing 
Northwest Contract Suits 


Minneapolis, Nov. 9. 

Although lower courts have been 
ruling that the standard film con- 
tract is invalid, film exchanges con- 
tinue to push breach of contract 
suits against northwest exhibitors. 
It also is announced that appeals 
will be taken to the higher courts 
from the adverse decisions. 

Most recent setback was encoun- 
tered by Paramount in its breach of 
contract suit against John Piller, 
Valley City, N. D. District court 
held the contract void on the ground 
that the arbitration clauses con- 
tained therein were in violation of 
the Sherman anti-trust law and in 
restraint of trade. Damages sought 
by Paramount against the exhib 
were denied. 

Despite this and similar decisions, 
United Artists has filed a similar 
suit against Charles Lyons, Aitkin, 
Minn., for damages on account of 
unplayed pictures on an old stan- 
dard exhibition contract. 





Yelp at Charity 


Birmingham, Nov. 9. 
When theatre owners at Tarrant 
agreed to open Sundays and donate 
all receipts to hungry school chil- 
dren at noon, members of the Tare 
rant Ministers association immee- 
diately raised a howl. 
City Council had previously votea 
to permit Sunday shows if proceeds 
were turned over to such a cause. 
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Dark Over Operators 


Birmingham, Nov. 9. 
Difficulty with operators at Jack- 
|; son, Tenn., has resulted in the Para- 
mount theatre there going dark. 
| Owners and operators have been 
trying to reach an agreement since 
Sept. 1. 
Operators have offered to take a 
‘salary cut but not in men. 
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Dramatic om 


| Snash! “Hieh Man’s Folly’’ 











The season’s outstanding dramatic hit! That’s the 






































| opinion of hard-boiled exhibitors who have seen it. 
Popular return to the screen of George Bancroft in a 
i very sineere and lovable dramatic roles With FRANCES 
DEE, ROBERT AMES, JULIETTE COMPTON and little 
DAVID DURAND. Directed by JOHN CROMWELL. 
i 

; i 
A 
ie 

bie 

+e 

ie Ro 

, © Big Money Pictures 

if 

iE , 

tm | | 





a 
oe Nt 
os react 











ou 
——, 


> 


+, 


ant inte mm tL) ot oll OCU leet tt 


~ 








“~S 














~~ 








are) ne 


‘Tuesday, November 16, 1931 


PECTURES 


VARIETY 29 











400 Loudspeakers on Trucks 


In Chicago—B. & K. Started It 





Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Chicago and vicinity now has a 
roster of more than 400 music 
trucks advertising everything from 
sausages to real estate and cheap 
furs. Firms with large delivery 
fleets, finding no work for the en- 
tire force, are sticking phonographs 
and amplifiers in one or two idle 
vans and sending them out to toot 
up trade. 

This outgrowth of the circus cal- 
liope was first boomed in a cam- 
paign way in this burg by the Pub- 
lix-Paramount exploitation auto 
which was in town last week to 
open up a brace of theatres. At 
that time there were only a couple 
of hurdy-gurdy outfits on _ the 
streets, plugging the burleycue 
houses and the amusement parks. 
But in the 12 months which have 
elapsed since then the music truck 
idea has sprouted into a fever and 
big business. 

Many firms which are nixing the 
radio because of the cost like the 
inexpensive trucks which stay out 
from 12 to 16 hours daily playing 
phonograph discs spliced between 
two long advertising spiels. 

Firms figure that in the 12-hour 
tour they are contacting as many 
people as would be tuned in on a 
15-minute broadcast, and at a com- 
parative cost that’s a laugh. 

Trucks circulate primarily in the 
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Free Films to Shop 
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by business men every Satur- 











day to draw country trade to 
shop. 
House packed every show. 
residential areas, since the loop 


crowds are reckoned as too hurried 
to cast an ear on an advertising 
talk, and that the loop conglomer- 
ate noise is too much competish for 
a phonograph. It’s in the neighbor- 
hoods that they find they get the 
public in its most receptive mood 
to a flivver-mounted gramophone. 
Bands for Contact 

Discs used on these musical carts 
are always band or orchestral se- 
lections. This, in order to get a 
favorable psychological contrast be- 
tween the orchestral blare and the 
vocal advertising spiel which is 
miked into the amplifiers after each 
selection. 

Three music truck exploitation 
companies are already flourishing in 
Cook County. They are now pre- 
paring a campaign to carry the gos- 
pel of tinkling-flivvers into the 
peaceful counties of surrounding 
states particularly Wisconsin, Mich- 
igan, Indiana and Ohio. It is the 
aim to accomplish in those virgin 
lands what they’ve engineered in 
Chicago: the impressing on the 
public mind that a respectable shoe 
shining parlor can not be properly 
opened unless the week preceding 
has been sufficiently annoyed with 
tune pounding, ad 
spieling flivvers. 

ASMCA collects $1 
every truck each week. 


Ne EE 


B. & K.’s 35th 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Publix-B. & K. opens its 35th 
house in Chicago Christmas Day 
with the new Southtown. Theatre 
will give B&K four on the south 
side. Capacity is 3,500. 

House may play stage shows, 
though opening policy is figured as 
straight pictures either on weckly 
or twice weekly basis. 

Local management not yet de- 
cided. 


Employes Fined $25 for 
Admitting Minors in House 


The first conviction of employees 
of picture houses for allowing min- 
ors into the theatres occurred in 
Special Sessions, New York, last 
week. Doorman and cashier of the 
Sunshine theatre on East Houston 
street were fined $25 or five days in 
jail. They paid. 

The defendants were Richard 
Link, doorman, and Sarah Levine, 
cashier. Complainant was a Chil- 
dren’s Society agent. 


ED SMITH EAST 
Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 
Ed Smith, formerly division man- 
ager for Publix here, has left for 
New York and the home office be- 
fore assuming a similar position 
with the Chicago division. 
There are no more Publix ope- 
rated houses in this section. 


tax from 




















FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


Headlining “VACATION DAYS” Idea 
Personal Direction HARRY FENTELL 











PUBLIX DISPOSALS 


Woodin Buys Back in Towanda, Pa. 
—Others Through Lease or Sale 


Among theatres Publix may dis- 
pose of either by lease or outright 
sale are two in Bedford, Ind., and 
one each in Chicago, Youngstown, 
Mauch Chunk, Pa., and Northumber- 
land, Pa. The Publix house in To- 
wanda, Pa., is being returned to its 
original owner, William C. Woodin, 


| who is reported paying $60,000 for 


| that 


| Publix 


of. 


property on a 100% purchase. 

Woodin had held a 50% interest 
in the house with M. E. Comerford, 
taking the independent’s 


| share when it acquired the Comer- 


_— 


| 





| ford chain. 





Until Woodin recently 
became interested in rebuying the 
theatre, deal was a lease at $300 
weekly rent. 


Long Beach Exhibs 
Forget’ to Raise Top 
In Freak Price War 


Long Beach, Cal., Nov. 9. 

Local exhibs are slashing at each 
others’ throats in one of the 
strangest splithair situations to 
arise. Plethora of 25c houses has 
reached the point where the quarter 
admish boys are buying first, sec- 
ond, third, fourth and fifth runs on 
the two bit break. There is a 
seven day protection between each 
run. 

Not satisfied with this fine hair 
splitting, some one among the 
quarter houses started advertising 
bargains, showing the two bit run 
pictures at 15c up to 7.45 p. m., al- 
lowed in their contracts. Everyone 
was soon following the same policy 
and taking plenty of space to tell 
the public about it. 

Gradually the managers began to 
‘forget’ to take down the 15c signs 
after 7.45, with the patrons soon 
wising to this. Result is that about 
all the exhibs, payng for their pic- 
tures on a scaled basis for the best 
breaks and getting billed for a two 
bit run, are collecting a dime less 
per all the way through. 

Los Angeles exchanges are seek- 
ing a way to clean up the mess, 
feeling it will simply run biz into 
the ground. 








Brisk Competition in 
Toledo with Par vs. RKO 


Toledo, Nov. 9. 

With the inclusion of an organlog 
in the Valentine it is found that 
more people are singing here tian 
at the Par. Singing audiences ap- 
pear to give a house an edge here, 
no matter what they may think 
about it in other towns. Par is hop- 
ing that Mallotte can make the cus- 
tomers pipe up to beat the Valen- 
tine’s volume. 

Par is reported after the RKO 
Rivoli, which increased its show to 
eight acts for one night, giving the 
increased bill at only one show. Par 
inte-.ds to follow suit, billing in four 
extra turns for Wednesday night. 
It will give the eight-act show two 
whirls each Wednesday. 

With both houses at the same 
admission level, competition is 
brisk. There never has been a the- 
atre war here quite like this one for 
variety of attack. 

Julia Dawn, organist at the Para- 
mount, will be replaced Friday ‘by 
Stan Mallotte, who comes in from 
the Minnesota, Minneapolis. 





RKO QUITS LITTLE ROCK 
Little Rock, Ark., Nov. 9. 

Operation of the Majestic Theatre 
here by RKO expires Nov. 14. Non- 
renewal of lease the reason. 

Majestic formerly was a _ split 
week stand on the Interstate circuit 
and played vaudfilm for years. RKO 
has operated the house past two 
seasons with straight pictures. 





Special Preview Price 


Four of the several RKO 
houses in 3rooklyn, N. Y. 
watched over by Joe Lee, are 
now turning in an extra $300 
to $700 each every Friday 
night through a special pre- 
view price. 

The preview price is 50c and 
goes on at 6:30 p. m. It permits 
the audience to watch two fea- 
tures, the regular one as an- 
nounced and the preview of 
the incoming talker. 

Lee started the preview gag 
in one house, the Greenpoint, 
with 11 at night the price 
change hour. He slowly moved 
ahead the hour on Friday eve- 
ning, meanwhile switching in 
the other houses, until the 
whole four started the special 
evening at 6:30. Each house is 
playing to slightly over one 
complete capacity for the Fri- 
day night 50c special. Previ- 
ously the houses didn’t get a 
full house at 35c during the 
whole evening, with Friday an 
off night in the Brooklyn neigh- 
borhoods. 














Theatre Chain Wins Suit 
Against Munie Auditorium 


Kansas City, Nov. 9. 

Glen W. Dickinson Theaters Co., 
operators of a chain of picture 
houses in Missouri and Kansas, won 
a long-fought court battle to pre- 
vent the trustees of the city of Hi- 
awatha, Kans., from leasing the 
$150,000 memorial auditorium to 
pictures or road shows. 

Permanent injunction was issued 
against the trustees, court holding 
that the city had no right to engage 
in competition with an individual. 
Understood the city will not appeal. 
One of the Dickinson houses is in 
the town. 





Town Sees Its Theatre 
Moved Out and Back 


Dow City, Ia., Nov. 9. 

It won’t be necessary to call out 
the state troops, as in the cow test 
war, to keep this town from being 
moved to Omaha, Neb. 

Sometime ago Dow City wanted a 
picture show of its own. Merchants 
signed a note with an Omaha con- 
cern as the holder for equipment. 
A misunderstanding and failure to 
meet one of the notes brought 
trucks which lined up and loaded 
everything but the building. Resi- 
dents gazed in dismay at their pic- 
ture show heading for Nebraska 
territory. 

But money talks. The equip- 
ment is back and local residents 
can have their own pictures. 





L. A.’s Benefit Nov. 25 


Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 

Day before Thanksgiving, Nov. 
25, is picked as the date all the- 
tres in this territory will give 
benefit performances for the un- 
employed. 

Downtown shows mostly going for 
midnight displays. 


Local 306 Preparing for l'attle with 
Springer-Cocalis Chain of 32 Houses 


4 


A more intensive campaign than 
that waged against Lee Ochs, be- 
fore this Bronx-Manhattan exhib- 
itor accepted demands, is in prep- 


aration the operators’ union, 


No. 306, 


Springer-Cocalis 


by 


for unionization of the 


circuit. Latter is 
one of the largest independent cire 
cuits in the east. 

Union has long had the Springer- 
Cocalis circuit of 32 theatres ig 
prospect for a declaration of war 
and will center its attack first in 
the Bronx, where the indie operates 
most of its houses. With the Bronx 
campaign launched, 306 will move 
into the Manhattan territory to lay 
siege to nine theatres in that bor- 
ough, 

Because Springer-Cocalis are well 
sewed up in the various neighbor- 
hoods which they penetrate with 
important subsequent runs, the 
union expects a fight to the finish, 
maybe transcending in bitterness 
the struggle it had with Ochs, a 
much smaller indie. The Ochs bat- 
tle is reported to have cost the 
union, figuring lost wages, $150,000. 

Some years ago, and prior to 
their present strength as exhibs, 
Springer-Cocalis were union. A 
breach resulted in their going non- 
union. 

On top of the Ochs contract Lo- 
cal 306 last week brought in seven 
scattered independent houses for 
employment of its union operators. 
They are the Miracle (Bronx), Em- 
press (Heights), operated by Sol 
Saphier, and the Heights, 18lst 
street, operated by Landau & Bock. 
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Foremost Film Writers 
and Dialogicians 


JOSEPH 
FIELDS 


Now Adapting 


“GIRL CRAZY” 


Radio Pictures 





























HOWARD J. GREEN 


Writer 





Representative: Arthur M. Landau 
Se we men ee 





JOSEPH JACKSO 


Now Adapting 
‘HIGH PRESSURE’ 
for WILLIAM POWELL 

at WARNER BROTHERS 




















SENSATIONALLY DIFFERENT 


JAN RUBINI 


WITH HIS ORCHESTRA AND VIOLIN 
CARTHAY CIRCLE THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 
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DD’? DONOHUE ann COMPANY 


PLAYING LOEW’S DE LUXE PICTURE HOUSES 


“KICKING HELL OUT OF DEPRESSION WITH HIS MOVING PICTURE MULE” 


Thanks to L. K. SIDNEY—J. H. LUBIN—MARYVIN SCHENK 


Direction, JERRY CARGILL 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 


a 


Patricola Comes Over 


Tom Patricola, four times fea- 
tured by George White in “Scan- 
dals,” is first-time featured by F. 
& M., initiation taking place with 
“Nursery Rhymes” Idea in Denver. 
Patricola has been in slew of talkie 
comedies on Coast since leaving 
White. 





—_———_—— 


Lyda Coast-Bound 


Lyda Roberti, who jumped from 
an F. & M. Idea into “You Said It” 
and Broadway stardom, engaged for 
Paramount’s screen musical com- 
edy, “School for Sweethearts,” 
which will be camera’d in Holly- 
wood, where Lyda started in her 
first F. & M. unit. 





Billings Back on Route 


Billings, Montana, latest addition 
to F. & M. route, Nov. 22nd, when 
new Fox Theatre, plays “Co-Eds” 
Idea, followed by “Parasols,” “Tin- 
types” and “Stage Door,” and sub- 
sequent Ideas. This is one of towns 
where civic bodies have been shout- 
ing for the Ideas. 





Chicago Contest Crashes 


F. & M.-B. & K. World’s Fair 
talent contest starts in Chicago in 
big way, with Chicago “American” 
and all fair officials co-operating 
to make it biggest stunt staged in 
Midwest in decade. Herman Black, 
publisher “American,” personally on 
job, which is locally accepted as 
guarantee of success. 


Lupe Badly Wanted 


Zieggy, offered Racquel Torres for 
new musical, after Lupe Velez, F. 
& M. find, instead. Latter turned 
down Carroll for his Vanities. Mu- 
sical is by Lew Brown and Ray 
Henderson. 





Myrna Quiets Down 


Myrna Loy, who played cute 
dancing parts with F. & M. and 
then became a bold, bad siren in 
the talkies, going back to wun- 
sophisticated roles again. Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer has cast her for the 
quiet sister in “Emma,” which stars 
Marie Dressler. 


Conny Kicks Cleverly 


Kicks, but no complaints, are reg- 
istered by Constance Evans, in 
“Stage Door” Idea, whom Coast ex- 
perts say is world’s fastest high 
kicker, averaging 43 kicks in*30 sec- 
onds every show. Webster and 
Marino do riotously funny adagio 
travesty in this Idea. 


Another F. & M. Girl Lands 


Doris Baker, niece of Belle Baker 
and former F. & M. artist, received 
nice breaks from Chicago critics on 
work in “Little Show” at the Great 
Northern. One writer commented 
on her resemblance to famous aunt 
and said her demonstrated ability 
augured well for future. 





Harriet Surprised ’Em 


Harriet, of “East, West, North, 
South” Idea, playing Fox Theatre, 
Philadelphia, was main attraction 
of radio broadcast put on by “Daily 
News” in behalf of their Help One 
Another campaign. Harriet a sur- 
prise act, “News” not having count- 
ed on her appearance, but she ran 
off with the program. 





F. & M. Varied Activities 


Fanchon & Marco created special 
production, sponsored by Gyro and 
Rotary clubs, for annual service 
club revue of Olympia, Wash., high 
school. Idea was to acquire funds 
to purchase instruments for high 
school band. 
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L. A. Naborhood Theatres’ Carnival 
Atmosphere Forced by Weak Films 





Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 
Amateur productions, raffles, 
country stores, tap dancing lessons, 
cooking instruction and about every- 
thing are offered by 
naborhood pictures houses here as 


else being 
a draw to augment films which evi- 
dently don’t catch the public fancy. 
Brothers is the 
in its outlying 


Warner doing 


country store idea 


houses and several Fox-West Coast 
theatres are handing out the lesson 
gag. Independent theatres are try- 
ing all tricks in the merchandising 
line. 

In most cases the merchandise 
handed out is always away above the 
heads of the patrons. At Whittier 


handed from the stage ran around 
$325 at retail prices. 

Merchants near the theatres and 
local manufacturers are co-operat- 
ing, all figuring the plug will help 
them individually. In spots the at- | 
tempts have been business builders, 
while in other locations the trick 
offers increase business only on gift | 
nights. 

Dancing and cooking lessons are 
usually for morning audiences w ho | 








pay the regular admission and sit | 
through the regular performance 
after the lesson. Theatre usually 


ties: up with a flour company or a 
nabe dancing school. 

In labor districts the latest puller 
is a wedding party to local couples 
who are about to be spliced with 


last week one theatre gave away a 


$150 electric 


radio and a suite of bedroom furni- 


refrigerator, 


ture that retailed at $75 


Smaller 
gifts were thrown in but the objects 


a $75 
hats, 
from 





surrounding 
variation of the stage wedding. 


the couple being entertained on the 
stage and receiving gifts, 
a month’s supply of groceries, shoes, 
suits 





including | 


| 
| 


and other neccesities 
stores, 


It’s at 





Comparative Grosses for October 





(Continued from page 27) 


PROVIDENCE 





Franklin’s New Two 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


A couple of new theatres and a 
reconstruction job on another are 
lined up by Hughes-Franklin for 
its Texas territory. 

H. B. Franklin closed deals for 
new houses in Lardeo and Del Rio 
while in Texas last week. The Ritz, 
Dallas, is to be rebuilt and called 
the Mirror. 


Small Coast Chain Gets 





$500,000 Loan in East 





Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 
operating 10 neighborhood 
and small town theatres in South- 


Now 


ern California, Pacific National 
Theatres, Inc., has taken on added 
capital and will start immediately 
in building up its non-deluxe chain. 
Russell Rogers, president, has in- 
creased the amount of stock about 
five times through a loan. of $500,000. 
Financing was arranged with east- 
ern bankers through Max Kravetz, 
theatre broker. Circuit was previ- 
ously valued at. around $775,000. 
Pacific National now has houses 
in San Diego, Chula Vista, Torrance, 
Long Beach, Bakersfield and Mon- 





| rovia, 
Olmstead Tours 
Ed Olmstead, recently appointed 
ad contact man with R.:-J. O'Don- 
nell, divisional head of southwest 


for Publix, is on 


ritory. 





a tour of the ter- | 
| the former charge 


ee 


Fight on Current Rate 
In N. Y. Is Due Soon 


Fight to lower the electric cure 
rent rate in New York theatres, 
which the Theatre Owners Chamber 
of Commerce is now waging, will 
cost that organization approximate- 





ly $20,000. This is estimated by 
executives. 
An engineering expert and sev- 


} eral accountants have been added 
ito the rUCl payroll preparatory to 
| the open battle before the Public 
| Service Commission which will take 
place within the next two weeks. 
By the new electric rate, recently 
| introduced, many theatres are pay- 
ing as much as 28% additional to 











































































































































































































ae ee Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 

STATE Palmy Days Wallingford Unholy Susan Lenox 
High. .$28,000 $21,000 $18,500 Garden $20,000 
Low... 9,500) $13,000 

PARA- My Sin Daughter of 24 Hours Beloved 

MOUNT $8,800 the Dragon $10,300 Bachelor 
High. .$18,000| Stage Show $8,000 : $7,500 
Low... 4, 

RKO Pagan Lady Fanny Foley Salvation 

VICTORY $14,000 Herself Nell 
High. .$13,500 $1,800 $700 
Low. 1,600 (3 days) 

RKO Bad Company Devotion Friends and Notre Dame 
ALBEE $4,500 $9,500 Lovers $10,000 
High. .$20,000 $3,000 
Low... 3,000 (New Low) — 

MAJESTIC | Secrets Sec Hamilton Five Star Singapore 
High. .$15,000 and and Final and 
Low... 6,500/Bride for Sale| Penrod and $13,500 Expensive 

$8,000 Sam Women 

i $12.500 $9.000 

* INDIANAPOLIS 
Octaa ___Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 
EYRIC Arizona Wicked 50 Fathoms 
$10,000 $10,000 $9,000 
Vaude j 
PALACE Palmy Days Wallingford Sidewalks 
$7,500 $8,500 $7,500 
INDIANA My Sin 5 Star Final 24 Hours 
$16,500 $19,000 $15,000 
(8 days) 
COLUMBUS 
Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 
PALACE Devotion 50 Fathoms My Sin Notre Dame 
$16,200 $13,100 $10,000 $13,000 
Vaude 
OHIO Sidewalks Spider Road to Reno Wicked 
$18,300 $12,500 $12,000 $10,000 
Stage Show 
BROAD Palmy Days Unholy Susan Lenox Madelon 
$11,000 Garden $13,400 Claudet 
$9,100 $8,600 
GRAND Huck Finn Singapore Penrod, Sam | 5 Star Final 
$3,400 $3,750 $4,200 $6,700 
MAJESTIC | Pagan Lady | Murder Clock Smart Fanny Foley 
and and Women and 
Women Go Women Go and Reckless 
On Forever On Forever Homicide Living 
2,400 $2,200 Squad $2,000 
* (2d week) _ $2.100 I an? 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Oct. 3 Oct. 10 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 _ 
FOX | Sidewalks Susan Lenox Cisco Kid Heartbreak 
High. .$70,000 | $37,000 $48,500 $38,000 $28,000 
Low... 18,000 (6 days) 
dente al | Stage Show — 
GOLDEN Reckless Homicide Woman High Stakes 
GATE Hour Squad Between $14,000 
High. .$19,000 $14,900 $18,000 $14,000 
Low. 9,800 ee aa 
~~ PARA- | My Sin 24 Hours Beloved Sob Sister 
MOUNT $14,000 $14,500 Bachelor $15,000 

High. .$36,000 $14,000 
Low. 6,200 Peg Se ae 
WARFIELD ~ Wicked Purple Sage Skyline Road to Reno | 
High. .$48,000 $18,000 $20,000 $16,500 $21,000 
Low... 8.200! StaceShow | FO = | 

= ——_—-——- | 

BOSTON | 
ne a. Oct. 3 ___Oct. 10 __Oct. 17 __ Oct. 24 
METRO- | Stage Show ~~ Spider Beloved 24 Rg py 

POLITAN $35,400 Bachelor 5,000 
High. .$66,000 $38,000 
Low. . 19,500 a4 

STATE Wallingford | Susan Lenox Unholy 
High. .$40,000 $15,000 $29,600 Garden 
Low... 10,000 ee $21,000 

KEITH’ Ys Vaude Smart ~ Homicide 

BOSTON Women Squad 
High. .$22,000 $13,300 $17,800 

ow... 13,300 (New Low) | 
RKO Notre Dame Notre Dame Consolation 

KEITH’S $36,700 $16,000 Marriage 
High. .$34,500 (ist week) (2d week) $14,000 
Low _ _. 10,700 





moment. 


from the nicke 











THE AMERICAN 
OF MUSICIANS 


(Comprising 140,000 professional musicians inthe Unitea States and Canada) 


| JOSEPH N. WEBER, President 
1449 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


SICK 


| Houses 





HEN a four-star picture 
fails to bring them in, the manager knows something is 
wrong. He can then blame it all on the business depression, 
or-he can do something about it. <§ 


Many thoughtful managers have reasoned that in troublous 
times men and women stand most in need of gay entertain- 
ment—bright lights, soft carpets, living music—cheery and 
glamorous veers -ol a place to a cares for the 


~ 


ra es 


The all-sound house does not fill the bill. 
its screen show may be, such a theatre remains a dark and 
cheerless spot—likely to become a sick house. 


The salutary effect of living music is urgently indicated. 
Not a quack remedy, but the tried and true specific, in- 
dispensable in first-class theatres since the movies emerged 


lodeon era. 


However worthy 


FEDERATION 
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WHAT THIS COUNTRY 


NEEDS IS A DARNED 


GOOD LAUGH 
and here itis !- 
the Sweetheart 
Picture of the year! 


7 





Full Box Office Speed Ahead 
‘with Universal’s Super Attraction 


STRICTLY 
DISHONORABLE 


opening today 
at the long-run 
CRITERION Theatre 
N.Y., at $2.00 
top, and now 
running full box- 
office speed at the 
CARTHAY CIRCLE, 
Los Angeles. 


% 
PAUL LUKAS 


(Courtesy Paramount Pictures) 
as the great lover 


SIDNEY FOX 


as the sweet young thing 


“LEWIS STONE 


as the kindly judge 
GEORGE MEEKER 


as the boy from Orange 


WILLIAM RICCIARDI 


as the waiter 


SIDNEY TOLER 


as the Irish cop 
Directed by 


JOHN STAHL 


Produced by Carl Laemmle, Jr. 
from the Brock Pemberton 
smash hit by Preston Sturges 


Presented by 
CARL LAEMMLE 


Tuesday, November 10, 193} 
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“SIDNEY FOX can charm 
the birds out of the trees.” 


Preston Sturges 
... author 
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NVA Matter May Be Adjusted Within 
Week—Counsel Revising Agreement 


NVA matter will be settled one 
way or the other this week or next, 
if mutually agreeable terms are 
finally reached. The actors’ or club- 
house faction’s plan has been in the 
hands of the V. M. A. managers- 
members’ counsel, Nathan Burkan, 
for the past week. He is reported 
to be revising it with certain 
changes submitted by the managers. 

request for comment and sug- 
gestions was made upon the cir- 
cuits by Burkan last week. The 
attorney is understood to have re- 
ceived these answers. 

On Nov. 15 the 21-year option 
taken up by the NVA Club on its 
46th street quarters will commence. 
On Jan. 1 the lease on the prop- 
erty expires. This is held by the 
229 W. 46th Street Corp., the hold- 
ing company for the NVA, which 
until recently had been collecting 
the rent and taxes. This collecting 


is now done by the NVA Benefit 
Fund. 

The 46th St. corp. secured the 
property rights some years ago. 


Verification of this seems to ruin a 
report around last week to effect 
that on Jan. 1 the property will re- 
vert to the White Rats. 


1% of Salary 


If the 46th St. corp. does not re- 
new its lease after the first of the 
year, the NVA Club will not be 
obliged to occupy the expensive 
quarters any further. Meanwhile, 
Henry Chesterfield maintains he is 
seeking to get rid of the lease to 
enable the club to move to a less 
expensive location. 

The problem of raising funds is 
still far away from settlement, al- 
though the NVA’s present bankroll 
is shrinking rapidly. There is a 
reported necessity for decision on 
this issue by Dec. 1 at the latest. 
In the clubhouse faction’s report 
now in the hands of Burkan the 
Chesterfield-Walter C. Kelly 1% of 
working actors’ salary idea was 
again advanced as a possible NVA 
fund raiser. 


Seth Could Have 
Learned from M. C’s 
That K. C. Won’t Sing 


Kansas City, Nov. 9. 

Phillips Lord (Seth Parker) told 
his Thursday night (5) audience 
here it was the most unresponsive 
gathering he had ever appeared be- 
fore. Applause was luke warm and 
the patrons singing weak. Phillips 
could have found out the same 
thing by asking any of the m. c.’s 
who have worn themselves thin try- 
ing to persuade the natives 10 
warble. 

The Seth Parker concert was held 
in Convention hall Wednesday and 
Thursday night at a $2 top. Open- 
ing night seekers of the $1 seats 
were turned away but many of the 
higher priced seats were left un- 
occupied. The second night a big 
block of the higher priced seats 
were thrown in for $1 and filled. 

In its review next morning the 
‘Star,’ daily paper over whose sta- 
tion, WDAF, the Seth Parker pro- 
gram is featured, said the audience 
did a large part of the performing 
and all but climbed on the stage. 
Gave the impression performance 
was like a revival meeting and the 
second night’s audience remained 
quiet. 

Concerts here were under aus- 
pices of the Council of Churches, 
members of which had been selling 
tickets for weeks. 


New Palace B. 0. Staff 


A sudden switch in the staff of 
the RKO Palace, New York, box 
office was made Saturday (7), when 
George Baldwin the treasurer was 
let out and his two assistants were 
shifted to the Albee, Brooklyn. 

Three Chicago box office men 
were installed; Eddie Saunders, 
treasurer, with Milton Schmit and 
Billy Newman, assistants. 














Off Air for Vaude 

Lee Morse, NBC sustaining sing- 
er, opens 10 weeks for RKO in 
Buffalo, Nov. 14. She is at the 
Stanley, Jersey City, currently with 
the all-radio show booked by the 
Warners, 

Miss Morse will stay off the air 
during her vaude dates. 








HOLTZ IN NABES, $4,500 


Playing for RKO But Not Palace 
at That Figure 





Lou Holtz opens the last half of | 


Nov. 14 week at the Coliseum for 
a $4,500-a-week trip around the 
outlying New York RKO time. The 


booking doesn’t include the Palace, | 


over which Holtz and Charlie Free- 
man disagree on salary. 

For the Palace Holtz is reported 
asking $7,500, or a $900 raise over 
the amount he received during the 
latter part of his eight weeks’ run. 
Freeman declared that figure to be 
out of the question. 


Holtz will have to play the RKO 
neighbs without his legit and Pal- 
ace girl foil, Lyda Roberti, who left 
for Hollywood yesterday (9) for 
Paramount and talkers. Jack Cur- 
tis negotiated the Holtz deals with 
and without Miss Roberti. 

At $4,500 Holtz tops his own pre- 
vious high vaudeville salary for any 
theatre but the Palace by $2,000. 


PUBLIX STAFF 





LL TON. Y. 


The Paramount Astoria studio 
has been relieved entirely of all 
Publix production activities with 
latter, as well as Paramount News 
now centered in what is known as 
the Publix Annex, a_ six-story 
structure in West 43rd street in the 
heart of Hell’s Kitchen, between 
10th and ilth avenues. 

With the transfer, all Publix pro- 
ducers, department heads, ballet 
masters, art directors and others 
are now quartered in the Annex. 
All meetings are held here as well 
as building of scenery, making of 
costumes and rehearsals of shows. 
In selling talent for Publix units, 
agents or others now contact the 
Annex, where Harry Hollander, 
head of the Artists’ Booking Office. 
Publix’s own, is also located. 


The Publix Annex was built by 
Publix to relieve the Paramount 
L. I. studio of housing stage pro- 
duction and with a view to getting 
those activities within easier reach 
of the home office and New York 
agents, artists, etc. 

Boros Morros, chief of Publix pro- 
duction, has an office at the Broad- 
way headquarters where he presides 
over music as well but spends most 
of his time in the Annex close to 
production work. 


BEN BERNIE ALONE ON 
RUN AT ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Commencing Dec. 4 Ben Bernie 
will start a run engagement as 
m. c., with the house orchestra for 
his band. 

The Oriental, a Publix house, will 
furnish the surrounding stage bill 
as suggested by Bernie. It will also 
pay for two composers and two gag 
men to be chosen by Bernie to fur- 
nish him and his show with a week- 
ly change of material. 








Street Singer, CBS 
Act May Go with RKO 


‘The Street Singer,’ 
radio attraction, has been booked 
into the RKO, Paterson, N. J., house 
for a showing Nov. 10. 

An elaborate mike system will be 
installed by CBS engineers for the 
act. If taken by RKO bookers for 
further time the mike must be car- 
ried by the act and furnished by 
CBS at no expense to RKO. 





Foot Infection 


Martha Morton and Eddie Parks | 


were forced to cancel some mid- 
western RKO dates due to a seri- 
ous foot infection sustained by Miss 
Morton. The act came on to New 
York at once. 

An operation will be performed 
on Miss Morton's foot this week in 
hopes of curing the trouble. 


Columbia | 


MOSS’ CHANGE 


To Reg. Vaude—Prod. Dept. Out— 
May Try Palace Kind Next 





B. S. Moss is now thinking about 
a two-a-day eight-act straight 
vaudeville policy for the New 
Broadway, New York. The idea re- 
ported in mind is a bill similar to 
the Palace policy, with names and 
at an approximate salary cost of 
$10,000. 

Currently at the Broadway is the 





| first show under the _ theatre’s 
| change to regular vaudeville. The 
| production staff was dropped last 


| week and the stage overhead, which 
j}had previously averaged daround 
$10,000 a week, cut considerably. 





| 


$37,000; SALES 
CLIMBING 


e 


After a $37,000 opening week for 
New York, record, 
Cantor - Jessel bill 


a new Palace, 


the current 


started the second lap with $13,500 
over the two-day weekend, If that 
pace is sustained, the house can do 
$36,000 currently. 

Although Cantor also holds the 
all-time Palace high with $41,000 
during New Year’s week with the 
midnight show and holiday scale 
last year, the previous record nor- 
mal week mark for the Palace was 
$34,000, drawn one week during the 
Lou Holtz run. 

The Palace stage overhead with 
this bill, $16,000, is the highest yet. 
Plus other expenses the house must 
do around $26,000 to break. 

Times Square agencies and spec- 
ulators report a larger demand for 
Palace tickets than at any time 
within memory. Box office is selling 
four weeks in advance, with calis 
that far ahead being registered at 
the agencies also. 


MORE PAR HOUSES IN 
PROSPECT FOR F&M 


Possibility of additional Para- 
mount houses going the F. & M. 
route looms, with the arrival of M. 
Marco from the coast by plane Sun- 
day (8). Summoned east by Harry 
Arthur for the purpose of further 
negotiation with Par and Sam Katz 
relative to taking on extra Para- 
mount house spots, 

Trio reported in confab shortly 
after Marco’s arrival. 

Houses aimed for not mentioned 
but likely to include several of Par’s 
outlying spots besides others. Pres- 
ent Par houses playing F. & M. 
units total around 11. 

Marco’s trip eastward looks to 
have forestalled expected vacation 
trip of his ‘sister, Fanchon. She 
had intended coming to New York 
with Alice Goodwin. 








JESSEL TILTS $1,000 


He Must Have $4,250 at 
Palace or Won't Play 


Says 


Unless George Jessel’s salary dif- 
ferences with RKO are settled be- 
tween now and next week the 
comedian may walk out of the New 
York Palace show. He’s reported 
demanding a $1,000 increase over 
his first two weeks’ salary, 93,250. 

Jessel advised RKO that he 
would play the first two weeks at 
that figure, but wouldn’t continue 
|for less than $4,250. Jessel’s salary 








| 4s the second highest on the current 
Palace run bill. Cantor is receiving 
| $8,800, or $8,000 net, no commish. 





Belle Baker Cancels 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 
Belle Baker will not head the sec- 
ond vaude bill at 
End (formerly the Rialto) Nov. 14. 





| Miss Baker cancelled the date at the | 


last minute, complaining her own 
bookings were jammed. 

Johnny Jones, booker, is replacing 
her with Raquel Torres and Art 
Jarrett, radio crooner. 


Belle Baker opens Nov. 13 at 
Warner's Stanley, Jersey City, and 
the following week at the Earle, 
Washington, 


PALACE RECORD, 


the new Loop} 





Agents Moving Out or Doubling Up 
in Loew Building 





lrents in the Loew annex this season 
as far as the vaude agents are con- 
cerned. 


and Al Lieberman. 
| The third is empty, 


|} commercial! tenant. 
The fourth is almost devoid of 


barring a 





agents. 
With most of the removals of 
Loew agents from the Annex, the 


shift to 


rents, 


newer quarters 
higher Except where agents 
have doubled up in one office. 

The fifth floor appears to be the 
only one that is giving the Annex 
a break on rent money. 


§ ACTS—$1,000; 








Starting next week, the fourth for 
vaudeville at the Lyric, New York, 
under the Brandt’s operation, the 
42d Street house will cut its full 
week salary budget for eight acts to 
$1,000. A. and B. Dow will replace 
Arthur Fisher as booker. 

After two weeks with a $2,750 
budget, the Brandt’s sliced it to 
$1,750 for the current eight acts. 
When a further cut was reported 
suggested, Fisher advised the op- 
erators he didn’t care to attempt to 
buy eight acts for anything less. 

The Dows stepped in with the 
$1,000 proposition, which is believed 
to be the lowest salary budget on 
record for eight acts on full week 
at four-a-day. 

There are about 40 persons in the 
eight acts on this week’s bell. At 
$1,750 minus commish they'll aver- 
age $40 each at the end of the week. 
Fisher says that even for an indie 
booker, that’s heartbreaking. 


AMATEUR STAGE SHOW 
FOR PAR IN BROOKLYN 


A stage show entirely made up of 
amateur talent will play the Para- 
mount, Brooklyn, opening Friday 
(13) for a week and possible hold- 
over. It will be staged by Jack 
Partington and mark his first as- 
signment since returning from the 





Par, Los Angeles. The following 
week (20) Partington will build the 


anniverSary show (fourth) for the 
New York Paramount. 

Amateur thing for Brooklyn will 
be the first ever attempted in any 
large Publix de luxer. The home 
office and Partington believe that 
srooklyn, an odd spot in a theatre 
way, will support an amateur show 
where other cities probably would 
not. 

Rian James, Brooklyn ‘Eagle’ col- 
umnist, will be drafted for the week 
to act as m. c. 

Recently the Brooklyn deluxer has 
been staging what it calls amateur 
frolics as a box office draw, with 
certain days set aside for that. Next 
week’s show will be built mostly 
from amateur talent that has won 
some of these frolic contests. 





Connolly at Jacobs’ 


Picture dept. of the Jenie Jacobs 
agency is now being supervised by 
Mike Connolly. 

Connolly is the leader of the east- 
ern picture agents. 





| Lyons in Another Unit 
| George Lyons, the harpist, was 
taken out of the Loew deluxe unit 
‘Tiny Town Revue’ current at the 
Paradise, Bronx. Three Brown 
Buddies replaced Lyons Friday (6). 
Lyons will be placed in another 
{ unit later. 
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Looks like pretty lean taking on | 
iM. 17. 


| 

; 

| 

| On the second floor only two of- 
. l}about 20. 

fices occupied, those of Meyer North | 


indie 





calls for | 
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TRY AND DOIT 


Franchise System for Vaud Agents 
Extended to 2 More Major Circuits, 
With Agencies Now More Involved 


+ 


ANNEX LOSING TENANTS | 


New York's indie vaudeville 
agency map was considerably 
changed last week by simultaneous 
adoption of a franchise system by 
Warner and Fox-Fanchon & 
Marco booking offices. WB fran- 
chised 12 agencies and Fox-F. & 


It limits the number of New York 
agents with official status in 
one or more major booking offices to 
The others will have lit- 
tle social standing and almost as 
little business importance, although 
they will be permitted to submit 
acts to the Warner and Fox-F. & 
M. bookers two days weekly during 
certain hours. 

An oddity in the situation is that 
some agents now hold franchies in 


three different offices, with their 
new WB and Fox-F. & M. per- 
mits added to Loew’s. Some fric- 
tion was anticipated from this 
source, since under the franchise 


system a booking office may request 


first call on acts from franchise 
holders, but the booking heads of 
Warners and Fox-F. & M. stated 


they don’t believe any trouble will 
result. The primary purpose of the 
franchising, they declare, is to cut 
down the number of unnecessary 
act reps who clog up the booking 
offices and interfere with the book- 
ers, 
Loew’s ist Call 


As but a week ago J. H. Lubin 
of Loew's notified all Loew fran- 
chinse holders that first call would, 
be demanded from them on ak 
material, the Loew booking head 
was asked what effect the agents’ 


(Continued on page 62) 


Harry Carroll’s Sellers 
To Pay Off Acts Obliges 
RKO to Protect Actors 


Harry Carroll, song writer and 
producer of vaude acts now and 
then, ran into difficulties with his 
Harry Carroll revue which played 
the indie Lyric, New York, last 
week, and his Musi-comedy revue 
now playing the RKO Palace, Chi- 
cago. It all sums up into financial 
trouble with actors claiming sala- 
ries, 

Conditions became intolerable to 
the RKO booking department over 
Carroll’s misses on salary payments 
to the cast of his act playing the 
RKO western houses. The booking 
office appointed J. A. McGuire gole 
authority with the multi-people re- 
vue. McGuire will collect and pay 
off. Carroll will get his bit but will 
have nothing in the way of author- 
ity with his act while with RKO, 

There are 14 people in the Carroll 
Musi-comedy revue, including Lynn 
Doree and Wally Vernon. 

The Carroll revue which played 
the indie Lyric, last week also ran 
into snags about paying off. The 
actors were stalling around the 
Lyric stage until after midnight 
Friday (6) waiting for their pay. 
Carroll finally paid off a few. Hal 
Haig and the Steel Sisters did not 
collect. Carroll promised to make 
g00d by noon yesterday (9) but 
failed, and Haig entered a complaint 
with the VMA, 








Steal Best Weekend 
House Had in 2 Yrs. 


Springfield, Ill., Nov. 9. 
Two bandits entered assistant 
manager's office at the RKO Or- 
pheum shortly after midnight Sun- 


day (8), forced Robert Cook to 
open the safe and escaped w 

$5,000 cash. Best week end the-. 
atre has had since vaude was 


dropped two years ago. 
resumed Saturday. 
Cook was bound and gagged by 
bandits who made good their escape, 
Ife freed himself but was unable to 


Vaude was 


inotify the police as telephone wires 


had been cut. 


Alice White for WB 
Warner office has booked Alice 
White for four weeks, opening Nov. 
20 at the Stanley, Jersey City. 
Miss White follows Jersey City 
with Washington, Pittsburgh and 





Philadelphia. 
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LA. Houses Pushed Into Stage Shows 





Despite Reluctance Over Par’s Skid 


Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 

With Warners’ Downtown and 
Hollywood theatres returning to a 
stage-show policy, and the possi- 
bilities of the other seven WB 
houses on the Coast following suit, 
the Pacific Slope’s repeat of last 
year’s vaude revival is on. 

Last week the Los Angeles and 
Million Dollar theatres (indies) went 
back to stage presentations. L. A. 


has four acts working in front of 


Cally Holden’s band, and latter 
house has six acts with Moran and 
Mack at. $1,000 and percentage head- 
ing the opening bill. Meikeljohn of- 
fice is booking both houses, 

Levey’s Chance 

Warner*houses will be booked by 
the Bert Levey office with the 
Downtown playing six acts on a 
$1,000 budget, and the Hollywood 
working four acts in front of the 
Jess Stafford band from the Bilt- 
more hotel. 

Switching of policy in the Los 
Angeles pictures spots is due to a 
general weakness of features. War- 
ner houses were compelled to shunt 
the pick of their product to the new 
Western, leaving the other two the- 
atres floundering. 

Warners had originally planned to 
install Gus Arnheim in the Holly- 
wood, but weakened after the symp- 





toms for the elaborate stage show 
policy at the Paramount. 
F. & M. in Chinese 

Chinese two-a-day $1.50 policy, 
opening with ‘The Champ’ Nov. 13, 
will be augmented by a 
Fanchon & Marco unit, ‘Once Upon 
a Time,’ which hops in here from 
New Orleans and will pick up its 


regular | 





regular route after the Hollywood 
run, Switch on the debut, from | 
Nov. 12, is so Vice-President Cur- | 
tis can attend. | 

Carthay Circle, which opened last 
Friday with ‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ 
continues with a pit band. 

If the other Warner houses in 
Whittier, Huntington Park, San Pe- 
dro, Santa Barbara, Fresno and San 
Francisco come in on the vaude 
policy, the Levey office will be able 
to route acts from Kansas City and 
Denver here. Office now has two 
weeks between those cities and the 
Coast, playing Albuquerque, El 
Paso, Tucson and Phoenix. 

With the opening of the Warner 
stands L. A. will have six vaude 
houses. Besides Warners Down- 
town and Hollywood and the Los 
Angeles and Million Dollar, the RKO 
is playing the four act intact units 
plus four acts locally booked, and 
the Hippodrome playing 12 acts on 
a split week policy, six on each split. 








AMERICA’S 
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CONVERSATION ACT 


® 


BURNS“ ALLEN 


Playing Their Semi-Annual Engagement 


© 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


© 


... WITH THE... 


EDDIE CANTOR-GEORSE JESSEL 
VAUDEVILLE REVUE 


FOREMOST 


GRACE 








THE... 


AUBDEVEELEE 





Yeah! 





Mike Marco issued instruc- 
tions to all the F&M company 
managers to ‘wholeheartedly 
support our government, its 
executive and the enforcement 
of the laws of our land.’ 

Special reference is made 
not to let acts ridicule the 18th 
amendment or in any way 
depreciate the efforts of the 
Federal government in any of 
its law enforcements. 


2 Acts Added to RKO 
Intacts at 3 Points 


2KO will add two acts to the in- 
tact units in Rochester and Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., and at the Chester, New 
York, to play six acts instead of 
four in each spot. 

Further embellishment for the in- 
tacts will be in Milwaukee, where a 
name act will be added weekly to 
headline. The names will be New 
York-booked, but taken from the 
middle western Bill Howard time to 
prevent the long jump. 


San Antonio's Units 


San Antonio, Nov. 9. 
RKO resumed vaudeville here 
Thursday (5) with a four-act unit 
on full week. This fills the unit 
route’s big jump between Dallas and 
New Orleans. For the acts San An- 
tonio will be a full salaried week. 
Chances for Houston, originally 
slated to return to vaude with San 
Antonio, are now reported as cold. 
Union matter was straightened out 
here, but remains unsettled in 
Houston, RKO is said to be satisfied 
with the straight picture grosses 
there at present. 


TRYING BOOK PIECE 


Louis K. Sidney will attempt an 
innovation in stage shows at Loew’s 
Capitol, New York, week Nev. 20 
by playing Billy House in-an en- 
larged version of his ‘Resolutions’ 
vaude act. 

The house book piece will be the 
entire stage show, with a flock of 
specialty people throughout the 
story. 























Gene Dennis’ Return 


Gene Dennis goes into the B2acon, 
New York, Nov. 20, for an indefinite 
engagement. She will be the only 
stage attraction at the theatre. 

Miss Dennis appeared at the Bea- 
con last season with no other acis 
and remained for six weeks. 


Quit Hip Bill 

Ann Codee and Frank Orth quit 
the current Hippodrome, New York, 
bill Sunday (8) after playing one 
day, claiming illness. 

Just before leaving the team was 
changed from next-to-closing to the 
No. 3 spot on the eight-act bill. 


SEATTLE VAUDE 
Seattle, Nov. 9. 
| Jensen-von Herberg now using 














| vaude one night a week at the Ven- 
etian theatre in the Capital hill dis- 
trict. Success of acts two nights 
weekly at the Bagdad, in the Ballard 
district led to this expansion. 
Thursday and Fridays at Bagdad 
; and Saturdays at the Venetian. Us- 


| ing Daniels Interstate acts. 


HARTFORD VAUDE NOV. 13 

Hartford, Conn., Nov. 9. 
| Publix-Allyn returns to vaude 
jafter more than four years o? 
|straight pictures. But one other 
| theatre in town plays presentations, 


| Fox-Poli. 








Morris. Office Is Given 
Loew Agency Franchise 


Loew's booking. office has issued 
to the William Morris agency a 
Loew booking franchise. It goes 
into effect at once. 

Morris surrendered its Loew 
booking permit some weeks ago 
when starting to book direct for 
RKO, 
RKO association the Morris office 





Upon the severence of the 


did not again pick up the Loew 
privilege, until last week. 

The Morris office has been book- 
ing vaude bills, mostly for Publix 
houses, but also for some independ- 
ents. Among the latter is the Hip- 
podrome, Baltimore, looked upon as 
opposition to Loew's -in that city. 
The Hip plays vaude and pictures. 
It has been doing around $11,000 
weekly. The Morris office is con- 
tinuing to book the house. 





Cagney’s Extension 


Coast studio has extended James 
Cagney’s leave of absence an extra 
week to allew for more Warner 
stage dates in the east. He doesn’t 
have to report in Hollywood until 
Dec. 7. 

Cagney started this week § in 
Washington, He'll follow with a 
full week in Jersey City, and a pair 
of splits in Elizabeth and Hoboken, 
all WB. 





—~ 


INTACTS GOING OUT IN 


BREAK-INS AROUND N.Y, 


RKO Capitol, Union City, N. J 


4 


+ 


gives. up vaude Nov. 28, reverting 
to a straight picture policy. The 
State, twin theatre next door which 
has been the all sound house, closeg 
indefinitely same date. 

RKO intacts were placed in the 
house a few weeks ago hooked up 
with Yonkers. The Yonkers house 
will not play intact shows after 
Nov, 14, but will be booked ona 
spot basis by Harry Kalcheim. 








> J + 
Fanchon’s Trip East 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Fanchon left here yesterday (8) 
for New York by way of San Fran. 
cisco on her first trip east in two 
years. The femme half of Fanchon 
& Marco will be away three weeks, 
She will look in on F&M units 


and confab with managers. Alice 
Goodwin, her assistant, is going 
along. 











Joe Cook on Call 


Joe Cook is under contract to 
Loew's. It calls for Cook to appear 
in a Capitol, New York, stage show 
with the Loew deluxe road tour to 
follow. 

Exact date of Cook’s opening for 
Loew has not been set. He is tour- 
ing the subway circuit at present 
in his musical ‘Fine and Dandy.’ 








NOBLE 


CONTAGIOUS RHYTHM 


As Offered You by 


AND HIS INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA 
in the FLORENTINE GRILL of the 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 


55th Street and Seventh Avenue, New York 


SISSLE 





NOBLE SISSLE 


- WILL PLAY NIGHTLY 


From 7:00 to 10:00 P. M., and 11:00 P. M. to 2:00 
Call WILLIAM, Circle 7-8000, for Reservations 


and His Orchestra 





DANCE THE 


COME ON, LETS GET TOGETHER, 


BLUES AWAY 





| 








Thurston starts a six days date, 
| Nov. 13 at the Allyn. 








Largest Single Rooms in New York 
$3.50 AND UP—SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES 


Radio Outlets, Electric Refrigeration, Swimming Pool, Period 
Salons, and Roof Patios for Private Functions 











| HARRIS TWINS ann LORETTA 


This Week (Nov. 7) RKO Hippodrome, New York 


Thanks to DANNY GRAHAM and MILTON BERGER 


4th on an 8 act bill—Thanks to entire bill for their co-operation. 


Personal Direction, CHARLIE E. HOGAN 





a 











BOB 








Y (Uke) HENSHAW 


Assisted By THE WILDE SISTERS 





Booked by MORT INFIELD 


. MATERIAL—ANYBODY’S 


Extend many good wishes to JONES, LINICK & SCHAEFER'’S 
NEW LOOP END THEATRE, CHICAGO. ‘ 
Also to JOHNNY JONES for selecting us for next-to-closing 
position on their opening program. 


Costumes by LESTER, LTD. 
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on Percenta e Chicago, Nov. 9. Los Angeles, Nov. 9. High-priced femme _ burlesque ALA 
= ‘ : & 
® then With Gan. Weheria ané Maurice Country store nights are getting | teasers are easing off wheel shows. 
Greenwald going to New York on an y : The first to go was Gypsy Rose 
: The first battle between the indies | outside vaude agency venture, the|@ big break in talent. Agents, due sak nae TALENT 
and RKO along the vaude front Roberts, Greenwald and meres 's- to the lack of vaude house locally Second is Hindu Wassau, heading Al L 
® was won by an indie in which he nos here will split up and reorgan-| where they can break in new acts, lthe Rube Bernstein show, ‘Hindu 
Md the Seville in Easton, Pa,|“\,.. 3. ,., 7... 1... _|are propositioning the operators of | Relies,’ all season, With Miss Was- 
C) wee 5 »-week sojourn in the | ee nn me seenL a | the gift gags to play the acts as aN| <4, out the Columbia office has| 
r after a five : ; The | '2 with him, while Danny Graham | aqded attraction lchaneed the ‘title t ‘Hollywood| The most drastic cut in bur- 
. a) vaude s lOoOWSs Sd i os ma © gh te “ - . a e - . ‘ oe. Cc é re” < L oO ( oO : 
a —— py tage of the Harry ‘Car- | wae 7 cago Se bec gees ' a Acts aren’t so keen about it, 4S|tionies’ Bernstein retains his in-|lesque this year has been ordered 
a bed te prem sae naan po aa + ona they feel they can’t do their best | i. post by the Columbia Wheel effective 
‘ i ffice. he tried and failed as an exhibitor, i a aaa ftnre “adios. | tag : ‘ Be . : 
) “oo was given the usual two- wit! bases to ss in a nd added ain tran ove! , coed enters hype oe Miss Wausau will play what Co-| 7. 44 
< : . ~| Thanksgiving urkeys anc other | <a houses c: afford to pay her| ‘ . 
week notice from the owner of thé | tion end through Morse’s repre-| merchandise handed out on ee nag Men nergy rps im) a All companies have been in- 
dantiie and RKO vaude finished | entation with RKO here. peewee }on a percentage basis and will like structed to cut 10% off the prin- 
Saturday (7). The owner! in giving Roberts will leave for the east | aie ily go after stock house contracts. | cipals’ salaries and 5% off the 
) the notice stated that he cou'd — | Saturday (14) with Greenwald fol- | | In the Ed Ryan show pony from chorus girls. and release one of the 
ie h less thar io niet b bs : . e the Follies’ Gvpsv Lee has been re- we ies a 
a five-act shows for muc lowing several weeks later. Green- W d 5 | k P | YPS! two stagehands carried at present 
- the $1,000 per week paid for RKO,| .aiqs association with Roberts in 00 S, ures 0 Icy | placed by Gypsy Rae Reed. as well as the musical director. 
7 the same 5-act bill. ae New York will only be through the pinneniatannia Ree ete ee en Two girls will be dropped from 
bas Since RKO started to boo latter handling his acts. =e m each show and the Columbia house 
s. house it has been mobbed with in- Chicago, Nov. 9. P | fr Chica 0 cuntnaten of 81.950 Wik ba vennaal 
is die bookers and agents who flashed Woods theatre, former picture cop e om g i. $1,380 
:) } contracts on.the owner for much Amateur Shows and spot, goes burlesque stock shortly, eT Ae An unofficial estimate figured 
td less salaries that he eon oor 4 hed under the eye of N. S. Barger, who Frenc Marie Texas and Paul West | that with the cuts and eliminations 
re Regge Rage Tak caaditinn os Att ti D : W I] has taken the house from Jones,|from Chicago arrived Sunday to|each company will be at least $400 
+cat wd eet ; . rac ons omg e Linick and Schaefer, on a five-year | open Monday (9) at the Central, New| or more better weekly. ° 
| tt 4 Tepantet several indies of- = lease. Although the lease starts on| York. Later they will shift to the nal a te Se ctnecinasi wai 
s > ‘ é : ublic : ; a A Stageh¢ ate / 
to fered to book in the same shows as Spot-booked attractions and ama- | Dec. 1, Barger expects to be open Republic and a Ps i pe Phy a eg eh Mey mais The car- 
ir RKO for half the salary. teur shows, wherever available, are|for business a week or so before a . nenker rate, 0 —F 
Ww The bill which opened at the Sev-| declared to be proving very suc- | that date. , ag ar ts Age — be sr The stagehands’ status reverts to 
to jie yesterday (9) is said to be|cessful for Publix in the New Jer-| This stock will be run separtely| will open at the Republic, New th jer of things in vogue last 
b oked on a percentage with the|sey territory. from Barger’s westside Academy. | York, Noy. 16. Meanwhile they con- | * pilcaty 4 o F er tn rac mes 
~ norton nantes taking . gamble. New Jersey and Staten Island are | Scheme at the Woods calls for new| tinue at the Academy in Chi. mene Rede sauna ove wale 
- basa in the division ruled from the home | ideas in burlesque presentation in Several others were also tenta- op Bae . wets 
« oom - ” . + e ai itral«r o icta rnhanrea Tew Oo ° , 
nt office by Dave Chatkin who is|°rder to snare the regular main tively enlisted for a change to New In cutting out the props the 
INDIAN FINED $125 fighting stronger than ever for ge ye “ sa te 7 York from Chicago. chorus girls will find their traveling 
, se ’ ‘ 
mae stage acts. He will provide them = ier nc e only burlesque hous worries multiplied. They will have 
saad ° 


234 West 44th St., New York 
Reverts to three days only again Another Columbia show has been Koom 700 
] next week. removed from the wheel without re- 





From the independent § ranks,| dy Kane, comedian, in leads. em ae nm 
d Mickey Aldrich has gone into the omen eet tore 
George Godfrey RKO agency. Abbott’s B’klyn Stock MATT BROOKS 
Frank Abbott, who resigned as In a Fanchon & Marco Idea 
Mason City’s Acts manager of the Central on Broad- with 
—- Mason City, Ia., Nov. 9. way, has taken a lease on the old 
— Tom Arthur, Cecil mananer, book- Empire in Brooklyn. He will play BEN BARD 
ing stage shows for five day en- burlesque stock. ; 
160 WEST a6" ST- gagements on a Monday to Friday tussell Carew has succeeded him er 
basis. at the Central. = 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY apts Biteecus decak 3 RHYTHM 
F. & M. in Billings on Sunday Philadelphia, Nov. 9. 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. Unless another postponement is DANCERS 
To break the Spokane to Denver | necessary, John Jermon will open | 
jump Fanchon & Marco is booking | burlesque stock in the Casino here | 2nd Consecutive Week 
N I [ IBIN its units into Billings, Mont., for | Nov. 16. at RKO Palace, N. Y. 
\ e . Sunday only. It’s the old Columbia wheel house. | RKO Dir. Harry A. Romm 
ee 
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Bogus Redskins s Collect for ‘Show- 
ing’ 
Chicago, Nov. 9. 
For accepting a showing date 
without pay and misrepresenting it 
to members of his band, Musicians’ 
union fined Chief Minnewecato $125 


in any part of his far-flung domain 
if there is indication they are 
wanted. Chatkin has promised this 
following his breaking of the ice in 
the Pennsylvania territory where on 
top of unexpected results in Wilkes- 
Barre, Chatkin immediately ordered 
vaude for Williamsport. After a 





Burlesque Changes 


Bee Cunningham in 
Madeline Laverne out. 


‘Novelties’; 


Film-Legit Combo 


Chicago, Nov. 9 
Eskel Gifford tab dramatic stock 
company went into the picture 
house Roseland-State, on the far 





to get along on less money, but 
won’t be permitted to carry trunks, 

Union rules designate trunks as 
part of props. The girls will have 
to make the wheel stands with their 
belongings packed in bags and suit- 
cases, 





on 10 days’ notice to pay off. Indian] sufficient opportunity to study re- Doris Birmingham replaces Kur-| southside of this burg yesterday 

band chief, whose real monicker is/ sults, these two towns will deter-|ley Kelly in ‘Playin’ Around.’ (8). House will operate on a legit- ° © = 
A. S. Meliboboss, went into the RKO| mine Chatkin on further spreading | Jean Romaro out, Gertrude Reed | film policy, splicing the 60-minute Not a Winning Week 
Englewood on one of the Tuesday |of combination policies. in, Ryan’s ‘Girls from Follies.’ Dud- | legit interludes between flickers. 

night previews, neglecting to tell} The New Jersey territory is a|ley Farnsworth, same show, sup- Gifford’s show will lean heavily on 


the others about the free ride. 
Meliboboss told Sam Roberts, who 
booked the act, that his men under- 
stood they would get no money and 
also mentioned that the band was 
composed of strictly Indian bloods. 
At the hearing before the union 
board it developed that only two 
were actually Indians while 12 
others were regular local layoffs. 





From Road to B’way 


Ben Blue, who arrives in New 
York next week after 40 RKO west- 
ern weeks in a jointly produced 
Max Gordon-Irving Yates vaude- 
ville unit, will play Moss. Broadway 
for two weeks starting Nov. 21, in- 
stead of continuing in the RKO 
New York theatres as previously 
booked. 

The unit was to have replayed 
the New York and eastern time 
upon returning from the road. This 
was called off by the booking of- 
fice on grounds that the repeat 
would be too early. 

After RKO cancelled the unit, 
Blue’s manager, Charlie Morrison, 
booked him at the Broadway. 


trifle doubtful in view of changing 
conditions over the years, the type 
of operations Publix has in that 
state, their locations, etc. Import- 
ant improvement in roads and ac- 
cessibility . of Atlantic City and 
other centers makes vaude more of 
a gamble, in Chatkin’s opinion. 

Amateur shows are working out 
well for Publix in Perth Amboy, 
Plainfield and Asbury Park, it is 
said. 





A Week Enough 


Frank Corbett, indie booker, after 
a week in Los Angeles, quit. He 
has returned to New York and Ar- 
thur Fisher. 





7 Days at Aurora 
Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Paramount, Aurora, Ill., becomes 
a seven-day vaude stand, starting 
Nov. 21 on a split week policy. 
Booked through RKO by Dick Ber- 
gen. 

Parthenon, Hammond, will play 
two days of vaude booked the same 
way. 
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planted by Ray Parsons. 





Waldron Doing Better 


Boston, Dec. 9. 
For the first time this season 
Charles H. Waldron is getting a 
money break on his Casino stock. 
For a time it looked as though 
Waldron would have to close, but he 
is pulling out of the red. 





Ideas at Audubon 


Although the Audubon, N. Y. is 
now under the direction of the 
Skouras Bros., the Fanchon & Mar- 
co Ideas which have been playing 
there one half of each week will 
continue under contract made by 
Fox office with F. & M. 

F. & M. units are booked up to 
Jan. 1. 





Tacoma H. O. Intact 


Tacoma, Nov. 9. 
RKO Keith’s, ordinarily a three- 
day stop on RKO’s intact route, is 
holding over the current unit for a 
full week, due to improved biz. The 
draw is the Gus Edwards headlin- 
ing act on the unit. 





Edgar Allen’s House 
Edgar Allen, former Fox vaude 
booker, has taken the Lyric, Allen- 
town, Pa., to book. 
It opens Nov. 12 with an eight- 
act bill for the last half. 





Aldrich for Godfrey 














comedy and veer away from the 
heavy melodramatics. Will do a 
brace of performances on week- 
days and three on week-ends. 
Carries a regulation Equity cast. 





Wheel Shows Stay In 


Columbia wheel shows are still 
playing the Apollo in West 125th 
street (uptown), though the Minsky 
office declared they would be dropped 
Saturday (7). 

The Columbias play in conjunc- 
tion with the Minsky house stock 
company. 

The new circuit slash and guar- 
antee reductions are said to have 
prompted the Minskys continuing 
the traveling shows at the Apollo. 





Team Separates 


Cliff Bragdon and Cuckoo Mor- 
rissey have separated, following 
their recent withdrawal from the 
burlesque wheel. 

Morrissey is getting a new comedy 
act ready for vaude with Jerry 
Mannes interested as producer. 





Raynor’s Show Off Wheel 


Sam Raynor’s outfit ended a dis- 
astrous season in Detroit. 





STOCK IN LOUISVILLE 


Louisville, Nov. 9. 
Kane Brothers have leased the 
Gayety, burlesque house, for stock 
burlesque, beginning Nov. 14. 
Fanny McEvoy, soubret, and Bud- 








The People’s’ stock burlesque 
closed without the house having a 
winning week. 


The old theatre on the Bowery 
doesn’t appear to have any further 
b.o. lure, the nabe taking to the 
cheap film bargains, 

It was a co-op proposition from 
the start headed by Jack Rose, who 
staged the shows, 





K. C. Burlesque Stock 


Kansas City, Nov. 9. 


Gayety, former home ef Columbia 
burlesque, is open with stock bur- 
lesque, management of Maurice W. 
Cain. Two shows daily with $1 
at night and 50c for mats. 

Joe Yule, Tommy Levene, Fran 
Penny. Sid Gold, Bob Sand- 
berg, Thelma Lawrence, Cathleen 
Schultz, Flo Oxford, Verne Sullivan 
and a local chorus in the company. 





LEO BAYER 
AUTHOR 
VAUDEVILLE MATERIAL 
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LEE WILMOT 
and 
RALPH PETERS 


Fanchon & Marco's 
“VACATION DAYS” IDEA 
Direction WILLIAM PERLBERG 
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r 
PARAM her personality alone. Ben Bernie 
pr N. Y. thinks she’s ready for stardom, or ROXY 
ew York, Nov. 7. so he told the customers at her! fhe great gasp at the Roxy this 
Flexability of the Paramount’s/| debut. She’s been his protege for weit A pet, A “4 ah yh 
stage policy, particularly the man-|two years. After Miss Janis had © stag’ ow going 
ner in which it allows strong and| registered unanimously with her| naughty. A muscle dancer, no less, ' 
special build-ups for any names that Rage re a. grrr me and what a muscle dancer! Scene is = 
may be secured, is probably its; ters invite ernie up, and the lat- : 
great advantage dver the unit sys.| ter walked down the aisle and up to| °" Arab tent, with the vocal en EMBASSY implements is dumped into fyr. 


tem, Bing Crosby is the featured 
stage personality this week. Doubt- 
ful whether the theatre could have 


been so helpful for this singing 
single if confined to a unit’s limit- 
ations. 


Crosby (New Acts) is on the stage 
twice and a third time sings off- 
stage as accompanist for a dance 
production. There’s no chance for 
anyone ever to forget that he’s the 
big man this week. Not a bad 
method, either, especially when the 
central figure stands up under the 
plugging strain. Crosby does. 

Picture is Ruth Chatterton’s 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par). Rubinoff and 
the Crawford’s standard house fea- 
tures contribute their usual guar- 
antee against complete floppage for 
any Par theatre bill, Combination 
Saturday afternoon was drawing 
good enough biz, though not ca- 
pacity. 

Stage show opens and closes on 
Crosby as the center of the picture. 
Starter is an interior set lighted 
from the rear for silhouette effect. 
Crosby is singing to a girl. When 
the traveler closes Crosby steps up 
to the apron for the customary ‘I’m 
glad to be here’ hoke. His second 
song is delivered while seated on 
the rising organ, played by Mrs. 
Crawford. He steps back to the 
apron for his third vocal, this bring- 


tell what a great performer he 
thought Miss Janis was. Good 
judgment of the bandman to have 
withheld the plug from the stage 
until the audience could judge for 
itself. That response to the Bernie 
popularity wouldn't have been fair 
to the girl. 

For the next 20 minutes Jack Pep- 
per and two of his stooges kept un- 
leashing a steady rat-tat of laugh- 
ter from all parts of the house. 
Third of the stooges didn’t show for 
the first performance. Pepper cut 
his own warbling contributions 
down to mere mention, leaving it to 
the two Hebe zanies to sock out one 
laugh wallop after the other. They 
can not only handle a gag with 
surefire precision, but they can hoof 
and play the violin and piano, one 
of them almost like a virtuoso in 
the latter two departments. It 
didn’t take long for that audience 
to be theirs with the walkoff palm- 
whacking as big as anything heard 
here in some time. 


Eddie House contributed a divert- 
ing organlog called ‘Nominations for 
the Hall of Fame,’ and outside of 
the six news clips the screen, in the 
short-subject category, unreeled a 
long commercial showing the build- 
ing of the 1,000-mile natural gas 
pipe line from Texas to Chicago; 
Bill Hay, of WMAQ and Amos '‘n’ 
Andy fame, did a McNamee for the 


semble ranged right and left against 
the tent walls in appropriate desert 
costumes, and an Amazonian con- 
tortion dancer taking the center of 
the stage for a deliberate and em- 
phatic wriggle routine, her heroic 
proportions inadequately garbed in 
simple trunks and brassiere. 

Making the purpose and intent 
sure, the Roxyettes come into the 


scene for an ensemble routine, like- 
wise dressed in the clinging gar- 
ments of the oriental dancer, bare of 
hip and torso. The line steps are 
chaste enough but the dressing and 
the central specialty girl are a new 
departure for the Cathedral. Patri- 
cia Bowman likewise gets into the 
sequence for a solo session, dressed 
likewise in flowing skirts, but rather 
more sufficiently costumed for her 
mild version of the wild abandon of 
the nomad technique, the dance 
also including some vivid panto- 
mime in a dance addressed to the 
community’s Sultan or Sheik or 
whatever it is in Arab tents. 


The Oriental motif is played up 
in another stage episode, apparently 
designed as appropriate to the 
Indian chapter in the current fea- 
ture, ‘Friends and Lovers’ (RKO). 
This employs a troup of 13 Arab 
tumblers working before a mosque- 
like back drop, masked by a prac- 


ing the show into full stage and the | subject, and, stepping out of his ele- | tical wall, and the Roxyettes in the 


first girl number. 


n 
An introductory Oriental in exotic] other than Scotch gags. 


costumes plus Chinese silver finger- 
nails by the Danny Dare girls pre- 
cedes Vanessi’s first dance. Before 
getting into action she poses scan- 
tily clad during the line girls’ 
routine. Vanessi knows how to sell 
appearance through dancing and she 
does it in both chances here. The 
second is the rumba from her vaude- 
ville turn, danced in the final scene 
of this presentation. 


&>Jimmy Conlin and Myrtle Glass 


in their knockabout pianolog divide 
the two main stage parts. As an 
idea of what a mugger is up against 
in a picture house, Conlin seemed 
almost good looking here. But his 
piano stuff and comedy alone and 
with Miss Glass couldn’t be missed 


nent, showed that he could crack 
Commer- 


subsidized by the Samuel Insull in- 
terests. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 5. 

Harold B. Franklin has a prob- 
lem on his hands with the Par. He 
knew it from the start, admittedly, 
and with courage he tested the 
stage show thing, but hasn't as yet 
bested it so far as this site is con- 
cerned. No theorizing now what’s 
the matter. 


He gives ’em Chevalier at a 
$15,000 investment, and the best he 


uniform of the French Foreign 
Legion, for military drills, a unison 


cial reel impressed as something|tap routine and finally a climax in 


wall climbing after the old zouave 
idea. It all works into a war effect 
climax to the tune of the ‘Marsel- 
laise.’ Tumblers’ contribution is 
fast and spectacular, with special 
reference to striking pyramid build- 
ing, the understander at one time 
holding not less than 10 people in a 
cluster on his shoulders. Three of 
the Arabians are women—or in 
women’s garb—and as active as the 
rest in acrobatic feats. Troup is 
programmed as the Liazeed Co. 


Specialty introduced in the display 
is handled by Mills and Shea, made 
up of travesty acrobatics and a neat 
number filling a gap between the 
Arabian display and the Roxyette 


or miss anywhere. They have a fat| C4” do is $1,000 in the black. That's | pit. 


boy in support now. He hoofs and 
ghosts offstage for the dancing cur- 
tain biz. 


Cafe set for the finish, with 


perhaps quite noteworthy consider- 
ing the long string of red weeks 
during the Publix regime, and also 
since, including possibly the cur- 


Finale discards the Oriental idea 
entirely, and in deference to Armis- 
tice Day, which comes about mid- 
week, stages a fitting patriotic tab- 


Crosby called on twice to sing. His| Tent week with a Chatterton on the | jeqaux. Stage is dimly set as a bat- 


stuff is carried through a mike 
wherever he stands, making it seem 
the stage is flooded with micro- 
phones. Two are in the open. 

In Crosby the Paramount has a 
single who entertains and perhaps 
a name that will attract a little 
money. Another CBS radio turn, 
also vocal, is booked in the Para- 
mount for later on. Paramount- 


screen. 


With the swell David Mendoza 
orchestra no longer 55 men, but 
considerably reduced, on stage, he 
still has a truly noteworthy instru- 
mental team in his theatre, yet 
Franklin seems unable to make ’em 
buy it. When they went for Che- 
valier the femmes beat that 50c 
barrier by flocking in at 35c be- 


tle field with French soldiers grouped 
on one side and American dough- 
boys on the other, apparently in 
twin bivoucs, the center space be- 
ing vaguely suggestive of no man’s 
land. The whole stage picture is 
faced with a scrim upon which 
misty night clouds drift slowly. 


Opposite soldier groups sing ‘It’s 
a Long, Long Trail,’ and for finale 


Publix is making use of its radio| fore one o’clock, with the rest of the | the surpliced figure of a woman ap- 


affiliation. Makes RKO look that 

much worse for failing to capitalize 

its own (NBC) opportunities. 
Bige. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 7. 

Though everything about the cur- 
rent stare assembly spells compara- 
tively meagre money, it’s a nice lit- 
tle package of entertainment. It’s 
tuneful, lively and funny. Lack of 
a box-office name to blaze across the 
marquee may have been responsible 
for the slow, uneven start at the 
turnstile. It’ll be up to the feature, 
‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col), and the 
star, Jean Harlow, to bring them to 
the window, with the outlook to that 
end not so sanguine. But once in, 
it’s a cinch they'll be satisfied and 
sent away happy. 

With Frankie Masters moving 
deftly and not too talkatively in and 
out as the m.c., the stage affair 
shoved off. Band took the initial 
spot for a whimsical arrangement 
that brought into play a flock of in- 
direct lighting and phosphorescent 
blackouts. 

Five youngsters, the Jim Jam 
Girls, romped on for a fast and 
furious ragout of acrobatic bits. It 
Was a pell-mell profusion of flip- 
flops, cartwheels, front-overs, back- 
bends and rope-skipping, with the 
tempo increasing as they shot 
through an otherwise simple routine. 
Quintet had little difficulty in regis- 
tering solidly here. 

Blackout between Masters and 
.Wwivienne Janis could have been 
clipped from the continuity to the 
show’s advantage. It was the now 
moss-grown gag about the husband, 
the wife, the lover, and every word 
spoken with an ‘s’. If anything, it 
weakened the introductory build-up 





for Miss Janis when it came her 


turn to go into her own act. But 
this blonde, known to the habitues 
of the College Inn and the midnight 
listeners of station WBBM, found it 
easy to make the hurdles in her 
Oriental debut. Here is a piquant 
personality, a nicely balanced self- 
assurance, a deftness for interpret- 
ing a comedy song number. But the 
thing she needs most and lacks is a 
pair of pipes that will carry a well- 
rounded tone across the footlights 
and into the upper reaches of the 
balcony. 

Perhaps she can get there with 


day sluggish, notably in the eve- 
ning, for the real dough intake. 


Even Franklin’s competish is 
rooting for him. There’s an ulte- 
rior angle in that they look to him 
as a pacemaker and torchbearer to 
pep up the ol’ sluggish downtown, 
but thus far, while they too have 
been forced to adding live enter- 
tainment, it’s still blah, 


True, this current show is no cri- 
terion. The ‘Dream of the Big 
Parade,’ an elaborate ill. song in 
actuality from a Jack Mills’ tune, 
with some of those hokum pome 
patters, isn’t big time any longer. 
The straight musical hors d'oeuvres 
preceding was much more impres- 
sive, with the Mendozaites mixing 
up the ‘Fledermaus’ waltz and a 
little ‘Student Price’ with con- 
temporaneous pops. The toy bal- 
let was the second stanza, and then 
the military finale, with a literal 
American flag climax, naturally ac- 
counted for by Armistice day, but 
still suggesting something lacking. 


Max Lerner is tenor soloist with 
the male ensemble in the vocaliza- 
tions. The military finale was 
rather gloomy in its general im- 
port, with an arm-slung and 
smoked-goggled war vet vocalizing 
on one side of the rostrum. As an 
anti-war message oke, but as stage 
fare, establishing in these times a 
little Pollyanna wouldn't be such 
a bad idea on the whole. 

‘Once a Lady’ (Par-Chatterton) 
feature; Par short, Screen Souve- 
nirs,’ old-time clips, with comedy 
chatter, and newsreel, plus usual 
trailers, on screen, 


Lou McDermott, presentation 
stager, and Mendoza leave in a 
couple of weeks. Franklin’s new 
stage policy has yet to be decided 
at this writing. He’s committed to 
the idea that a town of 1,200,000 
should support big stage shows. 


Other showmen now contend that 
despite the numerical population 
the geographical situation of L. A. 
with its sundry communities miti- 
gates against downtown patronage. 
Too many naborhood sectors like 
Hollywood, Beverly, West Holly- 
wood, Westwood and others keep 
’em in their nabes, saving on the 
old petrol (everybody drives out 
here), not to mention that 50c park- 
ing fee tap at the nearest-to-the- 


pears under a spotlight mounted 
high in the middle background for 
the solo of ‘Nearer My God to Thee.’ 
The singer is Martha Attwood, so- 
praro of the Metropolitan company, 
and her impressive voice gives a 
fine touch of dignity to an appro- 
a observance of the war memo- 
rial. 


Feature picture runs 60 minutes, 
the rest of the film program being 
a Mickey Mouse cartoon short, one 
of Walter Futter’s ‘Curiosities,’ and 
the newsreel. Medley of standard 
operatic arias forms the overture, 
working up to a crashing crescendo 
in a full volume climax of the Roxy 
symphonists, a feature that brought 
unusual applause, Rush. 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Nov. 6. 
This week's show, titled ‘Hittin’ 
the Deck,’ looks like it might have 
been underwritten by the Navy 
League. Show waves the flag and 
for good effect. While waving the 


flag is not done here often, when 
it is done they do it right. Eddie 
Weisfeldt has put on an opening 
and a closing productlon number 
that alone are endugh to establish 
this show. The talent, while not 
entirely naval in type, are cos- 
tumed in the night uniforms to fit 
in. Even Eduard Werner and Bob 
Nolan are togged up in brass but- 
tons. Talent headed by the Three 
Sailors and the Three Queens, billed 
here as Queen, Queen and Queen, 
and Paul Kirkland. 


Opening is preceded with Brenk- 
ert effects on the travelers depict- 
ing a battleship under way. Trav- 
elers back to allow for naval clips 
showing ships in action on the 
screen. Stage lights up with band 
on, set being the quarter deck of 
a battleship with the guns over- 
head. Eduard Werner directing the 
opening number, military in char- 
acter. The first glimpse of the set 
brought forth a response of ap- 
plause, 

The combination of the colorful 
set with the life sized gun turret 
with the martial music plaved by 
the entire Michigan orchestra of 25 
men instead of the usual stage 
band of 15 got the most hardened 








Par auto park. Abel. 


of them to loosen up on applause. 


Whether it’s an act or not, and 
newsreel people say it’s the McCoy, 
the biggest laugh in many weeks at 
both newsreel houses is being pro- 
voked by the nancified owner of a 
tiny dog awarded a medal for hero- 
ism at the recent animal gathering 
in New York. 

Cold weather is benefiting one 
theatre and apparently detracting 
from the other. Saturday after- 
noon when there wasn’t a seat to 
be had in this theatre there were 
plenty of holes in the Luxer. From 
the standpoint of programs both 
were almost. identical in standard 
news coyerage and, with the ex- 
ception of Universal's freak group 
at the Luxer, practically on the 
same level in entertainment values. 
Difference in location of the houses 
is thus most strikingly recorded as 
the major reason for the variance 
in attendances. Wither that or the 
horde of newsreel fans cannot get 
accustomed to the Luxer’s lighting 
system. 

Newsreels more and more are fol- 
lowing events on the calendar that 
occur seasonly, just as the seasons, 
themselves, change. Hoover buys 
the first Red Cross stamp this year 
like the last. The Prince of Wales 
presents another regiment with a 
flag. Bavarian girls do some more 
dancing. Maryland has a chance 
to get a plug for her turkeys. 
Italy’s great laugh getter will do 
reviewing anytime as will poli- 
ticlans submit to interviews on 
formal subjects and children will 
sing and skate. But the newsreel 
people claim it’s all news. 


Political inquisitions and the run 
of shootings and murders which the 
newspapers feature are more and 
more being skimmed over, if 
touched at all, by many of the reels. 
Propaganda rather than bonafide 
occurrences seems to be the pre- 
vailing taste of newsreel city desks. 


With football on the screen, as 
in the bowl, increasing in public 
favor, no reel has yet used any ap- 
parent ingenuity in covering a 
game. No one, evidently, has 
thought of introducing the camera 
platform on the football field the 
same as at many prize fights. While 
there is naturally no comparison in 
area between the two there is un- 
questionably little doubt that an 
intimacy and clarity of plays would 
be provided the newsreels by such 
a perch in any part of the field 
beyond points of interference. 


Married women who are not 
heads of families should give their 
jobs to the needy. This stereo- 
typed theory is advanced by a wo- 
man magazine writer. 


Embassy evidently didn’t use all of 
its footage on Washington bridge 
last week. Now trick photography 
is introduced. It’s getting the 
laughs since fans never seem to 
tire of oddities. 


Although the coverage of the 
Michigan-Princeton game is un- 
usually good, and far better than 
the same for the Notre-Dame-Car- 
negie Tec clash, Fox-Hearst in the 
current sports excels in horseflesh. 


That high jump in Australia is 
worth the price of admission. With 
the exception of one, every rider 
with, or without, his horse takes 
a bad spill. English steeplechase 
and galloping at the Belmont track 
are included. 


Broadway cokies have a hard 
time suppressing sighs when what 
looks like a ton of the stuff and 


naces at New York’s polic 
quarters. 


The Akron’s first voyage 
New York is well covered from 
within as well as without. Same 
aro for both theatres so that it 
ooks as though one camerams 
the job for all. _— 

While LaFollette is recorded ag 
opposing the war debt moratorium 
a society deb talks about youth an i 
the need for new prohibition laws 

Helen Madison, Londos in acti ' 
Spanish bullfighting, and Maver 
Walker are among the remainin 
clips. Waly . 


TRANSLUX 


Paramount carries Wall Street te 
Washington via Topeka this week, 
through an interview with a Kansag 


senator who gets on the record t 
the time has arrived when the deve 
ernment should put an end to paper 
bears of the short size. 


College boys pelt each other in 
England and America on the Luxer 
screen. Over here they fight for a 
glove while on the other side flour 
bombs are hurled. 


While coverage of the marriage of 
Queen Marie’s niece to a commoner 
is the same in both theatres, Pathe’s 
talking reporter explains to the au- 
dience with English accent the 
great condescension which has been 
made, 


Luxer on the sex angle gets Bert- 
rand Russell to say briefly that 
there should be one standard for 
man and wife. If the government 
takes over the job of rearing chil- 


© head. 





dren Russell sees the time when 
matrimony will be conspicuously 
altered. 


Universal beat the other reels in 


getting a film record of the new 
lights in the Statue of Liberty's 
crown. 


Paramount also is stepping up, 
It is ahead on several subjects, in- 
cluding the filming of Ruth Nichols’ 
burned plane in Louisville and an 
interview with a nine-year old boy 
who rescued his mother from a 
burning home. 


With a wrestling clip on the pro- 
gram and coverage of football 
games, Pathe is the first to remind * 
that the hocky season is close at 
hand, It pictures the Rangers in 
practice at Springfield, Mass. 


Hunk Anderson doesn’t credit a 
college diploma with carrying much 
in the line of grammar. He’s strictly 
football and Notre Dame, however, 
and probably uses all of those 
‘thems’ in the wrong place just for 
emphasis. He talks about the old 
and the new uniforms and then 
demonstrates why the lighter of the 
two is the safer for the wearer. 
Young Charlie Chaplin is telling 
the fans he wants to follow father’s 
footsteps. It’s some publicity for 
children’s trip to Europe. 


Universal’s curios include a lot of 
laughs and interest with most of 
the mirth summed up in those Me- 
Namee’s sarcasms. Among them 
are: World’s tiniest library; Coney 
Island in a Tacoma backyard; raze 
ing Chicago's first skycraper; blows 
ing up a mountain; Switzerland's 
favorite game: the Dartmouth and 
Yale game; Los Angeles’ puppy 
laundry; wedding with Bohemian 
trimmings in Chicago corkscrew 
factory. 

The first of Floyd Gibbons Radio- 
Pathe series, titled ‘The Great De- 
cision,’ is shown. It has been ree 
viewed in ‘Variety.’ Waly. 


aD 





Using no overture, the opening or- 
chestral number partly taking it’s 
place was worked up into a pretty 
long opening, but still getting the 
show going okay. Nolan interpo- 
lated a vocal chorus and at the 
conclusion the line of 16 girls went 
into a good eccentric routine. Well 
executed and reflecting credit on 
the dance producer, Freda Evans. 

The Three Queens on next for 
a well routine tap trio. Doing all 
the usual, they had no trouble in 
getting across. A routine that per- 
haps might be considered stereo- 
typed if done by three men was 
nevertheless liked as done by three 
femmes. Paul Kirkland on next 
with his ladder, which got across, 
then into his tissue paper cone jug- 
gling bit. This specialist worked 
himself so that every minute he is 
on he keeps the interest. His hoke 
dancing as the time filler also fits. 

The Three Sailors on next got 
a laugh with their entrance and had 
them giggling all th2 time they 
didn’t have them laughing right 
out. These boys seen here for the 
first time at popular prices can 
play anywhere, and what they lack 
in box office name value they make 
up for in audience reaction. For 
the finale they did expert tap danc- 
ing. 

The set on this show cost a lit- 
tle more money than usual here. 
The line of 16 girls means four 
extra and the talent not costing 
too much reads into a show that 
will help business for this house. 





STANLEY, J. C. 
Jersey City, Nov. 7. 
It’s radio week here and the show 
opens in darkness with Ed Lowry 


and a radio faintly seen. He am 
nounces a mike and the light rises 
to a misty blue, disclosing the 2 
Stanley girls and the orchestra. 
The scrim is raised and the girls 
are shown in skirts, three to.® 
color, and they dance and pose pret’ 
tily. Lowry sings and then an- 
nounces a surprise. Going out 
returns as Maurice Chevalier, 8i¥- 
ing a brief but good imitation. 

He next brings in the real Phil 
Cook, who gets a great reception 
and plays all his radio characters 
Lowry does a Rudy Vallee, going 
to sleep on the floor. Lee Morse, 
also welcomed, sings several — 
bers through an amplifier. It mié ; 
have been better had she done 
least one urassisted mechanically, 
but she clicks. 

The Sisters of the Skillet eo 
They answer some letters an 
stage imitations of well known aes 
characters through the ampli / 
Ending with the Amos 1 ye 
group, they arouse a storm of chet 
plause by an excellent Bro 
Crawford. They are both funny 
good. 


Baby Rose Marie . con 
vothi ally ller 
Nothing is usually du sifterent- 


child actor, but this one is ¢ 
(Continued on Page 38) 
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BING CROSBY 

ongs 
a N. Y. 

Bing Crosby is the leader among 
the current flock of popular song 
paritones on the radio. And the first 
to be recognized as possessing suifil- 
cient importance to rate stage head- 
lining. Crosby in about two months 
on the New York air for CBS has 
met with some popularity. His disc 
rep preceded him east. He might 
mean enough now to bring some 
money into the Paramount, though 
not enough to make the entertain- 
ment angle secondary. 

That Crosby still entertains more 
than he draws keeps him out of the 
freak headliner class. He’s as pleas- 
ant to hear on a stage as on the 
radio, for at the large Paramount 
they rigged up a stageful of micho- 
phones for him. : 

Crosby isn’t a novice on a stage, 
another advantage for him over the 
average radio name crashing the 
theatre. He saw an audience before 
he saw the inside of a radio studio, 
so he must know audiences. When 
with Whiteman’s Rhythm Boys he 
gtruck a battered cymbal for em- 
phasis with a drumstick and made 
a noise like a goose. 

Crosby is also at home in a tux, 
and fronts okay. At the Paramount, 
in a presentation constructed around 
him, he sings five numbers, two in 
person and one offstage as accom- 
paniment for a ballet. He didn’t 
register in the wallop way with this 
picture house audience, but they 
liked him enough to qualify the 
booking. 

The baricrooner is booked for an 
indef run between the New York 
and Brooklyn Pars. Bige. 





PERT KELTON 

Comedy, Dancing, Singing 

11 Mins.; One and Two (Special) 
86th St. 

Formerly of vaude, later with 
musicals and more recently making 
talker shorts, Pert Kelton comes 
back with a routine and a perform- 
ance that has a fine bite. Played 
No. 2 up here and a strong selection 
for that spot here or elsewhere. 

Miss Kelton dresses in view of the 
mob, curtains in one parting for 
that. Nothing novel about the 
changes under audience eyes, but it 
gives the folks something to look 
at instead of having them twiddling 
thumbs if it were offstage. 

At outset the diminutive little 
comedienne appears in very abbre- 
viated, laughy dress to burlesque a 
Spanish song and dance number. 
Changing, she turns next to ballet, 
mixing up the gag of dancing a la 
ballerina with a burlesqued colora- 
tura bit, both funny. As a little 
Dutch girl, a hardshoe legit is fol- 
lewed with a brief interlude with 
the trombone and Miss Kelton’s fav 
impersonation, that of Charlie 
Chaplin. 

Across nicely to a good hand at 
the Thursday night show. Char. 





BARR and LaMARR 
Comedy 

12 Mins.; One 
Jefferson. 

This mixed team under this title 
is new to the files. They are sure- 
footed and know where they are go- 
ing every minute. On second, it was 
a little difficult for them to get 
things moving. After warming up 
they did okay and finished in good 
style. 

Woman makes a good foil for the 
man’s comedy. She also shows 
Pleasing pipes in a ballad. The man 
is dressed neatly and gains laughs 
by punching over points face front. 
The act in a later spot will prob- 
ably not riot an audience, but will 
make good. Earl. 





JANE ALLEN and Co. (6) 
Songs and Dances 

14 Mins.; Full 

Jefferson 

Jane Allen’s new turn specializes 
in dancing, giving her support 
plenty of opportunity. 

Four boys and two girls besides 
Miss Allen. The boys hold the most 
attention by combined hoofing. 

Miss Allen is animated and be- 
sides a yocal fling goes in for fast 
acrobatic stepping. 

The act goes in for more formal 
Gress than similar turns, which 
aids its stage appearance. While 
bringing nothing new in dancing, 





the Allen turn entertains. 
Mark. 

RAMON and VIRGINIA 

ancers 
8 Mins.; Full 
Audubon 
te ombination is a little better 
lan the average run of dancers 


doing a routine that calls for adagio 
yk. Poses and acrobatics. Miss 
Jrginia is short of stature, but her 
81ze 
er in some neckbreaking swings. 
Man handles the girl neatly and 


fren Some ground akro work be- 
dhe the double stuff. Holds at- 
ntion through the risks taken by 


the little femme. Mark. 


enables her partner to handle | 


LEON JANNEY 


Songs 
10 Mins.; One 
RKO, L. A. 

Picture youngster is okay for 
vaude. Should mean business 
among the kids. Plenty of person- 
ality despite a disposition to act 
which should be toned down. He 


never mentions his pictures or Hol- 


the coast. 
Act includes imitations of Chev- 


alier and Marlene Dietrich. Both 
bear marked resemblance to the 
players. Between the imitations is 


a dramatic recitation about a kid 
who wants to go back to the work- 
house instead of living at home 
with his father and stepmother. 
That stepmother business is too 
much. But at one time Janney’s 
mother had him reciting ‘Boots,’ so 
the stepmother poem may be a les- 
ser evil. 

Young Janney has a personality 
that is infectious, ditto a smile and 
a trick laugh. At $750 weekly he’s 
a bet for any house. Outside of his 
stage work he handles club lunch- 
eon appearances well and is a high 
ranking Boy Scout. Chance for ex- 
ploitation and they don’t have to 
be afraid of him delivering from 
the stage after he’s sold. 

When Janney’s a little more sure 
footed his dance, to close, should 
be oke. Bud Murray staged the act. 


Current Janney pictures are 
‘Penrod and Sam’ and ‘Father's 
Son,’ both WB. Call. 


GEORGE McKAY (4) 

Comedy, Dancing, Singing 

20 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Jefferson. ‘4 

George McKay, the same George 
of McKay ahd Ardine, has had some 
trouble finding himself an act since 
his trife and stage partner retired. 
He need look no farther, ’cause this 
new one is the answer. Assisted by 
Ann Boland, Kay Hoevel, Eva Frisk 
and Juanita Wright, McKay sells 20 
minutes of peachy entertainment. 
The girls are talented and all look- 
ers. The act is peppy, well dressed 
and scenically smart. 

McKay lends a personality to the 
whole thing and welds it together 
in fine style. His ‘All In The Way 
I Do It’ song is neat and a swell 
anti-climax to the red hot finish. 
The girls tap, sing, dance and read 
lines. 

Top to bottom act should find no 
trouble sailing along. On fifth here, 
it finished in the money. Earl. 


ROSE KRESS TRIO 
Roller Skating 

6 Mins.; Three 
Chester 

Only member of the trio with bill- 
ing is of the former Rose and Irene 
Kress skating quartet. Beyond the 
billing she’s not identified, for either 
of the two femmes in this combina- 
tion could be Rose Kress. They do 
about the same amount of work. 
Turn is better than the average 
skater through the women. 

Man does one solo, composed 
mainly of eagle spreads, and other- 
wise is the supporter during twirls. 
Women’s first costumes could be 
improved. Later they strip to span- 
gled union suits, and their appear- 
ance is a help. 

Technically, there’s nothing here 
away from the ordinary in the trick 
skating line. Bige. 


SNOWBALL and WILLIE 
Blackface Comedy 
6 Mins.; One 
Englewood, Chicago 

These boys are trying to break 
into vaude after a spell of radio 
work locally. On the air for a long 
ftime, they never impressed as far 
as a commercial, with the reason 
mainly lack of substantial material. 

Here as over the ether the boys 
show that same discrepancy. Their 
delivery of what little and mostly 
poor material they have is much 
too slow for vaude consumption. 
And the singing done by one should 
by all means be cut out. 

Snowball and Willie do show an 
aptitude for trying and if they can 
connect with the right kind of ma- 


terial it might look entirely dif- 
ferent. Span. 
THREE JACKS 
Tap Dancing 
7 Mins.; One 
State 

Three neat-appearing boys dressed 
alike and working on their own 


dancing mat. They do about every- 
thing vaude has seen in tap work 
the past two years. They are young, 
which probably accounts for the vim 
and speed they put inte their work. 
Time and a little mellowing will 
show the boys their only error, 
which is obvious effort. 

When and if they get the knack 
of doing what they do in an effort- 
less manner, they will be knocking 


lat the door of success. 





Joys are all dark haired. Why 
are all tap dancers black haired? 
There was formerly another act 
called Three Jacks, but they were 


singers. Earl. 





lywood, which may be a gesture on | 


LOOP-END 


(OPENING BILL) 

Chicago, Novy. 7. 

Capacity at the inaugural mati- 
nee is the best encouragement 
vaudeville has gotten in this town 
since Vitaphone. It was Saturday, 
of course, and lots of paper out, but 
only 1:40 when the first show was 
over. Even the Palace is thankful 
to fill the main floor by that hour. 





At 50 cents Jones, Linick & 
Schaeffer is wisely giving the pub- 
lic lots of value. That jinx sup- | 
posed to attach to the house, the} 


former Rialto, 


dicap. After all, it’s State street 


after four years of | 


burlesque, may not be such a han- - ; ; 
; 4 | gan the hoke. Lydia Harris, follow- 
reception | 


and the flow of pedestrians is hard- | 


ly fastidious. Reopening across 


| the street of the old Leiter depart- 





ment store under Sears, 
guidance will help provide 
tional housewife prospects for 
afternoons. 

Meanwhile the house has 
scrubbed, brushed, painted 


addi- 
the 


been 
and 





‘YOUTH—SWEET AND HOT’ 
Revue 

15 Mins.; Two and Full 
Fordham 

A combo that bases first call on 
an audience’s attention on pre- 
cocity of the personnel. Four girls 
and a boy, with the latter doing a 
bit of m. cing and singing, his 
voice being of the boy soprano 
specie. The girls also sing a little, 
but display most talent in dancing 
ranging from toe and acrobatic to 
syncopated. 

Opening has the outfit dressed in 
youthful garb to more accentuate 
the apparent youth of the five and 
indicates that a show is to be put 
on by the boy (Little Larry), whom 
the girls call Mickey. Then to a 
change of setting and dress by all. 
The opening seems a waste. 

The juve m. c. cracks a few gags 
with his piping voice, hard to dis- 
tinguish even close up. Robert 
Sisters do two numbers, getting 
fair results on their combined tap- 
ping. Mary Bailere then gives the 
turn more stage impetus with a 
neat bit of toe dancing. Jean Good- 
ner stands out with some acrobatic 
dancing, displaying skill and agil- 
ity that will go even farther. 

The unquestionable kid-like ap- 
pearance of the little troupe and 
the specialties of the girls in par- 
ticular should keep the act moy- 


ing. Mark. 
HOWARD EMERSON (10) 

Band 

22 Mins.; Full 

Lyric 


This crew calls itself a recording 
orchestra, which can cover a multi- 
tude of meanings, according to who 
makes it. Gotten from the anun- 
ciator that way, but Emerson, him- 
self, a slight edition in stature of 
Horace Heidt, lets on during the 
performance that the phrase might 
mean the band broadcasts from 
Luna Park, Coney Island, during 
the summer. 

Crew employs the usual style of 
band presentation, with no especial 
settings and musicians clad in tux. 
Good enough as it goes, and as a 
neighb attraction and minor spots 
infrequent yaude customers will like 
it. It's a deucer or a finalist for 
programs of that order. Better song 
arrangements can lift the aggrega- 
tion. For otherwise rhythm and 
harmony okay. 

Among the numbers offered is the 
‘Tiger Rag’ and a college medley. 
Boys on the instruments out for 
specialties, with the pianist and 
banjoist particularly so, the pianist 
singing, banjoist' soft shoeing. 
Neither not bad and the pianist 
sporting a baritone voice for ballads 
with a trill. Shan. 


BYTONETTES (12) 
Dancing Ensemble | 
14 Mins.; Full Stage 
Englewood, Chicago 

This act gets its name from the 
producer, Dorothy Byton. Six boys 
and as many girls comprise the en- 
semble, with the usual specialties 
spotted in and around. 

30ys were recently used at the 
Oriental. Whether the girls are the 
same as in the picture house makes 
no difference. The routines are 
practically the same, only they don't 
stand out as much. 

That's because it lacks production. 
Nothing of the kind was given the 
group here, and naturally made it 
tougher to sell. But the lads and 
lassies are capable hoofers and look 
nice. With the right kind of back- 
ground, lighting effects, staging, etc., 
could be whipped into something at- 
tractive. Span. 


SILLY SULLYS (4) 
Trarapoline Comedy 

7 Mins.; Full (Special) 
86th St. 





Trampoline act of above usual | 
|of a name, Just to see a screen face 


rating, with agility of performance 
and comedy setting it a little apart 
from the rank and file of openers 


of this type. Well dressed and 
flashy-looking, it’s k. o. for most 
any bill. 

Four men, attired differently, | 
stand out in their horizontal bar | 


work which with this act becomes 
an important part of the routine. 
Comedy is Nght but manages to 
raise a few pleasingly amused 
laughs. 
Opened here and well liked. 
Char. 


Roebuck | 





manned by military ushers and dis- | LYRIC MUSIC HALL 


plays soime of the sidewalk decora- 
tions recently at the Woods. It still 
is a great vaude house, wide rather 
than deep, easy to hear and having 
no noticeable accoustical difficul- 
ties. 

Remembering that 
like to laugh, Johnny 
gathered an opening Dill that’s 
studded with hokum. And _ they 
laughed as of yore qgnd were easily 
induced to use their mitts for pur- 
poses of endorsement. All in all, the 


they used to 
Jones has 


Loop-End got off to a muscular 
start. ' 
Gordon and Day, who finally 


produce bicycles and ride them, be- 


and to a welcoming 
Chicago favorite, whammed 
over four numbers in that stentor- 
ian. rafter-vibrating contralto of 
hers. Her thigh-thumping subter- 
ranean gutturalisms would probably 
be show stopping in a nice refined 
$5.50 book musical 

West, Lake and Hane, a dancing 
turn with stress laid on the slap- 
stick, was also in keeping with the 
tummy-twitching traditions of the 


ing 


as a 


bill. They brought the bill to the 
headliner, Mae Murray, at $3,000 
per. She answered Johnny Jones’ 


need for a name to start the new 
policy and make it something more 
than just ‘six acts of vaudeville.’ 

On account of the five frolics 
scheduled for Saturday and Sunday 
Miss Murray confined herself to an 
Argentina tango and the standard 
Merry Widow waltz. She got over 
nieely. 

Bobby Henshaw, supported by his 
faithful ukulele and the pert Wilde 
Sisters, then picked up the comedy 
after the brief interlude of refine- 
ment provided by Miss Murray. 
Henshaw carried on and left the 
customers well primed and in 
laughing mood for Howard, Fine 
and Howard. That’s the stooge trio 


headed by Schep Howard, Ted 
Healy alumnus. A mess of rough- 
house varied by a likely looking 


straight man who looks liké Wil- 
liam Gaxton and a blonde acro- 
batic dancer who does everything 
but break her neck in one compact 
routine. Five in the act all told. 
And closing the bill strongly. 

Pictures available for this house 
won’t be such prizes naturally. To 
start there’s Paramount's ‘Road to 
Reno,’ a Beeandkay reject. Next 
week it’s a Universal. Belle Baker 
dropped out as the second week 
headliner with Raquel Torres and 
Arthur Jarrett of local radio fame 
substituting. 

Very nice pit ensemble of seven 
is headed by the drummer, William 
King. Bill Rosenblum is still on 
the job as manager, one of the 
Loop’s veterans. John Hunt assists 


him. Albert Straus is stage man- 
ager. 
Smooth performance in all de- 


partments opening day. And that’s 
a lot. Whatever the outcome of 
this endeavor and policy, it’s sure 
there won’t be any of the blind 
stupidity that was revealed in the 
ill-fated Kedzie fiasco. Experi- 
enced showmen are in charge of 
this undertaking. 

Budgeted up to $4,500 or so, no 
reason why they can’t get pretty 
good bills here. Land. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 7. 

All those interested in vaudeville 
should study the Palace this week 
to learn an object lesson in what 
a vaudeville show shouldn't be. 

Here, for example, is the Harry 
Carroll revue without its namesake 
and splurged big on paper as a 
musical comedy of 1932. If that’s 
the way condensed musical come- 
dies are going to look next year 
Gus Sun can still come back with 
his tabs. 

Same thing occurs that happened 
a couple of weeks ago when the 
divided Weaver Bros. act was 
passed off as two separate units 
on an actual three act bill. Wally 
Vernon leads the revue all the way 
after his own specialty, made to 
look like two turns. What the Car- 
roll unit would be like without 
Vernon is hard to imagine. 

Of all the Carroll acts RKO has 
played in the past this one cops 
the consolation prize. There are 
seven girls in line who do nothing 
but sit around on the cafe set, two 
specialty lasses and as many males. 
And all of them are simply stooges 
for Vernon. 

Maybe the Irene Rich sketch 
won't actually keep ’em away, but 
it's a cinch nobody will go into 
hysterics about it. For Miss Rich 
to come back from Hollywood with 
the same skit she did over the same 
circuit last year, and even remind 
the audience about it, is an error. 
Outside of the timely publicity this 
week over the film player’s divorce 
RKO has little to sell in the way 


on the stage is not inducement 
enough anymore. It’s entertainment 
that counts. 


Paul ftemus and his midgets 
started the show off right. Remos’ 
toy boys are fast and alert and 


g00d little showmen. They do every- 
thing in the way of acrobatics 
from ground to perch work, and 
do it well. ut after that the show 
was all wrong as laid out and 
played and Ross Wyse was a re- 
peat too soon after last booking. 


Span. 





} turn, 


Lyric’s third week. Seven acts. 
Formerly eight. Standard stuff but 
comprising only openers or deuces. 
Four short subjects including a 
‘Krazy Kat’ cartoon. Still no fea- 
tures and not intended. At 35c the 
floor was pretty well covered Satur- 


day matinee. Upper tier looked 
thin. Week may make the five 
grand given as necessary for a 


profit. 

Howard Emerson (New Acts) and 
band, 11 pieces, closing, only new 
Gleaned from announcement 


| that this troupe once broadcast from 


|Luna Park. Others include Three 
Rixfords, tumblers; Three Ryans, 
harmony; Tom Donnelly and Pals 
| (might be Jack Donnelly), comedy, 
| dances, songs: Miller and Peterson, 
| comedy, dances, songs; Harry Stan- 
ley, chatterer; Leonora’s Dancers 
(might be Lilly Leonora without a 
songstress’ help); Syd Lewis (per- 
haps Sid Lewis). 

All over and handily with the 
usually indifferent customers in 





some instances doing all but cheer- 
ing. That went especially for the 
Three Ryans, one of whom is a girl 
pianist, when the. trio put forward 
a kid (or a midget) for a bit. The 
kid wows the act, but it’s still a 
light number. 

At the price paid and the quantity 
offered nobody can squawk, with ar- 


rangement of the acts not matter- 
ing. They compare about equal in 
status. Sy-l Lewis still using his 


audience plant and the same gags. 
Harry Stanley, chattering single in 


‘one,’ is helped by the interesting 
figure of Beatrice Franklin, whose 
singing doesn't much matter, since 


she is a looker. e 
Stanley also is aided by a blonde 
he introduces as Joan Paige. Sud- 
denly and without cause during his 
a. k. style of chattering, Miss Paige 
does amooch. In the Donnelly turn, 
which is in ‘full’ against an inap- 
propriate drop, a young couple at- 
tempt a doll dance that has neither 
rhythm, fancy nor reason, but the 
finishing rhumba when the blonde 
in the act uses an ‘Astor Hotel’ 
towel looks to have been borrowed 
from burlesque. Third girl in the 
act is a dark redhead who does high 
kicking and fancy back bending. 

Biggest bunch of girl stuff comes 
with the Leonora Dancers, eight of 
them, who work neatly and rhyth- 
mically. Lookers and well figured, 
while Leonora utilizes the full stage 
with no particular setting and a 
nice-looking giant man for a duet 
dancing. One is a Spanish number. 

The Rixfords open, two men anda 
girl, with usual strong man balanc- 
ing, with the girl centered for at- 
traction in yellow gold sweater and 
shorts. Fast, neat work in ‘three’ 
that started the show off in gener- 
ally accepted vaude custom. 

Screen stuff comprised Eddie 
Buzzell’s ‘Kings or Better’ (Col); 
‘Money Makers of Manhattan’ (Ed), 
(novelty); and Buster West’s ‘The 
Shot-Gun Wedding’ (Ed), a two- 
reeler. With the ‘Krazy Kat’ car- 
toon for 46 minutes against the 
stage end’s 106, which included 
around two minutes of a pit band 
piece with a sax solo. That gives 
the customers a _ two-and-a-half- 
hour show and cheap at any such 
price when considering the local sit- 
uation which makes this spot a cut- 
ter-in on the drop-in prices the 
burlesque spots and grind picture 
houses have around here. 

With the latter the prices stand 
comparison. With the burlesque 
houses, of which there are two now 
on 42d street, the Lyric is easily the 
more worthwhile from any enter- 
tainment angle except for the bur- 
lesque strip addicts. 

The type of customers resembles 
the burlesque trade. Hardly a dozen 
women in the audience when caught 
and that was a matinee. Maybe 
that means something. 

Candy butchers mooch through 
the audience during the showing of 
the screen shorts when the house is 
dark. As the candy sluggers march 
up and down the aisles they hurl 
samples at the customers. So the 
three or four aisle seats on any row 
are constantly being prodded. The 
hurling of the samples is only an 
extra annoyance as the raucous 
shouting of the butchers is easily 
sufficient to distract the customers 
from the film fare. 

But against outside competition, 
and especially the burlesque spots, 
the Brandts provide an instrumental 
duet in the lobby while a girl barker 
yodels to attract customers. Ushers 
are femmes. That's two-edged en- 
tertainment, outside and inside, and 
may be what gives the Lyric eight 
acts. It’s a new kind of lobby en- 
tertainment or, as Publix might call 
it, ‘show merchandising.’ It’s the 
price and the quantity that sell it 
here. 

As vaude type, and except for be- 
ing featureless, it compares to the 
old Loew's American. It’s not as 
specialized as the old Moss Broad- 
way. If the Saturday matinee biz 
evidences anything, then flesh en- 
tertainment alone or with little 
screen support can sell. Beyond 
that, however, it’s that flesh énter- 


tainment has selling quality that 
cannot be discounted. What the 
Lyric might do if it could get any 


kind of feature product can only re- 
sult in a conclusion favorable to 
stage entertainment. 


For the theatre generally it offers 


the thought that vaude next door 
and neighboring to burlesque can 
outsell it. tight next door is 


(Continued on Page 38) 
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(Continued from page 37) 


Minsky’s Republic. Forty-second 
street is a changed picture as two 
burlesque spots, the Flea Circus, and 


‘a straight vaude now shine along- 


side only two legit performances, 
both musical—Scandals’ and ‘Band 
Wagon'’—where once it was wont to 


whirlwind tapping on their own 
dancing mat. These three boys 
were the only tap dancers on the 
show. A most welcome relief from 
most bills which sport four out of 
five tappers per. Because this act 
was alone of its type it was a nice 
treat, 


Chase and LaTour are doing their 
old standby of the two couples 


JEFFERSON 


Saturday’s first show found 
plenty of standees. Feature was 
‘Notre Dame’ (U) and given credit 
for considerable of the draw. 

One of the best answers for the 
Jeff standees is that the house is 
giving plenty of show for the ad- 
mish. And no ‘names’ either to in- 


with great accuracy and has just 
enough malice to give it bite. For 
the finale the opening is reversed. 

The orchestra, under Gabriel 
Hines, plays a patriotic fantasy 
with pictures of tha presidents and 
generals on the _ screen. Milton 
Charles sings from the console, as 
usual, with the amplifiers making 
his voice unpleasant. Using the 


—— 


————— | 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Noy 
With the current Fanchon @ i 
co idea, ‘Militaire,’ one of the light. 
weights of the series ang Eline. 
Landi not especially liked in Bre - 
lyn, the overflow stampede at thin 
extra large house Saturday aft * 
noon falls right in Abe Lyman’gs pte 


be largely legit. Shan. meeting on opposite sides of a/| Sure any b. o. stampedes. same song on the organ, he tries Lyman’s boys in the pit do oven 
fence. One couple is the working The vaude show played rather to get the audience. to sing, but thing so much better than expected 
boy and girl type and the other | evenly. Typical vaude though,| it is too much work. Pathe News| before the stage show ed 


BROADWAY 


This week B. S. Moss goes out of 
revued-up vaude, but gives the four 


high-hatters in 

The assisting man 
not billed, 
to the 


evening clothes. 
and woman are 
They give okay support 
featured team, and besides 


along the lines that made vaude so 
popular in the days gene by. 

Jane Allen and Co. (New Acts) 
opened. Nothing new or novel in 


and ‘The Ruling Voice’ (FN) round 
out the program. House not filled. 


sta 

the I. & M. stage performing one 
pany is under an immediate hana. 
cap. Starting with a couple of fast 
paced numbers, one of Lyman’s ] . 


acts on the show a pop build-up|line-reading ability sing rather| 4ancing combos. Frank Christy OLYMPIA, PARIS goes into a nice ballad that is fol: 
through having Georgie Price dou-| well. Act was well liked. It has | 4nd Eddie Nelson start slowly, but het lowed by a comedy quartet on ton 
ble as m.c. His m.c’ing little more| been around for a long time, but | once in their hoke acrobatics sure- , . Paris, Oct. 30. of a piano in a burlesque brig D 
than passes, but the show judged on| seems to keep fresh. fire. Found ready favor here. Business moderate, due to .poor | same that kept them laughing ste: - 
the whole stands up well, though| William and Joe Mandel have| Evelyn Wilson was quite a sur-| feature. Against which the sym-| ily, And, to top, one of those brassy 
quite long for a four- acter, 92 min-| survived the knicking of their ma-| Prise with her songs. The applause — pit orchestra gives an excel-| things for a smash climax, ad 
utes. That means plenty of pad-| terial and ideas by some of the | WaS 80 spontaneous at the close she | /ent Seen: dinates under the direction ‘Militaire Idea’ is weak, from tal 
ding. With business probably aver-| newer faces of vaude. They had| had to come back for a beg-off | Of Ro ert Siohan, popular orchestra | ent down. Charles Irwin a lad Bs ng 
age, profit for the house will be/the closing assignment, following | Speech. Miss Wilson is a pleasing, leader here. Stage presentation con-|4n English accent and : ith 


helped by the difference that it pre- 
viously cost Moss to maintain a pro- 


Friganza.° If anyone left the State 


dissatisfied the Mandel boys cer- 


easy worker. Mixes a musical imi- 
tation with some straight singing, 


tains some interesting parts. 
Poor features at the Olympia have 
recently brought the grosses down 


a stack of 


and tries hard 
to overcome the bad acoustics, It 


pale humor, is m. c., 


duction department here to give the | taj I have the finger| but registers the biggest kick with ; isn’t entirely his f: , 
stage end that presentation touch. wwiated gli * ° her ‘drunk.’ She left the audience | to half those of Paramount, which | jing of his ated dutiur the vis eey 
Picture is ‘Leftover Ladies’ (Col).| ~ Business good up and down. Earl.| clamoring. is of the same capacity and is some-| something seemed wrong with _ 
Its title may mean something at the Raymond Bond and Helen Sulli- What similarly located. Olympia acoustic wiring. Maybe it wa the 
box office, but not much more than ee van registered plenty of laughter policy is usually to take up fea-| >») the night performances S fixed 


that it will do a little teasing can 
be expected. 

Price is on at the start of the 
vaude for a brief bit, followed by 


Paramount, Newark 


Nothing remarkable this week, 


with their hick honeymooners’ trials 
and tribulations in the hotel. Bond’s 
yokel who takes his bride into the 


ture films which have atready played 
several weeks in the Colisee, ritzy 
spot of the Haik chain, which may 
also explain weakness in draw. 


Large and Mangner are two one- 
legged men, standard vaude, and 
okay for their bit. Acrobatics went 


. “1 but it pleases. Joseph E. Howard | big city on his first wedding night C on Gestine tenet ith | Over nicely. 
introing the opening act, Betty Jane : eae ¢ a gt : : “ g ~ Curren offering egins with : ; 
Gesnin’ sua see Cctivan teen. ban walks off with the lion’s share of yh 14th streeters most re mixed newsreel of Natan, Eclair, Rodney and Gould are two boys, 


dancing turn carrying an attractive 


period costumes. 


the applause with a melange of his 


and Fox, followed by an animated 


one tall and one short, in comedy 


: > +. avanica Own songs. He is helped by two Vic Laurie seems to grow better|— : “ dances. Okay.as far as that s 
set. It played the Palace two weeks raid wr add og tel in the longer he stays in vaude. His or gg rg re ee from thing goes. sort of 
ago. Doubles and singles, mostly , One has a fine| WP dialect, wisecracking and a|°' - m. to By sical over- 


bucks and acrobatics, figure in the 
routine, getting the act over nicely. 


clear soprano, 


Howard's : voice is 


young man singing topical numbers 


pleased immensely. The Meyakoss 


ture as well as the stage show, only 
given afternoons and evenings, Cur- 


That ends the talent lineup, with 
the exception of the 16-girl line, 


nf thi ith ioo’a | Worn, but improves to a kayo with . : ‘ , meaning two teams and an m. c¢. 
ait, Quen 8 dangle chathaitiod ta the ‘Old Man River.’ Although head- | did weli next to closing. Srahens  Cuehuntio or oe is tans 36 minutes. Ron and Don at the 
opener to lend the show more of|!ined he is billed second. For the windup of stage proceed-|j.nt after this comes the stage| °'S2n, ‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) on the 


that homey, m.c. atmosphere, step- 
ping from that to spot No. 2 and 
carrying alone with her Miss Cooper 
and one of the Lathrops. The bits 
ensuing. aid in getting Price’s act 
under way. His imitations, talk and 
songs, though none have people 
tearing seats out of the floor, sold 
Price nicely enough after 20 min- 
utes. 


a girl (Japs), 
their . feet. 
around on his feet and catches him 
feet to feet. 
by their comedy and delight with 
their skill. 


The: Kitaros, two men helped by 
balance barrels on 
One tosses the other 


They greatly amuse 


Another courtroom scene is staged 


by Handers and Millis and is no 
more tiresome than the preceding 


ings Eva Puck and Sammy White 
did their melodramatic burlesque 
and then went into the song hits 
from shows. Their hit was never 
in doubt, Mark. 





RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 5. 
If the RKO manages to get any- 


presentation, really in three parts. 
First is acrobatics, performed by the 
Spurgats Trio, covered with alumi- 
num paint. Follows an entrance of 
mannequins, picturizing sirens, with 
the Goddess of the Sea appearing at 
the back of a kind of staircase set, 
strongly remindful of the Folies 
Bergere. Last part of the presenta- 
tion is a very successful dance by 


big square and Fox Movietone News 
round out. Kauf. 


San Francisco, Novy. 6. 
This house is a cleanup for FWC 
pulling in plenty of gravy nine 


weeks out of ten. Nut isn’t so big 
either with second choice of Fox, 


, 





Metro and Paramount pictures and 
stage show locally produced at a 
cost considerably under that of a 
Fanchon & Marco ‘Idea.’ 

Shows are m. c.’'d by Rube Wolf, 
who goes with the lease on this 
house. He's been here on one of hig 
numerous return dates for about a 
year, and is immensely popular, 


The four-act bill caused the spot- 
ting of Al Trahan to follow Price, 
which couldn’t be difficult for Tra- 
han. With that able partner, Lady 

«Yukona Cameron, who does her bit 
in a big way toward making this 
one of vaude’s crack comedy acts, it 
was clear sailing for Trahan. Miss 
Cameron. suffered a couple very no- 


the Stella ballet girls in very pretty 
costumes. This takes place in the 
same set as the sirens, who are still 
there in full view, whereas dance 
would considerably gain in attrac- 
tiveness if the shoddy cardboard set 
were replaced by a plain black 
background, with girls alone lighted. 
After this comes the feature, ‘Ser- 


ones. The principals play low 
comedians and win laughter. Two 
girls dance, one doing Russian stuff 
not seen here lately. A man gets 
over with unusual acrobatic danc- 
ing. Reception of the act only fair. 
Belle Montrose and Douglas 
Reynolds keep them laughing with 
nonsense. Earl Revue 


where near its normal gross this 
week, the credit will be Leon Jan- 
ney’s. Nothing in the other vaude 
or the feature, Pathe’s ‘A Woman of 
Experience,’ to draw an audience. 

Bill is composed of Bender and 
Knapp, acrobats; McCormack and 
Wallace, double ventriloquist tearm; 


ticeable scratches in the mauling 
episode, but carried on as vigorously. 

A bit between Trahan and Price 
sandwiched in, Henry Santrey and 
his orchestra closing. The men 
come down the aisle playing, mount 
the stage and settle down for a long 
spell, embracing many numbers, 
specialties and some talk. There is 
a lot of singing in the Santrey act, 
perhaps a little too much, unless the 
orchestra was asked to pad out a 
little Saturday afternoon. Frank 
Lee and Ruth Walton stand out in 
dance and song specialties, respec- 
tively, but some of that talk be- 


Lindsay’s 
uses six girls who dance vivacious- 
ly. Jack Beekman gags with Mack 
Pepper and sings, Pepper does a 
tributary tap and the girls dance 
again. There is no finale and the 
act simply stops weakly after a 
brief turn. It uses itg own drops. 
Liked. 

A Paramount News and ‘Girls 
About Town’ (Par.) conclude, Not 
quite capacity. 


86TH STREET 


Three Scovelle Sisters, classical 
dancers; Leon Janney, boy film 
star; Frank and Eddie Monroe, 
trampoline act; Jerome Mann, billed 
as a ‘One Man Revue’; Hibbett and 
Hartman, mixed comedy team, and 
Anatole Friedland’s ‘Affairs of 1932.’ 
First four acts are locally booked. 
Latter four are the intact unit. Lo- 
cal acts budget at $640, and total 
cost of the vaude bill is $3,600. 

Bender and Knapp okay as open- 
ers with a smooth line of hand bal- 
ancing. McCormack and Wallace 
deuced with a familiar line of ven- 
troliqual chatter. Both the man and 


ments’ (‘Oaths’), a Jacques Haik 


production by Henry Fescourt. Poor 


Mari. 


LOEW’S STATE, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 4. 

In ‘Manhattan’ Fanchon & Marco 
has a better than average show that 
clicks with two sure-fire acts— 
Bruno Weise Trio, perch and hand 
balancers, and Swor and Goode 
under cork. Show runs 45 minutes 
and is well paced and spotted. Al- 
though Jack Sidney is featured, his 


programmer. 





Wolf and a clever stage show com- 
prise majority of the show, balance 
coming from several I’. & M. acts. 

Current show led off with Rube 
giving the band boys a break 
in specialties. Morey Amsterdam 
warbled ‘Goodnight Sweetheart’ a 
la Crosby for good results; Bernard 
Katz pianoed ‘Hungarian Rhapsody’ 
for another big hand and Harold 
Harris, Art Landau and Bud Gor- 
man chanted ‘It’s the Girl’ to still 
more hand music. Band also con- 
cluded the show with a hot pop 
tune in which Rube worked out on 
the trumpet and French horn, 


Layout was not so well picked for 
this neighborhood, with its large 
foreign element, principally in the 
circumstance that a football film, 
‘Spirit of Notre Name’ (U), some- 
what loses its force in a community 
addicted more to pinochle. 
Attendance this late Saturday af- 
ternoon not very important, and the 
bareness .of the lower floor reacted 
upon the customers. A comedy bill 
that under better conditions would 
have. gone over nicely here was 
spotty and mild in effect. York and 
King divided billing honors with 
Mel Klee, and when these two laugh 
frolics can’t stir the risibilities of a 
neghborhood crowd, something is 
amiss, 


the woman work dummies. Nothing 
unusual, but fair in this spot. 
Three Scovelle Sisters next with a 
mildly pleasing routine of classical 
dancing. One girl displays a good 
knowledge of what’s wanted in this 
line of work, but the other two are 
just background. 
Leon Janney (New Acts) followed. 
This youngster should be a real bet 
for vaude. Fresh, and never once 
mentioning Hollywood, he hands out 
10 minutes of pleasing entertain- 
ment and displays no mean ability 
as a mimic. Has impressions of 
Chevalier and Dietrich like a vet- 
eran. 

¥rank and Eddie Monroe, tramp 
trampoline workers, tied up the 


As added attraction Al War- 
shauer, manager, had Roy Riegels, 
backward-running U. of Calif. 
player, on for a bend and a few 
lines, Riegels worked in the feae 
ture picture ‘Touchdown.’ 

Other acts were Nora Schiller, 
KFRC songstress, who put over & 
pair of fast tunes; Alfred Sheely, 
colored hoofer who was picked up 
at one of the Monday night oppore 
tunity shows, and who wowed ‘em; 
Louis and Cherie, neat aerialists 
who clicked; May Packer in & 
nautch dance; and Neal Castagnoli, 
who stepped out of the band to 
wallop ’em with a hot clarinet. 

Picture was ‘Touchdown’ (Par) 


tween the two needs replacement 
with fresher material, The one 
about sitting on the sign is moth- 
eaten. 

Santrey has a strong attraction in 
his 14-piece band, with its nicely- 
played melodies, and bows out with 
an effective finish, all the boys 
singing through lighted megs. ‘Stein 
Song’ is pretty old now. Must it be 
used twice, at the start and for an 
encore? 

Trahan’s name is a stage draw, 
and the title of the picture should 
do some enticing, but at the mat 
the lower floor was only half filled. 

Moss has a fine pit crew up here 
under the direction of Edward J. 


material at the State, break-in, did 
not click big, getting his best hand 
on his only vocal effort. 

Sidney is popping in and out of 
the show all the time, opening in’ 
‘one’ as a sightseeing bus barker 
with a prop bus and people. Goes 
right into a modernistic Bowery 
setting with Lucille, acrobatic dan- 
cer, and Jack Lester and two girls 
in a hardshoe dance, Then the 12 
blonde steppers cut loose with a 
similar routine. Sidney reappears 
for a wop bit and song that are not 
very plus. Girls finish the scene 
with a Bowery dance on which blue 
floods are thrown, unsuited to the 
blondes. 





Kay. The mob plays the show to ‘ . show. It’s the first jumping act| Goes to a Greenwich Village | and business heavy. Hearst Metrom 
periection, _ Pathe News and two age tage Ante To teed a cer seen in this house in some time and | Studio set with another Sidney num- | tone News and an Eddie pa 
shorts—Eddie Buzzell in Blonde a A a inne ‘song and dance | W28 eaten up. Five bows, then they ber that misses. Weise Trio wow | short completed. 

Pressure’ and ‘Travelaughs’ with | & of mi s begged off. with their perch and hand and foot 


people in the Three Reillys, Mel Klee 
for an interlude of intimate chatter 
and gags and the York and King 
frolic to wind up. Some of Klee’s 
surest-fire gags addressed to the 
femme element missed fire, and the 
blackface funster was several times 
caught off balance, pausing out 
of habit to let a laugh die down, and 
when there wasn’t any laugh he ap- 
peared to have forgotten his lines. 
By the time the performance got 
around to York and King tha‘ vet- 
eran pair of clowns seemed t have 
submitted to the chill befo + they 
went on, Their usually effe vescent 
style was subdued and they didn't 
get the familiar response. Pair ap- 
parently are breaking in new young 
people and the routines haven’t yet 
jelled. Two girls, one of them 
daughter True, and three boys are 
working with the turn, and the rea- 
son for their presence isn't clear. 
One of the girls is extremely tall and 
breaks up the appearance of the 


John P. Medbury, both Col—fillers. 
Char. DENVER 
Denver, Nov. 4. 
‘Nursery Rhyme’ idea is a refresh- 
ing stage show and rang the bell 
with the Denver crowd. Huge 
blocks form the back drop for the 
opening as the Lucille sisters intro- 
duce the presentation with 4 
Mother Goose jingle. Then appears 
a drop with large picture of Mother 
Goose andthe first lineup has a 
girls in children’s dresses—lots 0 
ruffles and above their knees. Nov. 
elty Clinton on here with his tric 
jumping—and his bouncing — 
the stage atop a mop. Looks h ; 
and probably is. Next lineup is ™ 
flower hats and bright yellow ye 
tumes. At the beginning of yo 
dance, the hats are draped over t 
fence as huge flowers. t 
Schichtl’s Wonderettes are pe 
only marionettes but put on one = 
the fastest costume changing 8° 


balancing, finishing with good com- 
edy ladder work and a sure-fire 
finale. 

Sidney returns in ‘one’ for a down 
South number a la Jolson that is 
his best contribution. Then to full- 
stage in an unusual Harlem nite- 
spot set, with Lester doing some 
neat buck and winging and the girls 
snakehipping in an elaborate rou- 
tine that could stand a chorus cut 
out. 

Swor and Goode held down their 
next-to-closing well with blackface 
crossfire that sounds original. Plenty 
of audience response. 

For the finale, Sidney had a 
rather doleful Broadway number 
about the Ambition Alley being 
harbor for mistakes of ail sexes. 
Not bright enough for the finish. 
Girls wound up with a fine line 
number, going into semi-ballet with 
Lucille on her toes. Costuming 
throughout very much above aver- 
age and settings different. 


Jerome Mann next with imitations 
of George Jessel, Ted Lewis and Pat 
Rooney. Failed to live up to his 
billing and closed mildly with two 
bows. 

Hibbett and Hartman in the next- 
to-closing spot with a line of chat- 
ter. Main laughs come from a fiock 
of dogs brought on the stage by 
Miss Hartman. Hounds are all 
shapes and colors, with the gags 
dealing with their love for trees, etc. 

Friedland’s flash closes and it’s 
just a flash. Jerome Mann m.c’s the 
proceedings, his work consisting 
mainly of coaxing applause after the 
principals finish their solos. It takes 
a bit of coaxing, too. Act is one of 
those things that the RKO office 
said it was going to stop at the be- 
ginning of this season. Ken Har- 
vey, banjoist; Roy Sisters, tappers; 
Elsa Greenwell, tapper, and Betty 
Bear, acro dancer, are the princi- 
pals. 

As a whole the show is disap- 


STATE 


Ace Loew vaude stand has on 
public view this week six acts of 
vaude which for variety, interest, 
construction, satisfying ability and 
speed would be hard to top in the 
continuous field. Every act sells 
something different, and the show 
is laid out in a happy manner. 
Combined with this vaude show is 
Garbo in ‘Susan Lenox’ (Metro) 
and shorts. 

Leading the stage parade is Trixie 
Friganza. Personality itself. Trix 
doesn't need those Edna Wallace 
Hopper keep young by this gag and 
that gadget, ‘cause Trixie has 
young ideas. Her laughter is infec- 
tious and her face as pretty as a 
doll. Add to this her peachy sense 
of humor and some spiffy material | 
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Trixie, still headlining and going | spite of her enormous height has a| “? vaudeville along the route. Sage’ (Fox) and house capacity | ucille sisters introduce the show 


ee 





ne eee 


strong. 

Peggy Taylor and Gary Leon in 
their Kitchen Pirates act, assisted 
by two unbilled men, gave the show 
a sock hit opening. 
weeks ago they were at the Palace, 
a block away. Some of the adagio 
stunts are stunners. Miss Taylor 
gets a wicked tossing around by 
the boys. It is seldom that an 
opening act ties up the proceedings 
at this house. This one did. 


A couple of 


well proportioned figure, but she 
contributes nothing to the comedy. 
The York and King clowning went 
well with this mob, but the closing 
sequences with the young people 
was distinctly anti-climax, 
Opening turn is a darb for the 
spot. Ortanos are three male acro- 
bats working a group of unusual 
feats. Enough to report that they 
open the act with a deftly executed 
three high, the top mounter going 





Pathe news clips and Bryan Foy’s 
‘Monkeyshines’ comedy fills. Busi- 
ness fair for the second show Thurs- 
day. Call, 


STANLEY, J. C. 


(Continued from page 36) 


Scorning the amplifier, she puts 
over her numbers straight from the 
shoulder with a voice that fills the 





opening night. 


NEW ACTS 


Nace and Nace. 
Francis Trio. 

Joe Sully and Co. (3). 
Dusky Kadets. 
Bickford Family. 








they grow up (with long dresses); 
then quick change into Topsy wo 
Eva and do an imitation of pe 
Duncan sisters. Tom Patricola us 
them in his act as foils and al 
ners in his dancing specialties. — 
barina and her dog do a rolling eee 
rel act. In the final flash the os 
girls are dressed as white leghor 
and do some pretty routines. 

Fred Schmitt and his orchestra 
are assisted by Harry Wilson = 





Harry Foster Welch started a lit-|into a hand-to-hand stand. From|great house. She sings one to] Maude Allen and Co. (3). ing ‘Sweetheart of Sigma Chi’ Ty 7 
tle slow, but whammed it over/that feat they work upward through| Lowry. Her dynamic personality ‘Shore Leave’ (8). orchestra plays a ‘Collcse. 4 : 
eventually. Welch does various] perch balancing, ending with a high} holds and she wins throughout. Cliff Winehill ody’ overture, featuring nationay P 
imitations of musical instruments,| perch bit (top of the pole almost} Lowry does his best bit with an iff Winehill. known college songs along with a 
but his big moment is the grand|scrapes the proscenium arch) upon|impression of Graham McNamee| Harrington Reynolds and Co./oa3,° for the final number ¢ . 
opera bit. which the two top mounters work| broadcasting the ‘Moon Comes | (Patsy Daly, Robert Adair), comedy | proup sing and play the theme 8? 


Three Jacks (New Acts) did some 


simultaneously. Rush 





Over the Mountain.’ lt is rendered 


skit 





ef Denver University. 
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sf 2 Women and Man Taken by Away S 
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‘ 5 oles . e i 
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eater in the city of stars. a em : te 0 the crim-| ‘The arrests were made on war- 50 with Furness in the Continental | U"ti! he gets some sense a 7 
Connelly has returned from a tour] night lif g nfests Proadway|rants issued by Chief Magistrate Hotels in Frisco and Los Angeles Best to you and the Us , 
of his United States, taking in the| years i , was sentenced to 25 James B. Meteaslé. Poleewemen is now manager of the big hotel in aoe ae a 
‘iataiaatinas addi : years in Sing Sing Thursday (5) by McConnell and McNamara, of Capt. | Oakland 7 
s ing fight in Cleve-| Judge Jose ' a ‘ Mary Sullivan’ y 5 ae Bee bow come ~_ : 
land, 10 days of bass fishing in Can- ge Joseph E. Corrigan in Gen- noc s staff, made the|they weren’t in b | v 
ada, the Walker-Sh eral Sessions. He h ~ he anc ain ieneanee | 
Sharkey fight in ad been con- The tri and he says, ‘Nothi ‘ 
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° sol a, filvii 10 ‘i 
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Eye. ‘In my 59 trips west I played of jewelry worth $2,000. A year ordered the seizure of a plate of a fore this business was a racket. | a. 1. SAAR Bart Deweey 4 
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aan pal, And the pal says, the Gordon woman’s death. Ruth Carlton, dancer, 23, living | seeing that he knows ae Peta 08 SomBINON. ro aa ve 
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pitchers. All I want is a chance re Ss standing outside of the shaft. Just amr rey veg my rs Wee eae = 
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on page 47) & ederal Court = d gams | apartment 
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Hopper is charged wi Jack Di ‘| have to wait to see i 
. : amond and Vi f the girl in arg h 
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~The Avenue Beaut Places Give New 





Patrons the Works to Hold Trade 


The Beauty Shop business, first 
to be hit by the depression, is tak- 
ing drastic steps to recover pros- 
perity. Hard times have reduced its 
earnings anywhere from 25 to 60% 
according to the ingenuity of the in- 
dividual shop owner. But feminine 
vanity, most potent of all sales 
forces, is drawing back customers 
who, conservatively estimated, rep- 
resent to the shop owner, an income 
of $50 per person. 

The smaller shops, those with un- 
imposing overheads, have been able 
to cut their prices to minimum and 
provide exceptional bargains in the 
beauty trade. Proadway shops, as 
well as those on 14th street and in 
suburban’ districts, are offering 
treatments—formerly priced at $3 
and $4 for $1.50 or less. Holding 
their former customers with these 
reduced rates, drawing the trade 
away from the expensive cosmetic- 
ians, the smaller shops are getting 
by through increasing volume of 
business. 

Price cutting is not possible for 
the snootier establishments. Luxuri- 
ous salons thrive on huge prices. 
The more expensive their treat- 
ments, the more desirable are they 
in feminine eyes. Prices must stay 
up—and salesmanship be increased 
100% to keep magnificent beauty 
parlors from moving to the poor 
house. 

New Methods 


Since they cannot reduce prices, 
the snootier establishments have 
completely changed their methods. 
They throw wide their doors to the 
most unimposing creature and dis- 
patch immaculately dressed maids 
to snatch madame’s wraps from her 
before she has time to think over 
the price of a $15 facial. 

They promise to develop her per- 
sonality with a coiffure that is 
created for her alone, They bathe 
her in creams and self-adulation. 
If Madame is shopping downtown, 
will she drop in?—not for a facial 
or anything so mercenery—just to 
do her phoning from the depths of 
a costly overstuffed chair, or to 
show the diagnostician her face so 
that her dear friends will know how 
she is faring. 

A new customer, accustomed to 
being kicked around in the old days, 
feels that she has sudder'ty become 
as glamorous as quBarry and pays 
and pays—even if by installments. 

Park Avenue establishments serve 
tea and cigarettes, proffered on lac- 
quer trays by quaintly costumed 
Japanese maids. Others rely on 
radio and victrola concerts, low and 
mellow, to soothe the patron into 
profit-paying humor. 


The Other Side 


One of the most elaborate salons 
has a unique method for carrying 
out the ‘American Hairdressers’ 
slogan: ‘That which you give over 
and above what you are paid for 
holds your public.’ It keeps an index 
record of its clients, with a complete 
summary of treatments and com- 
ment on progress that makes a 
patron feel like a highly appreciated 
patient. But on the under side of the 
card is a record that the customer 
never sees. 

On this card the operator jots 
down all the personal information 
the customer will contribute about 
herself. At a subsequent treatment 
the operator need only consult the 
files to discover that Mrs. Smith has 
three children, named James, Helen 
and Rose, belongs to two country 
clubs, likes golf and Ronald Colman. 
Conversation flows in these direc- 
tions and the customer has a per- 
fectly delightful time discussing her 
pet hobbies. 


Hat and Hair 


The Eugenie hat for a time gave 
Promise of booming the hair dress- 
ing field but, short-lived, it gave 
Way to the beret which has a dis- 
concerting way of covering hair 
that need not, as a result, be kept 
in perfect order. 

The more daring frisseurs are 
Pushing the classical head dress, ¢ 
mass of ringlets and _ intricately 
Placed curls coated with a fine 
veneer, Ladies who fancy this atro- 
City for evening wear will be slaves 
to their hairdressers, are the 
Platinum blondes who need constant 
te-touching. 

The trade is, at the moment, op- 
Umistically looking toward Paris 
Which promises a return of bobbed 
hair, complicated by wind-blown 
versions and a long bob to which a 
false piece may be attached for eve- 
hing Wear. 
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More Destitution 





At the weekly meeting of the 
theatrical organizations taking 
care of the needy at Actors’ 
Fund headquarters, there was 
a noticeable increase in num- 
ber of cases submitted. 


Violnsky Dealing at 
Las Vegas’ Bank to 5c 
Chips and 50c Shills 


Los Angeles, Nov. 7. 
Bill Halligan motored up to Las 
Vegas, Nev., where Violinsky is 
dealing bank at one of the numer- 
ous gambling joints catering to the 
3,000 men working on the Boulder 











Hollywood, 
Bros. film, 
Vegas. 

Any of the games will take a ic 
bet and chips are $1 a stack. At 
the Exchange Club at 4 A. M. Hal- 
ligan found eight tables still going 
full blast on penny ante with 54 
men sleeping on the floor. 

The local dentist in a town of 
5,000 had two slot machines in his 
office for the benefit of local pa- 
tients. The five or six gambling 
clubs are paying shills 50c an hour. 

Violinsky has been in Las 
Vegas about five months and seems 
to like it. Though when the Marx 
Bros. picture came to the local the- 
atre he did not have the price to 
find out how much of his work they 
had left in. 


helping gag the Marx 
and preferred Las 





MUSICIAN NO KILLER 


Fred Di Lorio Freed of Saranac 
Manslaughter Charge 





Saranac Lake, N. Y., Nov. 9. 

Fred Di Iorio, singer and musician, 
who was charged with manslaughter 
on June 14 in connection with the 
death of William Kiernan, was freed 
when the Franklin county grand 
jury failed to return an indictment. 

Di Iorio, it was claimed, got into 
an argument with Kiernan in front 
of a Saranac restaurant. Kiernan 
fell and hit his head on a curb stone, 
which caused his death, 





Harry Davenport Keeps 
First Salary for 60 Yrs. 


Williamsport, Pa., Nov. 9. 

Harry Davenport, who makes his 
home in a small borough a few 
miles from this city, is celebrating 
the 60th anniversary of his stage 
career. He still has a small leather 
case which contains his first pay in 
coins dated 1871, given by his fa- 
ther, Edwin lL. Davenport, the 
great tragedian, 

The money amounts to $3.53, his 
salary for his first performance as 
Damon's son in ‘Damon and Pythias’ 
in the Chestnut Street theatre, 
Philadelphia. 

Mr. Davenport has appeared in 
pictures. His last picture was ‘My 
Sin.’ 


Dudley’s $1,000 Ring 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Edgar Dudley (Dudley and Lor- 
raine) who left the stage to become 
an investigator for the State’s at- 
torney’s office here, let Swartz 
Bros., jewelers, catch up with him 
in the matter of a diamond ring. 
Dudley bought the ring last year 
for $1,000 but forgot the install- 
ments. He later left for California 
and the jewelry company sued. 

After the court handed down an 
$800 judgment against the former 
actor, the ring was returned. Dudley 
still isn’t around town. 











Mex Service 
Dallas, Nov. 9. 


town and resort, will try for the di- 
voree racket, too. 

Couple of lawyers from Mexico 
City are working to get a court into 
the burg. After that $500 will split 
the knot in three days. 





And that’s service. 


Dam. He wanted to take Violin- 
sky back to L. A. with him, but 
Violinsky had had his taste of| 


Villa Acuna, Mexico’s new radio |‘ 


FURRIER BADLY BRUISED 


Leo Bernstein in Restaurant Mix-up 
After One in the Morning 





Leo Bernstein, 46, furrier at 701 
7th avenue, and a crowd of young 
hoodlums in a restaurant in the 
Mayfair building, on the West 47th 
istreet side, had a tough battle. 
| Bernstein lives at 652 West 189th 
street. 

3ernstein got the worst of it. His 
|eyes were bruised and swollen and 
'so was his entire body. The hood 








lums fled and the proprietor of the | 


restaurant, Louis Sussman, asked 
that Bernstein be arrested. The 
furrier was taken into custody by 
Patrolman Phil Ryan of the West 
47th street station. 

Ryan stated that Bernstein took 
|a punch at him. And the cop re- 
taliated. Bernstein was forcibly 
taken to the West 47th street sta- 
tion. He was later bailed out. Sen- 
{ator Feld appeared for the defend- 
ant. Magistrate Brandt in West 
Side Court suspended sentence on 
Bernstein. 

The row began when Bernstein 
entered the restaurant and saw a 
four-year-old gir] dancing for the 
patrons. It was 1:30 a. m. 3ern- 
stein rebuked the management, and 
soon the hoodlums started. 

Excitement was in high as a 
friend of Bernstein’s ran for Ryan. 
The latter asserted he was greeted 
with a punch in the mouth by Bern- 
stein. The latter denied this. 


BROUN RAN 3D OF 3 
TRYING FOR ALDERMAN 


Voters in New York again re- 
elected a former vaude agent, Jo- 
seph R. Smith, as alderman from 
the 23d Aldermanic District. It is 
the fourth term for Smith,who lives 
in the Washington Heights section. 
Smith received 19,241 votes. His op- 
ponents were J. C. Ohl, republican, 
and M. Delson, socialist, the former 
getting 6,441 votes and the latter 
2,731. 

Theatrical people were interested 
in the result in the 10th Assembly 
District where Langdon W. Post 
was re-elected by nearly 2,000 plu- 
rality. Mr. Post authored the Wales 
law amendment at the last legisla- 
tive session in Albany, which ex- 
empts actors from arrest in show 
raids, 

Heywood Broun’s try for a seat in 
the New York board of aldermen 
from the 9th aldermanic district, 
with Broun as the socialistic nomi- 
nee, did a poor third, at 1,911 votes. 
Dennis J. Mahon, democrat, polled 
9,333 votes. Martin Baum repub- 
lican, second with 6,515. 

Upstate in the Schenectady coun- 
ty election in the second assembly 
fight, Mrs. Izetta Jewel Miller, dem- 
ocrat, was defeated by John J. Bur- 
master, republican, by 600 votes. 
Mrs. Miller was a former actress 
and for years a leading woman in 
stock. 


Old Gags, Booze, Unchain 
Blackface Comic’s Wife 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Stale gags, even from one’s own 
husband, is more than a woman 
should stand for, ruled Judge Sab- 
bath in handing Mrs. Georgia Rose 
a free ticket from Billy Rose, black- 
face comic. And the gags were 
pretty bad, according to Mrs. Rose,. 
who worked with her husband on 
the stage for years. 

Everything was oke in the Rose 
family while the gags were new, but 
with the years Rose lost his sense 
of humor and took up drinking in- 
stead, according to testimony. After 
that nothing could make Mrs. Rose 
laugh. She was also awarded cus- 
tody of their two children, 
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Dempsey Gambles on Show 
Kansas City, Nov. 9. 
‘Journal - Post,’ in co-operation 
with the American Legion and the 
Air Corps Reserve Officers is spon- 





|soring a boxing exhibition with 
Dempsey as the draw, for charity 
|} Nov. 18 in convention hall. The 
paper has guaranteed the local 


charity fund at least $7,500. 
The receipts will be split as fol- 
Legion and Air Corps to re- 


1] ree 
} iOWS: 
1000. Dempsey gets 50% of every- 
ithing over $7,500 net. 

Prices for the show are $1.10, $2.29 
$3.15 and $4.99. Latter price was 
j}adopted because the federal tax 
{jumps to when the price of 
} tickets is $5 or over. 


o- of 
“3 /O 


eive 5%, with a guarantee of $1,- | 





Nan Britton Non-Suited by Jury in 
$50,000 Libel Action in Toledo 





Stag Fright 





The toughest thing right 
now around Times Square is 
to book a stag affair by femmes. 


So many arrests and fines 
have come through the past 
two years that the particular 


sources handling such bookings 
under cover are either out of it 
entirely or are doing it so se- 
cretly that authorities are not 
yet wise to the exact spots. 


M. C. Returns with 
Local Bride and Is 
Greeted by 3 Suits 


Des Moines, Ia., Nov. 9. 


After a long run as m. ec. at the 
Paramount a couple of years ago, 
it looked like a happy return en- 
gagement here for Jay Mills, espe- 
cially since he was returning with 
a former local society gal as his 
wife and an infant son. He received 
a royal welcome and papers in three 
suits. 

First slap was for $41.45 brought 











by an insurance firm alleging he 
hag failed to pay the premium 
taken out on his auto. Car was 


seized and Mills walked to and from 
the theatre. Second suit was by 
an attorney for $100 for fees claim- 
ed due him in a divorce action in 
which he represented Mills. 

Third was for $37.50 filed by a 
loan company claiming the amount 
due on a revolver purchased. 

The Paramount was made cus- 
todian of Mills’ personal effects in 
order that he could fulfill his en- 
gagement and Willard Moore, house 
manager, had to settle the accounts 
in order to square the return en- 
gagement and gets Mills out of 
town, 





CAR WITH 3 WRECKED 


Clinton Fletcher Driving—Jameseana 
McMahon Cut Up 


Providence, Nov. 9. 


Three members of a_ theatrical 
troupe escaped serious injury here 
last week wheria machine they were 
riding in crashed into a pole near 
downtown section. Jameseana Mc- 
Mahon, 22, of Knoxville, Tenn., was 
the more seriously injured. She was 
treated in a local hospital for lace- 
rations about the face and contu- 
sions. 

The other two, Miss Avis Andrews, 
20, of 2041 5th avenue, New York, 
and Clinton Fletcher, 28, of 2195 7th 
avenue, New York, escaped with 
minor cuts. 

Fletcher lost control of the car 
when he looked out at a pole for a 
route number. The machine was a 
complete wreck. 

The party was on its way from 
Boston to New York. 





If You Roll "Em, You 
Smoke ’Em or Pay Tax 


Denver, Nov. 9. 


‘Roll your own’ cigaret machines 
being demonstrated at fairs, or 
other places, come under the class- 
ification of cigaret factories and 
must abide by those regulations, ac- 
cording to internal revenue bureau. 

Demonstrators must register with 
the collector of internal revenue for 
each machine in each place where 
it is demonstrated. The owners 
must furnish monthly reports and 
post bond of not less than $500, in 
addition to securing proper tobacco 
stamps. These regulations do not 
apply to private individuals making 
cigarets for their own consumption, 
providing the cigarets are neither 
sold nor given away. 


THE SAILOR BOBS UP 


Dubuque, Nov. 9. 


‘City of Angels bound,’ is the way 
Tom Sharkey, ex-pug of note, put 
it. He was aboard a special train, 
consisting of carloads of race 
horses, and four cars containing 89 
men, en route from Hawthorne, IIL. 
to Los Angeles. 


Horses had been racing at Haw- 


Six 








Toledo, Nov. 9. 

Nan Britton, author of ‘The 
President’s Daughter’ lost her $50,- 
000 libel case here Friday in Fed- 
eral Court when the jury returned 
a verdict in favor of C. A. Klunk, 
seller of ‘The Answer,’ Marion, O., 
defendant. 

William F. Marsteller, Cleveland, 
attorney for Miss Britton imme- 
diately announced the suit would be 
appealed, 

The jury after being charged for 
an hour by Federal Judge John M. 
Killits, retired and consulted for an 
hour and a half. It is understood 
three ballots were taken. 

In charging the jury Judge Killits 
said that it should consider only the 
facts and decide the case on weight 
of evidence only, and that the jury 
was not to be influenced by any- 
thing which members might think 
was in the minds of the court as 
to the merits of the claims of the 
contestants. 

‘The difference of the sexes in- 
volved in this suit has nothing to 
do with the merits of the case. The 
lawsuit is to be determined with- 
out any emotion or sense of chiv- 
alry,’ the judge stated. 

The court reminded the jury that 
the child, Elizabeth Ann was not 
an issue, neither was her parentage 
nor the question of illegal relations. 
He declared that nothing in the 
book, ‘The President’s Daughter’ 
was proof, that the book itself was 
in evidence only to prove certain 
points, and that no verdict shomé 
be returned based merely on the 
grounds that the plaintiff should be 
vindicated. 

Judge Killits stated that the is- 
sue in the case was whether tke 
author of the ‘Answer to the Presi- 
dent’s Daughter’ was justified in 
characterizing Miss Britton as he 
did in the book. Damages could be 
arranged from one cent to any 
amount the jurors decided fair, if 
the verdict favored Miss Britton. 


Reporters Permitted 


Several days before the verdict 
was returned the judge had barred 
all newspapermen and spectators 
from the room. When counsel was 
given time to sum the case up for 
the jurors, the newspapermen were 
readmitted. 

Miss Britton filed suit here four 
years ago. She was not in the 
courtroom when the verdict was re- 
turned, 


NEW COAST SPEAKS 
ALMOST RAID-PROOF 


Glendale, Cal., Nov. 9. 

New development in exclusive 
and hard to raid speakeasies being 
evidenced here and in other near- 
Los Angeles spots are canyon and 
mountain-side clubs. 

Club houses are centered in a 
large section, surrounded by a high 
fence. If the law should make a 
call it would have to enter through 
a gate, up a long winding road be- 
fore reaching the club. With a man 
posted at the gate to sound a sig- 
nal it would give those in the club 
five or 10 minutes to get rid of evi- 


Lubins’ 35th 


The J. H. Lubins celebrated their 
35th wedding anniversary last week. 

Loew’s booking head was married 
at 21. 

















Leader, Singer Divorcing 


Atlantic City, Nov. 9. 

A divorce has been recommended 
for Margaret Keever Vesella from 
Orestes Vesella, band leader, and 
long a featured attraction on Board- 
walk piers. Vesella did not con- 
test the suit, which was filed iw 
Chancery court, Trenton, and re- 
ferred to Referee Reed of this city. 

Mrs. Vesella charged desertion. 
She met the band leader while solo- 
ist on the Steel Pier in 1924. They 
were married the same year in 
Miami. Vesella is 56, his wife 30. 
As Margaret Keever, she sings on 
station WPG here. 

Morros Injured 

3oros Morros, head of Publix mu- 

and stage production departe 
ments, is recuperating from head in- 


sic 


thorne. Headquarters for the win-| juries suffered in a taxi accident 
ter in west for various stable own-|last week. Car hit an ‘L’ pillar, 
ers. Injuries are net unduly serious. 
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Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Dear Ma: 

Ma, sometimes [I think I can’t 
stand it no longer. Poor Ot is in 
jail! Such a sweet boy, but always 
fighting for me when there’s no rea- 
son why he should fight. 

I went down to the jail to see 
him and he was shoved into a big 
pen with a lot of people all differ- 
ent colors; it was awful. There were 
Negroes, Filipinos, white people and 
some picture people who was 
pinched in a raid on a stag party. 
A stag party, ma, is where there’s 
only men, only there’s ladies, too, 
and that’s what makes it a stag 
party. 

I finely got to talk to him and, 
guess what, poor boy, he was search- 
ing the studios for me after I run 
away from him on Hollywood 
boulevard and he run into Henry 
Henry. I don’t know how he hap- 
pened to get in touch with that big 
slob, but he did. When Ot asked 
where he could find me Henry 
Henry made some awful remark, I 
can’t imagine what ma, and Ot just 
doubled up his fist and let go. Henry 
Henry didn’t go down, so Ot did it 
twicet more and then Henry Henry 
went down. Everybody come run- 
ning and a policeman pinched Ot 
and Henry Henry got free. Just to 
show how terrible he is, the first 
thing he did was call me up and 
tell me my boy friend was in jail. 
ha, ha. 

Oh, ma, Ot knocked his knuckles 
in again like he did the last time, 
but he’s so sweet he just smiled at 
me and said, ‘That’s all right, no- 
body’s going to say things like that 
about Elsie,’ I can’t stand it, ma. 

I got your letter and quit both- 
ering me with silly questions about 
Mr. Bowstein. Can’t you see I have 
enough troubel. Love, 

Elsie. 





Bowstein, the Bailer 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Dear Ma: 

Just a little note to let you know 
Ot is out of jail. I wrote you all 
about it day before yesterday and 
you ought to of got it on Chicago’s 
day before yesterday, 

Mr. Bowstein bailed Ot out and 
went and talked to Henry Henry, 
and if Henry Henry tries to get 
fresh and persecute Ot Mr. Bow- 
stein is going to make him plenty 
of trouble. 

Mr. Bowstein was drunk when he 
did it, ma. I told him Ot used to 
be my boy friend before I met him 
and wants to marry me, but don't 
mean no harm, and Mr. Bowstein 
said a guy like Ot is nice and handy 
to have around. I don’t understand 
what he means, but I think he’s go- 
ing to give Ot a job, so the poor boy 
won't be heartbroke when I marry 
Mr. Bowstein. I think I’m going to 
marry Mr. Bowstein, ma. 

I haven’t seen Ot since he got out 
yesterday, but he don’t know where 
I am, I guess. 

Love to you and the old boy. 

Love, 
Elsie, 





Surrounded by Fighters 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Dear Ma: 

O mother dear, please send me 
buss fare home. I promise I! use 
it this time. Why do you turn 
down those collect telegrams, they 
cost me money and I havent any. 

1 couldnt explain nothing in the 
telegram on account of I was wor- 
rying about how much it woud cost 
you, that shows how much faith I 
had in you mother dear, 

Ill die if I dont get out of here. 

Ot is mad at me again and Mr. 
Bowstein is mad at me and poor 
Ots face is cut up worst than ever. 
Why do men have to fight all the 
time, especialy men like Ot? Such 
a sweet boy but such a fighter, and 
now hes mad again. 
«There wasnt really nothing. I 
was out at my place in Beverly 
Hills last night, just like I have a 
right to be, and Mr. Bowstein hap- 
pend to be calling on me for the 
evening. Nothing wrong in that 
ma. 

But Ot had found out where I 
live and he come around and all at 
once when Mr. Bowstein and I were 
sitting in the living room talking, 
just sitting, Ot bust a window and 
tried to crawl in from the porch 

and fell on the floor. If he was a 
drunkard Id know he was drunk. 
Since hes met me, ma, hes changed 
so much I cant understand it. Ot 
started to yell at Mr. Bowstein and 
then he said something to me and 


HOLLYWOOD SHORTS 


By Claude Binyon 














pretty soon he was blubbering. Mr. 
Bowstein grabbed a hold of his coat 
collar and started to shove Ot out 
the door saying, Whats the matter 
with you you little idiot? 

I couldnt stand it ma and I 
grabbed a book and threw it at Mr. 
Bowstein but it hit Ot in the head. 
Poor Ot. Then Mr. Bowstein quick 
Whirled around and called me a 
name. When he did that Ot busted 
loose and socked Mr. Bowstein right 
on the side of the jaw. Then Mr. 
Bowstein socked Ot and made his 
nose all smeary. Then Ot socked 
Mr. Bowstein and Mr. Bowstein 
socked Ot again and knocked him 
flat. 

He picked Ot up and dragged him 
on the porch and then he grabbed 
me and pushed me out too and told 
me to stay out. 

Its terrible ma. The reason he 
coud do that is he had fooled me 
and rented the house that very day, 
so he had a right to throw me out. 
Its a law in California ma, and you 
cant break it. 
I called Mr. Bowstein a lots of 
names and peopie come running out 
from other houses. Ot was coming 
to so I dragged him along the side- 
walk with me. We took a buss to 
Hollywood, poor Ot covering up his 
face with a hankerchief and peo- 
ple looking at him but he didnt say 
nothing. Then he took me to his 
rooming house and let me in his 
room and slammed the door and run 
away. I coud hear him crying when 
he run down the steps. Here it is 
tomorrow afternoon and he hasnt 
come back, : 
Thats why you got to send me 
buss fare ma. You got to. Talk to 
pa and make him understand Im 
coming home and never going to 
Hollywood again. You got to mother 
dear. Please before I die, I feel 
so terrible. 
Your faithful loving daughter, 
Elsie. 


Cornell’s 10 Football 
Captain Shot Himself, 
But Won't Telt Motive 


Thomas Lee Miller, football cap- 
tain of Cornell, 1910, stopping at the 
Gotham Hotel, is still alive despite 
he fired a shot from a pistol into 
his breast that plowed through his 
body. Miller, unmarried, 43, sought 
to end his life in his apartment at 
the Gotham. 

Miller has stopped at the Gotham 
for years. He was a renowned cap- 
tain of Cornell’s football squad and 
is now a mechanical engineer. Miller 
declined to tell detectives Meehan 
and Farley his motive for wanting 
to destroy himself. 

Following the shooting, Miller 
phoned his nurse to come to the 
hotel immediately. He announced 
over the phone his intentions. Miss 
Murray, the nurse raced to the 
hotel. She was greeted by the for- 
mer football star. He was bleeding 
from his wound, 

Miss Murray fled for help. Dr. 
E. R. Easton ordered Miller to 
Bellevue. He is a prisoner charged 
with possessing a gun and having 
no permit. The pistol was one used 
by Miller during the World War. 


$68,333 DAMAGE FOR 
MRS. W. W. WARNER 


Galveston, Nov. 9. 

Mrs. Sylvia Shear Warner, of New 
York, widow of W. W. Warner, ad- 
vance agent for Roxy and his Gang 
on their tour last season, has been 
awarded a verdict of $68,333 against 
the Kerrville, Tex., Bus Co. 

Warner was killed in a bus and 
truck collision near Brenham, Tex., 
Feb. 23, while a passenger in one of 
the company’s busses. 

His mother was also awarded 
$7,833 damages. 


Rudolph Neuman on Trial 


Rudolph Neuman, former attor- 
ney, went on trial yesterday (9) in 
the Court of General Sessions, New 
York, on an indictment charging 
grand larceny. 

Neuman is alleged to have swin- 
died Arthur M. Grace, retired mer- 
chant, of Forest Hills, L. L., out of 
$5,000. The transaction is alleged 
to have taken place in July, 1927. 

Neuman has been at large under 
bail of $2,500. 























ELECTRA BECKONS TRADE 


Guild Theatre Recess Revives Trade 
in Near By Spots 








It was in a speakeasy near the 
Guild Theatre, where ‘Mourning 
Becomes Electra’ is doing its hot 
trade. The speaks and restaurants 
around the Guild which were starv- 
ing are crowded now with the au- 
dience out for its dinner hour each 
night. Into one of them walked 
one of the Guild’s officials, trying 
to get fed himself. 

He had his chow and was pre- 
paring to leave. The proprietor ask- 
ed him if he weren't from the Guild. 
The man said he was: 

‘You shall have brandy, sir... 
You shall have brandy every time 
you come in.’ 


Thorpe Content 
In Job in L. A. 
Sport Emporium 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


Chuck Riesner, the Metro director, 
has opened a sporting goods shop 
on Wilshire boulevard in Hollywood. 
One of his employees is Jim Thorpe, 
the Carlisle Indian athletic star, 
who was recently discovered digging 
ditches at $4 per diem. 

Jim Thorpe is glad to be back 
amid the atmosphere which had 
shed so much athletic glory on him 
in the past. So glad was he that 
Chuck Riesner had difficulty mak- 
ing Jim Thorpe accept a decent 
wage. He is payrolled at $50 weekly. 








Thorpe and Olympiade 


Thorpe’s main ambition today is to 
see the Xmas Olympiade in 1932, held 
here in Los Angeles, and to have the 
honor and privilege of presenting 
the prizes in the pentathlon and de- 
cathion games. For Thorpe had won 
these for the United States in Stock- 
holm almost two decades ago, only 
to be deprived of lasting world-wide 
glory on the findings he had ac- 
cepted board and lodging during the 
summer, or some such thing in ex- 
change for playing on a summer 
resort’s baseball team. This techi- 
cally disqualified him from amateur 
athletics. 

But they couldn’t take away the 
fact that, even if unofficially, he set 
an all-time record by scoring over 
8,000 out of 10,000 points in the 
Olympiad. 

Today Thorpe, in the course of 
his auties with Chuck Riesner‘s 
store, while selling equipment to the 
Hollywood high school and to the 
sundry prep schools and lesser col- 
leges, sees in actuality or knows by 
expert knowledge, how college ath- 
letics are perched on the same thin 
ice in accommodating worthy grid- 
iron or baseball material. 


Riesner Reticent 


Riesner isn’t exploiting Thorpe. 
This info came from a source for- 
eign to the director. All Riesner 
wants to talk about are two things: 
His son, Dinky Dean (who appeared 
with Chaplin and Jackie Coogan in 
an early picture) and his store as 2 
thing to keep his brother and his 
brother-in-law occupied. 

Thorpe acts as a contact for the 
sporting goods shop with the vari- 
ous schools. His modus operandi 
is as natural as it’s effective. He'll 
chat to the coaches, many of whoin 
he probably tutored in the past, and 
kiddingly show them how to punt 
or pass or execute plays. The 
young pigskin aspirants, so that 
Thorpe is more of a legend than a 
memory, drink it all in, as the 45- 
year-old athlete (although like all 
Indians, his age is deceiving) does 
his stuff. 

From then on Chuck Riesner’s 
store is on the map. 


Amateur’s Bullet Real 


Cleveland, Nov. 9. 


An amateur performance staged a 
thrill that wasn’t in the script or 
scheduled when Thomas Lee, of the 
Merry-Go-Round Players, pulled 
trigger of a gun that accidentally 
had a bullet in it and shot Samuel 
James below left shoulder. 

Lee in rog of policeman was sup- 
posed to oot blanks at James, 
clowning as a tramp in a black- 
out. 

James collapsed 
wound not serious. 
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Probable Football Winners 
and Proper Odds 
By Sid Silverman 
November 14 

GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Columbia-Brown ..... oheceteeus oo -Columbia ..cccccess Soccccces Oe 
PEER RT TIC Tee ee ee ote eeeeeeeeseseees EVEN 
Syracuse-Colgate ......++ssseeeee+-SYPACUSE weeeseeeecesssceeces 5/4 
Cornell-Dartemouthe 2c ccccccc cece GORMAN ce cccccccccccecccccce 10/7 
Harvard-Holy Cross ...... cocccces Marvard ....cccees coseseceee 8/3 
Pennsylvania-Georgia Tech .......Pennsylvania ..........000.5 7/5 
IWlinois-Chicago ........... Ose eee vesceevesbicneve “IU 
Michigan-Michigan State ......... Michigan ...... Ces sectovecce “am 
Northwestern-Indiana ............Northwestern ........6..06.. 9/5 
Remy-Pitebergh .cccccccccccccccesMPMY cccccevcccccccccccccec VON 
Purdue-lowa ..... phieee seus e eens POP sesces 60000erecceseocs SN 
Notre Dame-Navy ...........-++--Notre Dame .........cce000. 9/5 
Ohio State-Wisconsin .......... } as ED Sccceccccccccecess Gn 

(Predictions based on fair weather) 
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Hotels and Receivers 





Hotels around the mid-town section appear to find repose so rapidly 
after opening in the hands of receivers that causes are being rumored, 


One story is that a 6th avenue hotel owed for 30,000 eggs. 
version is that it owed $30,000 for eggs. 


Another 


One hotel is reported keeping itself out of court proceedings by send<« 


ing bellhops with foaming pitchers of beer to various rooms. 
hop says, after knocking at the door: 

‘You ordered this beer?’ 

Without about one in every three, after getting a flash, saying: 


The 


belle 


‘No, I didn’t but leave it here and get whoever did order it another 


pitcher.’ 

In one of the receivership-hotels a guest complained the rates 
not high enough, 

‘You mean the ceilings, not the rates,’ answered the clerk. 

‘You heard me. I said rates,’ retorted the guest, whereupon the 
sent out for a cop, believing the guest had gone wild. 

Mrs. Guest saved her husband by okaying his statement and 


were 


clerk 


men- 


tioning they were going to move to a hotel where the prices made a 


better front. 





Buck Smith Years Ago 


F. Berkeley Smith, who recently died in Paris, was a familiar figure 


on Broadway years ago. 
Life building where he used to design book covers. 


He had a tiny studio in the Metropolitan 
He probably would 


have gone show business but for his father, F. Hopkinson Smith. It 
was the latter who persuaded his son to go to Paris and write, feeling 


that it was the safest place for him. 


Buck Smith, as he was known, had a particular liking for the burlesque 


shows at the old London theatre on the Bowery. He was a w 
patron throughout the season, sitting in one corner of the lower 
which was well behind the footlight line. 


eekly 
box, 


One night he ran into a 


theatrical friend who introduced him to James H. Curtin, then man- 


aging the house. Curtin gave him a pass to go back stage. 


Buck 


turned up after the show with the report that he had had a glorious 


time. 
juggler, who always left the stage a terrible mess. 
up nearly a barrel of vegetables, etc., and was glowingly happy. 
knew all the show parlance and it was his delight to engage in 


They had let him help clear the stage after Sparrow, the clown 
Buck had cleaned 


He 
cone 


versation with a friend on trolley cars and similar places talking 


loudly about the imaginary trapeze act he and the ojher man 
supposed to work in. 


were 


If Buck fooled the crowd, and generally he did, his cup of happiness 


overflowed. 





Bill Taylor Loved the Tenderloin 


Bill Taylor, 50, for over 20 years attached to the West 47th street 


police station, was buried from his home, 857 8th avenue. 
founder of the Police Band. He played the tuba. 

Taylor started in the job 30 years ago. 
Commissioner Arthur Woods who wanted to give Bill a detail. 
loved the new Tenderloin. He declined Commissioner Woods’ offer. 


Taylor was 


He was liked by former Police 
Taylor 


Bill was on his way to play at the Level Club (Police Dept.) service 
when he collapsed in a subway train and died shortly after on the 


I. R. T. platform at Columbus Circle. 

Taylor was given an inspector’s funeral. 
and other high ranking officers attended. 
married daughter and two sons. 





Not Much Wish Left 
In the mob of colored people which daily surround the celeb 


The police commissioner 
Taylor leaves a widow, @ 


rated 


wishing tree in front of the Lafayette theatre in Harlem there are many 
professionals who have laid off so long that they have barely strength 


to make another wish, 


_The tree has gained so much popularity through its special writeups 
Negroes come from a long distance in the hope that they will get 4 
prosperity break through the placing of a hand on the tree and making 


a wish. 





Iron Sign Falls 


Workmen started clearing away the Mulligan’s Kitchen sign which 
hung above the West 46th street sidewalk at the Mills building follow- 


ing the raid there by federal agents. 


No danger sign was posted on the walk. One-half of the metal awn- 


ing crashed and caught Milton Levin, a ‘Variety’ office boy, pa 
beneath, 

Levin was removed in an ambulance to the hospital and a day 
was permitted to go to his home. 





Apple Promotion 


ssing 


later 


Apple season was officially opened with the distribution of one thou- 
sand boxes of apples in Times Square by Eddie Cantor, George Jessel 


and others from the current bill at the Palace. The real busine 


ss 0 


apple promotion was opened the following morning from a depot at 


Hudson and Desbrosses street by the distribution of an additional 


5,000 


boxes to those holding tickets from the Salvation Army, Volunteers ° 


America, Knights of Columbus and similar organizations. This 


will 


stake the men to their stock in trade and they will renew from the 


proceeds of their first sale. Mayor Walker has given orders that 


apple 


sellers are not to be molested and that they are not to be subject to the 


usual vendor's license. 








a. 4 





for 





Ro} 
gemD. 
train 
Will 
yocal 
gage! 


Gre 
Jules 
now t 


Ell 
Lond 


Sar 
achit: 
for ; 
Chap 
Janus 


An) 
Mack 
at th 


Ne’ 
radio 
set al 
may 


Ne 
off o1 
of ‘E 
make 


Pic 
depo: 
Squa 
ing | 
have 
tents 
been 
$10,0 
hip I 


De 
reviv 
back: 
Bret. 
be wu: 


Pile 
‘Ame! 
not t 
to es 
indiv 
verdi 


AN 
tant 
ask t 


Wi 
serie 
durir 


Th 
vores 
Ryar 
leadi 
ters 
lease 
since 
pay 
$750 
week 


Mr 
week 
Row! 
spite 
York 
an < 
temp 
joint 
husb 


Fr 
musi 
negie 
tour 


Cu 
NBC 
nami 
den, 
Suit 
same 
New 
prise 
the } 
the s 
comry 
Went 
Stets 
twin 
and 
in dj 
doub 

he 
Neig] 


On 
Voter 
week 
tures 
3,000. 


NE 
Oper: 
Oppo: 
lieve, 
Move 


Dr. 
the ] 
ham 
Perse 
ing t 
are 
Prof, 
Oxfo) 
the « 





. 





S$ 


Tuesday, November 10, 1937 
43 




















Tis 
ee 



















































































































































































—il oo 
es 
News : = 
rom the Ny) a complimentary t 
es resid 78 minutes to re The ju ~~ 
This depart cli = Gutentanh, return & (hee der spo — 
lished pono ment contai 1 arged with , Klunk, wh rdict | For th onsorship for t 
San Francie the week pot sews en theatri — libel. pet gay | a. aa eir subway oe Brandts. | sta 
for these enn _Hollywood e daily pa atrical news it jo announced neys for Miss B al- Marga Pio RM t. .| start a moveme — | 
ws items; each = London. Van New York, Gh pub- bd we be ra s an Beare i arenes ~ McReynolds, pl as mayor. nt to recall Dw 
: s been: rewri ariet ic if ne he §S ‘Oth n , Dlayi oe 
; . rewritt y take ago, || out cessary © Supre ello,’ a burl ng| R 
DS itten from s no credi ut much . Trial me | H , amate esque odne 
E . it ti unsav br artfo ur hs on y Pan 
5 / Ea a daily paper bn ate even tages matter ph ee died — Conn., gc in by Betty Ma re is being 
" S from t : rom the court: press was as n the stage wren night for $12,967 4 eld, maid and ous 
en rahe the true ote sie rtroom. barred wadhats oe heart olinake received ion Somaaon y ee 
5/4 Roxy theatre ers. ething to se 3 in order Ww rs. George of pp ester questi ° volving the de auto he ees hs es 
0/7 semble, eons aR drop singing ll to the pla to bo used to . ie Webster, J to Mik ia Swanson’s onset legality filed in L. A as car in- 
5/3 trained organi g with _en- Ea al S lay - ceived th Nina Lewi . IF tain re Farmer - cent marri . A, superior mae . suit 
; zations various na Wall band’ e complai is, dancer ained in M . License w age Bill eaeneaer deaths sa 
7/§ will also dispen as avail Euro ace H s Reno “ aint in h >} mony Mt. Pleas se was ob Boyd 
0 : ense able. | 7 pe Wed opper b pers - suit fo in her hus- ny perf easant, but - | Fres yd, on 1 
/5 yocal soloists in with contra .| To resum nesday on ack from chi recite pr r divore which i erformed i “: the cere- sno, Cal. , ocation 
/ av ar ecis e. Pa- ch is n } in , spra : n 
5/ gagements. Balle favor of spot ~ e her ether the Olympic. | © Arges she bro aety _ me ee not according Greenburgh, | b g the filming © ined his back dur- 
¥ Ccorpe enlarged. |to Mat —— ee ught in her suit for ” (Owe oe fa scene for “Tim- 
/S Gro ed. jt y awar sive drinki months suit for = ‘ » was choppi im- 
fen Jules sg Maer sere on productio we ag ~ ge sod ig weeks sala a nagging ma Bie PR cade nage back f t Alton Tully __ nopping wood, 
/5 now being ad s ‘“Donogo ction of | th ne Sex Fa who rehez ry ental | e ces that "t rom the c veing held ly, son of Jim T 
apted b G00 Tonka,’ e opening Fable.’ hearsed Al itbiiines expensiv * the ‘Folies’ hy oast, | pendi d in the I Jim Tully, is 
/5 y Gilbert Seides notic ng and e. Out b Alex Leftwi e to be se olies’ is iding heari 1 A. co “a = 
a eides ce, claimed i efore | Will witch, f sent on tl s too|for leni aring on ounty jail 
5/3 Ellen van Volk : impro make & » former d Billy ‘ ne. 1e road eniency i an applicatic 
0 enb per | ‘Doll: > a try i s ance y ‘Bee : ° He he yinag bh ication 
London to stage ‘Th urg will go Mau re manana Stoddar Up’. A m n January wi r,| ing at the f Trust’ Watso that nas pleaded oh attack case. 
e Dark Saint ,to page de Adams dart and Ad usical by Da th | son, in Orpheum tf n, appear a a he was arr guilty and stat a 
Samuel Sch it. : of th made am Ca ~ ayton | t t a reviv neatre, P: =. similar oi, ested last ate 
— am litte opened eN. ¥Y. ‘§ the fr I preretaee rroll, yurles val of one Oo ater- charge st March 
schitz indict n and Me c ed in Cle . ‘Sun’ w ont . Stanle 50 ~— afterpieces ne of his se. on 
> | a alleged SO oe grand — nae cut aoa n't last week ten peng hy rig Mt. who used to er anniversary. of his & yl the ee Pant: 
Chaplin and Geo p of Lita G TY | sto page. W turn to the wet & $16,800 bro y Joyce, lost be stage debut. | L. A. last ee went to 
January. Re eorges Carpenti rey ry. ard Mor dra- Co., for d ught by E. M a suit _lattacking E week on chi trial 
cently pthrseen set last ehouse’s | 20me $150 oe cae payme Gattle This is hia’ meeees Pringle arges of 
Anna Cas scoala ed. Eileen Vani ae iia chased fo! worth of nents on Coast charges t second trial , dancer, 
Mackay ry now Mrs. C man arou anity chased H the Yeelleoad the later Pe pur- turned Bag Havig veraiit hat these 
at the + a box, was the larence She did nd in a taxi arry Rich- marriage Nell York er Joyce, Gayl eumetniiann $1,000,000 a iss Pringle’ eing re- 
pera sez : e re i not hav xi $2 . ’ for : ylord am s fav 
ason’s al star took hav 50 w e the 1 F. Li ages |! or fo 
~ ete AaOR & pening. al rs a day Nov the coin —— Pauli one ir a is suing a nrother ef Bf | lea ast year. r 
mania New ale . : W Ss : sl . iit Tr : ow: . do P ; ar- nsw 
vatie 7 clock t she says sh <p Coast 1@ ©Frederick i the — Hughes Productions an the nal er to rumor 
at rousin urns on e’s | tk prior to n from oss of hi for $151 Se and! and mes of Co s connecti 
set and dialed ng sna” Sane at the _Brandts “ir 1e Bough Bn oa aa of hates explosion a is left eye in 876 for ss Marquis a onstance Be ing 
idly may be desired r whatever program of the W ve shittel thelr I roi hen | ‘Scarface.’ uring the filmi atudio| nett told repo —t is Falaise with 
‘ am 1e fs oad at _ sub- sorraine ‘ ing of} i old r rrospect, Mi 4 
red, nee booki Winds tractio wate tn Pearl ing eporters ‘the Miss Ben- 
the Newest mag is ‘H pga go to or, Srookly ns out | en wd in ‘East Win of Pearl sisters, | i Ernst v me oe me to say there is noth 
r off on fan n ullabaloo,’ or swill the Flatbush n, and gagement da’, annot ers,|in H on Harri 7 at er ay at the o 
of ‘Bally 1ags. Prod 00,’ take- shows go pict ush. Wind WMCA t to Donald unces her Hollywood nga was a be married rumored th present 
yhoo’ a uced by . ures. T - 1} A. Cerem Flam plaint o last wee arrested ied Nov. 22 at they wi 
end< make-up nd very simiil pubs WwW oo few ees sister Sprormcy d deferred m of | former f Dr. Clifford en on com aes aoe diaea 
‘ . ar in rill mate, @ ey rice, until - wife, Ani d Loos 4 a” as ees 
— Pickpockets none Fo orm Sat to disc hi 4 pe Rye Posy ny re — a Tt get Loos a eee Senate m4 
deposit ; operatin r is im ‘ soon th ; g. No d er to s alleged y. xtortion che Mid- 
‘ users gon per- at ma ope o ed to on Harri charges. 
i oe Trust Co “— Sond panes sana Myers, n press yarn, y be and Se a plainants. ane rringa attempt est 
epartment | Since tt g | Plans recit 8s, now wi F e com- TI ; re 
ther have been eae closed, b 16 bank- various pone in costu ith Aborn, Final U Virei inte Relstc Richard A 
tents of phere so cahtlobe Yha Gdns ame Ce we ey i her | 1:829,123 we S. census fig ow iewinte Lee Corb ee all the aay (Jobyna 
, been niches > the con- - 5. ue i York pe me ow ures giv r. E. W. " rbin is b ta o tak y fron 
were on the , and di in ork state wi ned radios i give | fees i . W. Tric cing Minnes e in the N n Holl 
1 aler “ ps hav Fe w : e with o ios in N es in ce fo sued esota gx e Nor Ay? ye 
a mao worth of ‘t. Someone Ve | be eslie Banks deni earn the tim 1,728,695 of New L. A. r $300 medical| of Mi game. » Merwe 
ip pocket of B —_— saat. ot et aa Benn Let's bin tha’ tho ork. ts of greater _— cure ars nnesota. an alume- 
. A. Berk 1€ n Harvest. ’s pla t he will yew : Edw Cc Or 
‘lerk De ecmemeeceamaye last week vest.’ y. Stickin Ot each trial o wards w ontine 
a < a n : as : ntal 
sevitel DeVries t Jam al mee: H. Kahn f L. Ed suit for div denied a new finally folded Gold Coas 
b val of ™ oOo appear i ope es W. Elliot wi t from the ollows his r was wards. ‘alehenen from Ir Ww made it t after Chi st club 
nen« acked by h Mme. Pom - aie cold here tt off try ith similar wi opera di etire- granted ough Edw ene | raids. oo hot w cago c 
lea Bret. Fred lo husband ga te or three pri ereafter, Beciganens Will harmonic r withdrawal peng refused to s Mg divorce, th dwards | decor More than sist a sorion. on 
be used. onsdale’s Rg bel ws prior private nti hans two | bUSiness ——l =" Phil- ptr ge moll hearse 4 a a cone ae the oe ym spent in 
will | ;; crich Kl Vea ances. 8. same over ich he et- started e, and 
Siieatiaiail ti eiber ; saceegieets to to his wi > agree ° it 
cin jury to b a week in t pemaine on ; Pe gm Otis a0 aie her ane thine a $75,000 "s to] Chargin north 
mnerican Arbi e spon par Philhar lis count addi- e Wive Skinne imony. E d of his and | pers g slande 
gure not be Nn Sigg = ee by arrival of ononat due go con- Avon Nov. - Henry ~ give a wife oes sethamiin ai Si Willie and malicious 
n ; Ss +i] scanini "9 > aes , ¢ 7 fF; m * 
litan te seek .other ak Met.oven taewe ; yereseant i—— c. Pepereeenne a peng id ells A ange Ag ad Cmgy Se ae Seneeees 
ould individual pe ta the idea is ape le Pinellas count road. water will hag of er man. ssociating with the/lin in = Irene Rae og st damage 
erdict ions rath o getl ee ize * y, Flori the an- | d Taukegan, e McLaugh 
> an ? ather than for tl pari-mut ida, vote P pia li I Pe ancer r gan, Ill aughe 
‘ a 1e benefi uels at dog s to|..7 eck & Pee ohn P. Mi fart ecently . Form 
ling AMPA to v omnia efit of winter dog races jam with eck, haberdas! wood ‘lov Mills, held i te> a on charge prosecuted tne 
tant men Bs the 10 m Malcolm Wi visitors, | 27200 >»: prohib official shers, in a | C2arges e mart’ case n the Foliy- | the stock. He s of starving h ts 
sque ask them to the film bt ont’ impor: | MS. Uro- ‘Williams agai bottles to be | wacked Imported linquenc of contributing. to freed of | an lower courts, but convicted “ 
ekly 0 speak at Phe, sees ana| Horace A a Pros a reopens | ~™25 bial ng pes with ae effected Mo. a minor . the de- appeal. » but acquitted = 
Willi » incheons salary i y right f 4 agains close : =H Siezed siery for debo rhen Clar ’ elease Ww ‘ bv 
box, series vor A. Brady.c ; mmprees’ default of two nse pagne = imitation Fy being too | te Prrtsgat ween: | ice Tauber win. t Two men 
to @ during cae of ani agg pe 2 ss.’ Gets $100 notice over +=, Seat which is _ cham- stify against — vetened eevee ri pe themsel 
wear as holidays. women’ |..-, ; ze gainst ~ : sted and e ope selves 
ays en nited Proj the ceal fined f rators 
suck Thom —_——— askin rojectioni Rowl: amagemen Julian Elti saled wea or carrvi ’ are- 
ps : ga Phi ists wland : a Sltinge w ; th pons ying ec 
‘ious + nae — playwright tion to ge sn pa lle Tren produce . peng is plannin a dork yeie: engern a ae Hee a9 as mawerd Pri Gave 
iown an, fo actress wi ght, di- union meai« | stat Whis about tt g to ‘om injuries” after rec m | salon: od, Cal ‘ Pritch 
leadin r undue s wife, Fra E cana Hopki nistler, Wri the arti swordfi juries infli ecover- | lona, K » and J ard, 
aned ing. w intima nees arl W. J pkins and . Written b ist, |b sh which nflicted , Kansas Ci oseph V. 
ters oman. of. hi cy with th chain . Jones an on th Sarah C y Paulin oat. he hauled i by a sity, ar- 
He lea: of the Ch -his show, ‘Si el} ev of 16m nounces pl ou e strength urry. T: : ed into hi Delm aes 
sed fr orus,’: h , ‘Sis- verythin m. thea plan for t last s of a D aken 8 | in monte hotel 
cone since om jail, w as been re- produc & is oke ex tres. Sa ummer. enver try- Inez oe g, St. Loui and theatr 
a 373 $1,700 b cue to his failu been from vabeaind “Oat to pace Rove ve of oe Windo a ai ppehey te Rother friend of th at ‘foreclosure pearl — for $75,000 
were 750 and ack alimo ailure to producers owns e stage ab w, who reti viation sch ein, is enr e late | at s. Theatr satisfy mort . 
week h promised ny. He i Bill i Se ciate she mar out 10 ye etired from pilot’s li ool seeki olled at an a loss for e had been gage 
ereafte to pa paid ally’ Minsk of Si arried Arth ars ago Ww cense ng a tran modeled years, lat operated 
ness r. y $25 a position ne y fighting Sioux Cit ur S. Hanf hen . sport | Cl into a ni er it was 
Mrs. H —_———- , on 42d s xt door t vaude 0 looking y, back i ord, Jr. I casei ub Diablo ght cl Feo 
s. treet wi o the R _ for w n tow 4 rene Ri the » which “a8? 
week felen Hoag R or was et with lobb epublic ork. n and | from ch was spot was also fail “4 
Rowla won aR ogers, wh . sg coocher Jan r ebuleminne ta David Bl granted a di ing rink O1 converted i ed and 
and Rc eno div o last rs— ib e Winto te brok ankenho ivorce | ing . Original nto a sk 
8 oge ore ack n, er, rn, sai cos ate 
treet York a oe lt i ly opotten bs airbanks travel pictures i ew York, Can't ctress Both perks jin an "Francisco pA N scales me {$600,000 butlgs 
‘ourts n in S : around J film usb ; ollyw ; mal . greed of ‘ orth ese 
was an order er has bee the New at Rialto d Decemb now and in N 00d and liv ake ; broke that he cruelty. | C4 Shore Ci 
tempti r enjoini n served wi ing or Rivoli. P er. Probably films. > oF ive with |) up the r pitturé w y. go, has f reuit th 
mptin ing h with |}... at Criteri . Projec hy ’ she giv een marri marria work | Sub olded eatre, Ch 
joint & to di a er from hous erion dr ect of show gives up ed fo riage. The ; scriber after a ’ i- 
olice h ly own spose of at- e for ‘Stri opped as U w- Rz 7 TAP ur anda h y had Orga i ors failed drive fo 
usban ed by property Strictly Di . takes adio de A $ _— alf yea i nization w to mat r 
rylor d at Cola_ herself y , ie naeemaiaa® 1 cake alers getti 15,000 rs, | its 11th was to hav erialize, 
d Sprin and her Sir Hub nle. sh to sh etting r oA judgme , season th ave star 
gs H ‘jes ert Wilki order 2 short eady f . Super nt aw is ted o 
French Boy S$ arbor. ries of lectur ilkins to giv wa 250 sets fo Woven oe sales Comas, film ior Court to arded in} Sun vane. a 
rvice musical at oy Scout Nautilus 4 es on the : ea se- fons. r cruisin ice | ceived extra, f Lila M s - day pict ; 
the ae a ee agar ine newest made by illustrated os of the rene sing patrol | phant -— bein “é injuries a — Ailfence: O.. practicall 
tour all next S o sing at C Under a _Paramo y pictures White H : was er a Fox rom an nee vote ’ . when y as- 
of Canada Saturday af ar- auspices of ee news m s|the news 1 ouse’s blazi e reversed las studio lot in ele- | nearly two showed a city ordi- 
joner e : ter al Emi FAM. an.|ver had pene out that A because ppellate court st week in the eeet, 7 one majority of 
w, @ wan. Peterson Mrs. rent Savion bs talkers. es we Pag Hoo-| tri . » ae obnemployment 
nami: is suing } » “announce B. Harri e Harris, leg ank suing isten to th she will Guan the|s ris Meredith —— Civic relief sho 
den ing James his wife for + for | of mo ris, for ns of Henry timated Mog tests and it ine to suit io t. A. ¢ , actress, has $9,500. Some Opera hou w at the 
ar deta be: Se eseas of mortgage 03 Hudson m Henry | hereatter out. ee ee eredy yo ae 15) maee Sorte Oe 
S broug -0O., AS CO- 4 ay- |S ‘ since Ju a jeatr ° are . ylor, h er ook 
rated same ti ught in Mi responde ._ Streit, ne 23. Bef e, in} J diikiaiiens , her ex-hus- E 
ne New eon Mrs. St Mineola. At nt. | $15,647 witl as referee. I fore Saul evan an Philip S Fr deg: s- |inr dna Ferber 
any p ork Stetson i 7 the | princi ith a pay nterest 7th birthd ousa celeb ed Girna ough Ch went 
ngth ag Peg Phage onag— Mos Roney ae cipal. ayment of $6,000 on i rated his | for sending . u, convicted publi material. On her ‘oshing for mee 
> basis o e New Y e sur- ‘ Fire w eS ox sendin ght years sher er wa or new 
; me sevlon her suit. Pree s hotel | f Marriage for control r hich started { erence to + oeeee matt in. prison |. Commu a 
oy pn avn Hr Mrs —! to | Sea ip play a latest titl shortly att = Param the radio | Tails, was he nt oun” tae in ref. | e@polis matty band concert 
et & rent to t ith a pri s. Stetson, i ndal’, ’ st know e | morni er midni ount hot sion ranted 30 ough th lowi ay be rts in M 
Vv » in wn as ‘N rnin dni el of tim 30 , the ng out in- 
king Stetson oe hotel Fan detective s ‘No | dense a filled the oo Sunday peal in th e in which Rg exten- board oer oy lb te Romy: year fole 
—— p Rd ey: Mrs. - Ma and found Pacey Lert, G to be caenae toe pa egg with Court. eL. A. porte Beda an ap- udget. on in the park 
nd cam ce suit ‘terson. T ‘duce ‘Gall erman earryi tied, fir ‘ eh : Cir A 
came s Ww he|yv ; talle ~ stage rryin emen ’ otel cuit fter 
in different 'c about the on brought yesterday (9). y Got. aearted ballroom —- overcome te th masks wee Beaumont, a: =e Chicane a ticket to 
ryhich Sao neadien tae acme 6 Joseph Schil | eet crews ere emergency go ig~ Fg me ay Eig gen was the silver Loe pam ta $74 calm A nah rg oe 
‘lowe Nneighb etsons a the witnes al Wed. fo — dkraut,. arrivi pone 10spital ; FE ished a ten - | wife c Frank A. Vi court acti to ying int , scorning got 
ors at and Peters esses. | tracts r ‘Gallery ed rriving las »vercome, ft : our wome ompo- | cart; Fann . Vigers on get offi he offic $600 in 
Great N rsons we cts for Schnit Gods’. H ast | guest , but a m men wer serting y, sued f and his whic cials t e. He tri 
O at Neck re | darus’, si Schnitzler’s ‘Y as con- | com s suffere ajority el co that Mis or $2,800 h contai o open ried 
awn- ne of <a ' : s', signed s ‘Youn comfort - d no pe i of thel. ntracted ss Beaur , » as- talked ned $ the saf 
ssing Same tthe questions ieee ne Bag Fumes ak Witte anmeee. eee eates” nelaette' te gos rd see peticn aneiy Ba was 
—o Bacon, ayy on oe Jacl — to} Tom Cushi eo damage} property but fail 7 chen” Co 
es w S Sunday pi ue, last ack McGow ducers Sushing looki 4 ailed to Ben seine A pe 
later 3,000. on by a he vt “¥ pic- pcg an te — Richy Craig Ants,’ ae my Mw pro-| J Mrs. Diana R cago bay New York 
y of about ion by A: ok for a ne aig, | of the il Preferred,’ ays, ‘Red an Rubini, | ubini from club and Ch 
NBC eee Music by _ a Aarons a ew pro- | Ché . Gods’ a ed, ‘La - last ni, orchestr ’ ex-wif the m owner i- 
: Gershwi nd Fr harle Ps nd ‘C — ughter . week i °-stra lea e of Chica embersl , drop 
Opera negotiating shwins. eedley. | ‘Devi s Hopkin : rocodile ter | mony in L. A pader, : a go Boz ship rol pped 
. Oppos on the ting to put Fra 24. Senne Devil in the = who did C Be She y from $125 . to raise he sued against Ma ard of - og of the 
hou- Sosa to the air. Otto Hy Met | $100 — Wilson, sho out. Cheese,’ may poe pe dog e got a $25 rai a month oo 0006. man A a ages wan taken . t Action 
‘essel mo ed that wi scheme, } ann was! Rabe, from K w girl, asking ry one se. 300. claimed onl, New xen & ter Ly- 
26 a “ith, thin on ut it i nanag <arl ; ing a F — d Ma Yor 4¥ 
=< oe e may go ae Sag calicaanen - for gd Detroft Fon so — ae ae is e heme el Maan in the bling debt of $21 welshed -« bys 
ot at Dr ai ne | ise of mar a make goo ane Corp., |: lege boys Wi even hitti stroy of Nash C unoccup! 21, N rame« 
° —- arriage d his ,|and Bells wi Villiams C ing the| BP yed the M: Cartan, bz supiea | Willi 
5,000 the li 1: A. Bri seit: prom- | tl : s will . as Colleg . Parbars “4 Malibu B ~ ,anker, _—" am F 
rs of anes ‘tintee when age came int Nan Britton I Tiel Gaal hong py Xmas caer Barbara Stanwyck ana F houses of a of the aevelenn he dram 
‘ ersonatt coln e called . o | agains oses her li ooking o inabili ay | Cartan , Joseph §S ‘rank F -r, was gues oe nd ‘Pla ama 
will in onality’ a ‘schizoi ed Abra-|f st a Mari 1er libel ., | CESS. gs duri bility to an hon ph Santley ay, | before st of ho ain Deal 
g the y ’ is e izoid mé * or circi . ion, oO. Tt suit ng Xmas helped ie. Seve ey and th . D of the Cley la nor and l . 54 
» the are at actor neoring by naniac | Answ ulating tl , hotelkeepe re-| Mali the Ss ral film 1€ ermott s eland City C ectured 
> ‘scl Final rs with ay @éeclar- P a wer to the > 1€ book "6 r Joan > Malibu fir Santa M : people trol: 7 poke of y Club.’ M 
apple Prof, } lizophrenai Oxford ter’. I 1e President’s D An Bennet : blaz re depa Monica ; nota w foreign MC« 
te Ford Pnaics’ accents | j . In a two-h dent’s D ; on Sat iett arrived a y z@ Which : rtments and word at al rum co 
o the Oxford rden, of N s’. In st sjjury Judg hous cha augh- | urday. ed in New Y age. ch caused s quell tl yout the _ 
the at Enclis aNe : U 4 * ipport, the J ge Willitt : rge to the 5 ork A ns $100,000 1e€ Al Mille — theatre, 
elocutic ish is an i . adds that ie verdict h° s explained ‘ Shut —— Alan Dw: )0 dam- | ports er, outdoor ft E 
ution teacl an inventior at jas to wheth nged on the d that ! afte yerts will n averred prteary Malibu PB wi s a mysterior mand leade 
iers who 4 1 of | was justifi er or not question | on r all. Dwight ot do ‘Afte guilt hat War Feach may when shots f ous attack r, Te- 
epart ! ton justified in c ose it the aut! take over vight Deere Wi ter All’! sig y of neglig ner Baxte ayor, riddled h - rom an 1 upon him 
to a dege , alling Mis . 10r the Van \ iman may |} Sign as h 5 igence and a ter was | son 5 is winds é inknown ¢ 
nerate and Fa igri | Saga c Druten wo mg | ter BB gi fire a should re- | Ay weithee aie oeae : oe 
in- | Iv pi ; ownn's ‘ 'the time 1@ was in . -ax- |! . ome {i _was on h « 
| ly picked by Deflance’ lhe 2 of the fi Hollyw his assai n Wilto is wa 
»y Arch Sel >” original | ue is awav > fire and ywood at him sailants’ ca n, Wis. w J 
Selwyn, now un-!D egg 4. Plaga) he gl that while and the shi ar caught uj men 
»w un- |! Dwan ins they - —— Dwan Fh ime was sanunet ame with 
nothing and ad xter says jiny — to Mz dies put matter w 
proposes to nvestinntee. Mill police, w whips. 
ws of no reason ae wo one = 
e attack 

















= abba a 


A atectasl® gs rs 


=P 





ee 


yeti} 


re 


» 


bo ie OES ca EI 


oe A — cee tee 





SA Air eS ON os -S eaves 


Le CR 
€ tac. Sid . 


nee Pita? tu 


4 
: 
4 
z 


Re ae ee a es hoe eee 





~ 


Penge 


Lo 


~ 


™~ 


- VARIETY 





TiMES SQUAR 




















Paris 


Peggy Vere in French legit. 

More heat earlier this year. 

Bob Kane at the Golf Marbeuf. 

Richard Viner back to England. 

Lary Gordon turned blonde again. 

Rents expected to fall any day 
now. 

Helen Menardi moving to the Left 
bank. 

Half 
prices. 

Bert Livingstone goes to art col- 
lections, 

Cecil 
Riviera. 

Ruth Dennen 
Salzburg. 

Marcel Varnel 
this season. 

Corinne Griffith has a play offer 
for London. 

Elek Ludwig prominent at many 
social events. 

Howard Young in Spain writing 
another play. 

Paul Whiteman expected with his 
band for trip. 





Paris restaurants cutting 


Barr from London to the 


staying winter in 


will not be back 


day after she and Rosie gave a big 
birthday party. 

Countess Monici giving a cocktail 
party and showing a new voice re- 
cording device. 

Those outside tables at Florence's 
are now all right and champagne 
not obligatory. 


Janet Flanner (Genet of the ‘New 
Yorker’) at a prize fight with 
George Rehm. 


Grand Vatel run by Victor of 


Florence’s coming to the front of 
Paris cuisines. 
Local press modestly using “ex- 


ecutive genius” in a caption to Bob 
Kane’s portrait. , 

Henry Reiser of the Lido objecting 
to Don Parker’s presence being 
mentioned there. 

Vicomte Alain de Leche being 
panned for having put the Comte de 
Nemours in a book. 
Raquel Meller says she’s sorry ifa 
snob and that she intends to do 
better in the future. 





Antoine actually three 
shows recently. 

Rex Smith heading the A. P. bu- 
reau in Madrid. 

Sylvia Lyon selling a second story 
to ‘Vanity Fair.’ 

Florence Walton still keeping her 
business going. 
Nautical exhibition 
the motor show. 
Voya George at the Ritz with the 
Princess of Taxis. 
Eliot Paul not 
America this year, 
New York reviews of ‘Left Bank’ 
being read avidly. 

Beulah Livingstone looking over 
apartments again. 

Max Dearly back to the Mogador 
in the next show. 

Mrs. Ivor Morgan giving a party 
at her apartment, 

Jane Marnac is going to devote 
herself to pictures. 

‘Baron’ George Wrangel 
America for Hearst. 

Paul Fejos sitting in at confer- 
ences at Bilaincourt. 

Eddie Bauchard not mentioned in 
Bouef sur le Toit ads. 

Courtland Bishop out of the clinic 
and back to the Ritz. 

Leopold Marchand writing his en- 
thusiasm for America. 

Rumors about Trudy Krieger’s 
marriage not confirmed. 

Sayag’s engagement to Lady d’Ab 
badie arousing comment, 

Bill Carney having a cocktail with 
Etta Lee at the Silver Ring. 

Rosita Moreno’s car has a big 
Hollywood sign on the rear. 

Mary Knight, local fashion ex- 
pert, about to write a book. 

Tim McEuen (Sergei Nadzow) 
sick and can't go to America, 

Charlie Gordon denying he has 
taken over the Apollo for keeps. 

Sanford Greenburger’ sending 
greetings to Maurice DeKobra. 

Lilian Harvey opening in another 
film, ‘The Congress Is Amused.’ 

New beguine step acting on Meg 
Lemmonier like St. Vitus dance. 

Enoch Light writing his Paris 
friends for latest music numbers. 

Corinne Griffith extending her stay 
in Paris and buying more clothes. 

Mary Glory’s friends congratu- 
lating her after her trade show. 

One of the Red Cross bandage 
Johnstons angeling a film in Europe. 

Nathalie Bucknall off with a list 
of menus and other data for Metro. 

Jean Weber rehearsing a new 
tragedy for the Comedie Francaise. 

Both houses sold out for tennis 
galas with Bill Tilden as principal 
draw. 

Andre Bauge thinks that ‘Nina 
Rosa’ will exceed success of ‘New 
Moon.’ 

Laudy Lawrence in Paris three 
days ahead of the missus and 
David. 

Embassy under Roger Ferreol’s 
management to give vaude pro- 
grams. 

Barbara Field and three other 
New Yorkers hissing new Casino 
Revue. 

The Pitoeffs doing an awful 
brodie in their first two tries this 
season. 

Max Laemmle showing himself a 
true gentleman by his preference for 
blondes. 

Harry Lachmann rebuilding pro- 
vincial Luneville in the Paramount 
studios. 

James Joyce talking to Richard le 
Gallienne at Gwen le Gallienne 
showing. 

Zaidee Jackson receiving a ship- 


panned 


succeeding 








going back to 





off to 


ment of records from the new 
‘Scandals.’ 
Karl Tausig saying he doesn’t 


believe Eddie Pilcer will come back 
this season. 

Henry Murrell trudging out to 
the Braunberger Richebe studio at 
Bilaincourt. 

Lee Planskoy one of those who 
likes those lunchcons in the new 
Scribe Grill. 


Alice Langelier complimented for 
treatment of visitors at the Uni- 
versal Service Bureau. 

Old Liberty’s bar trying 
down its name by putting 
‘Chez Jean’ sign in electrics. 
Sutton, London hock, preferred to 
the Paris Mont de Piete by Paris’ 
ritziest as a safe deposit place. 
What Charles K. Gordon and 
Louis de Courdiadec have to say 
of the deal they got from Osso. 
Billy Shields of Hollywood 
around, buying a lot of clothes and 
appearing as Dr. Anti-Depression. 
That French officer who takes a 
drink at the Ritz bar every evening 
a source of interest for Americans. 
Eddie Lewis alone again in Paris 
after his sister Fay sailed back to 
brother Mitnick, who is in Montreal. 
‘The Record’ gets discs a couple 
of months ahead of anyone else 
from New York, London and Ber- 
lin. 

Erskinne Gwynne denying New 
York stories that he has bought the 
French rights to ‘The Constant Sin- 
ner.’ ' 
Prices at the film houses still way 
up, with first run showings of 
American films getting dollar per 
seat. ’ 
Regina Jais cabling she’s sending 


to live 
up a 


some more copies of ‘Legendary 
France, as they are scarce in 
Paris. 


The Ambrose and New Mayfair 
orchestras from London are swell, 
especially in recordings sold plenty 
over here. 

Paul Heffner in full charge of 
Arnaud’s agency’s foreign business 
and busy writing Jack Curtis and 
Dick Henry. 

Ludmilla Pitoeff has to do ‘The 
Lady of the Camelias’ in Versailles 
because the Theatre St. Bernhardt 
has the rights. 

Buster Brown no sooner back from 
Berlin than planning to go back to 
Russia and get information for his 
brother Rowland. 

Some of the Russian places are 
finding the depression can gyp them 
worse than they have gypped and 
they are panicky. 

The meaning of ‘Tsar Lenine’ at 
the Atelier is so subtle, state the 
directors, that to miss a minute is 
to miss the whole play. 

Lee Planskoy and Arlette Mar- 
chal going to the Chinese restau- 
rant for a quiet dinner, and find- 
ing Bernard Grasset there. 

Longchamps crowd flabbergasted 
when, three feet from the winning 
post, the prospective winner by 10 
lengths, took a toss and lost the 
race, 

There’s a little bistro on the Rue 
Ponthieur, where everybody from 
Claridge’s, the Lido, and most 
American newspaper people con- 
gregate. 

The mother, grandmother and 
other relatives ot Lita Grey Chap- 
lin headed for France and Beulah 
Livingstone asked to guide them 
around. 

The ash trays at Shepheard’s 
Hotel in Cairo have ‘Stolen from 
Shepheard’s Hotel’ marked on them 
in Arabic as a raspberry for souve- 
nir hunters. 

Paul Reboux, French writer, 
caused a married couple in his em- 
ploy to be sentenced to 18 months 
in jail for robbing him of chattels 
valued at $1,000. 

Mrs. Mark Leuscher crossing from 
London to Paris for a week’s shop- 
ping after her husband returned to 
America with Roxy the day after he 
landed over here. 

Valentine “hompson and her hus- 
band, Andre Jagerschmidt, both 
playwrights, mentioned in connec- 
tion with Senator Borah'’s Wash- 
ington interview. 





By Eugene Lyons 











Seal, astrakan and pony favorite 
furs this season. Black predomi- 
nating color. 

Matt Duffin appointed dance pro- 
dueer for the forthcoming Concert 
Mayol show. 

Irving Shaw leaving 
val a rir «* castanets 
the left bank, 

Jennie Duily flying to 


Izzy Perci- 
to liven up 


London the 





Czecho-Slovakian violinist, Vaza 
Pzigoda, in concerts in Russian 
cities. 

A marionette show will function 
on the streets of the Soviet capital 
in the forthcoming holidays, Nov. 
7-8, in celebration of the 14th anni- 
versay of the revolution. 

Project for a Poets’ Theatre is 





Committee in- 
cludes Beziminsky, Asayev, Selvin- 


under consideration. 


sky, Golodny, Molchanov, Svelov, 
Zharov. The theatre, if it ever comes 
true, will devote itself to the pro- 
duction of drama in verse, chiefly by 
modern poets, 

The crisis in the capitalist world 
is a gold mine for Soviet picture 
and play makers. Two of the many 
on the theme now being worked out 
are: ‘Street of Joy,’ produced by the 
Theatre of Revolution, and ‘Possibly 
Tomorrow,’ picture made in the Kiey 
film factory by directors Dalsky and 
Snezhinskaya., 

Soviet picture trust, Mezhrapom- 
Film, announces a number of Ger- 
man artists collaborating with it in 
the near future. They include the 
directors E. Piskator and H. Richter, 
and the actors P. Wegener and H. 
Kayser. The same announcement 
says negotiations with Cecil DeMille 
begun when he passed through Mos- 
cow are still under way. 





Toronto 


By Gordon Sinclair 


Lou Marsh smiling. 

Liquor sales flop badly. 

One more night club folds. 

Last runt golf yard closed. 
Pete Moffatt drinking milk. 
Fred Strangways frowning. 

Bob McStay back on the ‘Star’. 
Roly Young threatens reprisals. 
3owling alleys Buying red ink. 
Bob McKecknie fell off his horse. 


Tom Daley smoking ten centers 
now. 


Imperial 
shows. 

Lou Turofsky to New York about 
horses, 

Ken 
hat on, 

Helen McMillan is still sick 
London. 

New hockey palace opens with a 
loud bang. 

Bill Robinson 
suits here. 

Ted Reeve, Telegram sport kid- 
der, married. 

Western provinces unite on one 
picture censor, 

Fred Davis to Montreal about 
forward passes. 

Andy Passmore has the I told- 
you-so complex. 

Lily Pons denies eating cream 
puffs for breakfast. 

Art Chambers is agin the new 
press club. Fears gambling. 

Ernest McMillan named to head 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra. 

Art Wells broadcast his first fight 
(CFCA) and sounded fairly sane. 

Playfair Brown is steaming up a 
mystery fight with masked mar- 
vels. 

Harold Sutherland becomes a ra- 
dio man and very grave about 
things. 

Eleven king’s counsel defending 
picture producers in film combine 
charge. 

‘The Personality Kid’ is really 
Jack Carney and not so goofy as 
he acts. 

Joe McDougall takes over the 
humor department on ‘McLean's’ 
magazine. 

Frank Chamberlain runs sob col- 
umn and cheer up department at 
same time. 

Advertising lineage leaps as ‘Star 
Weekly’ puts in real picture section 
under Roly Young. 

Toronto ‘Globe’ refused all ad- 
vertising on ‘The Guardsman’ 
(MGM); called it dirty. 

Corporal Onfriday, last of the 
wooden Indians, seriously wounded 
Hallowe’en. Recovery doubtful. 

Two new tabloids’ threatened. 
Ken Byfield to edit one. Plan to go 
strong on ‘human interest’, which 
means sex stuff. 

Charlie Conacher, Maple Leaf 
center (NHL) secretly married. 
Story out when he refused 1931 
contract. He’s signed up now. 


Montreal 


Montreal gets first snow. 

Eddie English back in spotlight. 

Talk of another vaude house here. 

Phil Godell cuts matinee prices 
to 15c. 

Allan K. Foster blows in from 
Knowlton. 

Rene Dorion breaking in as radio 
announcer. 

Li Conacher shelves wrestling for 
his old game, 

Alec Dewar tightening up ‘Star’ 
editorial room. 


branching out, stage 


McTaggart seen with a 


in 


buying English 








Main stems in slump. except 
Loew's vaude. 
Frank Calder promoting school 


for hockey referees. 


Larry Strader getting private 
pacty biz for troupe. 
Fergus Grant buying tropical 


suits for world cruise. 
Baz O'Meara sore when Wheelers 
called a basketball team. 





Jimmy Adams features jubilee 
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night at Loew’s (6) with eight 
vaude acts and cleans up. 
‘Produced-in-Canada‘ exhibition 


all week got the crowds. 


Hockey opening with Maroons 
and Providence in charity game. 
Mare McNeil sees prophecy of 


Wheeler championship come true. 
Unemployed getting free meals at 

Princess, tie-up with local bakery. 
Ernest Tucker, Sells-Floto execu- 


tive, and wife staying with B. M. 
Garfield. 

Dave Riddell nearly croaked in 
auto ride to Hamilton. Gets off 


with scare. 


London 





Foggy days are here again. 

Henry Sherek taking flying les- 
sons. 

Frank Scully quits for Nice this 
week. 

Al Capone is the English tabloid 
headliner. 

Signs of the all-night film parties 
dying out. 

Seymour Hicks back at West End 
rehearsals. 

Gina Malo likes stout, particularly 
with froth on. 

Jack Buchanan's 
contract has folded. 

Clever of the skies to black out 
the General Election, 


Lawrence Wright takes 
front page of the ‘Daily Mail.’ 

Mark Ostrer in the final of the 
Passion Peddlers’ Putting Probe. 

O’Bryen and_ Elizabeth Allen 
flung a Savoy engagement party. 

Usual Selfridge election party, 
3,000 visitors and cost around $17,- 
500. 

Harry Scheiman, out of Universal, 
now living trimming legmen at 
poker. 

The Ostrer bodyguard consists of 
Charles Woolf, Michael Balcon and 
Jeffery Bernerd. 

Scheme on foot to convert Solly 
Joel’s country estate near Reading 
into a small town. 

Thirty-five newspaper men stood 
for Parliament, but theatres were 
poorly represented. 

The lawsuit brought by Warners 
against the Claverings likely to be 
settled out of court. 

Radio editors of Fleet street rags, 
as a bunch, are even more dumb 
than the film editors. 

Question is: Why are dames 
barred for the private show of Her- 
bert Wilcox’s ‘Carnival’? 

Hon. Esmond Harmsworth, Lord 
Rothermere’s son, least theatrical- 
interested of all the newspaper 
owners, 

‘Bucky’ Taylor and Major Lead- 
lay, just a coupla press agents, 
lunching together at the Savoy. 
Why? And who paid? 

Bertram Turrall, the insurance 
racketeer known to film folks, took 
a life sentence recently and is 
South of Francing in commemora- 


Sydney 


By Eric H. Gorrick 


latest talker 


$7,000 








Summer is here. 

Business on upgrade. 

Oranges replacing apples. 

Only two Sunday papers now. 

W. T. buy ‘Waltzes from Vienna.’ 

‘Hay Fever’ looks a hit for W. T. 

Fullers continue adding to chain. 

Burlesque try this week in Sydney. 

Sir Ben Fuller says his trip abroad 
is off. 

Bobby Jones’ golf shorts have won 
acclaim here. 

Regular fan mags have dropped 
price to 10 cents. 

‘Tell England’ did the quickest flop 
yet recorded in Melbourne. 

Rene Riano and Arthur Prince re- 
main for another vaude try. 

Australian producers ready to in- 
vade local market this month. 

Eddie Horton, last of American 
organists, is at State, Sydney. 

Two Rascals and Josephine Trix 
playing out contracts in revue. 

Ernest Rolls is getting set to come 


back with revues again, despite 
many failures. 
Jack Musgrove playing vaude- 


revue in Sydney. Just a question as 
to whether he can secure sufficient 
acts. At 75 cents top. 

Frank Tait and George Highland 
will visit England and America in 
search of legit attractions for W. T. 
Move disposes of rumor W. T. will 
go sound. 

Harwood Film Producing unit of 
Melbourne first to release two Aus- 
tralian-made talkers, ‘Spur of the 
Moment’ and ‘Isle of Intrigue.’ Both 
productions useless for overseas, 

Past month notable, government 
did not put over any more taxation 
and the censor never banned a pic- 
ture. Government will allow tin 
hare racing again. Will mean 
around $1,000,000 in revenue. 


=——=——= 


Berlin 


By Max Magnus 





Eduard Dolly here. 

Leo Lania here again. 

‘Trader Horn’ does well. 

Mrs. B. P. Schulberg here, 
Charles Boyer likes Berlin. 
Marcella Albani wrote a novel, 
Paul Kohner back from Vienna, 
Georg Deutsch back from London, 


Lizzy Waldmuller had } 
y é ier fir 
test. fret 
Max Schach and Karl Grueng 


here. 

Willy Forst off to Venice for 
tions. loca 

Fritz Werde 
York trip. 

Laudy Lawrence off to P 
few weeks. 

Janet Gaynor expected here jn a 
few weeks. 

Richard Eichberg in 
for recovery. 

Max Heinhardt rehearsin "Ta 
of Hoffmann.’ . les 

Alex Hyde separated from his secs 
retary, G. White. 


Gertrud Pommer and Mrs. Fiedel. 
baum are friends. 


packing for New 


aris for g 


Switzerland 


Charlotte Susa beginning with her 
Universal picture. 

Paul Ludwig Stein expected here 
end of November. 

Gerhart Hauptmann 
Ludwig in Locarno. 


Franz Baumann, radio tenor,’ di- 
vorce from his wife. 


and Emil 


Sybil Peach, actress, working with 
Tobis as dramaturgist. 

Werner Krauss playing ‘Wallen. 
tein’ at the State theatre. 

Dr. J. Kastan, 90, senior of Ger« 
man newspaper men, died. 

Brothers Scotoni in Paris for ne-« 
gotiations with Pathe-Natan. 


Olga Desmond has been signed by 
Paula Bush as ballet master. 

Dr. Robert Klein, legit theatre 
manager, in financial difficulties, 


Paul Hartmann here from Vienna 
to play again with Max Reinhardt. 


Henny Porten finished her picture 
‘Konigin Louise’ (‘Queen Louise’), 
Kaete Dorsch will play the lead on 
Offenbach’s ‘Duchess of Geroldstein’ 


Leon Jessel, composer, has fin- 
ished a new operetta, ‘Young Wine’ 


Annabella to assist at the first 
night of her picture, ‘Soir de Rafle’ 


Vera Schwarz, opera singer, will 
begin a guest date at the New York 
Roxy. 


The Hungarian operetta singer, 
Sari Fedak, will come to Berlin in 
pictures. 


The costs of Reinhardt’s ‘Tales of 
Hoffmann’ production amount to 
$150,000. 

Georgia Lind was the outstanding 
success of the operetta ‘Die ver- 
spielte Frau.’ 

Brigitte Helm in London with 
Herbert Wilcox for the picture, ‘The 
Blue Danube.’ 

Piet van Kempen, bicycle racer, 
and Bruno Correll, opera singer, off 
to New York. 

Richard Duschinsky’s ‘Gallery 
Gods’ will have its first night Xmas 
in New York. 

A little 6-year-old child phenom, 
Ruth Slenzcynski, gave a successful 
piano concert. 

Erich Pommer and Lilian Harvey 
in Paris for the premiere of ‘The 
Congress Dances.’ 

The State theatre arranged a mes 
morial for the dead Viennese writer 
Arthur Schnitzler. 

Hans Pfitzner, composer, will come 
here for staging his new opera, ‘Das 
Herz’ (‘The Heart’). 

Max Reinhardt plans guest plays 
ing in larger theatres and film the- 
atres of Berlin suburbs. 

Maxim Gorki. famous Russian 
poet, passing here to Sorrento, where 
he will spend the win<er. 

Andre Daven is an error. He looks 
like an actor but is a good producer 
for French versions of Ufa. 

The next Ufa picture of Werner? 
Krauss will be a comedy under the 
direction of Gustav Uticky. 

Sir Horace Rumbold, English AM 
bassador, saw the Universal picture, 
‘Waterloo Bridge,’ at the offices © 
Universal. t 

Ilse Langner’s drama, “The = 
of U. S. A.,’ has as one of the lead 
the poet Mark Twain, performed by 
Egon Friedell. the 

Dolin, the ballet master of 1 
Dialigheff ballett, has taken overt ; 
choreographic management of Ma 
Reinharat’s ‘Tales of Hoffmann. " 

Erwin Piscator beginning with ae 
hearsals of Theodore Dreiser's ver 
atized ‘American Tragedy’ at ber 
Lessing theatre. Middle Novem ne 

Otto Katz, vice-supervisor of 
Russian Meshrabpom Film en 
pany, here. He says his compe. 
is preparing 32 pictures for ne) 
season. “ 

The Berlin street car compar 
put up at the tram station ls 
glass towers) miniature penn? is 
the-slot pictures to stop saué 
over waits between cars. ¢ the 

Koloman von Pataky, tenor, 0 a 
Viennese opera scored a great : in 
cess at the Municipal opera ge 
‘Boheme.’ Brothers Rotter eno est 
him therefore for their 





operetta. 
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Broadway Miami 
George Akerest's amiability. Minnie business left to two 
J. J. Murdock left Thursday (4) courdaa ai the haneh. 
William H. McFarland, veteran 


for the coast. 

Mrs. Phil Bloom is 
from ptomaine. 

Jack Partington brought back a 
heavy tan from the Coast. 

Mrs. Ida (Arthur) . Prince and 
daughter are in New York. 

Boris Morros, Par stage director, 
painfully injured in a taxi crash. 

Those sappy pictures of Ruth 
Gordon in ‘Church Mouse’ charac- 


te 


recovering 


r. 
Dave Lustig is thinking of writ- 
ing a book on exhibs some of these 


days. 

William F. Canavan (1.A.) re- 

turns from the west coast this 
x. 

ene Shaw is in the market for 

a New England house for musical 

stock. . 

Somebody noted a police escort 
at a big speakeasy opening re- 
cently. 

Moe Silvers, just east from the 
Coast, spent the week-end in New 
England. 

George Schaeffer and Charlie Mc- 
Carthy, of Par, trying out Childs’ 
for a change. 

Anne French 
following an 
French hospital. 

(Miss) Syd Hayes is 
‘The Challengers,’ former 
act of 12 people. 

Ed Wynn’s mother visiting from 
Atlantic City attending every per- 
formance of his show. 

Jack Levin telling about the rural 
exhib who thought bicycling was a 
way of shipping prints. 

The next regular meeting of Jew- 
ish Theatrical Guild in the Bijou 
theatre, 2:30 p.m., Nov. 29. 

Times Square buses now offer 
a round trip over the new George 
Washington bridge for 50c. 

Jay Thorpe has opened a theatri- 
eal department for dressing dramatic 


econvalescing, 
at the 


is 
operation 


handling 
Carroll 


shows. Bianca Strook is in charge. 
Hazel Hairston resigned from 
NBC’s publicity department last 


week to assist George Lottman, p. a. 

Helen Coburn, legit, was oper- 
ated for appendicitis at Polyclinic 
hospital. She is reported improv- 
ing. 

Vaude was dropped out of the 
Central burlesque shows this week. 
There were plenty who never knew 
it was there. 

Loew’s has set midnight of Nov. 
25, when all its greater New York 
theatres will give the huge unem- 
ployed benefit. 

Tess Michaels wonders about that 
five-pound box of candy without the 
donor’s name coming just as she was 
expecting a ring. 

‘Variety’ item saying Budd Gray 
lost two p.a. posts inside of eight 
weeks is wrong. Gray says it was 
within two weeks. 

Invitations to an actor’s coming 
out party read, ‘Come and see me 
thrown out of the Park Central on 
Wednesday at four.’ 

RKO is said to hold a blanket ac- 
eident insurance of $20,000 each for 
any employe in an airplane accident 
on regulation transportation line. 
New stuff? 

Opening night of ‘Here Comes the 
Bride’ had ‘Laugh Parade’ and ‘Cat 
and Fiddle’ exiting at same time. 
Jam of cars and people on 46th 
street terrific. 

Eleanor Boardman, film actress, 
is said to have rehearsed the femme 
lead part in ‘Louder Please.’ Jane 
Buchanan now has it, following 
Louise Brooks. 

Charlie Freeman had a birthday 
affair at his Freeport, L. I., home. 
His birthday. Only the bunch from 
the RKO booking offices invited. <A 
few local ringers. 

After a patron asked Gertrude 
Selig (WB) to explain plots of their 
current pictures, they knocked her 
over by asking what an opposition 
talker was all about. 

Mrs. Eddie Foy, widow of the 
comedian, who has been running a 
restaurant on Boston post road, 
near New Rochelle, N. Y., is trying 
to obtain bookings in vaude with 
& new turn. Mrs. Foy was forced 
Me abandon her restaurant. Bad 


Since the Lyric went vaude that 
ouse and the next door Republic, 
With burlesque, have been having 
a barker fight. Lyric has femme 
shills, with the gals trying to out- 
holler the men a few feet away. 
emme criers also at the Central, 
burlesque. 

Mrs, Les (Buddy) Winik has had 
&@ radio audition at WHN. The air 

d is the daughter of Sam Koenig. 
rine Toplitzky is in New York. 
Cs hit call for a long while for the 
he lfornian. East on some Shubert 
ealty matters he and the receiver 
are interested in. 


NBC is reported trying to diplo- | 


eg wd sell Seth Parker to Henry 
to for the latter’s proposed au- 
me advertising broadcasts. 
ether ore is said to have the 
when Dany chiefly in mind 
| 3 “ ¥ *a1ea 
to Ford. mes to submitting talent 


harlie Pettijohn, Jr., in his 


’ u 

te 9 ip 

cee blazed his way to the trap- 
oters’ medal of the Westchester 


Country Club, 


The son of Hays’ gen- 
era] counsel] ° 


stood up with old as 

Ww » Se 

rhea yourg. With a double-bar- 

on th shotgun that performed only 
© starboard side he nailed 22 of 











Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Want ads offer 10 husky men jobs 


to box Jack Demnsey here 
New Owen McGiveney sketch 
noisiest act ever RKO Orpheum. 


Esther Benz, secretary to Martin 
Kelly, Publix advertising manager, 
ill. 

H. L. Knappen, Cleveland new 
ERPI sales manager, succeeding E. | 
Cc, Leeves., 

Any policeman found drunk off 
duty as well as on will get sack, 
mayor says. 

Arnold Saxe of erstwhile Saxe 


Amusement Co., Milwaukee, in town 


for gridiron clash. 

Minneapolis to have first six-day 
bike race next week to raise funds 
for winter sports’ week. 

RKO Orpheum radio fan 
1,560 letter fourth week. 

Community fund drive te raise 
$2,500,000 for relief purposes going 
over with a bang despite depression. 

Marie Wittrock of Fanchon & 


Marco’s ‘Gay Viennia,’ at Minnesota, | 


dislocated in fall while danc- 
ing. 

More than 5,000 Minneapolitans 
took week end trip to Chicago to 
witness Minnesota - Northwestern 


football game. 


arm 


Local film exchange salesman or- | 


ganizing territory for unemploy- 
ment benefits. One hundred of ’em 
lining up theatres. 

Local musicians’ union protesting 
against park board plan to elimin- 
ate band music in parks next sum- 
mer as economy measure. 

Stanley Malotte, featured Minne- 
sota organist for more than a year, 
going to Paramount, Toledo. Jack 
Malerick, localite, succeeds. 

Newsreel pictures of Chicago 
football game rushed to Milwaukee 
by airplane and on screen at Wis- 
consin theatres there at 10 p. m. 
Saturday. 

Alice White liked town so well 
she remained here for week after 
Minnesota theatre engagement, as 


guest of Capt. and Mrs. Roscoe 
Fawcett. 

Eddie Ruben, Publix division 
manager and former U. of Minne- 


sota fullback, in Chicago Saturday 
for Minnesota-Northwestern foot- 
ball game, 

Paul Lamay, assistant conductor, 
appearing for Henri Verbugghen as 
Minneapolis Symphony conductor. 
Latter’s health so poor that he may 
never direct again. 

Edmund A, Stein, new Metropoli- 
tan manager, says all attractions, 
except big musical shows, be limited 
to three days, instead of customary 
week. Policy a success to date. 

Eddie Ruben, Publix division 
manager here and Minnesota alum- 
nus, credited for continuity of 
‘Movie Memories’ film, depicting 
memorable Minnesota athletic and 
campus events. 

All Minneapolis and St. Paul RKO 
Orpheum ushers and cashiers last 
week wore U. of Minn. homecoming 
emblems, bought from student com- 
mittee in charge of celebration. 
Dick Giibert’s idea. 





Loop 





Myrtle Gorden in from the Coast. 

Frank Delmaine now a 33rd de- 
greer, 

Sam Roberts and Maurice Green- 
wald N. Y. bound. 

Leo Terry now pumping the or- 
gan at White City. 

Balaban family staged a reunion 
during A. J.’s visit. 

Max Turner is only worrying half 
as much these days. 

Mugg claiming to be Sir Jos. Gins- 
berg’s brother around. 

Gene Norton, the kid warbler, 
looks set over WBBM. 

Charlie Hogan motoring to New 
York in the new Buick. 

Maxie Rosenbloom here for the 
jattalino-Masgtro scrap. 

Joe Abramson doing a work-out 
up in the B. & K. press office as 
preparation for his flight into thea- 
tre operation. 

Benny Rubin got 
team named after him. 
the sweaters, 

With J. L. & S. 
ity, Cyril Samuels 
chief receptionist. 

Jim Luntzel wondering 
going to do with those 


a kid football 
He financed 


returned to activ- 
is bustling as 


cases 


mail | 
boosted from 74 letters first week to | 





what he’s | 
and | 


| 


cases of chewing gum. 

Jack Horwits, Dorothy Gullman | 
ind Phil Levant broke in the 
‘Times’ question column. 

Walter O’Keefe told Phil Baker 


something at the College Inn. Baker | 


is still thinking it over. 
Sam Roberts was framed at a spa- 


chetti banquet when he found him- | 
| Prize for the most henpecked hubby. 


self chewing a wad of string. 


/ Nabes 


Jack Horwits claims the success 
of Jimmie Durante’s schnozz has set 
back plastic surgery at least 10| 

| years. 

Ted Healy is being requested to 


Clay pigeons tossed in the amy =i! 


cut the percentage clause out of his | 


contract when ‘Crazy Quilt’ goes on 
the road. 


has become an art again around 
here. They’ve even got Leo Spital- 
ny doing it. 

Smoke from a transformer on the 





State-Lake marquee brought out 
four squads of fire engines and 
| nothing happened. 

| Duluth 

By James Watts 
Ice-skating season opens at the 
Amphitheatre. 

| ‘Bill’ O'Hare, Lyceum manager, 
|in hospital with sinus trouble. 
Homegrown strawberries are a 
| delicacy available at local markets. 
| Amateur nights at Lyric not 


i!much of a draw. Trained bear 
added. 

Merchants throughout city 
organizing for pre-Christmas store 
| window display. 
| Balmy weather ruined duck hunt- 
| 





| ing season ending Oct. 31. No deer 
or moose season this year. 

Seth Parker and His Jonesport 
, Neighbors lifted a $1,400 mortgage 
|on the Endion Methodist church at 
two performances, 
| Frank Mainella and his broad- 
casting orchestra reorganized with 
Gustay Jackson, directing. Opened 
the new season at the Amphithea- 
tre Gardens. 

Leading restauranteur advertises 
| beefsteak feeds at 19 cents. Others 
at 15, 17 and 25 top. Women ex- 
pecting babies are told the foods 
they must eat. 

Infantile paralysis epidemic, wide- 
spread late in August, and which 
almost wrecked dancing studio pa- 
tronage, is over. Final case dis- 
missed by city health dept. 

Ev. Seibel, Publix p. a., and Pros- 
per Schwie, Garrick manager, spent 
four hours and a half shooting at a 
duck flight and brought down two 
birds. One was stolen by a mink. 

Pictures will be introduced as 
weekly entertainment at school 
auditorium at Barnum, Minn., Fri- 
day and Saturday. Community en- 
terprise. Paramount-Publix book- 
ers. 











Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 


Ropes in use again. 
Ray Beall scarce as ever. 


3ess Fairtrace taking to golf. 

Marjorie Bebe, pictures, sightsee- 
ing. 

Hal Ramsay settling to married 
life. 


Sam Hefley taking back Parkway, 
nabe. 
Ritz, ace downtown grind, cutting 


scale. 

Bill Wolfson sez he’ll get married 
Jan. 32. 

Another native in picts, Bob 
Spencer. 

Frank Starz and Jim Cherry chow 
together. 

City cops rating radios for the 


patrol hacks. 

Gene Finley around P-P head- 
quarters again, 

Dell Burnley can talk through two 
phones at one time. 

Len Smith and M. Harding han- 
dling Blizzard sales. 

Joe Bell, warbling usher, 
Larry Rich unit (RKO). 

Jim Hayden cutting corners with 
native talent for his stock. 

D. Bernbaum’s daughter, Gladys, 
and Irving Lambert married. 

Weather ideal—no cooling or heat- 
ing. Break for the headaches, 

Curt Beck insists it cost 25 G’s to 
put vaude into RKO Majestic. 

Jeff Holcomb has a symphony. Di- 
rected Majestic pit for 11 years. 

Most of the gang back to tuxes; 
i. e.. where the moth balls held out. 

Edward Eschmann new sales chief 
for DeForest branch, Formerly with 
F-N. 

With vaude back, Majestic moved 
top to 60 cents, highest scale for the 
stem. 

‘News’ 
sonnel. 
Sunday. 

Papes bragging about town rating 
jace in NBC's appreciation (music) 

requests. 

Len Brown and RKO (southern) 
{reps in their quarterly get-together 
jlast week, 
| Merchants think they need an- 
|} other Santa Claus parade, This time 


with 


pushing its dramatic per- 
Columnists rate picts on 





around Nov. 27. 

Johnnie Stanfill, Melba p. a., sport- 
ing yuupla assistants, Virgil Gay- 
wood and Fred McFadden. 

Showhouse (egit) and Melba 


| (picts) played ‘Five Star Final’ con- 
ently. Pict got the edge. 
‘Susan Lenox’ went into Old Mill 
Melba for a holdover. And a 
is news in this burg. 
suburban, had a contest. 


from 
Fe o 
noldove: 


a 
Texas, 


Trick was finding the contestants. 

going in for the amateur 
gag seriously. Usually one 
pf r 


vaude 
nich? 


of ‘em. 
Bagdad, last of the night joints, 


reopened by college students. Cou- 


vert $1.59, and Ruth Laird handling | Garrett and Keene Thomson, ‘whose 


With Bill Hollander back, ribbing | floor show. 





are | 





} 


week. One tried, now rest | 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Oriental, grinder, to be made into 
store. 

Freddie Hronek, Keith drummer, | 
is now a papa. } 

Illness of Evangeline Adams post- 
poned date here. 

Howard Cull, local mugger, joins | 
vaude act in Chi. | 

Charles Seaman 
nouncer at WJAY. 

Frank Monaco moves into Kline’s 
to get theatre trade. 

Bill Grey, with leg ailment cured, 
back at Ohio again. 

Virginia George at Hanna heaves 
lemons if called ‘Babe.’ 

Marie Diehl’s troupe out of Pic- 
cadilly to go a-touring. 

Bernard Mallin, Pat Harrington's 
pianist, scribbling chunes. 

Rocky Austin, radio singer, with 
Griff Morris in dance halls. 

Where's Harold Von Ei, 
planned to go globe-trotting”? 

Ohio (egit) dark; rival Hanna 
also takes a rest next week. 

Loud speaker on Cameo’s mar- | 
quise turned off by the law. | 

Frances Hart, here to her 
‘Hide in Dark’ play premiered. 

Morris Gest dickering with Pub- 
lic Hall for ‘The Miracle’ date. 

Frieda Caplane, Keith's stenog, 
sealed to Hy Laskin, local insurer. 

Hilda Kay at Ohio won't leave 
town—even to wed a Detroit man. 

Bill Haines burnt up here over 
unauthorized cig ad using his name. 





made chief an- 


who 





see 


Rainbow Room booking in floor 
show to give ailing biz shot in 
arm, 

William Haines topped State’s 
attendance record, held by Helen 
Kane, 


Tom Manning and ‘Pie Plant 


Pete’ team for vaude date at Lo- 
rain. 

Art Catlin at Stillman, a polo 
fiend, organizing musikers_ into 
team. 

VYoncieli Elliott of WGAR has 


scrammed for stock job at Youngs- 
town. 

A Joe Collitch boy at Fenway 
Jade Room is town’s only dance 


decoy. 

Ollie Alger, Maude Adams’ man- 
ager, was formerly manager of 
Ohio here. 

Mar Jun and Bill King, ex-cafe 
managers, now waiter; at Golden 
Pheasant. 


Harry Goldstein, State drummer, 
sez he’s engaged to Sylvia Nelson 
of the legit. 

James Church, WTAM production 
manager, used to manage Otis Skin- 
ner’s shows. 

Loew’s going in for midnight pre- 
views, making critics and managers 
hollow-eyed. 

Yellow Peril joints hit by slump 
here too so bad that one hasn’t paid 
rent for six months. 

Wally Ford writes back to wife 
here that Hollywood joint has 
named a salad for him. 

What critic on a night rag has 
the bad habit of snitching items 
from rival on an ayem paper? 

Robert McLaughlin and Sam 
Manheim, local producers, opening 
stocks in Pittsburgh and Detroit. 

Paul Pirrone, protege of Gene 
and Glenn, made local history by 
kayoing George Dillon with first 
punch 15 seconds after first bell. 

Bill McDermott, ‘Plain Dealer’ 
erick, made ,rohibition speech at 
City Club but took gang of friends 
to protect him. 

Drama rappers were nice but 
firm in telling Maude Adams she 
looked too old for Portia in ‘Mer- 
chant of Venice.’ 


Hollywood 


Frank Condon back after several 
weeks in the east. 

Adolphe Menjou east the end of 
the month for vacash. 

Ninetta Eugenia Sunderland, legit, 
engaged to Walter Huston. 

One Eye Connolly in the front 
row at the Majestic for opening of 
‘Nine O'clock Revue.’ 

Sign in a prominent boulevard 
men’s shop: ‘Come back, prosperity. 
Please! All is forgiven.’ 

Chiquita, Spanish singer, will pick 
up the Fanchon & Marco ‘La Plaza’ 
Idea in Denver. Opens No. 12. 

Marjorie De Haven, legit, 
gaged to Paul Lockwood, 
She’s the daughter of Carter 
Haven. 

Among his near-namesakes who 
made good in show business, Al 
Boasberg lists Clara Bowsberg and 
Major Bowesberg. 

Herbert O. Yardley here in story 
conferences at Pathe giving the}! 








en- 
non-pro. | 
De | 





lowdown on cryptography for the | 
next Constance Bennett picture. 
Morgan Howard, magician, will | 


be given a chance to do his stuff at 


the Pantages theatre, where he is 
ushering between prosperity eras. 
Frank Tuttle wrote a play. ‘Title | 


is ‘The Red Diamond,’ and he dedi- | 
cates it to Raymond Griffith, Oliver 





aid and guidance made it possible.’ | 


i opening of the 
| coln Hotels 


outdoor showman, died here. 


Charlie Keorner, with nine horses, 
first trainer at Hialeah Park. 


Steve Hannagan and bride, the 
former Ruth Ellery, honeymoon- 
ing. 

Sparks Circus showed two days, 
30 and 31. Business poor. Weather 
bad. 

‘Hoover Turkeys’ is the appella- 
tion given here to hot dogs selling 
for a jit. 

Fisher Properties announce the 
Boulevard and Lin- 
Nov. 25. 

Jas. H. Noble, maneger of Boule- 
vard Hotel, died at a government 
hospital in Key West. 


The Hi-Hat Club, dance spot out 
near the race track, opened. Ole 
Olsen music, floor show, and 10 
hostesses. 

Frank Bruen back from Broad- 
way to rush work on his Coral 


Gables race track. 
Christmas. 

This is the usual open season for 
weekly papers. A new one appear- 
ing about once a week. It will be 
pretty tough on the boys, if the 
game rooms do not open. 

Fairfax theatre, closed, is being 
reconditioned, under direction of H. 
H. Weiss, for the winter season, 
It will reopen next week with Greta 
Garbo in ‘Susan Lenox.’ 


Expects to open 


Latest racket reported to police 
by visitor from Iowa. The yokel 
claims a couple of tough guys 


pushed him overboard and then de- 
manded $2 to save him. He paid. 

Lindbergh will pilot the Ameri- 
can Clipper on her first trip out of 
here to Cristobal for Pan American 
Airways. The maiden trip of this 
giant 650-passenger ship will take 
place November 17. 

Anne Booker, local diving girl 
who was with the Diving Ringens 
in Europe when she injured her 
spine in a dive in a shallow tank, 
arrived home from Vienna. A wel- 
coming committee was at the dock 
to meet her. 

A new golf tournament, to sup- 
plant the $15,000 La Gorce open, 
with a purse of $10,000 was ane- 
nounced by the Henry L. Doherty 
interests, to be held in Coral Gables 
at the Miami Biltmore Country 
Club. The dates, March 18 and 20. 


Pittsburgh | 








Hal Cohen 
Jack Hooley down with the flu. 
Dave Selznick in town to visit 


relatives. 

Ruth Miller Wilbert, dancer, suf- 
fering from lumbago, Of all things! 

Johnny Harris invariably stops 
in front of windows filled with par- 
lor games. 

Karl Krug says there’s a former 
$100,000-a-year film director in the 
breadline here. 

George Seibel, 
York, bugs about 
comes Electra.’ 

Mike Cullen combined her birthe 
day and Christmas and gave the 
Mrs. a fur coat. 

The Stanley chorus has been ree 
hearsing every morning since the 
musicians’ strike. 

Harry Millstein off for the big 
town to become general sales man- 
ager for U shorts. 

Jack Benny brought both his wife 
and his sister to town during ‘Van- 
ities’ engagement. 

George Tyson is the ping-pong 
champ of the WB office and willing 
to take on all comers. 

Caspar Koch, city organist, is a 
bug on chess and estimates he’s 
played over 2,000 games. 

‘Wonder Bar’ and ‘Three’s a 
Crowd’ pitted against each other 
here Thanksgiving week. 

Bootleggers complain boys who 
used to buy by the case are now 
getting a pint at a time. 

Abbey Irish Theatre Players here 
in repertoire sponsored by snooty 
Twentieth Century Club. 

Ruth Gamble, the Nixon Bb. o. 
blonde, says it’s a lie that she won’t 
let anybody buy her lunch. 

That’s was Jerry Mayhall’s mu- 
sical arrangement in Von Grona’s 
‘Mechanical Ballet’ at the Roxy. 

Roy Rowe, Warner manager, was 
president of Emerton College, 
Swansboro, N. C., back in 1926. 

Bill Scott, Stanley manager, and 
Bill Zeiler, his assistant, were also 
together in Washington and De- 
troit. 

Paul McGrath, Sharp stock lead- 
ing man all last season, coming 
here with Helen Hayes ‘Good 
Fairy’, 

Sylvan Levy, 
WB crowd with 
wearing the same 
two years. 

Despite 
partment 
calls than ever 


back from New 
‘Mourning Be- 


in 


who supplies the 
hats, has been 
one himself for 


the depression the de- 
stores are getting more 
before for silk hats 


}and tail coats, 


A certain assistant theatre man- 


|ager has been married since June 
to a local dancer and nobody the 
| wiser except his boss. 


Harvey Gaul, the crick, has fole 
lowing legend on his typewriter: 
‘This is Gaul’s clavier. It responds 
only to Czerny technique. Lay 
off.’ 
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Toledo 


By Dick McGeorge 





City manager plan defeated. 

Thanks to Mitch Woodbury. 

Toledo police drama on WSPD. 

Brownie Shriver likes the horses. 

Apple vendors going heavy again. 

Still knocked off, had 10,000 gal. 
capacity. 

Ciggies are harder to keep with 
the tax on ’em. 

Scottish Rite gave their annual 
“Mikado” last week. 

Dick Roberts of the ‘Blade’ made 
the trip in the ‘Akron’, 

Tom Gardner, former 
man, elected councilman. 

Pine Villa Inn, new roader, opens 
with Bob Shively managing. 

Winters sitting on the curb wait- 
ing for burlesque house to open. 

Rustic Inn doing fair biz. Silver 
Slipper closed after several fed. 
raids. 

Collecting Indian head pennies is 
a rage here. They’re plenty tough 
to get. 

Add Queer Thacher elected mayor 
by 37,000 majority over incumbent 
W. T. Jackson. 

Zimmerman’s restaurant has one 
of the best autographed picture col- 
lections in town. 

Nobody trying to sell wine bricks 
here. Ingredients cheap and they’re 
making their own. 

Wally Caldwell and Harry Was- 
serman run daily around the Y 
track in their golf knickers. 

The Par. has a real lineup. Eva 
Tanguay, Ruth Roland and George 
Dewey Washington in successive 
weeks. 

Bainter-Hampden ‘Admirable 
Crichton’ due to play Toledo for one 
day; have been re-routed and Gra- 
nada date off. 

Pretty cold to play golf. Wally 
Caldwell, Jack O’Connell, Harry 
Winters and others are looking for 
something new. 

Theatres will co-operate for a 
charity show, acts shuttling from 
Rivoli to Paramount. Valentine will 
give a show and Granada players 
will aid. 


, 


theatre 





Reno 





Harry McGuire, editor of ‘Out- 
door Life,’ is getting outdoor life at 
a local dude ranch. 

Reno matrons warned in whole- 
sale distribution of anonymous let- 
ters to stop gossiping. 


Lon Murray, dance director, ex- 
pects to open Reno studio with 
Frank Marlowe as associate. 

Belle Livingstone still holding fort 
at Cowshed. Crowds have gone 
back to The Willows resort. 

Ann Reynolds, who married the 
heir to the tobacco millions, has 
nearly completed her six weeks’ 
Renovating sojourn. 

United States Senator Tasker L. 
Oddie (Rep.) busy explaining that 
recent vote for congressmen is no 
refiection on Hoover reign. 

Peggy Franklin, film actress, and 


Reno to wed and then depart for 
L. A. Tullis is oil operator. 

G. Wallace Harvey, once intimate 
of Mrs. Earle Williams, who killed 
herself in San Francisco few months 
ago, married at Minden, Nev., to 
divorced wife of William Wellman, 
film director. 


New England 


Wine bricks down to $1 and still 
no takers. 

N. E. newspaper jobs scarce as 
hen’s teeth. s 

John W. Holbrook, the NBCer, is 
a native of Hingham, Mass. 

New Bedford school acquires the 
famous Frock and Bache collection 
of stereopticon slides. 

John David Brown, Gloucester, 
Mass., projectionist, altar-bound 
with Mary F. Hutchinson. 

Manchester, N. H., voted 15,999 to 
2,395 in favor of Sunday night vaude 
and film shows. Concord voters 
also gave approval to end blue laws. 

Westerly, R. I, minister § an- 
nounces a flock of sermon titles so 
lurid that if they were for pictures 
instead of the pulpit there’d be a 
howl. 
Charles Hatfield and Lindsey 
Hooper celebrated fifth anniversary 
of their University theatre, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., with a supper on the 
stage for 150 guests. 

Interest in his case of Mrs. Syl- 
vester Z. Poli helped to bring a con- 
victed Torrington, Conn., slayer a 
pardon on the condition that he 
shall be deported to Italy. 
Challenged by a Massachusetts 
state trooper to hypnotize him and 
then failing in the attempt, Abdul 
Khier, Cambridge ‘hypnotist,’ was 
arrested for ignoring summonses for 
auto speeding. 

Cambridge, Mass., jury frees Pat- 
ricia Leary, cabaret dancer, of her 
previous conviction of threatening a 
Newton society woman. Both women 
alleged to have been jealous over a 
Filipino ex-sailor. 

People in Bay State town want 
vaude. So film theatre manager 
books three acts for a night costing 
$42. Top admish is 25 cents. House 
small, S.R.O., but no profit. Higher 
b.o. price out of the question. 

Mark McIntyre Spaulding seeks 
$775 in a suit against Mayor Rich- 
ard M. Russell of Cambridge, alleg- 
ing he was unpaid for services as 
publicity director of Hizzoner’s first 
political campaign two years ago. 

George Fawcett is at Nantucket, 
Mass., beginning his retirement 
from the screen. He is renovating 
a house that was built more than a 
century ago and there he intends to 
live. He expects to rewrite a play. 

A. A. Hamlett of Saugus, Mass.. 
former circus man, who is 64, is 
walking the streets with a placard 
on his back which says: ‘Situation 
wanted. I need work.’ He made his 











Newell Tullis of Louisiana, come to 


living for 38 years by stilt walking. 
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GILBERT MILLER presents 


PAYMENT DEFERRED 


A new play by Jeffrey Dell 


with CHARLES LAUGHTON 


“The most remarkable character ac- 
tor New York has been privileged to 
see in years.’"—John Mason Brown, 
Eve. Post. 

LYCEUM THEA., 45 St., E. of B’way. 
Evs. 8:30. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30. 


THE SEX FABLE 


A Comedy by EDOUARD BOURDET 
with MRS. PATRICK CAMPBELL 
RONALD SQUIRE 
“Finely cast and beautifully pro- 
duced. Shocking and sophisticated in 
the modern mood.’’—Robert Garland, 

World-Telegram. 
HENRY MILLER’S Th., 124 W. 43 St. 
Evs. 8:30 Sharp. Mts. Thurs.-Sat., 2:30 

















FRED & ADELE 


ASTAIRE MORGAN 
HELEN TILLY 
BRODERICK LOSCH 
IN 


The BAND WAGON 


THE PERFECT REV 
New Amsterdam,W.42 St. Evs.8.30. "N 


Mts. Wea. ,Sat. 











: &.47th|Pop- 
PAAWEABIR, Eric'snewierss 


ELEN 
TWELVETREES 


RICARDO CORTEZ 
in RKO-Pathe's 
“BAD COMPANY” 


— 47th St. & 
PALACE ii. Dally. 
GEORG 
anon & ag eon 
BENNY MEROFF & BAN 
JANET READE 
BURNS & ALLEN 
Selling 4 Weeks in Advance 
















B’ way. 
2:30. 


Seats 


58:1, GT ot, bexinaton & 30 ave. 


‘) a m to tf p. m. 
Wednesday te Friday, Nov. ti te I3 
LILY DAMITA 
in RKO-Radio Picture's 
“WOMAN BETWEEN” 
~ “GRAFT” 


Regis Toomey—Sue Carol 




















REAL COMEDY HIT! 


A Church Mouse 


Evenings 8:45 
STANDING ROOM NIGHTLY 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 


PLAYHOUSE 48th, E. of Bway 


Evs. Best Seats $3. Mats. Wed., Sat., 2:30 





50th St & Tth Ave 


OX 


“Friends and Lovers” 


with Adolphe Menjou - Lily Damita 


Erie Von Stroheim—On the stage 
Roxyettes—Singing Ensembie-—Ballet—Orchestra 


The World's Theatre 


‘Sahara’ — 


Beg. Friday, Will Rogers in “Ambassador Bill’’ 


86:1. ST. Co, ee | Ne 18 


te Friday, 
oY DAMITA 


A -Radio’s 
“WOMAN BETWEEN” 


————— 
V's 
farry Carroll's 
| CHALLENGE KEVUE 


2ND WEEK 


HELEN HAYES 


in 
‘Sin of Madelon Claudet” 











A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Stage—Horace Heidt’s 
Californians and Lobo II 

APITOL ‘sia s 
5ist St. 
Fri., John Gilbert, ‘The Phantom of Paris’ 





with 
LEWIS STONE—JEAN HERSHOLT 


Washington 


Nelson Bell mutilated by a big, 
burly dentist. Four down and two 
to go. 

Frank Morse moves from the 
Metropolitan Club to the exclusive 
Baronet. 

Mrs. Hoover gives the newly 
formed Washington Symphony a 
great send-off. 
Stratford-Upon-Avon Players al- 
most equal the record business done 
two seasons ago at the National. 
Theodore Hardy presents Andy 
Kelley with a silver point etching 
of Jane Cowl—to go in the critic’s 
gallery of art. 

Alexander Woollcott, playing with 
Francine Larrimore, still rates as a 
newspaperman with the Washing- 
ton correspondents. 

Hardie Meakin, in full dress, 
greets the nation’s dignitaries at- 
tending the world premiere of Seth 
Parker’s picture, ‘Way Back Home.’ 








Tom Kane, ahead of ‘As Hus- 
bands Go,’ gets a royal reception 
from Frederick J. Haskins, with 


special entertainment at the Press 
Club. 

Mason Peters pressed in as sec- 
ond-string dramatic reviewer by 
Mabell Jennings of the ‘Herald,’ 
bringing back an old timer to the 
theatre. 

Shakespearean plays in one week 
do more than twice the business of 
two musical comedies in a row, 
‘Three’s a Crowd’ and ‘Fine and 
Dandy.’ 

Hobart Bosworth applies to Sol 
Bloom, at the George Washington 
Bi-Centennial, for the job of imper- 
sonating the first President in the 
big ’32 pageant. 

Two high school students win the 
Fox Theatre-Eastern Air Transport 
cotton guessing contest over 20,000 
contestants. Both guessed within 
two ounces of the weight of a bale. 
Musicians’ union wins a_ six 
months’ fight with the Shuberts, the 
point being whether ‘Rhapsody in 
Black’ was a concert or a musical 
comedy. It’s a musical comedy and 
10 idle musicians get paid at the 
Belasco, since Lew Leslie carries 
his own band. 


Hartford 


Arthur Menard, Publix-Para- 
mount, abhors red ties. 

Regal theatre goes to second run 
after first run pictures for years. 
Blanche Cohen now with publicity 
department. Society of Magicians, 
New York. 

Warner Princess takes another 
dark spell after keeping open for 
two months. 

Jim Weis, manager Colonial, 
rushed to Hartford hospital. Oper- 
ated and recovering. 

Jack Sanson, New Britain, in 
serious condition. Hurt lifting 
props at Strand. Harry Morin is 
in New Britain managing Strand 
for Sanson, in hospital. 

‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ revival comes 
to Hartford with endorsements by 
leading society organizations. To 
play at ritzy Horace Bushness Me- 
morial for three days, with an ad- 
vance selling of more than 5,000 
seats. 

Two performances of the Metro- 
politon opera reveals that depres- 
sion means nothing for a complete 
sellout was in order six weeks in 
advance. Sales within 24 hours were 
7,000 seats for a total of $68,000, 
with a big waiting list hoping for 
cancelations, 


Baltimore 


N. Y. Theatre Guild got big biz 
with ‘Reunion in Vienna’ at Ford’s 
last week. 

New Theatre chucks the Monday 
opening after this week, starting 
hereafter on Saturday. 

Don Kirkley, dramatic critic for 
morning Sunpaper, to lecture on 
American drama in a series at Johns 
Hopkins University. 

Auditorium goes legit for Jolson 
engagement, first legit in this house 
in long time. Jolson’s date and 
opening of Pimlico season hardly a 
coincidence. 

Rivoli’s financial troubles lam- 
ented by oldtimers who recall days 
when house headed the deluxe 
parade. John H. Hessey, Joseph 
Bernstein and Hyman Paul Rome, 
receivers, announce business as 
usual, 

Scouts from stage and screen in 
town looking over two first-time- 
on-any-stage productions by local 
little theatres, Elmer Grinsfelder’s 
“Half-Past-Heaven” at the Guild, 
and Broughton Tall’s ‘Madame 
Bonaparte’ at the Vagabond theatre. 

Sara Yearley as Betsy Patterson 
in ‘Madame Bonaparte’ at the Vag- 
abond theatre scores personal hit, 
Louis Azrael of the Scripps-Howard 
‘Post’ declaring that her perform- 
ance brings to the little theatre 




















stage ‘more charm’ than it has had 
so, ‘so long.’ 

Arnold Stoltz, Loew’s Balto. di- 
rector of publicity, handling the 
hallyhoo for the picture houses’ Un- 
employment Benefit on Sunday (22). 
Stage shows to augment screen fare 
on that date at Keith’s, New, Hippo- 
drome, Stanley and Century. Val- 
encia and Parkway to contribute 
straight picture shows. Neighbor- 
hoods to run all Sunday at holiday 
scale, 





New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 





Maude Adams will play here. 

WICC raises commercial rate. 

Will Durant here for lecture last 
week. 

Is Dan Cummings still tearing up 
dollar bills? 


Ray Trotta unloaded just before 
his stock went up. 

Ward Hazen of Woodlawn 
found dead in bed. 

Prof. Baker is using David Par- 
doll as asst. director. 


Sol Spinelli and Jimmie Odrich 
are bitter rummy rivals. 


Edward Sullivan in town from 
West Coast for a football game. 

Leave it to Al Capone to pop up 
with that cigarette adv. beauty. 

A. G. Vestuti to direct first con- 
cert (Nov. 22) of Elm City Civic 
Orch, 

Jacqueline Keith changes her hair 
as often as the Fox-Poli changes 
its bill. 

Seems your handle must be 
Freddy to become a house mgr. in 
this town. 

Marty Dale wants it known that 
he and the Par band are no longer 
playmates. 

Hattie Ely, local court stenog, 
who published songs in N. Y., died 
here at 70. 

Eddie Weaver doesn’t want his 
name here this week for some rea- 
son or other. 

Football season brings flock of 
stage and screen celebs to town 
each week-end. 

It’s a wonder ‘Variety’s’ Hartford 
mugg wouldn’t spell Harvey Cocks’ 
(the hunter) name right. 

Harry Berman, Henry Busse, Roy 
Ward and Ed Brennan hard at 
work on Musicians’ ball. 

G. E. Osborn, brother of Norris 
G. Osborn, editor of ‘Journal-Cou- 
rier’, died suddenly Nov. 1. 

Looks like attitude of N. Y. The- 
atre Guild will cause local Little 
Theatre to drop word ‘Guild’ from 
its title. 

Local Par and Bridgeport Fox- 
Poli have hooked up with commer- 
ciai houses to sponsor radio periods 
furnished by theatres, 

Property man says you never re- 
alize how many actors are making 
payments on California homes till 
you try to borrow a fin. 

Walter Winchell, Bugs Baer, 
Rube Goldberg and Milt Gross 
scheduled to speak at testimonial 
to Joseph Connolly of International 
News here. 


Inn, 





Denver 


N. Y.-Denver air mail now eigh- 
teen hours. 

Auto drivers must have licenses 
next year—50 cents. 

Denver postal savings 
$1,000,000 in 5 months. 

Business at Denham stock re- 
mains steady. Weather too nice for 
pickup. 

Leon Leonoidoff, producer for 
Fanchon & Marco, visited here on 
way to Hollywood. 

Flo Ziegfeld and daughter here, 
visiting Billie Burke during week’s 
run of ‘Vinegar Tree.’ 

Brick work, terra cotta, floor and 
plastering done on new Orpheum. 
Will open around Christmas. 

Police judge rules man cannot 
be arrested as drunk if in company 
of sober person willing to take him 
home. 

Maurine Deakin, sec., Sheffield 
Exchange System, has been named 
manager of the Pueblo theatre, 
Pueblo. 

One drink is enough to draw fine 
or jail sentence for driving under 
influence of liquor, according to po- 
lice magistrate, Pickens. 

Arthur M. Oberfelder, John F. 
Healy and Walter M. Appell have 
incorporated as the Oberfelder 
Productions, Inc., 10 shares. 

Changes at Universal Exchange: 
Jack Anderson, salesman, to L. A. 
as district booker; A. W. O’Con- 
nell, asst. mgr. to salesman; Em- 
mett Warner, poster clerk to book- 
er and asst. mgr. 

Out-of-town exhibs seen on the 





increase 


row: Mr. and Mrs. Ray Katzen- 
bach, Thermopolis, Wyo.; Marie 
Goodhand, Kimball, Neb.; M. C. 


Kellog, Lead, S. D.; Harry McDon- 
ald, Crawford, Neb.; Geo. D. Cor- 
ich, Clayton, N. M.; Maurine Dea- 
kin, Pueblo, Colo.; Sid Wisebaum, 
Idaho Springs, Colo. and W. H. Os- 





tenburg, Scottsbluff, Neb. 





===, 


San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Frank Percy p. a. for ‘M 

Night dog racing starte 
mont. 

Sam Hearn joins F. @ 
Nov. 18. 

John Bruce’s col. 
Bulletin.’ 

Carola Goya dancing 
ity Playhouse. 

Tanforan race 
Nov. 6 and big. 

Goodwin Goldie 
Reno gold rush, 

Warfield backstage painte 


aytime? 
d at Bel. 

M. Ideq 
out of ‘Can. 
at Commun. 
Season  openeg 


back from the 


new Irish green. - bright 
Scott Perkins new roa 

producer on NBC. a show 
‘Inn at the Rhine’ 


marte foreign flicker. a 
George Mann plotting m 
— a recent divorce, 
- Anthony Smythe, ve i 
man, gone radio a NBC. ea 
Fred Bittke’s wife getting a ai 
vorce from the radio singer, r 
Angelo Rossi and Dick Fitzgerald 
re-elected mayor and sheriff 
John Gilbert isn’t the guy yo 
ay vt he’s a Bush street fu. ‘ 
etty Kelly, NBC soprano i 
to Kenneth Stromauist. sa 
_Henry Pincus keeps petrified old 
ciggies on his desk for spongers 
or oo ge in hospital for week 
anc ooded wi rires, le 
2 Aa ith wires, letters and 


atrimony 


rrier, 


Helen Gahagan told the daili 
f ) alles 
that legit stars’ salaries gs} 
lowered. aes fi 
Buddy Rogers’ brother, B. Bie 


shipped from here to the Orient ‘for 
the experience.’ 

George Archainbaud and flock of 
Radio Pictures people up for race 
track scenes at Tanforan. 

Jack Dillon, Fox exchange chief 
took eight stitches in hand. Result 
of pushing a window open. 

J. Maurice Ridge, ERPI Sales 
manager, once a Cincinnati news. 
hound with Odd McIntyre and 
others. 

Ray Howard, ‘Call-Bulletin’ staff 
photographer in Reno, playing role 
of cameraman in ‘Five Star Final’ 
at Warners. 

Jean Campbell Crowe best-dressed 
radio prog. director in town; Her- 
man Kersken Beau Brummell. of 
theatre managers. : 

Emil Umann, ribber’ extraodi« 
naire, got bread on the waters when 
Max Dolin awakened him at 5 am, 
for a check-in report. 


Canton 


By Rex McConnell 








Four bank closings in less than siz 
months hard blow to Canton thee 
atres. 

Bill Copeland, announcer WHBC, 
identifies programs now as W. Frede 
erick Copeland, 

Dick Harter, 
commenter, in 
from bronchitis. 

Canton union musicians agree to 


Repository theatre 
hospital recovering 


take 25% pay reduction. Scale now 
$45 weekly for side men. 
Duke Drukenbrod, Sells Floto 


sideshow manager, selling neckwear 
in local men’s store this winter. 

Opening Billy Sunday meeting in 
city auditorium got less than $150 in 
collections. Here for five weeks. 

Adolphe Buerhig, Loew’s manager, 
had lone buck in his pocket when 
Canton’s largest bank closed res 
cently. 

Land o’ Dance, Canton’s largest 
downtown ballroom, reopens under 
direction H. W. Perry. Russo band 
first attraction. 7 

Edith Ambler Players, first dra- 
matic stock company in town in 
more than year, clicking nicely at 
Grand opera house. 

Mozart theatre, owned formerly 
by A. H. Abrams, man who opened 
Canton’s first nickelodeon, reopens, 
after dark many months. 

Pit musicians at Grand Oper 
house, idle for more than a yeah 
gamble with stock company on C0 
op and pulled down $16 each opening 








week. 
Salt Lake City 
By Philip G. Lasky 
Harry Golub, RKO manager, 


made a fast trip to San Francis¢d 
for special RKO managers meeting 
Flew down and back. 

Harry David, division manager 
for Publix, and Mrs. David back 
from San Francisco, where they 4! 
tended the golden wedding @ 
niversary of David's parents. Senile 
David has been with the San Frat 
cisco Board of Health for 34 year® 

Louis Marcus, ex-head of L. Mare 
cus Enterprises, theatre chain = 
ers, made a great race for or 
against John F. Bowman, seekins 
re-election. Plenty of mud — 
ing in campaign, including razzbet 


in 

ries for Marcus’ fortune, made 

pictures, 

> , re 
RKO Orpheum ran free pent 3 
day morning show for unemP tof 
ment relief. Admission we host 
children only, and available to tothe 


who brought some article of «eri 
ing. Fifteen Orpheum acts COW.) 
uted. KDYL Kangaroo (childr 
band headliner. 
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Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 





Leroy Jacobs back after flu. 

Mothers with babes in arms free. 

Two-bit stock at Chattanooga by 
the Peruchi players. i 

Happy Chapman is trying to get 
gettled at Centerville. 

William R. Hicks of Rock City 
Shows will winter in Jasper this 
year. ‘ 

A couple of cigarette manufac- 
turers have been angling for Lu- 
ther Patrick for chain programs. 

Harry Snodgrass, the prison 
playing pianist, is playing small 
picture galleries in North Alabama. 

Lasses White stopped over en 
route to stage a home talent show. 
Still says minstrels will do a come- 


back. 4 2 
Pete Marzoni says he is the only 
dramatic editor who never even 


wanted to write a play. 


Sheet music for 10 cents now 
making its appearance on news- 
stands and causing the music 


pouses to boil. 

Charlie Haug is another fellow 
that rides those Highland avenue 
cars and threatens to buy a saddle 
and a pair of spurs. 

Montgomery is making a hard 
fight for vaude. Amateur vaude has 
been running there for months and 
it seems to be paying. 


Papers are howling for benefit 
shows for charity suggested by 


Owen D. Young. More so because 
Young came here to open Commu- 
nity Chest drive and it was good 
copy. 

Birmingham is almost sure to be 
without a roadshow this year since 
Erlanger cancelled lease on the old 





Jefferson. Roadshows are playing 
all around the Ham now and no 
signs of bookings here. 
Ogden | 
By D. J. Greenwell 
Little theatre's second play, 


Mover Road,’ drew better than first. 
Leora Thatcher directing. 

Seventeen McKinley high school 
footballers from Honolulu had their 
first snowball fight while here to 
play game. 

Ogden merchants’ organization 
votes against propcsal made by 
chain store to keep stores open after 
6 Saturday night. 

Looks like Ben Lomond club will 
cancel remaining lecture engage- 
ments account club’s money being 
tied up in closed bank. Gen. Smed- 
iey D. Butler declined to cancel and 
got his $500. 

Lagoon Amusement Co. and Fi- 
delity and Casualty Co. sued for 
$10,000 by Anna Cano, who charges 
her child was burned when sparks 
from a miniature locomotive set fire 
to child’s dress. 

Peeved because Governor Dern 
took Weber county to task for non- 
co-operation with juvenile court, 
county commissioners’ said they 
probably would vote against county 
co-operation for state fair unless 
governor eliminated gambling games 


Oklahoma City 


Cyclones whipped Sooners. 
Bob Hutchinson back from New 
York. 





Good rye and corn now selling 
$3 per gallon and up. 
It is reported that Muriel Moore 


Will soon become a Savage. 


Roller skating revived in Merry 
Garden and with excellent atten- 
dance. 

Doris Kenyon appeared in _ per- 


son in ‘Lyric Silhouettes’ at Shrine 
Auditorium. 

The kids were all happy and 
some grownups not so happy over 
Hallowe’en pranks. 

RKO vaudeville folded and regu- 
lar stock substituted at the War- 
ner, one show each evening and 
Couple matinees weekly. 

Three of the leading theatres had 
midnight previews with ‘A Danger- 
Ous Affair’ at Warner, ‘Shanghaied 

ove’ at Midwest and ‘Blonde 
Crazy’ at Criterion. 

U. S. Sen. Elmer Thomas, of 
Oklahoma, en route to Washington, 
Said that Gov. ‘Alfalfa Bill’ Murray 
of Oklahoma will be the next Presi- 
dent of the Unitee States. 


Atlanta : 


By Ernie Rogers 


Show business at low. 

Al Evans, Fox organist, on air for 
Colonial bread. 

Bust of Enrico Leide unveiled with 
ceremony at Fox. 

Commercial accounts picking up 
at WSB and WGST. 

Vincent Kay replaces Dave Love 





as orchestra leader at Georgia. 


t git shows at Erlanger canceled | 
ecause of trouble with stage em- | 
Ployees. 
> 4 j 
— erry Bechtel has organized own! 
and for Merita bread broadcasts | 
Over WSR. 
. Mavor Jim Key, who says 18th} 
“amendment is all wet, has begun | 


Sunday 


school class j Capitol the-} 
Sire. la in Cay | 


\ Ousted from at Grace | 
Methodist Church. 


class 


CHATTER 


Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 


Charity: drive went 
full quota, $1,550,000. 


over for the 


| brey 


Tommy Taaffe has been appointed | 


cashier in the 


ment. 

Eddie Kuhn reopened his waffle 
shop, where the night crowd ‘Waff 
and Coff.’ 

Reported W. P. Kyne, manager of 
Riverside, is contemplating a mile 
track. He has place under a two- 
year lease. 

Jack Moffitt, after a year on the 
Universal lot, Hollywood, is back as 
picture editor for the ‘Star.’ 

Street car in attempt to get Sun- 
day business is offering a five cent 


city water depart- 


fare. Regular rate is a dime. 
Harry Puck, Greta Alpeter, Jo- 
sephine Huston and Clifford New- 
dahl, from ‘Three Little Girls,’ on 
the air over WDAF. 
American Royal live stock and 
horse show opens 14, and the the- 


atre men are preparing to welcome 
their country cousins. 





Boston 


By Len Libbey 

Admiral Byrd 
speeches again. 

Al ‘Boston American’ Duffy's col- 
umn being missed. 

The Group Players 
latest resident stock. 

Bob Berger's waffle place extend- 
ed closing time to 4 a. m. 

Will Hays due’ soon to address 
the Chamber of Commerce. 
Rodeo gave the town 
street parade in five years. 

The depression has reduced the 
prices on complete tuxedo outfits to 
$2 a night. 

Col. W. T. ‘Rodeo’ Johnson treated 
N. E. newspapermen to a Chuck 
Wagon dinner. 

Two dollars will be top price at 
all performances of the ‘Student 
Prince,’ due soon. 

Mrs. Morris Gest. wired the local 
rags that Morris was producing “The 
Miracle’ on his own and not with 
her coin. 

Publix-Paramount 
work on it’s theatre at Coolidge 
Corner, Brookline, or lose its li- 
cense, selectmen voted this week. 


Indianapolis 


By H. Gene Haynes 


making public 


is Boston's 


its first 


must start 





Business slightly better. 

Loew’s with ‘Madelon Claudet.’ 

Dot Cutshaw new sec. to Indiana 
moguls, 

Ted Nichols handling press for 
Skouras-Publix. 

Dick Snyder's band coming in to 
help out Tom Devine. 

Indiana Theatres Owners Associ- 
ation has legal staff aiding city in 
attempt to have water, light and 
power rates r-duced. 

Carl Niesse, new assistant man- 
ager of Skouras-Publix. Aids B. V. 
Sturdivant, who recently suc- 
ceeded Cullen Espy. 

John Hodapp, Cleveland second 
sacker, came back to the scene of 
his first baseball and got himself 
married. Gone to Europe. 

Indiana management has _ plan 
now to call in advisory committee, 
namely: Assistant manager, musi- 
cian, sound and projector man, ad- 
vertising and ballroom representa- 
tive, before any policy matters are 
decided. 


- Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 


Old Heidelberg, 
for year. 

Jack Worner again business agent 
for stagehands. 

Edwyn Pfister, local singing cop, 
headed for stage. 

James Cagney in person at War- 
ner, accompanied by Mrs. 

Geo. gZach's Little Symphony 
Sundays again at West Side Turner 
Hall. Seventy-eighth year of Bach 
music in this building. 

Lawrence Gross, Boston 
buyer, has completed ‘The 
Crime’ in collaboration with 
ward Childs Carpenter. 

Bill Hooker, columnist on ‘Jour- 
nal,’ has had Oregon Trail marker 
unveiled for him near Douglas, 
Arizona. Formerly cattleman., 

Because the contract was made 
on Sunday. Geo. Smith lost suit 
$841.50 alleged due him on _ six 
months’ contract as roadhouse man- 
ager. 

Nick Burke, friend of 
folk who stopped at his 
hotel years ago, died at Deaconess 


oasis, 


padlocked 


store 
Perfect 
Ed- 


theatre 


hospital following operation. For- 
merly manager Grace hotel, Chi- 
cago, and part owner Milwaukee 


ball club. 
Robert Lee Allen, born in Keno- 





sha but brought up locally, had 
usual good time visiting old friends 
while at Davidson in ‘Blossom 
Time.’ Made debut at same house 
in Charley Salisbury’s stock, which 
had on its roll Eleanor Robson, Au- 
Bouccicault, Richard Bennett, 
Theodore Roberts and John Daly 
Murphy. 


Montgomery, Ala. 


Bill Cherry looking for reportorial 
job. 
Jimmie 
soon, 
Automobile 
year out. 
Alabama votes down $25,000,000 
bond issue. 
Bowling alley 
nice business. 
Leon Copeland, Paramount door- 
man, back on job. 
Al Stanley and his orchestra 
Paramount vaudeville. 
Dutton Circus leave here for win- 
ter quarters at Sarasota. 
Fred Spear picks Tennessee foot- 
ball team as national champs. 
Rubin & Cherry carnival in win- 
ter quarters at Fair grounds. 
Exchange Hotel breaks away 
from chain operation. Local people 
buy all interest. 


Pepper may get married 


tag license for next 


opens and doing 


top 





Bronx 


Sid Koenig looking for Hi Gains- 
borough. 

Morris Sussman reading plays— 
and liking it. 

George Costello being taught to 
box by his boy. 


Adolph Goldberg out of the Wind- | 


sor, going to the Shuberts. 

With Fox out of the Park Plaza, 
Monty Salmon may return to 
Brooklyn. 

Washington Heights theatre peo- 
ple laugh at reports that that sec- 
tion will get some new theatres. 

Joe Kligler doesn’t want to go to 
the seashore next summer and the 
wife does. They'll go to the sea- 
shore. 

Pre-wedding gifts not so nu- 
merous. Bert Korbel thinks it may 
be more profitable to put it off until 


better times. 
Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 





Jimmie Hicks out at Fox-West 
Coast. 

Toby Leitch and Sam Gore to 
Yakima playing Fox Yakima vaude. 

Harry Jordan, old-time actor, 


now here in business and doing 
oke. 
Mrs. Leslie Carter, booked for 


two weeks in Northwest 
and B. C. 

Gal ushers at local prize fights 
is new stunt, and why not, with so 
many women at the ringside? 

Midnite show with vaude Dill 
working in a unit and regular pic- 
ture on screen at full prices at Or- 
pheum went oke at first trial last 
week. 

Helen Gorham, U co-ed, doing 
good job for women students’ or- 
ganization concert series, with S. O. 
for Tibbet and Hayes. Three more 
to come. 


towns 





Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 





Nelse Trowbridge a symphony in 
brown. 

A Vine street dinery using three 
strummers for window ballyhoo. 

Old Robinson Opera House 
second season as relief kitchen. 

Mayor Russell Wilson, ex-critic 
of ‘Times-Star,’ breezed to re-elec- 
tion. 

Alexander Moore is gen. mgr. for 
Joe Cherniavsky Sympho-Synco- 
pators, 

Erlanger-Grand dark for fort- 
night due to postponement of ‘Fine 


in 


jand Dandy.’ 


| 
| 


for | 


Davidson | 
| the 


RKO theatres now plugged by 
several hundred three-sheet stands 
within 20-mile radius. 

No Childs filling station here, but 
eateries are aping policy of offer- 
ing harvest hands’ feed for flat rate. 

Martin Johnsons to be with their 
animal film at Taft Auditorium 
Nov. 20 and 21; $1.25 top. 

‘Mother’ Krause, Albee wardrobe 
mistress, subject of two-col, sen- 
timental yarn by Joe Doran in 
Post.’ 

Wrestling 
all-femme 
patronage, 
ropes, 


promoters 
mat show 
Fighting 


putting 
to pep 
racket 


on 
up 
is on 
of Green Lantern, over- 
the-river black and tan cafe, are 
frisked before gaining admittance. 
Artillery is returnable upon depar- 
ture. 


Patrons 


Long Island 





| Schulberg or Mayer. 


;ent 


Gate Crasher 


Continued from page 40) 


desk, ‘I want a pass to Texarkana.” 
And the guy says, ‘Who are you? 
I says, ‘Me? I’m affiliated with the 
Interstate Bus Service. And the 
guy says, ‘Oh,’ and writes me out @ 
pass. 

‘You'd think a fellah with my tal- 
could pull the same on 
I mean, that’s 


line 


what you'd think. 

‘There's only one big thing I did 
;}out here,’ says One-Eye, ‘and that 
was keeping Will Hays off the Fox 


lot a couple of years ago. 


Buster and John West back from 
Europe. 

‘Is Nothing Sacred?’ will have to 
get along without Stanley Ridges. 

Married couples’ popularity con- 
test under way at Bayside Victory 

Few high-class restaurants can 
|make the grade on North Shore | 
sans liquor. 

Mrs. Eric Blore (Clara Mackin) 
off on hurried trip to coast with 
Miriam Hopkins. 





Municipally-owned speaks sug- 
gested for incorporated villages in 
Great Neck News. To give the 
trustees a chance to muscle in, no 
doubt. 

‘Lily,’ the Bill Harris show, with- 


drawn after Brooklyn tryout de- 
spite Harris’ confidence in it. Star 
trouble rumored, with Ulric sug- 


gested for lead if ‘Social 


doesn't go. 


Register’ 


Albany, N. Y. 
By Henry Retonda 


Milton Smith traveling 
state on exploitation work. 


through 


Sig Whitman was in town to con- 


| fer with Al Herman, Albany Uni- 
i versal manager. 
John Sorensky, former Ringling 


; were 





Bros. tattoo man, applied to Al- 
bany police for night’s lodging. 

Dick Hartigan, former organist at 
Troy theatre, replaces Steve Bois- 
clair at RKO Plaza, Schenectady, 
resigned, 

Visitors in town during the week 
Frank Walker, Mike Kallett, 
Marshall Taylor, Bill Benton, Bill 
Smalley. 

tockne 
presented to 
football team 
RKO Palace. 

As winner of a mileage estimate 
contest conducted by O. H. Buckley, 
Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy Y. Long are off 
on a 16-day West Indies cruise. 

RKO Palace, which has been run- 
ning shows as late as midnight for 
almost a week after opening, is 
breaking nearer to 11 p.m. now. 

Bernie Depkin, former Warner 
Bros. zone manager at Albany, re- 
signed from similar position at Mil- 
waukee to go with Skouras Bros. in 
Virginia. 

W. W. Farley, theatre owner, took 
part in the welcoming ceremonies 
for his famous son-in-law, Hugh 
Herndon, Jr., and Clyde Pangborn. 
first to span the Pacific. 

Every theatre in the city will 
screen a midnight show Nov. 19 for 
the benefit of the jobless relief. 
Charles Smakwitz, zone manager 
for Warner Bros., has been named 
chairman of the Albany committee 
in charge of all branches of the 
theatrical field for the drive. 


Portland, Me. 


By Hal Cram 


football 
champion 
from the 


silver trophy 
Vincentian 
stage of 





Jim Moore living here again. 


Empire only dark house out of 
nine in city. 

Cold draft in balcony at Play- 
house not so good. 

Frankie De Rice in town to take 
over winter boxing. 


Local Lions presented seven acts 
vaud. at midnight frolic, 

RKO Keith’s used for meetings 
by teachers in State convention. 

Huber, playing Jefferson, does 
numerous street stunts as bally. 

Local promoter puts up $25 bonus 


to two boxers turning in best 
scrap. 

Local Legion Post to stage 
Maine-in-Market Exposition No- 
vember 16. 

Ken Berry now dramatic editor 


‘Evening Express’, replacing Clara 
Losebrook. 


Easton, Pa. 


By A. M. Powell 


‘Elizabeth the Queen’ opened legit 
season in Easton to near capacity. 

Nearly 20,000 hunters took to the 
woods around here during past 
week for small game, 

Reformer elected district attorney 
in Northampton County. Platform 
was to close up roadhouses. 

Burlesques drawing fairly in Al- 
lentown and Easton, playing former 
on Mondays and in latter Tuesdays 

Price cutting among theatres in 
Lehigh Valley. Colonial of Bethle- 
hem goes from 50 to 35 evening and 
35 to 25 matinees. 

Two well known summer resorts 
at Delaware Water Gap burned 
down, the Kittatining, a fashionable 
place, and Brushy Mountain Lodge 
Damage, $150,000. 

Marquis Players of Lafayette Col- 


Fox was 


in pretty weak shape and needed 
some good publicity, so they hired 
me as gate-keeper. Along come Will 
| Hays, and I figured it would make 


more publicity if I kept him off the 
lot. But they didn’t appreciate it 
at Fox.’ 

One-Eye's 
termination. 
around here,’ 


eye lighted with de- 
‘But I'm gonna hang 
he says, ‘until I beat 
this town. I sent out 500 Christmas 
cards last year, and I'll send out a 
thousand this year. There must be 
a way.’ 


Reno Slump 


(Continued from page 1) 


roster of games includes: faro, 4; 
craps, 10; roulette, 12; twenty-one, 
16; poker, 10; stud, 8; panguingui, 


7; keno, 4; hazard, 3; big six wheels 
4; punch boards, 1; fan tan, 1; 
race track pool room, 2. 

Though they are not organized 
into a union, unemployed gambling 
dealers here are making an effort 
to induce the boss gamblers to ro- 
tate or stagger their crews and 
thus give more dealers a chance to 
get in a shift or two each week, 
Many dealers work seven days a 
week, while other dealers are walk- 
ing the streets looking for work of 


any xind. 
During the height of the gambling 
activity last summer 500 dealers 


were on the payroll of the various 
joints. Now there are but 160 work- 
ing regularly, as the games in the 
bootlegging joints run but one shift 
a day, and but half a dozen games 
in the town are open at all times. 


$500,000 Studio Cops 








(Continued from page 1) 


that this type of man won't do since 
they can’t soft-pedal the tough man- 
ner in which they are accustomed 
to treating the public and are con- 
tinually looking for something 
softer and more remunerative. 

Regularly employed at all of the 
studios are about 250 men, with this 
total rising to 400 with peak pro- 
duction when at least one man is 
assigned to each picture, 

One studio has cut its theft loss 
from $30,000 a year to almost noth- 
ing by tightening up on its force. 
Loss was not made up of the ar- 
ticles stolen, but the amount of time 
it added to productions while insig- 
nificant props that had been filched 
from live sets were being replaced, 
This studio had been subject to an 
epidemic of ftathroom fixture steal- 
ing since those articles could be un- 
screwed without detection and could 
be adapted to use around the house, 


W. C. Bryant Dean 


Dean of Hollywood studio police 
chiefs is W. C. Bryant at Para- 
mount, who started 14 years ago at 
the old Par lot, with two men. He 
now has 21. Numbers at other large 
studios are: Metro, 31; Fox, 32; Ra- 
dio, 19; First National (three lots), 
32; and Universal, 16. 

In addition to the chiefs, bigger 
studios usually have captains, lieu- 
tenants and sergeants on their 


‘staffs, some assigned to night duty 


and acting as night chiefs. 
Knowing the habits of most of the 
actors, writers and workers of Hol- 


lywood, chiefs will often send in 
warnings about previous violators 
who are unreliable, habitual drink- 


ers or larceny hounds to the casting 
or other hiring offices when they 
hear that the offenders are being 
considered, in order to stave eff 
unpleasantness on the lot. 
TYROS’ PARADISE 
Paris, Nov. 1. 

A new departure is that of Henri 

Lesieur, owner of the Theatre Fon- 


taine. In search of new material, 

he advertises for young authors te 

come and bring their scripts. 
Usual procedure here as else- 





| 


lege did the opening acts only of 
‘The Last Mile’ and ‘Inheritor: 
Idea was to show sharp contrast | 


between the two plays. 


i 


where is for authors to send manu- 
scripts with the chances script ree 
mains long unread, 


a | 
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Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 











Heart Breaking Crosby 

No matter how happily the Para- 
mount audience may regard Bing 
Crosby’s arrival at the Cross-roads 
of the World, the siage show is im- 
bued with a note of meloncholy be- 
fitting the dramatization of a torch 
singer. It’s Mr. Crosby’s own fault, 
for always apologizing and begging 
for just one more chance, that the 
girls in his unit are in a subdued 


mood, misty with  torch-ballad 
tears. 
Mrs. Jesse Crawford cannot be 


gay accompanying a voice as plain- 
tive and winning as the Crosby 
baritone. She must wear black and 
be quietly sympathetic. The pian- 
iste to whom Mr. Crosby sings can- 
not be anything but repentent as 
she bows her head, thoroughly 
ashamed of having doubted him for 
@ moment and driven him to the 
humiliation of sad, tender pleading. 
The Danny Dare Girls make no 
bones about giving in to the lachry- 
mose liquid of Mr. Crosby's vocal- 
izing. They cover their eyes with 
blue velvet skull caps from which 
drip strings of pearls, each pearl a 
drop of sympathy for love unre- 
quited. Draped in slinky blue vel- 
vet, they writhe in the tortuous 
throes of modern ballet, clawing the 
air with long, silver fingers that 
cry despair. Vanessi, a perfectly 
formed statute posed under a weep- 
ing willow tree, comes to life to ex- 
press gracefully the acrobatic ver- 
sion of sorrow, later forgetting her 
troubles in a rhumba, alluringly 
gowned in pale green and henna, 
Jimmy Conlin’s new assistant is 
safely isolated from tears in her 
own vaudeville act. But she has 
troubles of her own, what with Mr. 
Conlin forever interrupting her 
solos and a host of stooges popping 
in just in time to wreck her high 
notes. Well-dressed in a gown of 
cerise velvet, putting over at least 
the introductory bars of hot num- 
bers, she is a capable foil for Mr. 
Conlin’s light-headed eccentricities. 





Heavens! A Teeth Gnasher! 


Pictures, gathering sophistication 
since the advent of talkers, no 
longer emphasize black-hearted vil- 
lainy. Scenarists have gone so far 
as to indicate that even the most 
abandoned wretch is not wholly 
bad. On occasion they have hinted 
that wickedness may be romantic 
and delightful. 

Estelle Taylor, it would seem, 
doesn’t know villainy is just a little 
old-fashioned. Miss Taylor isn't 
entirely to blame; she didn’t write 
‘The Unholy Garden’ nor create the 
bad, bad temptress she reproduces. 
But she does throw her heart into 
the thing, getting very drunk to 
prove how utterly unredeemed she 
is, baiting her prey with long, ling- 
ering glances, gnashing her teeth 
furiously when her wiles fail to en- 
mesh suave Ronald Colman. Fixing 
him with a look, nasty as nasty can 
be, she calls him a ‘rotter,’ her up- 
per lip curling back from its vitu- 
peration. 

Though dialog writers neglected 
to provide the asides dear to villain- 
esses of the ’90’s, Miss Taylor's 
pantomime conveys them. 

Fay Wray’s assignment is as 
dated as Miss Taylor’s. The grand- 
daughter of a notorious embezzler, 
she is brought up in a desert sanc- 
tuary for renegades, where she 
moons over magazine illustrations 
of Paris streets, orders her clothes 
wistfully from a Continental cata- 
log. A timid miss, she weeps with 
delight when given a smile and 
trembles with fear when the direc- 
tor tells her to. Miss Wray believes 
in her so thoroughly that she makes 
her a pathetically shy and appealing 
heroine. 





Ad Libbing Ladies 


Girls at the Broadway are faced 
with the necessity of performing 
more than their established rou- 
They must learn to be aa 
libbers, sure of themselves, and the 
to whatever 
master of ceremonies happens to be 
No girl stays in her 
She troupes in and out of 
dialogs and blackouts that do their 


tines. 
answers they give 


in command. 
own act. 


best to establish revue flavor. 


Nobody expects a girl who dances 

as well as Betty Jane Cooper to 
- be adept at reading lines, but Miss 
Cooper does very well in back-chat 
Her slimness 


with Georgie Price. 
is outlined smartly in a sleek gown 
of scarlet crepe, slit skirt weighted 
with a band of self-fabric to make 
it practical and graceful for acro- 
batic dancing. Miss Cooper makes 


her entrance frock go a long way. 
Lorraine Manners knows that 
rich monotone satins do a lot, under 
stage lights, for a strawberry 
blonde. She chooses shell pink for 
a cunning leotard and plain black, 
relieved by green pumps and ker- 
chief chiffon, for comedy scenes 
with Mr. Price. 

Chatting with a comedian and 
rising above his unexpected com- 
ments are not new tasks to Lady 
Yukona Cameron. Foiling for Al 
Trahan has groomed her to accept 
whatever comes with unassailable 
calm and dignity. Her clear vocal- 
izing and ability to wear gowns 
stunningly could rate her as a good 
single, but she probably agrees with 
the audience that it’s more fun 
listening to Trahan’s impromptu- 
isms than singing a full verse and 
chorus free of side-splitting inter- 
ruptions. 





Left High in Air 
‘Consolation Marriage’ which 
claims to be the picture that 
‘Sweeps ‘Cimarron’s’ Immortal Sa- 
bra to Stardom’s Heights,’ carries 
out its promise by starring Irene 
Dunn and leaving her on heights 
remote from the comprehension of 
picture fans. 

Overlooking sympathy for its star, 
‘Consolation Marriage’ plunges her 
into mechanical scenes that she 
must make the best of. Jilted by 
a young man who may or may not 
be a cad—nobody takes the trouble 
to clarify that point—Miss Dunn 
takes to speakeasies in a nice quiet 
way. 

There she catches a husband, also 
rebounding from a smashed love 
affair. Not until the broken heart- 
ed newlyweds have raised a gigan- 
tic Saint Bernard from a tiny 
puppy and given birth to what ap- 
pears to be a two-year old child, 
do they realize that love, true love, 
has grown out of their disconso- 
late marriage. 

Miss Dunn, awfully sweet, ten- 
der and understanding, copes with 
her part bravely, but she cannot 
make it live. The baby is the most 
sincere member of the cast. When 
its mother awakens it in the mid- 
dle of the night to tell it the long 
sad story of her life, the child 
registers infant annoyance elo- 
quently. 





Trix Friganza at State 

Single women may come and go 
in vaudeville, but Trixie Friganza 
keeps rolling along. Miss Friganza 
has her own formula. She knows 
that any audience warms to an 
over-sized gal who makes fun of her 
weight. By under-dressing her en- 
trance costume, she adds to sub- 
stantial proportions surrounded by 
silver lace and billowing chiffon 
ruffles. 

Miss Friganza will not permit au- 
diences to remain cool and distant. 
She beams good humor the while 
she renders old-fashioned catch-line 
numbers whose type has seen better 
days. She jerks off one costum? 
after the other, finally stripping to a 
satin leotard for a Charleston, to 
convince the audience that, in spite 
of her silver hair, she is still a gay 
soubret. 

Chase and La Tour depict the 
smooth and seamy sides of life, as 
the Bowery Bum and the Uptown 
Swell, each in his own fashion, woo 
their girl friends. The Bowery Belle 
is a dese-dems-and-does miss in a 
green beret and striped blazer. The 
Park Avenue debby, regal in white 
satin and black velvet, speaks in the 
very best of the phrases approved 
by Emily Post. Democracy wins in 
the end, as the quartet knocks over 
social distinctions and joins in a 
hotcha finale. 





Machine Age Gang Melo 

Small boys will have a breathless 
time watching the ‘Popular Me- 
chanics’ style props the ‘system’ has 
thought up to strike terror in its 
victims in ‘The Ruling Voice.’ The 
‘system’ is a group of trade rack- 
eteers so mighty they count their 
monthly profits in millions. Dressed 
up with pearl stickpins and wing 
collars, with all the suavity of big 
business, these bloodthirsty villains 
hold board of directors’ meetings in 
palatial suites of offices, turning 
faces full of evil toward the cam- 
era. Best of all to the small boys 
will be the diabolic ingenuity with 
which the offices are fixed up. 

A stranger on the premises might 
pause to admire an innocent looking 


(Continued on page 62) 








Did You Know That— 


Lily Pons was simply ex- 
quisite at her recent Carnegie 
Hall concert....She wore a 
lovely white satin gown with 
ruffles covering the entire 
skirt, and a band of gardenias 
over one shoulder and down 
the back....for color she added 


a large chartreuse’ chiffon 
handkerchief...Fay Marbe was 
among those present, wearing 
an oyster white satin with her 
usual silver sequins and an 
ermine wrap....Peggy Wood 
looked sweet in dark street 
clothes....Bob Ritchie leaves 
for California this week.... 
They say that Ona Munson is 
on her way east and may play 
opposite Billy Gaxton in the 
new Sam Harris show.... 
Claudia Dell, so the story goes, 
was so disgusted with her 
small part when she received 
her script, in the same mu- 
sical, that she immediately 
took a train back to Holly- 
wood....Joan Bennett is love- 
lier than ever, this visit.... 
The emerald necklace worn by 
Mrs. Clarence Mackay, former 
Anna Case, at the opening of 
the opera last week, is re- 
ported to be the most fabulous 
jewel ever displayed in this 
country....Bori sang beauti- 
fully the other night in ‘La 
Boheme’, and Martinelli was 
more than usually inspired.... 
A brilliant audience included 
many professional people, no- 
table among whom was Doro- 
thy Fields, who wore a stun- 
ning black decollette and that 
new hairdress of her’s.... 
Herb Fields, Charlotte Green- 
wood, who looked very striking 
in a magnificent ermine wrap 
trimmed in sable; Mr. and 
Mrs. Max Winslow, and Cath- 
erine Dale Owen....The Sat- 
urday night Mayfair gathering 
was gay and included Mary 
Duncan, Laddie Sanford, Flor- 
ence Rice, Joan Bennett, His 
Honor, Barbara Bennett, Mort 
Downey, Mme. Francis, Irene 
Delroy and her new hubby; 
Grace Brinkley, Ethelyn Terry 
Vivienne Segal, Doris Duke, 
Louis Shurr, Georgie White, 
Gertrude MacDonald, George 
Jessel, Louise Groody, Bobbie 
Perkins, Herb Harris, Inez 
Courtney and Stan Pascal. 

















Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Only 3 Girls 

With a platinum blonde, a little 
brunet and a regular old fashioned 
blonde, the Palace bill concocts all 
the ingredients of an _ intimate 
Broadway revue. 

Just three gals make the audience 
believe they’re a whole galaxy. One 
platinum blonde can give off the 
radiance of a gross of chestnut 
haired ladies, if like Janet Reade, 
she fixes herself up to the same 
temperature as the heat of her hair. 
Clothes good and flashy, cut down 
to bare essentials, fitted slinky over 
her hips, lush make-up to direct at- 
tenticn to her emotional generosity. 

Miss Reade supplys the bill with 
its strip number, leans against the 
proscenium arch for some Helen 
Morgan style aching for love, is the 
tempting source of its knockabout 
physical comedy, and comes through 
for the finale with that mean low- 
down torso writhing. 

As for an opening chorus, Serge 
Flash’s assistant manages it all by 
herself. While she neither sings 
nor dances it is enough that she is 
pretty and blonde and that she 
smiles. Dressed this week in blue 
lace, she walks on and off with her 
shoulders held high, just the way 
good dancers should. 





Roxy Goes Exotic 


World travel in the Roxy stage 
shows has hardened the Roxyettes 
against the rigors of any climate. 
Sturdy creatures, they’ve learned 
how to keep their cool self-posses- 
sion under every’ circumstance. 
even the hot rays of the African 
sun. It’s the Roxy ballet corps who 
can’t take it. 

For example, this week the Roxy 
has gone to ‘Sahara.’ The Roxy- 
ettes enlist in the Foreign Legion, 
put on foreign legion uniforms, 
grab their rifles, and go right into 
their taps, as civilized and level- 
headed as you please. 

Just once, for the finale, do they 
lose their grip on themselves, when 
they clamber up the fortress walls 
the better to train their guns on the 
Liazeed Arabs, whose wild spin- 
ning is the one thing that seems 
able to unnerve their admirable 
calm, 

The ballet corps and even Patricia 
Bowman, on the other hané, haven't 
the stuff in them to combat the 
desert’s insidious heat. ‘Sahara’ 








Hollywood 


Hallowe en 


By Grace Green 





Hollywood, Nov. 6. 


They say Hallowe’en becomes 
quite an important holiday all 
through the west, a surprise to 
easterners. Hallowe’en is some- 
thing like New Year’s out here, 
with everybody planning for weeks 
ahead with elaborate house parties 
and dining out functions. 


At the Hillcrest country club, 
Mrs. Harry Rapf and a number of 
Metro executives’ families, cele- 
brated with elaborate entertain- 
ments. 


Mr. and Mrs, Oscar Strauss had 
a party at their north Boverly re- 
treat with one one of those unique 
international gatherings. Maurice 
Chevalier was there, also Marlene 
Dietrich beautifully gowned in soft 
purple velvet with long tight sleeves 
and high neckline; Pola Negri, 
looking rather wan and pale due to 
a slight illness, was garbed in a 
long sleeved black velvet with 
dainty tracing ’round neck and cuffs 
in crystals; Lil Dagover was in 


flowing silver’ chiffon. Jeanette 
MacDonald, sporting one of her 
Paris creations of long, full black 
velvet skirt with bodice and 
peplum of heavy’ white lace, 
was exceedingly vivacious and 
beautiful; Ona Munson, with her 


mother and Ernst Lubitsch, was de- 
murely lovely in a short sleeve 
multicolor lame; Lothar Mendes 
escorted Lady June _ Inverclyde 
gowned in a lovely, plainly-designed 
white satin gown; Anita Page was 
escorted by Edgar Allen ‘Yolf, 
whose imitations were well re: eived, 
Vicki Baum, Samson Raphaelson 
and his charming wife and the Mil- 
ton Cohen family also present. 

Herr Doktor Strauss played a few 
snatches of a new theme waltz 
from a forthcoming picture and 
Chevalier did imitations of his imi- 
tators. 

A late hour stop-off at the John 


P. Medburys saw Frank Orsatti’s 
spagetti dinner entirely devoured 
by Ethel Shutta (Mrs. George 
Olsen), Lou and Ida Clayton, Dell 
Cohn, Murray Smith and others, 
Those Radio Cops 

Those touring radio cops can 
sometimes become quite a nuisance. 
At a more-or-less quiet, non-drink- 
ing party at the Ralph Raingers 
the cops requested less noise al- 
though it was only 12:30 and the 
house is situated on a hillside. 

Before that Jesse Lasky, Jr., Nora 


Gregor, Marjorie Moss, Regis 
Toomey and Mel Shauer were thor- 
oughly entertained by Ralph 


Rainger, Leon Rains, Sam Coslow 
and Ray Turner. 

Miss Moss is sailing soon for 
Paris to rejoin her partner, Georges 
Fontana, 

Gossip 

Harry Burns and Chuck Riesner 
reminiscing about those ole vaude- 
ville days. Harry is the I-think- 
you-touch comic and Riesner is 
now a Metro director. 

Jack Holland and June Knight a 
sensation at the Cocoanut Grove as 
they obliged with a dance number. 

Handsome Richard Tucker at- 
tracted many gazes at the Chinese 
theatre the other night. 

Buddy Rogers says he’d like to 
put on about 10 pounds. 

Bert and Bernice Wheeler hur- 
riedly dashed home when they heard 
a few homes were on fire at Malibu 
beach. Theirs wasn’t, but the Stan- 
wyck-Fay and the Joe Santleys’ 
were completely demolished. 


Sad Over Robt. Williams 


Next to Clark Gable, the zabbie- 
gabble among the girls has been 
Robert Williams, and his untimely 
death was a great shock. 

A sort of an aftermath to the 
Oscar Strauss dinner was Nita Mar- 








(Continued on page 62) 





gets them. There they forget all 
their Roxy manners and shamefy}} 
turn native. They want to tear - 
their clothes, they long to pranc. 
with wild abandon, they yearn “ 
lose their well-guarded dignity ang 
flower-like personalities, ‘Sahara’ 
rouses the primitive in them and 
jubilantly, they give in. With white 
nautch skirts whose converging line 
bring their undulating hips in oi 
cellent focus, gold spangles on their 
hems, alluring harem veils for theiy 
faces, they quiver with unified con- 
vulsions, as African as a Harlem 
floor show, just children of nature 
once again. > 


Miss Bowman is so affected, sha 
Sives all her classical training over 
to a movement known commonly ag 
‘the shimmy,’ although at the Roxy 
there must be a more rarefied name 
for it. Her expert execution of this 
universal reaction to heat is a splen- 
did argument for the benefit of 
earnest ballet practice. She endows 
her elemental writhing with a deli- 
cacy that comes only from being 
serious about one’s work. Yet for 
all her excellence, the Roxyettes are 
the ones to be commended, for their 
self-abnegation. They stay right on 
the spiritual plane fighting all temp. 
tations, always remembering de- 
voutly that their life and emotions 
are dedicated to the service of the 
Cathedral. 





Dramatic Bathing Beauty 
Lily Damita has learned not to 
act in ‘Friends and Lovers’ (Roxy) 


and it’s a great improvement. The 
lady is sufficiently lovely just as she 
is. Histrionics from her only be- 
cloud what she really has for pic- 
tures—ripe and pleasanntly pro- 
portioned figure, splendid legs, a 
passably pretty face, and a great 
deal of personal chic. She can wear 
precious furs as if they were her 
own and not the costume depart- 
ment’s; her allure triumphs in satin 
chemises as surely as in clinging 
black velvet. Watching her step 
glistening from her modernistic 
shower and present her shiny wet 
legs to her maid to be dried may 
do nothing to further the plot, but 
it is a sight unquestionably aesthe- 
tic. Beauty doesn’t have to excuse 
itself. 


‘Friends and Lovers’ spends little 
of its alotted time on Miss Damita. 
She is introduced early as the 
femme for whose honor men are 
glad to pay 5,000 pounds, who has 
such quantities of sex appeal that 
without trying, she is the cause of 
the smashing of fine old friend- 
ships. The picture vouchsafes 4 
glimpse of her, then expects you to 
believe in the havoc she wreaks, and 
it’s no task at all. That gal could 
do it, all right. She returns for the 
last sequences to remind you how 
potent are her charms, and also to 
prove that she never meant any 
harm. Her role is a little mixed up 
in its motives, but Miss Damita 
herself leaves no doubts that she is 
a warm, and friendly screen person- 
ality. 





War Influence, Maybe 
Weary at last of swimming pools 
and garden parties, pictures are 
now establishing ‘class’ by speak- 


ing French instead. This week 
alone three Broadway screens spas- 
modically break out in the Gallic 
tongue, assaulting unsuspecting au- 
diences with their fancy foreign 
language, then quickly changing 
back to English before the sur- 
prised listeners can figure out 
what’s happened. Lucky for the 
audiences that somewhere the dia- 
log is always careful to refer to 
the actors’ prowess with French. 
Without this tip-off, even a Parisian 


‘ - 
could never guess. Tne we. = 
‘Compromised 


ciety’ girls in . : 
(Strand) are so in the _ habit ¢ 
bursting into this alien speech, they 
get Rose Hobart, the lowly bor 
heroine, to studying French in 
sceret so that she can try to cope 


with them. Miss Hobart learns her 
French by the phonograph recor 
method, but she’s smarter than the 
society girls. She doesn’t spe 
her French in public. 

Seeking self-improvement from 
the days she used to be a boardiné 
house slavey urtil she goes to oe 
in her rich father-in-law'’s home E 
Boston, Miss Hobart is always ll 
ious, always earnest, always rae 
cere, and always a little nee 
Her good qualities have such 4 grip 
on her that even when she * 
luxury, she doesn’t seem to be oak 
to do such a frivolous thing 25 P 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





Billy Sunday was due in Boston 
for a revival campaign of at least 10 
weeks, and how the managers 
dreaded it. Revivals hurt business 
then. 





Burlesque managers were cutting 
ecenic productions to lessen stage 
expenses. Big productions meant 
extra stage hands, and results did 
not seem to warrant expenditure. 





‘Variety’ headlined that the scar- 
city of dramatic theatres was rap- 
idly being overcome. And how! 
Play shortage threatened, 

3en Hampton took over the presi- 
dency of the dying General Film Co., 
releasing organization of the old 
‘trust.’ 

Dispatch Film Co. was suing an 
exhibitor for 250 feet of nude scenes 
cut from ‘Purity.’ 

William A. Brady, then prominent 
in pictures, was trying to mnionize 
the studios in and around N, Y. 
Claimed that without union help 
studio operations must be unsyste- 
matic. 





Louis J. Selznick was preparing to 
incorporate a theatre co. to build 
a 4,000-seat house in Times Square. 

Loew’s was paying long railroad 
jumps, one route being N. Y. to 
Balto, to Atlanta, to Chicago. Acts 
with long jumps were permitted to 
omit Sunday show in New York 
without loss of salary. 


Another new theatre project re- 
ported was the ‘Temple’ on B’way, 
between 49th and 50th. To be man- 
aged by Rothafel. To seat 2,400. 
Not the Capitol. 

Both Equity and the Screen Art- 
ists were seeking charters from the 
Federation of Labor. Equity later 
took a charter from the White Rats. 

Mae West was preparing a vaude- 
ville act to be done under other than 
her own name. A male impersona- 
tion, 











90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 





Carncross’ minstrels, Phila., was 
claiming the first burlesque on ‘Pa- 
tience,’ called ‘Patients.’ Billy 
Sweatnam and Lew Dockstader in 
the cast. 





Rumor had Barnum, Bailey and 
Hutchinson proposing a merger of 
the important circuses to prevent 
costly opposition. Barnum grandly 
replied there would be no merger 
though he might buy up ‘half a 
dozen or so shows, if cheap enough.’ 

Slade, spiritualist, came to grief 
at a seance in Louisville, where the 
audience detected his fakes. 





Plenty of complaint at the scale 
of prices for Adelina Patti, who 
opened her American tour Nov. 9. 
Top was $10, with $10 and $5 in the 
balcony and mostly $3 and $4 in the 


sallery, with a few $2 seats on the 
sides, 


Pitchmen flourished in those days, 
but only an occasional ad appealed 


for their business. Only two in cur- 
rent issue, 





Advertiser was asking for a com- 
Plete ghost show, offering to pay 
cash. Several such shows were 
trouping. Not a spiritualistic stunt, 
but an illusion known as the Pepper 
Shost trick, Done with a reflection 
©n a sheet of plate glass and highly 
effective when well staged. 





Panoramas were petering 


out. 
hree advertised for sale, cheap. 





Jake Schaefer, George F. Slosson, 
Wm, Sexton and Maurice Daly were 
announced at a billiard contest at 
Tammany Hall, Admission 60c. and 
- Ladies free when accompanied 
men, 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Suspense funds in the Industry, or money held in reserve pending 
chiefily the outcome of current litigation, are estimated by Haysites 
currently to exiceed $50,000,000. Ths money does not figure in the sur- 
plus of any company, being on the shelf, as it were, until conclusion of 
its emergency period. 

Several millions are being held in the air by picture companies await- 
ing the decision of payment of foreign royalties to the American elec- 
trics. This condition is almost as complicated as the Warner-Western 
Electric arbitration proceedings, all of the picture organizations refus- 
ing to pay a double royalty which was brought about by the Hays 
Patent Peace Pact when it was decided that Tobis, within its Euro- 
pean jurisdiction, should be made a party to American royalties. 

The matter right now is deadlocked, Although, like the Warner bat- 
tle, the industry and the electrics are represented in conferences which 
are reported to have gotten not as far as the WB-WE hearngs, producers 
feel that because American electric patents failed to hold world rights 
the electrics themselves should pay the tax. 

Suspense money also is reported to figure heavily 
Western Electric matter. 

Such civil actions as that brought by the exhibitor Momand in the 
Oklahoma City Federal District, where the damages alleged by the ex- 
hibitor against the producer-distributor members of the Hays organiza- 
tion are placed at $2,500,000 figure in the suspension fund of the industry. 

Even though there is little expectancy of losing a suit, no film com- 
pany, it is declared by Haysites, can afford to take lightly actions where 
an amount is specified. 

The Momand action is only one of dozens of smaller actions which 
involves various companies. 


The United Artists’ home office publicity forces are up a stump trying 
to figure out what to do about Mary Pickford’s demand concerning sub- 
mission of subject matter of interviews and approval of written copy 
before publication anywhere or by anyone. Advance attitude is that 
nothing will be done if this demand sticks, 

Order to h. o. from Mark Larkin for Miss Pickford is the most unique 
yet. Larkin was until recently or still is p. a. for the Hays’ office in 
Hollywood. 

It asks: ‘Be sure to protect Miss Pickford by knowing in advance the 
subject the interviewer wishes to discuss and if it can be discreetly done, 
arrange for her to see fan interviews before publication as is customary 
on west coast... This is a matter you will need to use utmost tact 
in endeavoring to bring about. If it seems unwise to attempt okaying 
fan copy then every precaution should be observed to see that inter- 
viewers do not discuss questionable subjects with Miss Pickford.’ 

In home office quarters this unusual advice from the coast is viewed 
as reflecting Miss Pickford’s disgust with interviews that lately seem 
to bear on only two questions: ‘Are you and Douglas Fairbanks split- 
ting?’ and ‘When are you retiring from the screen?’ 

The last time Miss Pickford was east she warned the late Warren 
Nolan to be careful about interviews, so he merely forgot she was in 
town. Just before she left Miss Pickford was beginning to look for some 
of the interviews and the publicity she wasn’t getting. 


Tiffany’s response to the charge of interfering with the James Cruze 
production schedule is a cross-complaint filed on the Coast last week 
charging that cost sheets of the first five Cruze productions this year 
were padded $88,500. Tiffany, which paid two-thirds negative costs 
on a showing of $619,845, demands a refund of about $59,000. 

Charles E. Millikan, attorney for Cruze, will argue on Tiffany’s answer 
and demur to the cross-complaint tomorrow .(10). 

Jack London, New York attorney, went to the coast with the figures 
and other data on which Sam Wolf drew up Tiffany’s counter gharges. 
Copies of the five cost sheets were attached to the complaint, which 








contains detailed criticism of disputed items. Tiffany’s claims sum- 
marize as follows: 

Total of Items Overpayment 

Cruze, Ine. disputed on % of 
cost sheet. by Tiffany Negative cost. 
‘She Got What She Wanted’... .$140,853 $20,502 $13,668 
‘Command Performance’ .....+- 124,000 24,755 16,502 
"FEO  BOURE idiscstacccoteoeses Ot,t08 19,618 13,079 
‘Salvation Nell’ ..ccccsccccccece 142,002 16,508 11,205 
‘Women Go On Forever’....... 85,288 7,103 4,543 
MCE eOTeCeLTTe ers WREveT: oP. $88,486 $58.997 


Cruze’s original suit, on the grounds that Tiffany delayed story okays 
and payment on negative cost, asked tne right to make his four re- 
manining pictures for Tiffany although the specified time had expired. 


Unique ballyhoo for his Capitol theatre in Singapore has been worked 
out by Joe Fisher, the Far East showman, now en route back to the 
Malays. It is also a guarantee for the theatre program advertisers, as 
each program includes a $5,000 accident insurance policy, which is void 
if detached from the theatre program. It’s only payable for death—not 
for injuries—sustained during the run of that particular picture, and 
is given away gratis with each program. Ocean Accident & Guaranty 
Corp. of Singapore underwrites it. 

It’s a stunt which guarantees the programs being carried away with 
the patrons intact, and is the best ad, sales’ argument which Joe’s 
brother, Julius S. Fisher, has. Latter handles the advertising in the 
theatre programs and incidentally is also the ‘Variety’ correspondent in 
tle Malays. Some 40,000 a month of these programs are handed out, 
and not 10 on the floor after each performance are found. Policy is auto- 
maticaily voided with the opening of a new feature, 





Not much Red film coming over at present. What has been shown 
around has been scenes taken. by Communistic propagandists which are 
more of country glimpses than anything else. 

The Cameo which generally houses about all these films for Broadway 
screening, once had a Red picture, ‘China Express’, originally ‘The Shang- 
hai Express’, taken off after one week's presentation owing to the com- 
munistic trouble with the cops in New York. Word was passed to the 
Cameo management by Grover C. Whalen, then police commissioner, to 
withdraw the picture. 

Some weeks later when the Cameo needed a booking and everything 
had quieted down the ‘China Express’ was rebooked and run for a week 
without a complaint. 

The Cameo for Armistice Day (11th) is going to run a series of official 
war clips heretofore not screened publicly, under the title of ‘Heroes All’. 
Scenes include both U. S. and Allied armies. 


With all the gabble about Clark Gable, even his Metro studio associ- 
ates on the w. ec. have been commenting on his level-headedness, espe- 
cially in view of his nominal $600 weekly check. This is accounted for, in 
a measure, by Gable having struggled for so long, and hanging around 
in coast legit stock, until getting something of a screen break in the 
gangster film cycle, doing bits, until Metro johnhancocked him. 

Then, also, from an intimate viewpoint, 
nothing new to Gable, even his obscure days when that deadly mascu- 
line s. a. Which has the women dotty was just as effective and also as 
mueh attention. Gable is married. 





Merger talk is on again between Loew and Fox. Downtown estimat« 
of the Fox Film situation has Nick Schenk heading the combined com- 
panies in that case, with the Schenck crowd operating Fox. It’s likely 


in the Warner- | 


the feminine adulation is | 





—— 


to happen within a year under a plan discussed as recently as two 
months back. The matter arose when Fox and banker reps approached 
Schenck about heading Fox, alone. 

Pending further gyrations it’s said the Fox Film overhead personnel is 
likely to change, maybe around the first of the year, with or without 
the Schenck plan. That's for Harley L, Clarke to become chairman of 
the Fox board and C. E. Richardson, v.p. and treasurer of Fox, and rep- 
resentative of Chase, to climb into the presidency succeeding Clarke. 

For a time Fox was considering a chewing gum man, not Wrigiey. 
Name was proposed by Chase but so far nothing came of it. That was 
about the same time the merger talk was had with the Loew people, 


Following the material reduction in the number of Fox theatres, the 
house organ, ‘The Last Word’, has been discontinued. Gabe Yorke will 
devise simpler and less expensive form for the promulgation of 
advertising ideas over the chain 

The ‘Last Word’ was started on the West Coast circuit under the title 
of ‘Here’s How’, which later was changed to ‘Now’. 
pretty expensive proposition with two color printing on heavy stock and 
a wealth of original design work. When Yorke went west he changed 


some 


the style to conform more nearly to that of a trade weekly, with the 
text regarded as of greater importance than the illustrative matter. He 


added a number of features and made it count all along the line. Recent 
issues have been cut from 16 to 12 pages, with a wood pulp instead of 
surfaced stock, but even that was deemed too expensive for the present 
situation and value received. 





Approval of 10 coast studios of the 3-4 ratio of the screen, recom< 
mended by the Academy after a study of differing standards in studios 
and in major theatre chains, means that the proposition of a standard 
screen shape, will be passed on to the exhibition end for approval. 

Proportion is that used for pictures since established it in 
1889 and until talkers came in. Then the various sound methods made 
their own proportions, the most radical being Movietone with almost @ 
square image. 

tesult is the past year cameramen have had to keep important action 
away from 20% of their frame—the 10% of sound track area, and 
at top and bottom useless on account of projection matting. 

With an okay from exhibitors and distributors on the standardization, 
the Academy will set a date for studios to change aperture and issue 
the necessary directions to cameramen and projectionists everywhere 


Edison 


mor 
vi 


A bouquet of flowers is blamed for the coast revelation of a romance 
between a married picture man and a single femme player. Instead of 
sending the flowers under his own name, which would have been plaus- 
ible enough under the circumstances at the time, the film lad lost hig 
nerve and persuaded an assistant to do it for him. Which was all right 
until the assistant’s wife noted the unusual item on the monthly florist 
bill. 

Evading as best he could the wife’s queries the middleman in the 
romance seemed safe enough until the Missus checked with the florist, 
after which he had to confess to save himself. His bride thereupon lost 
no time running next door to tell the girl friend, the first man’s wife, 
why her husband was bankrolling a florist’s shop—all of which has led 
to divorce overtures. 

Edwin Williams, young American from Hollywood whose European 
adventures have crashed the headlines, has left Paris for Berlin and 
there has been promised backing for a proposed trip into Abssynia. He 
has a camera along and has obtained permission where Citroen and 
others failed. 

First stop is Turkistan then through to Kazakstan and on to Koshk. 
Williams is adventurous young American who with 50 centimes in his 
pocket last year made trip from Paris to Hollywood in eight days. He 
stowed away with returning tennis players on Europa and bummed ride 
with friendly air pilot from Long Island to Glendale, Cal. 

He has a tentative arrangement with Universal for release of 
pictures he takes, 





any 


With managers’ meetings lasting for days, the ultimate, in Detroit, 
came when a gathering was called to take place at midnight, breakfast 
to be served by the management. 

Usual routine on Mondays is for the meeting to last all day and 
evening divided into three sections—10:30 to 2; 2:30 to 7, and 8 to 11:30 
p. m, . 

One of the managers was walking downtown with some cobwebs on 
his hat when Frank Gill, Jr., cracked that he must have just come from 
a managers’ meeting. Kinear hasn't seen his baby since a week ago. 


‘Big Parade’, synchronized by Metro, was tried out in Fresno, 400 
miles from Hollywood, for a hinterland stand on its b. o. chances. Picture 
jumped the house gross from $300 to over $900 on its opening day and 
from $200 to over $700 on the second day, considered phenomenal for a 
house of small capacity. Irving Thalberg made the trip several times 
north to Fresno for the reaction on ‘Parade’ and was also surprised in 
the favorable public interest in John Gilbert. 

Sync stuff includes no dialog save for some can.pfire songs during the 
soldier’s hokum vocalizing; otherwise silent with a musical background. 

Hays office is having occasion to defend an indie exhibitor leader from 
the criticisms of his own flock. Abram Myers’ work in efforts to relieve 
unemployment is praised by Hays men, but condemned by certain groups 
within his own organization, Latter do not want to follow the uniform 
method of handling the campaign set into motion through the Hays 
committees, 


Writer was under contract to a studio for six months, with a clause 
allowing for six weeks’ lay-off during that period at the discretion of 
the studio. Scribbler was kept constantly at the typewriter during Lis 
engagement and fitiished the last of his stories two days before the cone 
tract lapsed. Studio exercised its six weeks’ lay-off prerogative for those 
last two days. 





Despite the move for salary stabilization, Richard Barthelmess is 
knocking off a $180,000 picture, and has two more to go at FN under 
his old contract. John Barrymore was collecting $190,000 per pic from 
WB and is reported getting $250,000 for his solo picture at Metro oppoe 
site his brother Lionel in ‘Arsene Lupin,’ 


The unhappy ending bugaboo has RKO-Pathe worried and studio has 
decided to use a came the dawn finis for Pola Negri’s ‘A Woman Come- 
mands’. Picture had previously ended with actress’ death. 

Unhappy scenes will be retained for the French and German releases, 


The Hertz-Lasker and Wrigley group now on Paramount’s board of 
directors is said to be the trio of Chicagoans who some time ago broached 
the subject of buying all of Adolph Zukor’s stock holdings in Paramount, 
t never got very far beyond the first talk. 

jecause of anticipated interest in the first talker for Poia Negri, 
National Screen Service is getting out trailers on ‘A Woman Commands’ 
(Pathe) with only silent shots of La Negri. Same buildup as was given 
Garbo’s first talker, with shots showing everyone else talking except 
the star. 





All Metro and Universal eastern screen tests are now being made by 
a recording company in New York. 

Formerly Metro's testing was done at the Fox newsreel studio while 
U trials were previously handled by the Audio Cinema studio uptown, 
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Added Salary for Long Distance 


~‘Hlectra’ Reaches 331/37%—Overtime| 





One of the most puzzling adjust- 
ments of players’ salaries came be- 


fore the Theatre Guild in the mat- 
ter of Eugene O'Neill’s champ long 
play ‘Mourning Becomes Electra.’ 
The form in which the drama was 
to have been presented was con- 
stantly changed, salaries being a 
factor during each suggestion con- 
sidered by the board of directors. 
When it was decided to give 
‘Electra’ in one long performance 


bisected by a dinner interval, it 
was decided that as running time 
was so much longer than a normal 
performance, that the leads were 
entitled to extra compensation, In- 
creases over salaries originally con- 
tracted for amount to as much as 
33 1/3%. That applied to Alice 
Brady, but probably not to Alla 
Nazimova who is appearing on per 
centage. 

After conferring with Equity it 
was decided that if the Guild would | 
cut the running time of ‘Electra’ to} 
conform with that of O'Neill's other 
long play ‘Strange Interlude,’ con- 
tracted salaries plus whatever was 
agreed to between the Guild and 
players would be okay. But should 
the time exceed ‘Interlude,’ each 
showing would be considered two 
performances, On the basis of six 
showings aweekly that would count 
as 12 performances weekly, calling 
for 50% more in salaries. ‘Electra’ 
is advertised to start at five p. m. 
daily, but the opening curtain has 


been steadily set back. If able to 
start at 5:30 ‘Electra’ would then 
come within ‘Interlude’s’ running 
time. 


$6 Top Needed 


The salary increases partly ex- 
plains the $6 top for the two tickets 
calling for the late afternoon and 
the evening portions of the per- 
formance. ‘Interlude’ was pre- 
sented in a theatre of slightly less 
capacity than the Guild and at $4.40 
top for the entire performance, also 
performed with a dinner interval. 
Indications are the operating cost 
for ‘Electra’ is larger. 

Originally it‘'was proposed to pre- 
sent each of the three plays which 
make up ‘Electra’ on three succes- 
sive evenings, but that made the 
disposition of the matinees a prob- 
lem. When deletions were accom- 
plished it was then found feasible 
to give the play in total six times 
weekly. 


LAURA HAYS WITH REP 
COMPANY IN PARIS 


Laura Hays, American, left last 
week for Paris where she will join 
the Falconetti troupe in a repertory 
of French plays. 

Miss Hays got the assignment as 
a result of contacting Falconetti, 
one of the more important French 
female stars, while on a vacation 
in Paris some time ago. Her last 
role in New York was in ‘I Love An 
Actress’ at the Times Square. 

Miss Hays is daughter of Arthur 
Garfield Hays, lawyer, and a niece 
of Rita Weiman. 











Pantages on Bankroll 
For L. A. Colored Revue 


Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 
Colored musical in the making, 
with possibly the Majestic as a 
spot in six weeks, has Rodney 
Pantages among those bankrolling. 
Rehearsals are on with Clarence 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Devil’s 
300th. 

‘Of Thee | Sing’ (Sam Har- 
ris)) Music Box. 

‘Is Nothing Sacred?’ 
nister), 49th. 

‘Mrs. Bundy’ (Laura Wilck), 
Geneva. 





Host’ (Staten) 


(Ban- 











Several Musicals in 
Sight, but Casting Is 
Not Easy Now in N. Y. 


pro- 
the 
action again, 





wind for musical 
with 


species getting 


Second 


ducers, six shows of 


into 
has resulted in a press for musical 
talent. Indications are that it’s 
difficult filling casts. 

Sam Harris has had difficulties 
landing a femme lead. Bernice 
Claire is expected te stellarize in 
‘Of Thee I Sing’. 

Aarons & Freeatey, likewise re- 
turning to fill the Alvin, have set 
off in search of talent. It took Vin- 
cent Youmans several months to 
complete his important cast lineup 
in a musical ‘Smilin’ Through.’ 
Show now due for rehearsals Nov. 
13 with Basil Rathbone, Norma Ter- 
ris and Chas. Winniger the head 
folk. 

More song and dance casting 
comes soon in Max Gordon's 
‘Waltzes from Vienna.’ Ray Goetz 
is. still working on ‘Star Dust’ with 
six names set. Another try with a 
revised version of J. A. White’s 
‘Television’ may also add complica- 
tions. 

Shuberts are putting Fred Stone’s 
musical into action now, and have 
two others touring. 


Atlantic City Apollo 
May Soon Go Film 


Atlantic City, Nov. 9. 


Strand theatre picture chain may 
take over the Apollo, ending the 
legitimate career of that house. P. 
Mortimer Lewis, head of the Strand 
group, admits the Apollo is among 
a dozen sites being considered by 
his firm for a new Boardwalk spot. 

Apollo has been closed now for 
about six weeks. Aside from a se- 
ries of children’s plays there are no 
bookings ahead. This is the second 
winter the house has been dark. 
Apollo formerly boasted of being 
one of the few theatres in the coun- 
try with a 52-week season. 











Revivals and Teams 


San Francisco, Nov. 9. 


Returning from New York, Henry 
Duffy has five productions on his 
list for the Alcazar here and El 
Capitan, Hollywood. 

They include the reunited Duncan 
Sisters in a revived ‘Topsy and 
Eva’, Bebe Daniels in ‘The Last of 
Mrs. Cheyney’, Charlie Murray and 
George Sidney teamed in ‘Sure, 
We're Friends’, Joe E. Brown in an- 
other baseball yarn, ‘Solid Ivory’, 
and Charlotte Greenwood in ‘The 
Alarm Clock’. 





Leslie Howard Due 





Muse, Stepin Fetchit, Hallelujah 
quartet, Eddie Anderson, Earl Dan- 
cer, Bloomfield & Greeley, and Alma 
Travers in the lineup. Alex Love- 
joy, eastern comic, is on his way 
here to join. 

Show will be scored by Otis and 
Leon Rene and Bennie Ellison. 





‘Mad Parade’ for Coast 
Legit After Filming 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


‘The Mad Parade,’ Liberty-Para- 
mount picture which was originally 
written by Gertrude Orr and Doris 
Maloy in dramatic form, is figured 
on for legit production by Ed W. 
Rowland. Title will be ‘What Price 
Love.’ Authors are reported to 
have turned their play over for 
filming to Liberty for around $1,500. 


Leslie Howard is supposed to be 
on the Atlantic to New York for 
the lead in Gilbert Miller’s next 
play ‘Animal Kingdom.’ Piece is 
by Philiip Barry and will follow 


in ‘The Good Fairy,’ the Molnar 
play, with Helen Hayes. 

Rest of the cast for ‘Animal 
Kingdom’ has not been _ picked, 


with that dependent on how soon 
Miller and Howard can get to work 
on the play. 





Week’s Salary Allowed 


Arbiters gave Malcom Williams, 
actor, the decision, over Horace 
Liveright. It means Williams will 
collect a week’s wage. 

Case involved the actor's claim 
when Liveright abandoned produc- 
tion of ‘The Empress.’ Williams had 
a contract for the play. 








25% ‘FOLLIES’ CUT 


And 10% Off for $150-a-Week 
Show Girls 








A salary cut of 25% was applied 
to the ‘Follies’ Saturday (7). No- 
tice of closing was posted, and the 
Ziegfeld revue tours after another 
week. 

‘Follies’ is understood to have 
been overboard on salaries, the 
show having to gross $35,000 to 
better an even break. The pace 
had been under that figure recently. 

The revision also included chorus 
which for the most part took a 10% 
cut, although it was said the per- 
centage was higher for’ several 
show girls scheduled at $150 and 
$200 weekly. 

Plans for the ‘Follies’ taking to 
the road are not complete. Ruth 
Etting, whose contract calls for the 
New York engagement only, insists 
she will not tour. Understood Miss 
Eitting has radio and other con- 
tracts calling for her appearance in 
New York. She is also seeking ten- 
tative vaudeville and picture house 
dates. She was out of the show last 
week with laryngitis. 


ACTORS CANT 
WALK OUT NOW 


Equity has voluntarily corrected 
a contract. fault which was not dis- 
covered for 10 years, It revises the 
provision in standard forms which 
permit a manager to give two 








weeks’ notice or pay the equivalent 


in salary in cases of displacement 
or dismissal The actor had the 
same privilege, applicable during 


rehearsals or after the premiere, but 
may no longer do so under the new 
rule, 

It was noted that an actor not en- 
gaged under run of the play con- 
tract could walk out at any time 
even on the eve of an opening or 
subsequently, by tendering the man- 
ager two weeks’ salary, and lawyers 
were in accord that that was legal. 
Equity -recognized the privilege 
might be taken advantage of and 
imperil a production to the detri- 


‘ment of other players and the pro- 


ducer. It therefore has ruled that 
players may not abruptly walk 
without the assent of the Councii. 
The new rule is regarded as a pro- 
tective measure both ways, while 
the manager's right remains to 
change the cast though liable to two 
weeks’ salary. 

An actress in ‘The Social Regis- 
ter’ did walk the day before the 
show was due to open out of town. 
Her salary was $100 weekly and she 
tendered double that sum to the 
management. 

Paul Kelly abruptly left the cast 
of ‘Lilly,’ the new Phil and Frances 
Dunning play, when it tried out in 
Brooklyn recently. The new Equity 
ruling followed, but it was claimed 
Kelly’s withdrawal was an amic- 
able arrangement with William 
Harris, Jr., the producer. 


Printer, Doctor Angeled 
Shows—Sue for Share 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 


Suit for $3,500 has been filed here 
against Richard Herndon, producer 
of ‘Unexpected Husbands,’ now at 
the Adelphi... Plaintiff is Dr. Julius 
Bernstein, Actors’ Equity physician 
locally. 

As filed by Phil R. Davis, suit 
claims that Bernstein gave Hern- 
don $3,000 in cash for the produc- 
tion of ‘Small Timer,’ and names 
$500 as interest for the four-year 
period which has elapsed since the 
loan was made. Case comes up in 
court today (9). 

Similar suit for $2,600 against 
Walker Whiteside was filed last 
week in Milwaukee, according to 
reports from that Wisconsin burg. 
Claim was instigated by Morris 
Steinberg, Detroit printer, and for- 
mer owner of ‘Chinese Bungalow,’ 
which Whiteside had and appeared 
in last season throughout the mid- 
west. 

Steinberg clairas he turned play 
over to Whiteside on a 50% agree- 
ment on profits and losses; and 
now wants $2,600 as his share of 
the winnings. 

Whiteside got his summons when 
appearing in Milwaukee with his 
new play, ‘Surf.’ 














Name Rep’s Low 





Fritz Leiber, Helen Menken 
and William Faversham, head- 
ing a Shakespearean repertory 
troupe, which also _ includes 
Pedro de Cordoba, played a re- 
cent week in Cleveland. 

Gross for the week was un- 
der $1,500. 
der $1,500 and troupe comes 
into New York sooner. than 
expected, as there’s nothing 
left on the road. 


Actors’ Contracts with 
Shuberts May Be Called 
All Off by Compromise 


Termination, by ‘compromise, of 
all Shuberts’ term contracts with 
actors is likely, under the receiver- 
ship for the producers. Investi- 
gation, from the legal aspects of the 
contracts, is understood to be pres- 
ently going on with lawyers for the 
receivers doing the conning. 

Shuberts’ actors’ contracts are 
strongly frowned upon by Equity, 
and are held to be in violation of 
producer-Equity agreements.’ Shu- 
bert agreements involve farming out 
clauses, with standard employment 
contracts as drawn up by Equity 
consisting of one part of the Shu- 
bert termers in reference only to 
legit employment under the Shu- 
berts. Similar procedure that is be- 
ing indicated to ease the Shubert 
burden theatrewise is figured also 
to be adopted for terminating their 
actors’ contracts, 

Shubert contracts have resulted 
in several arbitrations. 


Co-op Stock Pays Union 
Men $16 Each Ist Wk 


Canton, O., Nov. 9. 

Edith Ambler Players, now in 
second week at the Grand opera 
house, only stage show in town, is 
collaborating with musicians and 
stage hands’ locals, in the first co- 
operative stock ever attempted in 
2astern Ohio. 

First week of the experiment 
grossed sufficient to pay all inci- 
dental expense, giving the stage 
hands and musicians $16 each, it 
was reported. 

Union musicians and stagehands 
have been idle more than a year 
with abandonment of stage shows 
by the two major. houses, Loews and 
Warner's Palace. 

Top admission is 50c. nights. 

The plan, according to Ambler, 
has given employment to over 50 
people and has reopened the Grand 
opera house, dark since the waning 
days of road shows. 























Play on Eugenics 


Play about eugenics may reach 
Broadway through the offices of a 
socialite and a Main Stem producer. 
Latter is Mike Kallesser, who is 
reported co-writing a eugenic show 
with McAlpin Pyle. Pyle, it is said, 
has a pash on this topic, with Kal- 
lesser supposed to be finding that 
out and working on the new devel- 
opment. 

Pyle and Kallesser are presently 
writing the piece. It is declared 
that when written the former, sup- 
posed to be a blue booker, will give 
his financial aid in bringing it in. 








Helen Morgan’s Next? 


Reginald Hammerstein's ‘Gallery 
Gods,’ starring Joseph Schildkraut, 
is expected to open around Nov. 30. 

Helen Morgan is not expected in 
the cast, it is declared. Actress 
may make her dramatic start in 
Jimmie Copper’s revival of ‘Fata 
Morgana.’ Producer is now trying 
to secure her, aiming to open the 
show in Dec. 


$65,000 FIRE 
Sioux City, Ia., Nov. 9. 
Old Grand, erected 43 years ago, 
and once leading theatre in this 
section of state, destroyed by fire 
with loss of $65,000. 
Herman Galinsky and I. Miller, 
principal owners of the Sioux City 
| Investment Co., had title to prop- 


j erty. 











A 2d Matter of Equity Closing 
Show Illegally Up 


to Lawyers 


Conferences between attorneys 
for Equity and Amos Paglia, legit 
producer, are to be held this week 
in connection with Equity’s closing 
Paglia’s ‘Wall Between.’ Cc, 
brought about by 
will be an 





nference, 
Paglia’s counsel} 
attempt to arrange ag 


settlement without a lawsuit on the 
grounds that Equity illegally closed 
the show. 

Hayes, Podell & Schulman repre- 


sent the producer. 
tent to bring suit against Equity. 
this being held off in favor of the 
settlement attempt. Coincidenta] 
with the Equity-Paglia embroglio 
is a squabble between the producey 
and Mike Kallesser and Laurence 


It was the in- 


Wallis, co-authors of ‘Wall,’ over 
the play’s. present ownership. This 
question is to .be settled by arbi- 


tration through the Authors’ League, 
“Wall,” produced on a bond waiver, 


With 25% of the film and. stock 
rights posted in lieu of guarantees 
was stopped Oct. 15 by Equity 


Grounds were that Paglia did not 
pay back dues for some of the 
actors Owing them, stipulated by 
Equity in allowing waivers to ride, 
Paglia declares he made no agree. 
ment to pay, also stating that an 
Equity representative at various 
times gave thé amount due differ. 
ently. Paglia says that at one time 
the cast was said to owe $500, ac- 
cording to the Equity rep but that 
the final amount was $130. 


More Tangle 


Paglia also claimed that Brace 
Cunning, director of the troupe, 
Kallesser, Wallis and Allen Ward, 
juve, were responsible for bringing 
in Carol Sax, producer, on a pos- 
sible takeover on the latter's part 
of the piece. Paglia avers this hap- 
pened before Oct. 15, with Conning 
and Ward. stating Sax was not 
brought in to a rehearsal until after 
HDquity called rehearsals. 


It is also mentioned that on vari 
ous times ‘before Equity halted pro- 
ceedings that the’ troupe gave re- 
hearsals for possible backers, Res 
ported that’ Paglia, in securing & 
backer, may have lost his ‘money 
source because of the necessity ‘of 
paying the back dues. Point that 
will also be raised in the attorneys’ 
talk will be anent the question of 
Equity allowing its members to re- 
hearse while owing dues. , 


Question of ‘Wall's’ ownership 
came at issue after the closing when 
Paglia wrote the Authors’ League 
for a copy of the script, with the 
League advising him Kallesser said 
Paglia had declared he would 
give it up. League set Monday (9) 
as the last day for Paglia to ap- 
point an arbitrator before naming 
one for him. Producer has referred 
the League angel to his attorney 
also, Latter is J. J. Podell of 
counsel, : 
Wallis a Prof. 

Wallis is a professor at Mount 
Holyoke College. Paglia declares 
that as late as Wednesday (4) he 
was offered a share in the authors’ 
royalties to release the play, al 
though he is supposed to have doné 
that already. 

Equity-Paglia legal difficulty is 
the second one within the past six 
months to happen on account of 
closing a show. Prior to this cas 
Robert DuRoy instituted suit for 
Equity’s shutting down ‘Right T? 
Happiness’ while current at the 
Vanderbilt, New York, earlier this 
season. r 


$60,000 ADVANCE SALE 
Seats for 16 Weeks Ahead—Mara* 
thoner to Standees at $6 





An advance sale of between $50, 
000 and $60,000 has been rolled uP 
so far and quickly for the Guild's 
‘Electra’ at the Guild, New York 
Yesterday (9) tickets went on sale 
for 10 weeks after Dec. 12, next 
Seale for the O'Neill maratho® 
play is $6. Currently the theatres 
holding standees. 


Cohan Suddenly Sails 


George M. Cohan sailed suddenly 
for London Friday (6) on the 
‘Olympic.’ 

The trip was decided on when oe 
opening date of an English produc: 
tion was announced, with Conan 
said to have an option on yo 
American rights. He,was acemr 
panied by Bert Feibleman. 
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Few Touring Potentials on B’way; 


Winter Road Legit Famine Looms 





With little in New York that will 
tour this year, road bookings face 
collapse in about a month. Even 
in the major spots, Boston, Phila- 
delphia and Chicago, the theatres 
have nothing booked ahead save 
the subscription series of the Guild 
and Shuberts. 

Of the new season’s plays, but 
one has already gone on tour, 
‘Cloudy With Showers,’ produced 
by Patterson McNutt at the Morosco 
to moderate success. He has made 
a hookup with the Shuberts where- 
by it will be shown to their sub- 
scription audiences in Boston and 
Philadelphia. The other early sea- 
gon productions, all failures, went 
to the storehouse. What has kept 
the road active so far this year has 
been the new pieces coming into 
town, including several musicals. 
Now that they’ve been produced, 
the road season normally would get 
the new shows which have had or 
will soon have had their New York 
tun. Few of these around. 


Brief Touring List 

Maude Adams will tour until 
March, playing short engagements 
and covering as much ground as 
possible. The Stratford Shake- 
spearean company will tour, the 
Aborn Gilbert and Sullivan troupe, 
‘The Student Prince,’ ‘Three Little 
Girls,’ ‘Strange Interlude,’ the Fritz 
Leiber Shakespearean troupe and 
one or two others are playing 
routes. But not many. 

In Boston the Shuberts have 
given the Wilbur theatre, their best 
house there, back to its owners. In 
Philadelphia it looks like the Shu- 
bert will go dark for a good part 
of the season, leaving them the 
Chestnut Street Opera House and 
the Forrest to keep filled. The 
Shubert subscription season plays 
at the Chestnut Street. They 
dropped Baltimore from their books 
this year, and the one house left 
there, Ford’s, has had its best sea- 
son since the war. Their western 
houses haven’t gotten many at- 
tractions yet. 

In Philadelphia the Erlanger 
houses are said to be shy on book- 
ings, with nothing listed for the 
Broad Street after a fortnight of 
Arthur Hopkins’ new starring piece 
for Hope Williams, which begins 
November 23. 

‘The Band Wagon’ will tour, it is 
understood, after Christmas, and 
ditto the ‘Ziegfeld Follies. Kath- 
erine Cornell will also tour in ‘The 
Barretts of Wimpole Street’ and 
Ethel Barrymore will take to the 
road again after a New York en- 
gagement in ‘The School for Scan- 
dal. The Shuberts also hope to 
finish their subscription seasons out 
of town this year with Philip Meri- 
vale in ‘Cynara,’ which has started 
well in New York. 

New York Line-up 

The situation in New York is 
similarly acute. With the failure 
of Jed Harris’ ‘Wonder Boy’ to do 
anything in the Alvin, Aarons & 
Freedley are preparing a new 
Gershwin musical. It was their 
Previous hope that they wouldn't 
have to produce any more this year. 
Dwight Wiman is going to produce 
John Van Druten’s ‘After All’ and 
it will probably follow ‘Church 
Mouse’ into the Playhouse. Guild 
is set for a time with ‘Electra’ at 
its own house and with the Lunt- 
Fontanne piece, ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
Coming to the Martin Beck. 

Arthur Hopkins’ Plymouth is now 
tenanted by Elmer Rice’s produc- 
tion ‘Counsellor at Law,’ which will 
make a try, having received good 
notices. Hopkins’ new show will 
Probably go elsewhere. Nothing 
listed for the Selwyn, the Avon goes 
Over to Cornelia Otis Skinner’s re- 
Cital, ‘The Merry Wives of Henry 
the Eighth’ next week, the Times 
Square gets ‘Steel,’ the Liberty 
Stays dark, the Maxine Elliott gets 
‘The Lady With a Lamp’ and Helen 
Hayes in 





‘The Good Fairy, will 
follow either ‘Payment Deferred,’ 
at the Lyceum, or ‘The Sex Fable,’ 


at the Miller. 

What makes it all the more 
kloomy for the road is the fact that | 
if there are many hits in New York | 
during the next few weeks, the road! 


| won't get them until spring. 


= 
| 
j 





ARNO’S $175, 000 FLIV 


Novice Producer’s a a 
Less Than Week 


Lasted 





Peter <Arno’s musical and his 
first production, ‘Here Comes the 
Bride,’ folded Saturday (7) after 
less than a week at the 46th Street. 
Cast was unpaid, notice going up 
that they were to apply at Equity 


for their salaries, to be taken out 
of the bond. 

Show, which looked bad on the 
road and called for much fixing and 
revamping, is said to have cost 


Arno and his backers over $175,000. 

A very good party went to waste 
the night of the premiere. About 
250 guests were expected at the 
Waldorf where Arno hoped to re- 
ceive congrats on his first manag- 
erial effort. 

After seeing the show hardly more 
than 60 persons put in an appear- 
ance, 

The financial angel of the Arno 
show is said to have’ been Jack 
Whitney. 


ONLY 3 OF 41 
SHOWS BOUGHT 
FOR FILMS 


It’s a musty legit season from the 
film standpoint. The three plays 
bought to date for the screen are 
John Golden’s ‘After Tomorrow’ 
(Fox), Patterson McNutt’s ‘Cloudy 
With Showers’ (Par), and ‘Church 
Mouse’ (WB). Neither price mounted 


above $25,000, they say. 

The only real hits in town being 
musicals, may explain why so few 
shows have been grabbed by the 
film men this season. What Fox 
and Paramount paid for their two 
pieces may also, according to those 
who recommend such purchases, 
become the ultimate top payment 
for any Broadway play regarding 
pictures this season. 

Prior Broadway seasons usually 
have seen around 20 plays bought 
for films. That means that about 
40% of Broadway’s best were wont 
to go celluloid. With only three 
bought so rar this season out of 41 
openings (Aug. to Nov. 1) this fall’s 
percentage is around 7% to date. 


Blumenthal Ready to 
Back Big Musicals 


At present and despite reports of 
Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ about to move to 
the road for want of top business, 
A. C. Blumenthal is reported ready 
to back two more musicals for 
Zieggy. 

One is for the show being pre- 
pared by Loew Brown and Ray 
Henderson, and the other will have 
the alter Donaldson songs. 

Blumenthal is reported so inter- 
ested he is watching the auditions 
for the Brown-Henderson cast. 


Bad Try-Out Biz 


Principal reason for bad biz in 
most of the subway legit spots is 




















that the quality of tryouts given 
has been horrific. 
It is told in the large number 


of shows withdrawn this season. 





What 
impends is the most widespread 
shutdown that the road has had to 
contend with since 1928, when the 
Erlanger side of the fence had scant 
bookings. 





LIGHTEN BURDEN 
UF RENTo~abATS 


| Shubert-Booked Theatres in 


Turning Back Reports— 
In New York and Out of 
Town as Starters—Other 
B’way Spots Lighting Up 





AUTOMATIC REDUCTION 


—— 


Broadway legit bookings are pick- 
ing up, with bookers lists now show- 
ing six houses without certain or 
pencilled attractions exclusive of 
two small spots. At the same time 
several Shubert houses are reported 


ready to be turned back to their 
owners. Two of these are in New 
York and one out of town. 

Latter factor is considered as 
marking the beginning of a parade 
of that nature, with legit eventually 
to benefit by cheaper rents and pos- 
sibly fewer houses. 


Bayes and Jolson are given as the 
two Shubert houses remaining un- 
billed to relight. Another may be 
in the 49th, although producers de- 
clare inquiries made for this site 
evoked an answer it had a show 
pencilled in. Longacre is also dark, 
with the Avon getting a series of 
recitals by Cornelia Otis Skinner. 


Forrest Going Back? 


Forrest went dark Saturday (7) 
when at midnight it was believed 
Milton Kramer, theatre’s owner, 
would find it back on his hands. 
This was the main reason ‘Lean 
Harvest’ went out of there Saturday, 
but up to Friday (6) Kramer de- 
clared he had not received word of 
the house reverting to him. Kramer 
is interested in the Forrest and Edi- 
son hotels, with Lee Shubert a part- 
ner in the hotel enterprise. Lee 
Shubert is also said to be interested 
in the corporation owning the For- 
rest theatre. 

Another Shubert-booked house 
declared to be given up is the Sam 
H. Harris, on 42nd street. Other 
theatres, the Hudson, New York, and 
several in Chicago, are understood 
to be in difficulties, a referee having 
been appointed for the Hudson. Lat- 
ter house was booked Friday (6) 
for ‘Miss Gulliver’s Travels,’ ‘Lili’ 
having cancelled, 

Other dark windows, Elliott, 
Masque, Empire and Majestic, have 
shews due, improving the legit out- 
look. Princess and President, 
smallies, are vacant. Music Box has 
a Sam Harris musical headed in its 
direction but not for home time. 

General declaration is that with 
owners getting their houses back 
again, it will probably influence 
them to reduce rentals for new 
leases. It is also a left-handed way 
of ending the legit overseating. 


ENGLISH PLAY GOES TO 
WIMAN, ‘AFTER ALL’ 


John VanDruten’s London play 
hit, ‘After All,” has been disposed 
of by Sydney Carrol now over here, 
to Dwight Wiman for production 
over here. 

So far Wiman has Margaret Perry 
for the femme lead, with expecta- 
tions of Laura Hope Crews ad- 
ditionally. 

Carroll is the London critic. He 
also is placing the Mussolini play 
for America. 

Jenie Jacobs represents Carroll, 
who will likely remain in New York 
until Dec. 1. 


Waiver on ‘Annie’ 


First waiver in some time 
Edward Gardner's 
nie.’ 

Shirley Booth, wife of the pro- 
ducer, is the lead. Don Mullally 
staging. 
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CLASH BOOKINGS AGAIN 


Jolson Show Against ‘3’s a Crowd’ 
in Cincinnati 








Cincinnati, Nov. 9. 

A switch in bookings of the Shu- 
bert for the week of Nov. 29 plays 
‘Wonder Bar’ against ‘Three’s a 
Crowd’ at the Erlanger-Grand. The 
Chicago Civic Theatre Repertoire 
Company, announced as the Shubert 
attraction for that week, will start 
its local engagement Dec. 7. 

With times as they are and the 
two legit houses having so many 
weeks of darkness that their em- 
ployees are eligible for duty in coal 
mines, the move of the Shubert of- 
fice in making changes to buck a 
revue with a revue is regarded in 
theatre circles here as bad business 
judgment. 

While ‘Wonder Far’ has Al Jolson 
as the magnet, ‘Three’s a Crowd’ 
offers Libby Holman, a home town 
girl, who rates a heavy local follow- 
ing. 


TITLE TANGLES 
OFTEN AND NO 
REMEDY 


The inability to control titles to 
plays, with duplication and charges 


of lifting declared to have become 
twice as prevalent within the past 
year as before, may lead to concer- 
ted action by authors, producers 
and agents. Unless the Authors’ 
League will take up the cudgels, it 
is admitted in legit circles the prob- 
abilities of correcting the title evil 
are remote although it is steadily 
mounting. 

The copyright laws do not protect 
titles of either plays or stories, the 
government affording protection 
only to contents. Some authors have 
their plays published to insure title 
safety, but according to the Authors 
League this is not always legally 
protective. Proof must exist that 
print of the work or its public per- 


(Continued on page 52) 


Coast Piping Legit Yarns; 
Anything Hits Dailies 


Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 

Local dailies are becoming leery 
of legit managers’ announcements 
due to several pipe stories hitting 
print last week. 

Louis O. Macloon’s announce- 
ment that he would do George 
White's ‘Scandals’ here Xmas with a 
colored Rudy Vallee bounced back 
to do more harm than good. An- 
other was Franklin Warner’s idea of 
building a string of musical com- 
edy theatres on his return with a 
supposed trunkful of ‘current 
Broadway musical comedy hits,’ 
with no shows of that type click- 
ing this season. 

Stories rated as much play as 
Zeigfeld’s dream that he'll bring the 
‘Follies’ out intact. 

















. . 
Trying ‘Veiled Eyes’ 
Detroit, Nov. 9. 

Jessie Bonstelle’s stock will try 
out ‘Veiled Eyes’ by Pat Kearney 
for a week beginning Nov. 23. ‘Eyes’ 
was to have been produced by 
David Belasco prior to his death, to 
star Beth Merrill. 

Joan Madison is playing Miss 
Merrill’s part in Detroit. Broadway 
production of the show understood 
to hinge on how it looks out there. 








Shubert Receivers Watch Matters 
Very Closely, Guided by Figures: 
Hits Not as Numerous as Promised 


The court receivers are tighten- 
ing up in the Shubert office, elimi- 
nating part of the staff and watching 
weekly statements closely. 

A Shubert show may now be 
yanked off any Saturday night, the 
Irving Trust end of the receivership 


being guided by figures and facts 
only. 

The bank’s representative also 
appears to have had his way in 


calling off the production of several 
plays which recently passed to 
other producers. 

That there is friction between the 
bank’s rep and Lee Shuert, co- 
receiver, is indicated. Again re- 
ports say the Irving Trust prefers 
another showman in place of Shu- 
bert. No change may occur until 
Dec. 2, when the creditors will 
meet in the Woolworth building and 
decide whether the Shubert Thea- 
tre Corp. rec_ivership shall be con- 
tinued or whether it shall go into 
bankruptcy. 

Other Banks 


Meantime other banking interests 
are lining up that portion of the 
creditors who brought debenture 
bonds to the extent of $6,400,000. 
Chase Securities, trustee for the 
bondholders, and the Seligmans 
who underwrote the issue are di- 
recting this procedure. About 
75% of the Shubert bonds have 
been on deposit with Chase since 
the readjustment plan was pro- 
posed last summer. While the plan 
has been called off it is expected 
a committee to handle the bond- 
holder’s interests will take some 
action. 

It appears that when the equity 
receivership—a move favored by 
the Shuberts was established, Lee 
Shubert mentioned to the Irving 
Trust that six hits, more or less 
were on their way to Broadway. 
‘The Venetian’ was first to arrive, 
It opened and closed at the Masque 
in eight days, said to be in the red 
for $25,000. ‘Marriage for Three’ 
(‘No Scandal’) due this week looked 
bad at the try-out. ‘The Little 
Racketeer’ was brought in from 
Boston for repairs. Another musi- 
cal show’s chances are not posi- 
tive. Out of the group only ‘Cy- 
nara’ which opened last week ap- 
pears to be a break even show at 
least and its starting pace has not 
been exceptional. 


Noclin Added 


While the name of J. J. Shubert 
has not appeared in the receiver- 
ship he is said to be interested in 
the Noclin Corporation, under which 
name the Shuberts have been pro- 
ducing this season. That subsidiary 
was added to the receivership last 
week by Judge Caffey, who granted 
the original petition. The Noclin 
company could not pay off some $3,- 
300, claimants averred. It was un- 
derstood that the Shuberts had put 
their own money in the Noclin ven- 
tures. 

The Shubert staff was rather up- 
set Saturday when Jack Welch was 
let out by the Irving Trust man, 
Fiske. Welch is familiar with the 
Shubert company’s affairs and re- 
garded as a valuable executive. Six 
in the accounting department were 
also dismissed. 

Cc. P. Greneker, the Shubert press 
agent, is reported having had his 
salary cut 50%. Since the receiver- 
ship started reports have been that 
several heads of departments had 
either received notice or told they 
must take less salary. Last winter 
a 25% cut was made on all Shubert 
salaries, 





Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Understood here that the Irving 
Trust of New York will further fig- 
ure in the Shubert receivership. 
This procedure concerns theatres 
not in the Shubert Theatre Corpo- 
ration and includes Detroit houses, 
it is said. 

































PD co ge ro 
sitnmtnee ddan in 


ie Pines 


eae ties = 


ae ie * 


ite 





ee 
ae - 


va itins 
eee 


.* 


net 


nN ER Re gia me 


VARIETY 





FEEGGTIMATE 





— 





_ Tuesday, November 10, 193] 








use 


Concerts 





Ce ee 





ue 








At the Opera 

The biggest event in the musical 
world, the opening of the Metro- 
politan opera season, had for the 
stage “La Traviata.” An audience 
packed the house inside with a 
street crowd that covered a@ square 
block. The performance was a bril- 
liant one and the brilliants of the 
boxes and orchestra were dazzling. 

“Camille,” always a great play, 
makes Verdi’s “Traviata” a great 
Opera, not altogether great in a 
musical sense, but one whose music 
is inspiring and a story that stirs. 
The role gives Rosa Ponselle an- 
other opportunity. She was ex- 
quisite in the second act in black 
velvet with ermine half-moons en- 
eircling her abundant skirt, and 
swathed in a rich wrap of white 
ermine, Again was she lovely in 
the white satin. 

Whether or not Miss Ponselle’s 
“Violetta” is a role best suited to 
her cannot be analyzed. She is a 
big artist and her portrayal of any 
role is always satisfying. The tex- 
ture of her voice and her dramatic 
expression she fits into any role. 

All eyes were on the new Mrs. 
Clarence Mackay (Anna _ Case), 
who was smartly gowned in all 
white. Her sole jewel was an ®nor- 
mous emerald surrounded with 
large diamonds. 

There was no attempt made in 
giving a first night novelty or an 
unusual opera. It was just “Travi- 
ata,” and Verdi's music, no matter 
how old, is always young. 


Lily Pons’ Control 


The diminutive coloratura soprano, 
Idly Pons of the Met, gave a re- 
cital in Carnegie Hall, with the 
proceeds going to the organization 
for Improving Conditions of the 
Poor. $10,000 was realized. Over 
100 seats on the stage. 

Debs in the lobby sold programs, 
ete., in simple decollete frocks. 

Miss Pons’ singing and _ style 
leaves little doubt she is a true ex- 
ponent of overtone produced by 
muscle control (diphramic) which 
gives the singer absolute relaxa- 
tion. She did an aria, ‘Gil Angui 
@Inferno’ from Moxart’s ‘Magic 
Flute,’ with an abandon of style 
that only an intelligent singer 
could accomplish. Other numbers 
were ‘Lo, the Gentle Lark’ and two 
songs written for her by a young 
Italian, Adone Zecchi; these 
brought out the brilliancy and vi- 
tality which belong to her. Her 
voice rings with color and fresh- 
ness. 

She was in a white silk frock, 
ruffled skirt with tight Princess 
basque, spray of white roses ex- 





tended from left waistline back over [ 


the shoulder and her dainty white 
satin slippers were fashioned with 
blue velvet bows. 

Pons is a big asset to the con- 
cert stage. 


Future Plays 


‘Is There Nothing Sacred?’ by 
James Ullman and Arnold Scheir, 
jr. rehearsing for Albert Pannister. 
Stanley Ridges, Owen Davis, Jr., 
Elinor Beresford, Harlan Brigges, 
Eva Conder, Edward Colebrook, 
Paul Lamonte are in the cast. Di- 
rected by Gavin Muir, the latter’s 
first. To open Nov. 23, either Philly 
or Boston. 

William Brandt has postponed 
‘Society Girl,’ by Chas, Beahan and 
Sean O’Larkin. 

‘Decent People’ by Al White, due 
in soon, Robert Sterling producing. 
Author will also direct. 

‘Perfect Crime,’ by E. C. Carpen- 
ter and Laurence Grossman, cast- 
ing for Alexander McKaig and due 
in Dec. 

‘Child of Manhattan,’ by Preston 
Foster, next for Wm. Harris, Jr. 

‘Berlin’ for Carl Reed and Ray- 
mond Moore. Casting. 








Engagements 


Lynn Overman, ‘Star Dust’ 

Claudia Morgan, ‘Marriage for 
Three.’ 

Fritzi Scheff, Basil Rathbone and 
Helen Haye, ‘Satan Passes.’ 

Jules Bennett, Virginia Coale and 
Josephine Wehn, ‘If Love Were All.’ 

Eric Cowley, Anthony Kemble- 
Cooper, Julia Hoyt, Phyllis Elgar, 
Alice Belmore Cliffe, Valerie Cos- 
sart, Edward Cooper and Patrick 
O'Leary, ‘Hay Fever.’ 

Spring Byington, Eugene Powers, 
Joan Blair, Martin Berkeley and 


Hunter Gardiner, ‘Bundy.’ 
Eleanor Bedford, Stanley Ridges, 
Harlin Briggs and Eva Condon, ‘Is 


By Sallie 


Mrs. Harris in Trouble 
With Her Hudson Theatre 


Application has been made to the 
courts for a referee to hear testi- 
mony as to whether a _ receiver 
should be appointed for the Hudson 
theatre, New York, owned by the 
widow of Henry B. Harris. The 
Immigrant Savings Bank holds a 
mortgage for $569,000, the bank 
making the move. Interest on the 
mortgage has not been paid. Sev- 
eral years ago Mrs. Harris rejected 
an offer of $1,300,000 for the prop- 
erty. 

The Hudson has not housed a 
hit in years. A succession of poor 
seasons and the depreciation of 
realty account for Mrs. Harris’ 
financial embarrassment. It is un- 
derstood that the actual sum re- 
quired is less than $30,000. 

It is figured that if a profitabte 
attraction is secured the Hudson 
would be enabled to tide over the 
present difficulties. 








Title Tangles 
(Continued from page 51) 


formance must be such as to esta- 
blish the title as associated with the 
author and his work. 


Title Stealing 


While the harsh designation of 
title-stealing is not applied gener- 
ally, it is claimed by agencies as re- 
markable how many plays with the 
same names make the rounds. 
There are four known plays with 
the title ‘Times Square,’ only one of 
which seems likely to be produced. 
There are two plays floating around 
called ‘Big Business,’ there were 
three called ‘Inside Story’ until that 
title was removed by a picture com- 
pany laying claim to it. 

Two called ‘True Story’ are fam- 
iliar to the legit producers and 
agencies, while several plays have 
cropped up called ‘Love’, with each 
author, as in case of others, claim- 
ing his title as original. 


‘Naples’ Doubled 


The most unusual case of the 
same title wag ‘See Naples and Die,’ 
Elmer Rice play produced last sea- 
son. At the time the Rice work was 
going the rounds, another showed 
up in Crosby Gaige’s office with the 
same moniker. 
A play called ‘Noah’s Ark,’ with 
that the only title that would fit, 
was around looking for a producer 
a long time but went on the shelf 
with title killed out when Warners’ 
made a picture called that. 
Latest complaint follows last 
week’s announcement that the new 
Elmer Harris play, ‘No Scandal,’ 
trying out of town, was to get a 
new name in ‘Marriage For Three.’ 
This is the title of a play by Halsey 
Raines, associated with Metro in its 
New York home office, and copy- 
righted a year ago with subsequent 
publication for added protection on 
the title. The Raines’ play has been 
submitted to various producers but 
whether or not the Harris selection 
of the same title is a coincidence 
has not been established. Request 
to Harris may be made to change 
his final title. An option on the 
Raines’ piece, now expired, was 
held by one of the producers. 
Picking Up 
One agency no longer types title 
of plays on outside of manuscripts 
so that hangers-on around produc- 
ers’ offices cannot pick up one by 
casual observation. This has been 
done, it is claimed. 
Agents can’t accept a new play 
carrying the same title as one which 
they are trying to sell because it 
would look bad for the latter and 
might rile the original title’s author. 
Authors of second play with same 
title are sometimes informed of this 
and suggestion for a new name 
made but are reluctant to do this. 





Musical, Revue, Play 


Cast for Coast Houses 


Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 

Three legit outfits are casting. 
Sid Goldtree is picking for a 
‘Goldtree Revue’ intended for the 
Green Street theatre, San Fran- 
cisco. 
Henry Duffy is building a ‘Topsy 
and Eva’ with the Duncan Sisters, 
Lucille DeWitt and Virgil Johan- 
sen, as a nucleus. This reopens the 
El Capitan Thanksgiving week. 
Belasco and Curran’'s next ‘Grand 


‘SUN’S’ MAUDE ADAMS REP 


Sent Ward Morehouse to Cleveland 
to Review Star’s Return in Play 








New York ‘Sun’ stole a march on 
the other dailies last week by send- 
ing Ward Morehouse, drama col- 
umnist, to Cleveland to cover the 
return of Maude Adams to the legit 
stage after 11 years. Probably first 
time a New York daily sent a man 
that far for the opening of a play. 
‘Sun’s’ idea was Miss Adams won't 
bring her ‘Merchant of Venice’ to 
New York until early spring, unless 
booking arrangements are changed. 
Morehouse sent back about four 
columns of copy on the opening, all 
used in New York. Stunt made 
quite an impression. Morehouse is 
‘The Sun's’ best traveller. He's 
been to Europe, South America and 
other places for the daily. 


A&F MUSICAL WITH 
MACGOWAN-GERSHWIN 


Aarons & Freedley will send the 
Alvin, New York, back to musicals 
with a MacGowan-Craig, Jr.-Gersh- 
win brothers piece now being pre- 
pared. John MacGowan and Richy 
Craig, Jr., are writing the book, the 
brothers the score. 

Understood the producers hope 
to have Jack Whiting, Barbara 
Newberry, Evelyn Hoey, Inez 
Courtney and John Huntley in the 
cast. 

A. & F. called off a MacGowan- 
Gershwin show slated for the Alvin 
earlier in the season because of 
book trouble. ‘Wonder Boy,’ Jed 
Harris comedy, relit the house in- 
stead, with Harris’ musical ‘Little 
Boy Blew’ a possible tenant before 
‘Boy’ was set. 











PEOPLE IN ‘DUST’ 


Goetz May Change Title of Show— 
Still Casting 








Pearl Osgood, John Sheehan, 
Irene Franklin, Lynne Overman, 
Peggy Wood and Walter Winchell 
are the principals so far engaged by 
Ray Goetz for ‘Star Dust.’ Addi- 
tional casting for the minor parts 
was being done yesterday (Mon- 
day). 

Up to Thursday (5) Winchell had 
not been released from his legit en- 
gagement by the producer. It was 
thought this may have happened 
through the columnist having two 
broadcasts weekly, both on Tuesday 
nights. 

While Goetz hasn’t changed the 
name of his proposed show, a 
switch of title for the Cole Porter- 
Herbert Fields play may materialize 
through previous copyrights held on 
the title, one on a published song 
and the other for an unproduced 
play. 

‘Dust’ was practically set to open 
at the Lyric, New York. Deal went 
askew when Goetz wanted too much 
in the way of terms. 


Nightingale Play Set 


‘TLady With a Lamp,’ second play 
for MacGowan and Reed, goes into 
the Maxine Elliott, New York, Nov. 
19. Play, having to do with the life 
of Florence Nightingale, will have a 
cast headed by Edith Evans, Eng- 
lish actress, with Patricia Collinge 
in the support. Leslie Banks, who 
played the male lead in the play in 
London two seasons ago, is direct- 
ing the present production. 

Cast includes Edgar Kent, Leslie 
Barry, John W. Austin, Stuart 
Casey, H. Langdon Bruce and St. 
Clair Bayfield. 

Robert Edmond Jones is doing the 
sets. 











Ash Leaves ‘Racketeer’ 


Paul Ash was slated to leave 
Shuberts’ ‘The Little Racketeer,’ 
playing Boston, Saturday (7). Sec- 
ond departure from ‘Racketeer,’ 
Grace Hayes preceding, Lita Chap- 
lin joining. 

Said that Ash handed in his no- 
tice for not having enough to do in 
the show. 





Out of Montclair 


After running five weeks Abe 
Halle has temporarily withdrawn 
his stock company from the fermer 
Warner theatre at Montclair, N. J. 

Halle may resume in the same 








Nothing Sacred.’ 


Hotel,’ starts casting tomorrow (10). 


Better Times First, but No 
Split—Schwab & Mandel 


Laurence Schwab and _ Frank 
Mandel state they will not produce 
another musical show until general 
conditions are- improved. Their 
latest try, ‘East Wind,’ started dis- 
appointingly at the renamed Man- 
hattan (Hammerstein’s) after ex- 
cellent business and rating out of 
town. 

Attendance was fair the second 
week, with the gross around $15,000 
or a bit more. No salary cuts were 
sought, the managers being hope- 
ful of the show playing down the 
notices. 

A report that the duo, which has 
a number of smash musicals to its 
credit, would dissolve, is denied. 
After the ‘East Wind’ premiere 
the managers addressed a letter to 
the players which was posted back 
stage. It called attention to the 
rave reception in Pittsburgh and 
elsewhere and was aimed to dis- 
count the effect some adverse no- 
tices may have had on back stage 
morale. 

The theatre was taken over by 
Schwab & Mandel this season 
under a participating arrangement 
with the Manufacturers Trust Co., 
which secured possession from Ar- 
thur Hammerstein under foreclo- 
sure. Hammerstein's loss on the 
venture, which includes an office 
building, was $1,800,000. The deal 
with the bank is said to provide 
for the presentation of two musical 
comedies, but in the event that 
neither clicked, the house would 
revert to the bank. 


Stock’s Dull Times 


No more stock openings are 
looked for now until after New 
Year's. 

That biz is expected to become 
bad after Thanksgiving goes with- 
out saying and those that survive 
the holidays will be considered ex- 
ceedingly lucky. 


‘Benefit’ Concert Blocked 


Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 9. 
Syracuse Chamber of Commerce 
has requested Ladies of the G. A. R. 
to cancel a contract for a concert 
scheduled for Feb. 29, following an 
investigation, which disclosed that 
the organization was to receive 
only $100 of the proceeds. 
Contract is with Mrs. F. L. Hy- 
land, who promoted similar con- 
certs in Albany and Schenectady. 
Intensive sales drive for tickets 
among city’s merchants and busi- 
ness men has been on, concert be- 
ing styled as for ‘relief funds.’ 




















Stoddart Sells Comedy 


Dayton Stoddart and Lande and 
Stephens couldn’t quite see the 
same way about advertising meth- 
ods for ‘Two Seconds,’ current at 
the Ritz, so Stoddart quit. That 
was Monday (2). 

Next day he began worrying 
about his haste. Same day Alex- 
ander Leftwich bought his musical 
comedy ‘Dollars Up.’ 

' Music for the piece was written 
by Adam Carroll, pianist with 
‘Three's a Crowd.’ Leftwich wants 
to start production right away, 
hoping to open before the first of 
the year. 





‘Widow’s’ Pay Off 

Cast debts on pre-opening clos- 
of ‘Iron Widow’ are being paid off 
by Irving Lande. Amount runs to 
two weeks’ salary for the cast, with 
the piece yanked before starting 
because of bond trouble last season. 

Lande started to  co-produce 
‘Widow’ with Robert Milford, but is 
paying the debt off himself. Lande 
comanaged “Two Seconds,’ current. 





MacLoon Closes Show 


Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 

Louis MacLoon’s ‘Girl Crazy’ got 
its closing notice Saturday (7) 
about 15 minutes before the finale. 

MacLoon told his wéek-to-week 
cast that the stage hands’ union 
wouldn't let him cut one man out, 
so he had to close. 





Hymans Again 
Lionel and Jack Hyman, brothers, 
who left legit producing last sea- 
son, are back. 
They have formed Span Produe- 





house Jan, 1. 


tions. 


_———_— 


a 


EQUITY’S HEAD MAN 
NOW FAVORS ‘SUNDAY’ 


Equity’s head now frankly favors 
Sunday legit shows. Frank Gillmore 
states his personal belief is that 
Sabbath performances are now 
economically sound. 

In the reversed viewpoint Gin. 
more explains that with so much 
money being expended on Broaq. 
way for Sunday diversion, it is hig 
opinion that a share should go to 
legit. Until recently Equity of. 
cials were off on the issue. Twice 
the membership has voted against 
Sundays. But times and conditions 
have changed and legit needs sus- 
tenance. 

Gillmore will not okay playing 
shows seven nights weekly and will 
fight any such proposal. He thinks 
actors should have at least one 
day and night off, and makes the 
advance suggestion to the managers 
that in their Sunday plans they 
propose to eliminate Monday nights, 
On Broadway it is recognized Mon. 
days are better than Saturdays at 
certain periods, particularly in th- 
summer. Should a Sunday law be 
secured from Albany or Sunday 
plays permitted by official sanction 
such as for other Sunday perform- 
ances, the matter of one night's 
closing would be adjusted between 
Equity and the managers, probably 
optional on the latter’s part. 


Get Together 


Equity and the managers will 
shortly get together on Sunday 
performances. Theatre league, be- 
hind the scheme, will confer with 
the back stage unions to the same 
ends. Present provision in the 
stage hands’ and musicians’ con- 
tracts call for extra compensation 
for Sundays. Should Equity’s Coun- 
cil favor Sundays, as indicated, the 
final say will again be put up to the 
membership at a special meeting. 
The back stage unions may be 
the barrier to all the Sunday plans, 
It is stated that Hugh Frayne, state 
organizer for the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, is firmly opposed to 
Sundays. Whether that is a per- 
sonal stand or whether Frayne 
voices the sentiments of other labor 
leaders is not clear. Heads of the 
musicians and stage hands organi- 
zations had previously been report- 
ed favoring open Sundays. 


Barnes’ Stock Passed Out 


Harrisburg, Nov. 9. 
No biz drove the Majestic stock to 
collapse here with the company in 
salary arrears. 
Co. promoted by Jay Barnes. 














Jay Barnes recruited the Harris- 
burg stock in New York and was 
permitted to sidestep the posting of 
the customary bond with Equity by 
guaranteeing the fares and with the 
players willing to take a chance. 

It was Barnes’ idea to put a sep- 
arate company in the Rajah, Read- 
ing, if the Harrisburg stock paid. 





Seldes Adapting ‘Donagoo 


Gilbert Seldes, dramatic critic, is 
trying his hand at another adapta- 
tion, this time for the Group Thea- 
tre, Theatre Guild offshoot. Critio 
is adapting ‘Donagoo’ French play 
by Jules Romain. 

Group group will probably make 
‘Donagoo’ its third production. Un- 
derstood the outfit hopes to launch 
a rep enterprise shortly at the 
Mansfield when ‘House of Connelly 
ends its turn. 

Seldes adapted ‘Lysistrata.’ 





Light Opera Fades 


Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 

That proposed season of light oper® 
is still far in the distance. Nick Cos- 
ley and his Metropolitan Light 
Opera Co., have not been heard from 
further. Cogley was getting to- 
gether with the Biltmore theatre 
management but never quite con- 
nected. 

Next date for the Biltmore, after 
‘Girl Crazy’ folds, is Dec. 21. Strat- 
ford-on-Avon Players drop in for 
three weeks of Shakespeare at t 
time. 


——<——— 


Ada May for ‘Smiling’ 


Ada May Weeks, engased last 
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3 Heavy Musicals Bouncing Off, 


But 3 Possibilities in Sight 





The finale of the New York en- 
gagement of the ‘Follies’ after a 
scant five months and the quick 
collapse of ‘Here Goes the Bride,’ 
rather overshadowed Broadway's 
legits last week. “The Follies’ ap- 

ars to have been hooked up with 
too heavy salaries. 

‘Follies’ will go on tour with Phil- 
adelphia the first stand on Thanks- 
giving. ‘Bride’ drew a swanky pre- 
miere and a general panning. 

Another of the new show crop 
passed out almost as quickly, ‘The 
Venetian,’ at the Masque, but three 
possible winners came in last week: 
‘The Laugh Parade,’ which got $24,- 
000 at the Imperial; ‘Cynara’ well 
regarded at the Morosco, where it 
got $10,000, and ‘Counsellor at Law,’ 
which opened late in the week at 
the Plymouth and won good notices. 
The others are in doubt. ‘Hamlet’ 
got the silk hats at the opening but 
run chances negative; ‘Caught Wet’ 


L. Jones; Hollywood story written 
by Norman Krasna; opens Thurs- 
day (12). 


‘Marriage for Three,’ Bijou (ist 
week) (C-605-$3). Presented by 
Lee Shubert: written by Elmer Har- 
ris; opens Wednesday (11); first 
called ‘No Scandal.’ 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Guild 
(3d week) (D-914-$6). Rose to ca- 
pacity pace during second week 
with gross $25,000; booked to re- 
main in this house for season. 


| 


| 


‘Payment Deferred,’ Lyceum (7th |} 


week) (D-957-$3). Making 


some 


out; weekly around $8,000 or little 
over. 

‘Peter Flies High,’ Gaiety (ist 
week) (C-808-$3). Presented by 


Leonard E. Bergman, his first man- 
agerial try; written by Myron C. 
Fagan; opened Monday. 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (9th week) (R- 
1,168-$5.50). Demand in agencies 





was rather mild at the Golden; ‘Hot 
Money’ opened Saturday at the Co- | 
han and looks moderate at best. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ | 
climbed to $25,000, heading the! 
dramatic list. ‘East Wind’ remains 
somewhat in doubt with that mu- 
sical getting about $15,000 last 
week. 

‘The Barretts of Wimpole Street’ 
resumes at the Empire next week 
for which the premiere card in- 
cludes: ‘The Lady With the Lamp,’ 
Maxine’ Elliott’s; ‘Steel,’ Times 
Square; ‘Fast Service,’ Selwyn 
(postponed from this week); ‘A 
Widow in Green,’ Cort (postponed 
from this week); ‘Reunion at Vien- 
na,’ Beck (‘House of Connelly’ mov- 
ing to the Mansfield); Chicago Civic 
Shakespeare unit, Masque and a re- 


vival of ‘Naughty Marietta,’ Er- 
langer’s. 

‘Lean Harvest’ was added to last 
Saturday’s closings, the English 
piece lasting but four weeks. No 
anounced closing this week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Brief Moment,” Belasco (ist 


week) (C-1,000-$3). Presented by 
Guthrie McClintic; written by S. N. 
Behrman; opened Monday. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (5th week) 
(O-1,416-$4.40). While other musi- 
cals shaded off again last week, this 
held up very well; close to $28,- 
000. 

‘Caught Wet,’ John Golden (2d 
week) (C-900-$3). Opened Wednes- 
day (4); got divided notices; mod- 
erate indications. 

‘Chauve-Souris,’ Ambassador (4th 
week) (R-1,200; $3). Russian affair 
pepped up performance somewhat; 
business so far light with gross ap- 
proximating $6,000. 

‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (5th 
week) (C-984-$3). Doing better 
than many new shows; grosses 
comparatively okay for this season; 
$9,000 and over. 

‘Counsellor at Law,’ Plymouth (2d 
week) (C-1,042-$3). Opened Friday 
(6) and drew good notices; indica- 
tions favorable, 

‘Cynara,’ Morosco (2d week) (CD- 
1,893—$3). Well received by press 
and though lower floor trade was 
g00d, balcony rather light; about 
$10,000 first week. 

‘East Wind,’ Ma vhattan (3d week) 
(M-1,265-$4.40). This week will 
Probably decide staying chances; 
around $15,000 to even break, sec- 
ond week. 

‘Everybody Welcome,’ 
(6th week) (M-1,395-$3). Agencies 
hau four-week buv. but business 
mediocre; around $11,000. 

Fast Service,’ Selwyn. 
wet back until next week. 

Follies,’ Ziegfeld (20th week) (R- 
1,622-$5.50). Last two weeks an- 
nounced; salaries revised down- 
ward; rated over $30,000 but costly. 

rand Hotel,’ National (52d 
week) (D-1,164-$4.40). Shaded off 
but making plenty at around $19,- 
000; ‘Electra’ only drama getting 
more, 

‘Here Goes the Bride,’ Chanin’s. 
Taken off Saturday after five days: 
panned plenty. Clark and McCul- 
lough starred. Peter Arno’s 1st 
Production. 

‘Hot Money,’ Cohan (2d week) 
(C-1,400-$3), Opened Saturday (7); 
indications were for moderate 
draw ; notices mixed. 

House of Connelly,’ Beck (7th 
week) (D-1,189-$2.50). Slipped off 
to about $9,000; some profit; moves 
to Mansfield next week and will 
Probably last until holidays. 


Shubert 


Opened 


‘If 1 Were You,’ 49th Street (8th 
week) (C-700-$3). Staying longer 


than expected; moved again Mon- 
day, from Comedy. 

If Love Were All,’ Booth (1st 
week) (C-708-$3). Presented in- 
dependently (Actors - Managers 
sroup); written by Cutler Hatch; 
opens Friday (13). 

Lean Harvest,’ 
off Saturday: 
good : 
f 


Forrest. Taken 
played four weeks: 
©d production started mildly and 
ailed to improve. 
Left Bank,’ Little (6th week) (D- 
930-$3), Going along at steadily 
Paying pace; ; 
$8.000, regarded good in this house. 
~ bouder, Please,’ Masque (lst 
© (C.700-$3), Presented by A. 


grosses better than | 


off, but figures best among musicals 
except ‘Vanities’; with election day 


matinee added, over $40,000 last 
week, 
‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ Harris 


(1st week) (C-1,051-$3). Presented 
independently (David Boehm); writ- 
ten by Boehm and Murdock Pem- 
berton; opens Thursday (12). 

‘Social Register,’ Fulton (ist 
week) (C-913-$3). Presented by Er- 
langer’s; written by John Emerson 
|}and Anita Loos; opened Monday. 

‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (28d week) (R-1,423-$5.50). 
Running somewhat under form but 
all musicals that way; last week 
about $37,500. 

‘The Good Companions,’ 44th St. 
(7th week) (CD-1,323-$3). With op- 
erating expense down, may be get- 
ting even break; last week estimated 
around $9,000. 

‘The Guest Room,’ Biltmore (6th 
week) (C-1,000-$3). In matter of 
percentages improvement here is 
distinct, but total takings not much; 
$3,500. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial (2d 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Drew good 
notices and promising business fol- 
lowed premiere; first week rated 
better than $24,000. 

‘The Sex Fable,’ Henry Miller’s 
(4th week) (C-946-$3.85). Another 
week or so and then ‘The Good 
Fairy’; ‘Fable’ not improved; $8,000 
not enough. 

‘The Venetian.” Withdrawn from 
Masque Saturday; played week and 
day. 

‘Two Seconds,’ Ritz (6th week) 

(Continued on page 57) 


OFF IN BOSTON BUT 
RODEO OPENS STRONG 


Boston, Nov. 9. 


Nothing doing locally to encour- 
age the legit people. Business at 
every house in the city last week 
below what it should be at this time 
of the season and with the listed 
attractions. 

Only feature was a bit of a pick- 
up on last two nights of the week, 
due to the football crowd. 

‘Rhapsody in Black’ closed at the 
Majestic with $13,500, much less 
than it should have done for final 
week. ‘The Little Racketeer’ on the 
final week at the Shubert brought 
$15,000 to the house, while “The 
House Beautiful’ with the personal 
buiid up by Channing Pollock, did 
$10,500. “Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ 
at the Colonial did $12,000 on the 
first week in at this house. 

‘Marching By’ is the new entry 
for this week, opening at the Shu- 
bert Monday night. 

While this is the story tor the 
legit houses the rodeo playing at 
the Boston packed in 11,000 for the 
opening performance Friday night 
and followed with 20,000 for the two 
Saturday performances. 








Madame Heink’s ‘Mikado’ 


. . 
Under ‘Vanities’ Gross 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 9. 

Pretty wide difference in legit 
firures last week, with ‘Vanities’ at 
Nixon far outdistancing the Schu- 
mann-Heink revival of ‘Mikado’ at 
Alvin. Latter pretty much of a 
disappointment, with Diva’s name 
expected to account for better show- 
ing of Gilbert and Sullivan show. 

Carroll revue, at $4.40 top, turned 
in a nice $28,000, with big balcony 
call. ‘Mikado,’ to $2.50 top, only a 
mat draw, evenings way off, and 
wound up week with less than 
$8,000. 

‘Student Prince,’ back at Alvin 
currently for ’steenth time, boasted 
big mail order sale, while Stratford- 
Upon-Avon Players at Nixon for 
week of Shakespeare expects big 
thines of school trade. After that, 
| Nixon gets ‘Tomorrow and 





money but English meller.no stand-| 


| week, and with everything in 





LEGIT ESTIMATE SYMBOLS 





R—revue; M—musical com- 
edy; D—drama; C—comedy; 
CD—comedy drama; F—farce; | 
O—operetita. Capacities and || 
top prices also indicated. 














| cust. and ‘Private Lives’ 


Tomor- | 
row,’ ‘Three’s a Crowd’ and ‘Private 


Lives, with Alvin following with | 
i‘Good Fairy,’ ‘Wonder Bar’ aad 
| ‘Blossom Time.’ 
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| 


DRAW $19500 


| opinion 


Shakespeare Up as Schoolmams 


Get Ist Pay—‘Lifetime’ Chi Flop 





Chicago, Nov. 9. 


| . 
| been benefit and party sales. Folded 


Each of the three local leaders. 
‘Crazy Quilt, ‘The Third Little} 


Show’ and ‘Green Pastures,’ 


approximate two-grand tumble, 


while ‘Girl Crazy,’ fourth on the 
money list, started off the week by 
hrowing itself into the cut-rate 
olumn, 

Trade went against the critics 


on ‘The Admirable Crich- 


| ton,’ here at the Erlanger for a two- 


Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 
Only last 
their 
favor they got money. Withdraw- | 
ing of ‘Silver Cord’ at the El Capi- 
tan, due to illness of Laura Hope | 


Crews, had this house dark and 
Hollywood without a legit attraction 
for the first time in five years. 

Best showing for the week was | 


three shows operating 


Louis MacLoon’s ‘Girl Crazy’ at the 
Biltmore, taking nearly $12,000 from 
John Public. In for an original two} 
weeks, it is now on its fourth on a 
week-to-week basis. 
‘Silent Witness’ at the Belasco got | 
$8,500, less than the normal draw of 
the house, but satisfactory because 
it was above the nut. 
‘Nine o’Clock Revue’ on 
full week at the Majestic topped 
$7,500, good. Co-op revue previously 
had an eight-week run at the Music 


its first 


Box in Hollywood. | 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Girl Crazy,’ Biltmore (3d week) 
(M-1,656-$2). Drew well at $12,000, 
but the nut too heavy. So closed. 

‘The Silent Witness,’ Belasco (2d 
week) (D-1,103-$2.50). Less than 
average at $8,500. Closes Saturday. 

‘Nine o’Clock Revue,’ Majestic (1st 


week) (R-1,050-$2). With a $5,000 
nut, profitable at $7,500 for first 


week of its return engagement. 


GUEST STARS AT $1,200 
DRAW GROSS OF $5,000 


Minneapolis, Nov. 9. 

Walker Whiteside in ‘Surf’ 
grossed around $3,700 for four per- 
formances at the Metropolitan. 
Considered good. 

Mrs. Fiske in ‘Against the Wind’ 
Nov. 23-25, next. 

With Mr. and Mrs. Coburn as 
guest stars at $1,200 plus transpor- 
tation from and back to New York 
and no boost in prices, the Bain- 
bridge dramatic stock at the Shu- 
bert drew around $5,000, respect- 
able, but not nearly enough under 
the circumstances, 








| pick-up 


| week sojourn, and the revival’s take 


the nudged the 
of a strong 
on the final 


the advance 


first lap barely 
mark. Chances 
for this one 
week, indicated by 
sale, are bright. 
Sudden closing of ‘Against the 
Wind’ at the Blackstone on its sec- 
ond week surprised all around, even 
though the grosses haven't 


on 
$8,000 


as 


Reason given by Tracy Drake was 


that the star, Mrs. Fiske, had been 
ordered by her doctor to quit the 
show immediately and take a 
month’s rest. Production went into 
the storehouse Saturday night, and 
the supporting company was dis- 


banded. Drake still figures on giv- 
ing the drama a Broadway unveiling 
in December, if Mrs. Fiske’s condi- 
tion permits. 

‘Once in a Lifetime’ can now be 
rated as the first Broadway smash 
to meet disaster in Chicago this sea- 


son. Perk-up in agency sales had 
indicated a healthy rise for last 
week, but the count-up Saturday 


night showed an opposite reaction. 
Tally for the Hollywood satire’s 
third week dropped to around $9,500, 
which meant another deep dip into 
the producer's pockets. 
out for Boston at the end of the cur- 
rent week. 

‘Unexpected Husband’ moved last 
Saturday night from the Adelphi to 
the Cort, lighting up the latter 


leave 
room 


Comedy had been carded to 
the Adelphi Nov. 14 to make 
for ‘Tonight or Never,’ but Dick 
Herndon decided to exercise the 
one-week notice clause in his con- 
tract and make an immediate shift 
to the less costly house. Show con- 
tinues on a cut-rate basis, with the 
top scale figure clipped from $3 to 
$2.50. 

‘Blossom Time’ slipped into the 
Grand Sunday night for its fourth 
return stand here. Slated for three 
weeks, and is being sold at two-for- 
one on a $3 top. Maurice Browne 
duologue, ‘The Unknown Warrior,’ 
has the Selwyn for four 
performances during the 
week, 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Against the Wind,’ Blackstone 
(2d-final week) (C-1,219; $3). Main 
sustenance for the fortnight has 








Philly Gets Setback; Jolson Show, 
Three's a Crowd, Below $20,000 





Philadelphia, Nov. 9. 


After a couple of rather good 
weeks the legit houses here nose- 
dived again and there were virtu- 
ally no encouraging signs. 


Jolson’s ‘Wonder Bar’ was a long 
way behind its second week figure 
of $31,000 at the Shubert. ‘Three's 
a Crowd,’ return engagement, got 
even less than that at the Garrick. 
Both shows had a $3 top. 

The Milton Aborn (Civic Light 
Opera) Company won great notices 
at tke Erlanger with their first 
presentation—the double bill of 
‘Pinafore’ and ‘Trial by Jury’—and 
had audiences that looked like big 
money but got only about $11,000. 
That was not profit, but close to an 
even break. What is more, attend- 
ance picked up steadily all week, 
and sale for ‘Mikado’ this week in- 
dicates a substantial jump. Despite 
disappointing start, it looks very 
much as if the eight weeks’ engage- 
ment would become an actuality. 

Of the dramatic attractions, 
‘Cloudy with Showers,’ under Pro- 
fessional Players’ auspices, got a 
weak $8,000 in the first week at the 


Chestnut, and Mary Boland’s ‘Vine- | 


gar Tree’ at the Forrest got about 


$9,500. Latter, however, had straight | 


$2.59 scale not cut down by reduc- 
tions of subscribers’ tickets. 

This week’s newcomers are ‘Pi- 
rates of Penzance’ (Civic Opera 
Company’s third) at the Erlanger; 
‘Five Star Final,’ put on by Locust 
Players’ Guild for a week at the Lo- 
(return) at 


the Broad. Next Monday the ‘Third 


Little Show’ comes to the Forrest, 
and Aborn Company will do ‘Pa- 
tience’ at the Erlanger, and ‘Step- 
ping Sisters’ will be the offering at 
the Locust. 

The Walnut and Shubert have no 


definite bookings and 
to reopen. The Broad 
have no definitely dated 
after this week, However, 


are 
and Garrick 
shows 


Hope 


unlikely | 


Williams’ new play, ‘Passing Pres- 
ent,’ a Selwyn production. ‘Satan 
Passes,’ with five well-known stars, 
and the Maude Adams-Otis Skin- 
ner revival of ‘The Merchant,’ are 
booked for one or another of those 
two houses, 

On the 30th ‘Hay Fever’ comes to 
the Chestnut as the third of the 
Professional Players’ attractions. 

Estimates of Last Week 

‘Private Lives’ (Broad). In for 
single week, on return engagement, 
but. might stay on if attendance 
warrants. A month ago, it was 
drawing sensationally when it left. 
House dark last week, 

‘Cloudy With Showers’ 
nut) (Second week). 
Players’ second attraction, lucky if 
it reaches $8,000. ‘Hay Fever’ 
next on 30th. 


(Chest- 





week). Maybe a few hundred over 
$9,000, but very disappointing and 
goes out after two weeks, despite 
good notices. ‘Third Little 
on Monday. 

‘Three’s a Crowd’ (Garrick) (Sec- 
|ond week). 
| turn engagement, although upstairs 
Maybe 


| draw has been good enough. 


$17,500. House has nothing an- 
| nounced to follow. 
| ‘Five Star Final’ (Locust). Ar- | 


thur Byron as guest star in single 


week’s booking of melodrama, never | 


before playing 
looked for. 
just fair last week. 

‘Mikado’ (Erlanger). Second 
fering of Civic Opera company 
(Aborn Group) and a fine advance 
sale. ‘Pinafore’ and ‘Trial by Jury’ 


here, Good trade 


of- 


gained steadily and although not 
what hoped for in trade, gave in- 
| dications of good future for com- 
pany; $11,500. 


Shubert theatre is dark. 
‘Wonder Bar’ about 
| and last week. 
| fortnight’s pace, 


$20,000 in third 


took an | 


been | 


€ thing 2 1e - about. | pty 
anything to beat the tom-tom about. | took Friday. 


Saturday night to better than $5,000, 
House stays dark until Nov. 23, 
when the first of the season's The- 


atre Guilders’, ‘Tomorrow and To- 
morrow,’ blows in. 

‘Biue Ghost,’ Piayhouse (2d week) 
(D-603: $3). Started weakly, but 
rally from Thursday brought the net 
up to around $4,500 again. Oke un- 


der the produ 


stances, 


tion hook-up circume- 


‘Crazy Quilt,’ Apollo (5th week) 
(R-1,1438; $3). Moved down two 
and a half grand to a still hefty 
$26,000. Has until Nov. 28 to go. 

‘Girl Crazy,’ Garrick (5th week) 
(M-1,997; $3). Pitiful Monday night 
spurred this one into resorting to 


the two-for-one pulmotor, but lim- 
ited to week-day nights. Quick and 
heavy distribution of the cut-rate 
card reflected in the jump business 
Wound up the stanza 


with around $13,000. First three 
days of current week will tell 
| whether it has further possibilities. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Illinois (8th 
week) (D-1,365; $3). Down another 
grand to a claimed $20,000. Still a 
nifty profit at the figure. Sunday 
night performance out. 


|} heay y 


Show pulls} 


| 


| 


| 500 


‘Mrs. Moonlight,’ Harris (1st week) 
(D-1,084; $3). Second of the Drama 
League list opened against the Civic 
Opera's season debut. Flock of sub- 
scriptions consequently exchanged. 
Whimsy liked by reviewers, but 
pull from other than the dis- 
count mob very doubtful. Figured 
at around $10,000 for the initial 
week. Spotted in for four weeks. 

‘Once in a Lifetime,’ Selwyn (3d 
week) (C-1,086; $3). Looks defi- 
nitely like a lost cause. Forty in 
the cast and 10 traveling stage 
hands, and slightly better than $9,- 
for the next-to-closing week, 


Loop showmen are shaking their 


| heads at this one’s fizzle and trying 





| 
| 


matinee | 
current | 


house for the first time this season. | t® fathom the eccentricities of the 


| Chicago legit trade. Balcony sale 
to date hasn't meant anything. 
‘Vinegar Tree’ following, Nov. 16. 
‘The Admirable Crichton,’ Er- 
langer (lst week) (D-1,319; $2.50). 
Drew unanimous critical raves. 
Opened to wide-open spaces, and 
they didn’t start coming until the 


Wednesday matinee. Sold well Fri- 


|}day and Saturday performances, 
Disappointing at $8,000. Advance 
hopeful of good closing week, 


Leaves this Saturday (14) for one- 
night stands at Grand Rapids and 
Lansing, Mich., and four days in 
Detroit. Nothing set beyond that. 

‘Third Little Show,’ Great North- 
ern (5th week) (R-1,365; $3). Poor 
pace set at the beginning of the 
week dragged the Beatrice Lillie ex- 
travaganza down to $21,000. Pulls 
out for Philadelphia at end of this 
week, 

‘Unexpected Husband,’ Cort (7th 
week) (C-908; $3). Dick Herndon 
sudden hookup with U. J. Herrmann 
for the Cort threw Adelphi into 
darkness for a week. Took in a 
claimed $6,500 last week. Mr. Hern- 
don and Mr. Kettering not quite 
chummy. Kettering cancelled, 
eas moved, Adelphi suddenly 
dle. : 

Other Attractions 

‘Hamlet,’ Majestic (D-1,997; $3). 
Business picked up here sharply 
after school teachers got their be- 
lated paychecks from the city. Final 
week of Chicago Civic Shakespeare 
Society hit $11,000. Chief support 
during three weeks of repertoire had 
been derived from the school kids, 
as shown by the steady balcony and 
gallery sellouts. Troupe left Satur- 
day night for a week of repertoire 
in Milwaukee, 


Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, Nov. 9. 
Supported by limousine and top 
hat trade, the late Frank Healy's 
local production of ‘Maytime’ came 











} 


Professional | 


‘Vinegar Tree’ (Forrest) (Second | 


Show’ | 


No profit for this re- | 


‘Strictly Dishonorable’ | 


Jolson's 


Way off from first } 


| Helen 


through with flying colors in first 
week at the Geary. Overhead on the 
show is down to a minimum, with 
most of the cast except a few prin- 
cipals donating their services in 
hopes of puttng over a light opera 
season, 

P Gahagan in ‘Tonight or 
Never’ looked like it would slip in 
its second week at the Curran, but it 
| Surprised by holding up well. 

| Duffy’s Aleazar got Leo Carrillo 
|in ‘Broken Wing’ Sunday (3). 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Tonight or Never,’ (Curran (2d 
; Week) (D-1,700; $2.50)—Holding up 
satisfactorily at $9,500. 
‘Maytime,’ Geary (lst week) (O- 


| 1,600; 


$2)—Pulling high-class trade 
and usual support for a home prod- 
uct. Good at $9,000 for neat profit. 


| W. Smith Posts Bond 





Bond for ‘Tadpole, Winchell 
Smith’s production, is staked at 
Equity. Piece was originally an- 
nounced as in conjunction with Er- 
langer’s but Smith's bond was 
posted by himeelf, 

| Erlanger’s is said to have piece 
the play, slated for rehearsals 


yesterday (Monday) and due at the 


iGaiety, New York 
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Plays on Broadway 





CYNARA 


Drama in three acts, a prolog, epilog and 
nine scenes presented at the Morosco Nov. 
2, by Lee Shubert; adapted by H, M. Har- 
wood and R. F. Gore-Erown, from ‘An Im- 
nove! by Gore-Brown; 


perfect Lover,’ 
starring Philip Merivale; featuring Henry 











Stephenson, Phoebe Foster and Adrienne 
Allen: staged by Henry Wagstaff Gribble; 
sets by Watsen Barratt, 
Clemency Warlock.......... Phoebe Foster 
Jim Warlock....ccccsccceces Piiilip Merivaie 
Hotel Attendant...cecrsecess Peter Barbier 
DhertOM. .ccccwccccdseccececeseces Gladys Rell 
Gorla Kentish...ccccscoesss Miriam JorJan 
Hon. John Tring.......- Henry Stephenson 
FOG. co ccvasececvoeseseeees Joe Romantini 
Walter ...ccccccccecvccesoces Peter Barbier 
A Customer. .cccccccoveceecs Jean Derayviile 
Mildred Miles... ‘ Newnham-Davis 
Dorie LOR. .cccccccecscccsesd Adrianne Allen 
Rev. Harold Dringer........ Hannam Clark 
Marjorie wccccdccscccccs Marguerite Martin 
Katherine .csccccccescesss Kathryn O'Neill 
Polly wccccccvcccccecsers Mary Williamson 
Mrs. Day.....cccccceeee- Mary Scott Seton 
Olive DAY... .cccccsescoseces Edna Bennett 
Miss Dringer....ccccoccccccsses Gladys Pell 
Mr. Caraway cceccccccccccers Thomas Bate 
Mr. Boot... .ccccccccesccsccsecd A. P. Kaye 
Grace Boot...ceccorsers Vera Fuller Mellish 
Alice Boot... ccccccccccccccccce Linda Fder 
Mies Trix. .ccccccccccccssccees Shirley Gale 
Mr. Small.....cccccceccesss Mario Majeroni 
Police Sergeant. .cccecsscccces Paul Hanson 
Court Ciera. <cscccgees Clement O’Loughlen 
COPOMNEP cicccsecccsceccsess secsAs FP. Baye 
Jury Foreman... .scccssesses Hannam Clark 
Another British play and some 
more British actors. This one is 
a good deal better, however, than | 
most of the stuff that’s been 
trundled across the ocean from 


what once was Merry England, and 
months in 


may get two to three 
New York. Call it a mild hit, on 
strength of the inexpensive pro- 


duction involved. 

‘Cynara’ has to be tagged first 
as a British play. It’s thoroughly 
that in every way. Also it’s a 
highly sensitive play—maybe a bit 
too sensitive. With that deducted 
from its New York chances, it 
settles down to a pretty sane, in- 
telligent piece of writing and act- 
ing about subjects that often are 
much exaggerated or distorted in 
the theatre. 


The why of the title is one of 
those things. Some time ago Ernest 
Dowson, one of the finest of Brit- 
ish poets, wrote a poem with the 
recurring.line, ‘I have been faith- 
ful to thee, Cynara, in my fashion.’ 
Writers of this play jumped on the 
Cynara as a parallel probably, al- 
though it’s not the same thing 
really. Dowson’s poem has to do 
with a lad that’s worried because 
when he’s kissing his Cynara the 
other woman’s shadow comes be- 
tween them. In the play the hero 
has a little bit the same sort of 
problem. That ends the similarity, 
with the play in no way poetic or 
as fine (from a writing standpoint) 
as the poem. Although it’s a fairly 
robust piece of theatre. 


Jim and Clemency Warlock are 
a happily married British couple, 
who’ve managed to get through 
seven years of married life and still 
are satisfied all around. And with 
no slip-ups. Then Clemency goes 
out of town for a month or two and 
Jim gets involved with a little 
shop-girl. It isn’t Jim’s fault, it 
isn’t the girl’s fault. It’s a res- 
taurant flirtation.that sticks and 
gets serious before they know it. 
Back comes the wife and Jim has 
his headache. 

Instead of being intelligent about 
it, Jim acts on his conception of the 
honorable man. He doesn’t like de- 
ception and he has to break off all 
around. So he breaks off pronto 
with the girl, instead of letting the 
thing break in time as it probably 
would have. Girl rushes right out 
to suicide, with Jim now in a seri- 
ous jam and up in court. He's ex- 
onerated, but censured, and even 
then hasn't had enough but he must 
call in the wife to tell her the whole 
story. 

All this is very effectively told in 
a quiet, dignified way and with all 
the characters getting their full 
values weighed. It’s a drama of 
honest people who cheat just a 
little and don’t know what to do 
about it. Maybe the man’s a jack- 
ass, or the woman, or both, but 
there must be many like them 
around, 

Philip Merivale as Jim gives a 
grand performance with Henry 
Stephenson, as a wise old friend 
right up with him and almost steal- 
ing the show. Adrianne Allen does 
exceptionally well with the shop- 
girl part, besides being a very 
pretty girl. She's one of the most 
talented English young women to 
come over here. 

One thing only is bad about the 
way the piece is played and that is 
the undertone of it. It’s all under- 
tone to a very fine shade, but for 
moments too fine. From the back 
of the house it's almost impossible 
to hear some of the first act be- 
cause it’s all so subdued. Morosco 
is probably too big a house for this 
kind of a play. ,. 

Hard to understand also just why 
the prolog and epilog are needed, 
except as time fillers. In the pro- 
log the Warlocks are in Capri and 
he’s making a clean breast of it all. 
In the epilog she gets mad for a 
while and then forgives him, with 
the interim his story to his wife. 
Why it couldn't be played straight 
out as it happened is hard to un- 
derstand. Another question is how 
the wife could have got through all 


that time, court trial and all, with- 
out getting the story. 

There ought to be enough car- 
riage trade left in New York to 
keep this play going for a while, 
although the Shuberts may have to 
lock up the balcony. Kauf. 


HAMLET 


New York Producing Association pre- 
Sents new staging of ‘Hamlet,’ designed 
and directed by Norman Bel Geddes, Fea- 
tures Raymond Massey, English actor- 
manager. Version in three acts instead of 
traditional five. At the Broadhurst, Nov. 5. 





Scale $5.50 top. 

er ee seeecoee David Horne 
ClOREPUGS, 00 c'vc0ce 60s bees Mary Servoss 
rere Raymond Massey 
i Tes John Daly Murphy 
DE icdeethdseures Colin Keith-Johnston 
CIMMOUR ccceccsctacdeccqn Celia Johnson 
REOOMEAD . aaccusacasetacan Leon Quartermaine 
tT Perrrrrrrrerrirry?. Burton McEvilly 
RROSOMCTANES. occ ccec ccdugner Robert Lowing 
Guildensterts ..icceccccevesaee Frank Rothe 
BROROOUING. 6 scccdcceedoesan H. H. McCollum 
TROTMOATGOs c cee scecovccteees Bernard Savage 
WD URBOMOD « 04 0.5 044 00080054nRE George Cotton 
First Grave Digger..........e«. George Carr 
Second Grave Digger....Clifford Heckinger 
WRG PUI. 5 <oscarsacéaee Herbert Ranson 
WeMPOe TETAS. «0406046 00esees ih John Holmes 
ee ey lise Gronau 
POUPREGS ac cuneecunseeneeses Jerome Andréws 
PURONEs vb cu wcees 055 k665'0NSEEETE Harry Selby 


‘Hamlet’ being a tragedy of heroic 
dimensions, Norman Bel Geddes 
seems to have approached it with 
the artistic purpose of playing it 
in a stage background so neutral 
in tone and so lacking in the trum- 
peries of theatrical settings, that 
the auditor is thrown back. upon 
his individual imageries to provide 
his own illusion. Everything that 
is florid and of the theatre has been 
mercilessly avoided, both as to the 
physical staging of the play and its 
acting tone as well. In many ways 
Bel Geddes has outdone even the 
Arthur Hopkins production in its 
revolt against the flamboyantly the- 
atrical tradition of the work. 
Probably the distinguishing fea- 
ture of the new version as against 
the Hopkins production, is the pres- 
ence in the Ben Geddes play of 
taymond Massey instead of John 
Barrymore. The Barrymore playing 
was typically foreeful and gusty, 
while Massey (this is his first es- 
say as Hamlet) merely gives it a 
smooth, restrained reading, only 
eloquently reinforced by his gaunt 
countenance, a grim-visaged figure 
that is Hamlet personified, where 
Barrymore was rather a gifted actor 
playing a part with all the glamor- 
ous arts at his command. 
Barrymore was an inspired actor 
and his Hamlet was great enter- 
tainment. The play ran for 101 
performances and could have gone 
on indefintely. Massey too, is a 
memorable Hamlet, suggesting in 
his playing of this part a cypress 
among decorative maples, but, un- 
less this reporter misses his guess, 
he will never achieve the public 
acclaim that went to Barrymore. 
To tell the truth, the whole aim 
and purpose is rather too lacking 
in parade to gain wide applause. 
Instead, it is the ultra-ultimate of 
artistic restraint. 

Ophelia’s mad scene is pitched 
so quietly, for instance, that much 
of the reading was lost half way 
back in the theatre. This scene de- 
parts from custom in many ways, 
the flowers being all imaginary and 
the gestures of Celia Johnson being 
merely the faint fluttering of hands. 
Intent seems to be to sound a plain- 
tive note in what has been tradi- 
tionally a vigorous emotional acting 
sequence, 

Production makes its special ap- 
peal upon its simple dignity, im- 
portant to which is the scenic ar- 
rangement and novel lighting. The 
settings are striking. Instead of 
literal backgrounds, the stage is 
entirely taken up with a vague, in- 
definite conception, suggesting only 
a vaulted space with irregular col- 
umn like masses and other bulks 
with an entrance to the rear that 
is always left unexpressed and in 
shadows. At both sides are shal- 
low steps, one leading off stage and 
the other merely a raised area that 
at one time is a throne dais and 
at another—this for the Queen’s 
chamber scene-—-the’ royal bed. 
Black drapings serve to make the 
same raised space Ophelia’s grave. 

The stage is never wholly brightly 
lighted, but by some trick of manip- 
ulation the figures of the people are 
illuminated to stand out of a shad- 
owy background, for which purpose 
the balcony front bristles with a 





battery of lighting devices, tinted 
colored floods, telescope-like spots 
and the unseen wings and border 
|; space carry further equipment. 
Some of the effects are startling 
and often bizarre. Ophelia at times 
is bathed in odd combinations of 
mild green and a tint resembling 
amber. The scene of the king at 
prayer with the menacing Hamlet 
ready to. strike (which is often 
omitted) is here given an odd light- 
ing. Single figure of the false king 
is illuminated strongly on an other- 
wise dark stage, the light coming 
from the altar cross before which 
he is praying. 

The Players scene and the duel 
scene, which climaxes the play, both 
are played with the whole stage, 
except for tricky shadows, softly 
lighted. These big effects of il- 
lumination have a quality all their 





own wherein the lighting does not 
come from the foots, but seems to 
flood in from no visible source. 

Ghost scene is managed different- 
ly also. A vague presence is sug- 
gested by what may be a mere 
print of white robes, and the ap- 
parition’s slow movements can be 
followed only by a point of light, 
apparently reflected from a sol- 
dier’s bright helmet. The Hopkins 
device was a shapeless area of 
drifting light. 

Nearest thing to grip in this play- 
ing is the Queen’s chamber scene, 
a passage brilliantly played by 
Massey and Mary Servoss, cast as 
Gertrude, and a fine bit of tense 
action even though these two play- 
ers still handle it with the same 
quiet force that characterizes the 
whole performance. John Daly 
Murphy’s Polonius is an outstand- 
ing contribution, a fine bit of high 
comedy characterization played by 
this seasoned actor without whom 
no metropolitan Shakespearean pro- 
duction would be complete. 

Leon Quartermaine’s Horatio is 
a triumph of Shakespearean read- 
ing. Here is an actor with flawless 
diction and the gift of fluency. Few 
modern players have this knack of 
speaking metered lines that at once 
have music and naturalness in their 
graceful cadences, Colin Keith- 
Johnson, he of ‘Journey’s End’ emi- 
nence, deals generously with the 
role of Laertes, a none too promi- 
nent assignment for this excellent 
actor but having the strong grave- 
yard and duel scenes for the dis- 
play of his sterling abilities. 
Costumes follow in general the 
scheme most familiar to this gen- 
eration, all black for the Hamlet 
garb with touches of color splash 
in the crimson robes of the King 
and Queen, and distinctive court 
dress tones for the others. Bel 
Geddes has stuck to his text, rear- 
range the sequences as he might, 
and—here is another triumph for a 
modern art producer testifying to 
the sincerity of his intent—he has 
eschewed all experiments toward 
symbolism, Rush. 


Here Goes the Bride 


Musical comedy in two parts, present- 
ed at Chanin’s 46th Street Nov. 3 by 
Peter Arno, book by the producer; score 
and lyrics by John W. Green, Edward 
Heyman and Richard Myers; ‘dances 
staged by Russell Markert; book directed 
by Edward Clarke Lilley; Clark ana 
McCullough starred. 

Roddy Trotwood....e.+++...--Eric Biore 
Tarkington..... ecccece ««-Joseph Spree 
Etta Fish eccvee- Colletta Ryan 
Diddles Stuyvesant ...-....Dorothy Dare 
Bubbles Stuyvesant .....Pauline Gaskins 
Doodles Stuyvesant .........+. Ann Roth 
Toodles Stuyvesant.....Roberta Robinson 
Roger Loring ...e.......John Gallaudet 
Betty Fish ..ccecceeees--Grace Brinkley 
Tony Doyle cecocwsesseces Paul Frawley 
June Doyle....ee.«e..Victoria Cummings 






HHivOS .ccccee Cocccececoccsess Bobby Clark 
Blodgett ..... eccccoeesFaul McCullough 
June's Maid ..seseceseeess- Norma Taylor 
Eloise Bell ...... ceeeocecese Mary Pettis 


Judge Humphrey.......Dudley Clements 
Taxi Drivers........-Al and Ray Samuels 
Hotel Clerk ...++e.++.-Bruce Carrington 


A COW sccsee eececeeeessChick and Andy 
Bareness Von Ga Ga..Charlotte Homann 
ROSE scccccee eovceeeeeFrances Langford 
Sparker .....-+cccesccsessHarry Holbrook 


House Detective ..cececsess.-Philip Lord 
Clerk of the Court........Gordon Clark 
June’s Attorney.. ..-Harry Holbrook 





An ermine audience sat in on 
Peter Arno’s premiere try as a pro- 
ducer and paid 11 bucks a ticket to 
be bored by ‘Here Goes the Bride.’ 
That scale applied for the first 
night only, $4.40 top being regular. 
Another musical disappointment. 

The sables and top hats from the 
avenue were interested from two 
angles. Firstly, they have giggled at 
Arno’s comic drawings in the mags, 
sketches which click because of hu- 
morous or pointed titles. Then, 
too, they are concerned with the 
production through the back- 
ing of the social register name, 
Jock Whitney. Thgyefore the first 
nighters were quite ready to be 
demonstrative, But there was little 
chance for sincere plaudits, and be- 
fore the finale a considerable per- 
centage from the other side of Fifth 
had quietly retreated—walked out, 
as they used to say in vaudeville. 

Mr. Arno’s first real taste of show 
business dates from last season 
when he designed ‘The New York- 
ers,’ which also was backed by a 
social luminary, Mrs. Josh Cosden. 
Most of the settings are painted 
along the sketchy lines the artist 
employs for his magazine work. 

Reno is the point of the book, 
and much more fun was expected 
because Arno was a figure in a comic 
encounter with young Cornelius 
Vanderbilt out there, an incident 
that was pudding for the tabloids 
and provided many columns of 
newspaper space otherwise. After 
15 or 20 minutes of the performance 
an observer turned to a neighbor 
and said: ‘From the way this show 
is going, McCullough would be wel- 
come even alone.’ 

30bby Clark and his shadow are 
head men in ‘Bride,’ but they could 
not carry the show. When it opened 
in Detroit word came back that 
here was something, Same applied 
at another point, then came along 
a report that in some way the 
‘Bride’ had slowed down. First night 
here impressed as having too much 
slow motion, only real animation 
being in the chorus. 

The set-up financially and from a 
writing angle should have worked 
out much better. In concoeting his 
show, whether Arno secured the 
best talent that the b. r. commanded 
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MAUDE ADAMS 


(‘MERCHANT OF VENICE’) 

Cleveland, Nov. 7. 
A miracle was expected when 
Maude Adams, the stage’s most 
idolized and glamorous figure after 
her ‘Peter Pan,’ came out of a 13- 
year retirement to play Portia in 
‘Merchant of Venice’ with Otis 

Skinner, at the Loew's Ohio here. 


Given more national ballyhoo than 
any actress in the past 20 years, 
her come-back promised to make 
theatrical history. Old fans and 
critics held their collective breaths 
waiting to see if the famous creator 
of Peter Pan, Lady Babbie and Le- 
nora would again triumph. But the 
miracle failed to come off. 

No matter how you look at her, 
Maude Adams still doesn’t look Por- 
tia. This role requires youth and 
the star, actually 58, can’t do it. 
She gets by through the force of her 
personality and acting ability. The 
modern generation of playgoers 
never saw her before. 

Why Miss Adams ever decided to 
essay this Shakespearean role is a 
puzzle. It was bad judgment or 
poor advice. The production of 
‘Merchant’ won't compare to pre- 
vious productions, such as War- 
field’s or Sothern’s. With her name, 
it may draw good grosses if stick- 
ing to the road and one-night 
stands. 

The star’s much ballyhooed light- 
ing innovations turn out to be quite 


mild. At the premiere.the 30,000- 
watt spot, which eliminates foot- 
lights, seemed to throw faces of 


actors: into shadows during early 
scenes. The strong spot is most ef- 
fective in the attractively staged 
courtroom scene, besides heighten- 
ing the dramatic effect. 


Miss Adams made a number of 
changes in the Shakespearean script 
to build up her role. She cut a lot 
of Shylock’s ‘war horse’ lines, but 
left intact lines referring to her as 
the ‘beautiful woman of Belmont.’ 
This episode is a decided let-down. 


She takes on new lifé, showing 
much of her famous radiance and 
old qualities in the courtroom. Here 
there’s more assurance, more indi- 
viduality, despite she wears her hair 
in an old-fashioned bun and never 
catches the imperial quality of Por- 
tia. In the Quality of Mercy speech 
she gives it a new twist by handling 
it with a sudden exultation, as if the 
solution had come to her on the 
spur of the moment. Her work at 
this point is well timed, compelling 
and excellent enough to draw half- 
a-dozen curtain calls at the open- 
ing. 

Otis Skinner’s Shylock, shoved to 
the background by Miss Adams, is 
a trifle cocky and lacking in majes- 
ty, but expertly done. His part suf- 
fers from the deletion of the ‘Oh, 
my daughter, oh, my ducats’ lines 
which gave the first act its biggest 
punch, 

Acting of supporting company is 
adequate, but not outstanding. 

That Maude Adams drew sold-out 
performances here, in addition to an 
extra matinee, indicates that the 
magical glamor of her name is still 
a money-maker. 

It isn’t an expensive pr eduction, 

Pullen. 


PLAYS ABROAD 


Kabarett der Komiker 


(BERLIN) 
Berlin, Oct. 30. 


With a most witty and clever 
parody written by himself, Kurt Ro- 
bitschek interrupts the usual varied 
frame of his nite club presentations. 
Ilse Bois’ start in a film parody is 
with full right a very great success. 
She has scrutinized already some 
other branches, the ‘Variety Show,’ 
the ‘Berlin Festivals,’ the ‘Nite Club,’ 
but this is her ripest and best per- 
formance. Never the whole film 
world has been taken off so wittily, 
short and snappy as here by Ilse 
Bois. She is well assisted by Ro- 
bitschek, who has written a most 
impressive text, and surrounds her 
with an effective scenic frame. The 
new turning stage of the Kabarett 
is inaugurated, enabling the quick 
change of scenery. 

Ilse Bois is unique in her way. 
Her great mimic efficiency is con- 
nected with a real intelligence of a 
woman, being between instinct and 
cleverness. With her trained body 
she underlines the aesthetic of her 
parodistic perférmances without 
losing herself in cheap tricks. She 
is one of the few women entitled to 
parody. She knows the limit, is al- 
ways aware of her effect, and, what 
is more important, always remains a 
woman. She belongs to the type of 
nite club artists enriching the pro- 
gram of each nite club. 

With full reason the military 
pictures are taken off, and, not to 
forget, the Viennese pictures that 
one saw again and again until fed 
up. Then the mad ambition of some 
film stars is being made fun of. The 
parody of the French film is a little 








weak, The persiflage of American 





underworld pictures, howeve 
ome and effective. 

At the end is the educational. Two 
men dressed up as human beings 
are around a poor, frightened negro 
girl. The loud speaker gives an ac. 
companying text as it should never 
be but, unfortunately, most often ig 
All in all a fine idea, a great succesg 
for Ilse Bois. The rest of the pro. 
gram is very good. Fritz Gr uenbaum 
as conferencier, witty and clever as 
always, and of a most comic effect 
in a sketch. Ernst Busch reciteg 
simply and very surely a few deep 
songs, which, being real, find their 
echo in the audience. Gus T. Raglug 
appears in the beginning somewhat 
as copy of the excellent juggler 
Rebla, but later proves to be effi. 
cient in his own tricks. Good the 
Chinese troupe of South China. The 
Spanish dancer, Asuncion Granados 
only has a beautiful face anq body. 
Marcelle and F.. Nadasy with their 
dances are average. 

All in all the best and most in. 
teresting evening one has for a long 
time spent in the Kabarett der 
Komiker. Magnus, 


GREEN LAMB 


Budapest, Oct. 20. 

‘Green Lamb,’ at the Magyar the. 
atre, with book by Vaszary and 
some catchy jazz numbers by Leo 
Kondor, is one of the most amus- 
ing backstage comedies seen in a 
long time. 

It is the history cf the making 
of a musical comedy, with the usual 
quarrels, jealousies, and the ap- 
pearance of everything going to 
pieces that generally precedes a 
success on the stage. 

Running through it is the amus- 
ing story of the prima donna, who 
departs from the dress rehearsal in 
high dudgeon, gets into her car, 
drives away at top speed to cool off 
her rage, and crashes into the 
week-end cabin of a woman-hating 
engineer, who can't get rid of her, 
gets mixed up with the stage crew 
and finally falls in love with her 
and marries her right after the 
‘Green Lamb’ premicre. 

Not a dull moment in the play, 
which is full of funny situations 
and capital lines. The close of the 
first act, when the spoiled leading 
lady drives the woman-hater out of 
his own cabin into the storm, and 
goes to bed in his bunk clad in 
nightshirt, and that of the second, 
when the desperate manager brings 
his whole company, decorators, or- 
chestra, scenery, and all, after the 
leading lady ,to rehearse in the 
log cabin in the forest, since she 
refuses to return to the theatre, 
are especially hilarious. 

Maria Lazar, who at first was 
only considered prominent for her 
piquant beauty and lovely figure, 
has developed into a comedy actress 
of exceptional ability and charm, 
There is a big chance, especially for 
pictures, in ‘Green Larnb.’ 


JEMAND 


(‘SOMEBODY’) 


Berlin, Nov. 1. 

Play in three acts by Ferenc Molnar. 
Presented by Max Reinhardt and staged 
by Gustaf Gruendgens. Scenery, Ernst 
Schuette. Cast: Albert Bassermann, Lili 
Darvas Adolf Wohlbrueck, Else _ Heller, 
Fritz Oldemar, Sidonie Lorm, Hermann 
Hagemeier, Ludwig Stoessel, Erich Walter, 
Klaus Pohl, Hans Henninger and Friedrich 
Honna. At Komoedie, Berlin. 

Ferenc Molnar’s importance as & 
leading European stage writer 0 
our times cannot be depreciated. As 
to his latest play ‘Somebody,’ one 
gets the impression that Molnar has 
not quite thought out his idea, to 
form it and to execute it. What he 
tells us is perhaps enough for an 
interesting story, but it does not fill 
out a theatre evening. 

Cortin, an adventurer with the 
manners of a gentleman, comes out 
of prison and meets his daughter 
She also has a past, but as the girl 
friend of a South American has re 
ceived a big sum when that affair 
is over, and she intends to 80 
straight. However, she refuses to 
pay the price of a respectable but 
loveless marriage. And as she 
wants to have an honorable name 
the daddy adventurer invents al 
imaginary husband for her. He 
counter‘eits papers and invents one 
Count Duye, on an expedition in the 
forests of Brazil, who from time to 
time sends articles to high hat mage 
azines and gives money for charity. 
He never appears and the girl er 
in the meantime bought a castle 4 
the Donau and lives a retired life 28 
a gentle, lonely countess in an Aus- 
trian little town. of 

But difficulties crop up. Blo 
suckers who on account of the = 
absence of the count cash 7" 
never made, a lawyer and at t 
same time editor of a blackmailing 
paper, who demands money for it 
alleged illegitimate son and gets re 
and also a baron whom the pots 
ess’ overbid when buying the ca®_ 
He now takes revenge am Pine 
lishes insulting articles against ed 
count. He thus creates an OP Pie 
tion that smashes the dream an 
The difficulties and troubles we 
until the countess calls her bower 
by telegram. He settles every? 


Yr, 8ruee 
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London, Oct. 30. 

Biggest election party, once again, 
will be Gordon Selfridge’s. 3,000 
invitations have been sent out, and 
the cost will be around $6 each. 

At the last election, when the So- 
cialists swept the country, the re- 
sults, at the party, were greeted 
with frank consternation, the revel- 
ers all belonging to the monied and 
professional classes. 

This year a different result, 


One of the oldest London cabarets 
has discharged its waiters and in- 
augurated a cafeteria system of 
serving. 


John Murray Anderson sent outa 
eall for 35 chorus girls for his fu- 
ture Hippodrome revue and received 
500 applications. Minor roles were 
also applied for accordingly. 


Flashing? 

At the Savoy Grill recently an In- 
dian potentate gave a dinner party. 
Young man, intelligent looking, but 
with the buttons of his dress suit 
studded with diamonds. He also 
wore diamond earrings. 

Only needed guld teeth to be good 
song material. 

Maude’s Sylvan Retreat 

Cyril Maude, actor who has known 
Hollywood, spends much of his time 
rehearsing the Dartmouth Players, 
trouping in a Devon town near 
which he lives in sylvan retirement. 

When the play is nearly ready he 
has them home three nights a week. 


London legit managers no longer 
resent attendances in the stalls in 
lounge suit uniforms. In fact, they 
are even so much awake as to play 
for the casually attired male. 

Idea is it improves receipts, men 
not having the time to change, 


Oxford has a promising team of 
golfers to eompete in the varsity 
championship this year. They count 
strongly on winning prizes through 
the Sweeny Brothers, who come 
from the States. 


Wallace’s Frankness 
Edgar Wallace, typewriter-punch- 


er, newspaper editor, playwright, 
producer, dramatist, poet, fiction 
writer, racing tipster, raconteur, 


scenario writer and film producer, is 
standing as a parliamentary candi- 
date for Blackpool. 

He is telling the voters he knows 
nothing of politics but writes very 
good stories, whereupon his listeners 
cheer him to the echo, to go out and 
buy his books, 


Richard Strauss, now conducting 
an orchestra in London, did not take 
the slightest notice of a famous col- 
ored jazz band which was torturing 
the air at a restaurant the musician 
frequented. 


Sports Center 

White City, the large exposition 
ground about three or four miles 
from Piccadilly Circus, where grey- 
hound racing and football are now 
held, is to be elaborated with an 
international sports centre where 
lawn tennis, ice skating, boxing, 
swimming and other contests can be 
held. 

Some idea of the size of the place 
is afforded from the proposal to con- 
struct a relatively small arena in 
one corner of the Stadium, which 
arena will seat 15,000. 


Exchanging Plays 


Berlin, Oct. 30. 

A new idea of organization has 
been realized, to exchange plays 
and performances between various 
German theatres. 

Plays which have been success- 
ful but for echnical reasons had to 
be stopped at the original theatre 
can be moved to other theatres and 
their financial success exploited. 

The comedy ‘Junge Liebe’ (‘Young 
Love’), the great success of Oscar 
Homolya and Grete Mosheim, moves 
from Lessingtheatre to the Tribuene. 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ will move from 
Tribuene to Lessingtheatre. 

Grete Mosheim will continue her 
Success of ‘Waterloo Bridge.’ Her 
ro'e in ‘Junge Liebe’ will be played 
by Luise Ulrich. 


Milan Hoots ‘Glory’ 


Milan, Oct. 28. 

The war-time play, ‘The Rivals’ 
(What Price Glory ?), was booed at 
the Olympia theatre. Play got an 
awful lamming at the hands of the 
critics. In consequence business is 
bad, 

A noted critic declares the demon- 
Stration of the opening night was 
not so much against the play as it 
Was directed against Messrs Suvini 
& Zerboni, owners of several thea- 
tres in Milan, because they choose 
Plays on their merits and without 
recard to whether thev Italian 
or foreign. 


are 
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MISS ROSE’S GIRL’ MAY 
BE HOT HIT—HOT PLAY 


London, Noy. 9. 

Three theatre organizations gave 
Sunday night performances (8), one 
proving an exceptionally strong 
play. It’s ‘Miss T*se’s Girl,’ by Lil- 
lian Trimble Bradley, at the Gar- 
rick, 

‘Miss Rose’s Girl’ is a tremendous 





|drama recalling ‘Mrs. Warren’s-Pro- 


fession,’ but stronger. was en- 
thusiastically received. Play re- 
quires requisite atmosphere, dialect, 
casting and production, but ought 
to be a big money maker. 

‘We Will Go,’ at the Savoy turned 
out to be a weak propaganda opus 
against the cruelty of fox hunting. 

‘Tristi Amori,’ at the Everyman, 
is a translation from the Italian 
that wasn’t worth the trouble. 
Orthodox plot of no interest to Eng- 
lish-speaking audiences, 


GERMANY ASKED 
TO READMIT 
AGENCIES 


Berlin, Nov. 9. 


Association of International 
Vaudeville Managers has requested 
the German government to readmit 
free vaude agencies. No answer to 
the request yet, with the govern- 
ment said to be giving serious con- 
sideration. 


It 


Vaude managers argument, as put 
to the government, is that Parenna, 
the government-owned and exclu- 
sive vaude agency, has failed to 
work. After a year’s incumbency, it 
is claimed, Parenna has found out 
only that it can continue with a 
government subsidy of about $100,- 
000 yearly. It’s not figured likely 
that the Finance Minister will grant 
such a subsidy. 


Vaude men argue that it’s all 
pretty much wasted, since they are 
willing to go back into business and 
can exist and make money for and 
by themselves, whereas government 
control has shown itself to be im- 
practical. 


Deluxe Theatre Costs 


Plus Politics in Mex 


Mexico City, Nov. 6. 

The National Theatre, one of the 
local show places and an enormous 
playhouse, will be finished before 
long. Theatre was started in 1905. 
Millions have been spent on it. 
Among its wonders are an all-glass 
curtain by Tiffany which set the 
government back about $100,000 
and boxes that cost $2,000 each. 

Sdifice sank six feet during the 
time it has been under construc- 
tion. Surrounding streets had to 
be lowered to maintain, Now 
President Pascual Ortiz Rubio has 
appointed the Board of Adminis- 
tration and Continuance of the 
Works of the National Theatre. 
Board’s job will be to find ways and 
means of completing the Theatre 
pronto. 


Hylton Back at Pal 


London, Nov. 9. 

Jack Hylton is back heading the 
Palladium bill again this week. 
First show today opened nicely with 
exceptionally good business. 

Newcomers include Sybil Vane 
and Lee Donn, who went over nice- 
ly; Birdie Dean, contortionist, do- 
ing well, and Rodella, Ruis and 
Artix. Latter are a Continental 
cycling act. 





Regis Gignoux Dies 
Paris, Nov. 9. 
Regis Gignoux, 52, died after a 
long illness. 
Gignoux was a quite successful 
playwright and critic. 


Nite Club Opening 
London, Nov. 9. 
Monseigneur, London's classiest 
night club, drew a capacity audience 
with many notables for its opening 
Wednesday (4). 
Russell Johns, singer, is headlin- 


ing. 





NATIONS’ FESTIVAL 


Geneva Donates $20,000 for League’s 
Publicity Affair 


Geneva, Nov. 9. 
Municipal Council of Geneva has 
voted an appropriation of $29,000 
for the League of Nations. Money 
will be used as a subsidy for the In- 
ternational Festival in February. 


Festival will have foremost actors 
and artists from all over participat- 
ing. It is for the purpose of em- 
phasizing the international disarma- 
ment conference, scheduled here for 
the same time. 


Lawrence Show Comes 
From Bottom to an 


Established Success 


London, Nov. 9. 


Shows did very bad business over 
the week-end despite bad weather 
and some provincial influx on the 
strength of the annual Lord May- 
bor’s Show. 

Film grosses continued low with 
a high percentage of the films now 
in not likely to stay. Biggest is the 
Gaumont-British film ‘Carnival’ at 
the Tivoli, which is clearing $20,000 
but has an advertising overhead at 
least $5,000 higher than usual. 

Legit business is slightly better 
but several. plays are due to fade 
soon. ‘Queen’s Husband’ (Amer- 
ican) will likely disappear next 
week unless grosses rise sharply. 

Surprise is the amazing recovery 
of the Gertrude Lawrence show, 
‘Take Two From One’. It opened at 
the Haymarket to a terrible pan- 
ning and piayed to empty houses 
for a fortnight. Now it’s an es- 
tablished success. 


Meyerhold’s ‘Germany’ 


Moscow, Oct. 30. 


Vsevelod Meyerhold’s new offer- 
ing this year, now in rehearsal, wil! 
be titled ‘Germany,’ and will be 
based upon the economic troubles 
in that country. The piece was 
written by Vsevelod Vishnevsky. It 
is scheduled for its premiere early 
in January, in Leningrad, where the 
Meyerhold theatre has its tempo- 
rary habitat, while a new Moscow 
theatre is being erected for it. 


Mexico City Clean-Up 


Mexico City, Nov. 6. 

Mexico City must be kept free of 
‘dirt shows.’ Civic fathers said so 
in ordering closing of the ‘Green 
Mill,’ local purveyor of raw exhibi- 
tions. Theatre got into a jam 
awhile ago, but management sought 
to get around orders to behave by 
changing house’s name. 

Manager is trying to keep the 
doors open by obtaining an injunc- 
tion. 

Only way for house to carry on 
is to clean up its programs, say 
civic fathers. 


Molly Picon’s Hit 


Paris, Nov. 9. 
Molly Picon is averaging $2,000 
weekly as her share of the net since 
over here. 
She is routed to appear in nearly 
all of the Central European coun- 
tries, 


Lonsdale Metro-Bound 
London, Nov. 9. 

Frederick Lonsdale left here 
Thursday (5) for Hollywood and the 
Metro lot. 

Lonsdale is bringing with him a 
script for Norma Shearer. Has an 
Italian locale. 


Reinhardt’s Rights 
London, Nov. 9. 
Max Reinhardt has bought the 
Central European rights to ‘Coun- 
sel’s Opinion.’ 
Play is current at the Strand. 





14-Year Old Dancer 
The Hague, Nov. 9. 
Rita Varni, child dancer, is here 
and very successful. 
tita’s only 14 years old. 


The Weather 
Paris, Nov. 9. 
Usual Paris winter is in, wet and 
chilly. 
Business picked up over the week 
end, with people anxious to get in- 
doors. 


— 


English Circuit Holding Back 
Monies Due Agents on Slim Claim 





Virginia Fabegras, Mexico’s ‘Bern- 
hardt,’ staged ‘popular’ perform- 
ances—shows given twice weekly at 
bargain rates. Action brought vig- 
orous protest to Actors’ Union from 
company playing Teatro Ideal. 

Union prevailed upon both com- 
panies to attend a meeting in Tea- 
tro Fabegras. Sessions instead of 
bringing concord promoted further 
discord. Ideal contingent asserted 
Fabegras unit was killing business 
with bargain shows. Senora Fabe- 
gras left the meeting in a huff. 

She refused union’s offer to at- 
tend another meeting on neutral 
ground. Fabegras players talk of 
quitting union and inducing com- 
panies of other legits which are 
staging cut rate shows to get eating 
money during these times of de- 
presh, to follow suit. Union threat- 
ens boycott against Fabegras and 
other houses that follow it, in the 
form of keeping from them works of 
Mexican dramatists. 


DANCER UPHELD 
FOR REJECTING 
-FOR-1 SALE 


Danzig, Oct. 30. 

The Swedish dancer Bella 

had been sued by a local variety 

theatre for 
contract. 


She had been engaged with a per- 
centage from the profit, with the 
theatre owner advertising that each 
buyer of a ticket would get a sec- 
ond free ticket. 


Bella Siris said that was against 
all understanding. 


The arbitrary court of variey the- 
atres decided the manager is not 
allowed to give away free tickets 
that way. Thcf stated that the 
fame of a star suffered. And, fur- 
thermore, there was danger that 
prominent artists would thus be cut 
down in their wages when signed 
by other theatres, 


Siris, 


not having fulfilled a 





‘Life Time’ Co. Here 
Wanted for London 


Negotiations are on between Sam 
Harris and Charles B. Cochran for 
the entire American cast of ‘Once in 
a Lifetime’ to go to London in the 
piece, Cochran has the British 
rights and would like the piece soon. 

Understood that with ‘Lifetime’ 
doing badly in Chicago, Harris is 
more or less willing to cancel the 
troupe for the road here and ship it 
abroad. If deal goes through, all 
those in the Chicago company will 
go. 


Royalties Daily 


Berlin, Nov. 1. 

The agreement regarding pay- 
ments between the German stage 
association and the association of 
stage editors which had been called 
off, has again come into force with 
changes, 

It has been arranged that for 
long run plays producers may re- 
ceive a certain discount. 

Authors and editing companies 
have the further right to cash their 
royalties daily, as is the custom in 
France. 








Pirandello’s New Play 
Paris;-Nov. Le 
play, ‘Mafy, Beast 
will follow the clirrent 


A Pirandello 
and Virtue,’ 


revival at the Theatre Sajnt 
Georges, 
Martha Abba, Pirandello gtar, 





will head the bill. 


BOYCOTT ON CUT RATES, | 
MEX UNION’S THREAT 


i head, 


London, Oct. 30. 
General Theatres, a targe circuit 
over here with George Black its 
is arbitrarily withholding 


|} commission due foreign agenis, un- 


? = +1 bhi tee slitht ¢hate *¢hyryg lis eta 
aer tie thin Aiidi tnhat tne aiien acts 


Mexico City, Nov. 6. . . 

: . booked by those agents were not 

War has been declared between worth the salary General Theatres 
rival dramatic companies playing |contracted for. The bookings are 
the larger local legits and the Ac- 
tors’ Union has been drawn in. | 
Trouble started when company 


playing Teatro Fabregas, headed by | 





made in the customary manner and 
salary as contracted for by the cir- 
cuit agreed upon. 

The entire thing is arbitrary 
the Black circuit. It makes its own 
estimate of the act’s value, presum- 
ably after the act has appeared for 
it under the contract over here, and 
is penalizing the agent without per- 
mitting the agent a voice. 


by 


Usually the commission on for- 
eign acts is 10%. This is divided 


two ways, to the native agent and 
to the foreign agent, each receiving 
5% of the act’s salary. The native 
agent is helpless, afraid to protest 
to the circuit through loss of future 
business. What the forelgn agents 
will do is a question. They may de- 
cline to place their acts with a cir- 
cuit of such picayune methods. It 
is unlikely the foreign agents will 
sue to recover; they prefer to pro- 
tect the English agent. 

Disposition of the 10% commission 
held out by the circuit is not told 
the agents. They do not know 
whether General Theatre? is holding 
it back for the agents’ account, to 
pay over at a future date, or wheth- 
er General is placing it in its profit 
and loss account to help make a 
better financial statement, or wheth- 
er some of the General Theatres 
people are splitting the retained 
monies among themselves. 

Chisel Frequent 


This outright chisel is known to 
have occurred several times recent- 
ly, especially with American agents 
having representatives in London. 

With the English pound as it is 
and Americans rightfully refusing to 
come over here excepting on the 
dollar salary basis, along with a 
leading circuit like General stooping 
to sniping 10% of an act’s salary due 
someone thousands of miles away, it 
all will likely piace the English va- 
riety business wholly dependent 
upon its own inefficient vaudeville 
turns, 

General Theatre’s leading London 
house is the Palladium. It also op- 
erates the Holborn Empire. 


Pretty Bad Farce 


London, Nov. 9. 
‘Make Up Your Mind’ at the Cri- 
terion is a farce adapted from the 
French, It’s pretty bad. 
Wouldn't keep the audience sit- 
ting half way through if it weren't 
so well acted. 





Evans Made Co-Director 
Of Moss’ with Gillespie 


London, Nov. 9. 

William Evans has been appoint- 
ed joint managing director of Moss 
Empires with R. H. Gillespie. Idea 
is for Gillespie to retain his hold on 
the legit end of things, with Evans 
in charge of conversion of the Moss 
houses from vaude to film wherever 
possible. 

Move is the latest in the expan- 
sion of Moss Empires. Scheme is for 
the circuit to be expanded to about 
250 theatres and enter into competi- 
tion with Gaumont British, 





Discovered Too Late? 


London, Nov. 9. 

‘Lady in Waiting,’ new play at 
Saint Martin's, is a charming, but 
anaemic Ruritarian comedy, tried 
out at the Embassy. Nicely received 
but lacks staying powers. 

Dailies acclaimed Leonora Cor- 
bett in the piece as a new find. As 
a matter of fact she’s been at the 
Festival and Embassy theatres for 
several seasons. 


Fritz Wreede in N. Y. 


Berlin, Oct. 30. 

Fritz Wreede, head of the largest 
German play company, Felix Bloch 
Erben, will arrive in New York, 
Nov. 16, on the ‘Bremen,’ accome- 
panied by his wife. 

He will spend 18 days in New 
York. 24 shows have already been 
selected for him to see on Broad- 
way. 
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Here Goes the Bride 


(Continued from page 54) 
is a question, or whether he fol- 
lowed the advice of those more fa- 
miliar to producing. Understood 
the artist-manager has jotted the 
‘Bride’ down as experience. 

Clark and McCullough made fun 
out of the prop cow, entrancing a 
Reno hotel and asking for a room 
with grass on the floor. Then the 
milking apparatus dropped off, a 
cue for the line: ‘Maybe we got a 
bum steer.’ Clark was hilarious in 
several scenes, including a divorce 
trial. Contributed by them, too, is 
a dual bedroom sketch, rewritten, 
but with the girl somnambulist. It 
is along the lines of the bit in ‘The 
Ramblers’ and one of the ‘Music 
Box Revues’ and seems to go with 
their contract, but still funny. 

Eric Blore promised to provide 
gome fun, but got little chance. 
Paul Frawley did not seem able to 
get going, and Grace Brinkley, the 
other half of the love interest, has 
done better, too. Colletta Ryan, 
tallest blonde in the show. gave 
something. 

‘My Sweetheart, ’Tis of Thee’ is 
the show's best tune, sung by Miss 
Brinkley and Frawley. Something 
lively is ‘Shake Well Before Using,’ 
@ cocktail number led by Dorothy 
Dare, a new and petite redhead. 
‘Hello My Lover, Goodbye’ at the 
first act finale might be something, 
but not a line of the lyric could be 
heard. Al and Ray Samuels, the 
Samuel Bros. in vaude, scored as 
hoofers, while Pauline Gaskins 
high-kicked nicely during a scene 
change. 

Roger Pryor was brought in dur- 
ing the try-outs for additional dia- 
logue; his matter was not detected. 
Arno is reputed to have backing for 
other shows and it is likely he will 
go along to something else and 
probably do much better. Ibee. 


THE LAUGH PARADE 


Ed Wynn producers, presents and stars in 
@ musical comedy in two acts and about 19 
scenes. Opened Nov, 2 at the Imperial, 
New York. $4.40 top. Book by Mr. _W ynn 
and Ed Preble. Music by Harry Warren. 
Lyrics by Mort Dixon and Joe Young. 
Dances staged by Albertina Rasch. 

Supporting cast headed by Jeanne Aubert 





Barron, Frieda Mierse, Amelia Di Gatano, 
Eunice Healy, Bartlett Simmons, Eddie 
Cheney, Harry and Frank Seaman, Wilbur 
Halil, The Di Gatanos, Rasch Solo Dancers 
(Florence Nelson, Mabel Barry, Mary Wil 
kinson), six show girls and 24 ponies. 





Ea Wynn dropped $135,000 (of his 
own money) into this musical, but 
where it went isn’t clear. He started 
with Ed Wynn as the hub and 
foundation, and now, $135,000 later, 
he still has Ed Wynn and nothing 
much else. 

The show is less of a show than a 
two and a half hour monolog; it’s 
as first person singular as a show 
described as a musical and retailing 
at $4.40 could possibly be. 

Wynn rates as high as they come 
among American comedians. He's 
even capable of staying on almost 
continually all evening minus sup- 
port without actually boring. This 
capacity is based upon many years 
of experience, with that long expe- 
rience the background and founda- 
tion for a reputation that has few 
parallels in the comedy field. Which 
gives Wynn a public of his own and 
assures him of more than average 
attention at the start. If only this 
Wynn public shows up intact ‘Laugh 
Parade’ wouldn't do so badly. 

But the one-man draw being on 
Broadway this season thus far has 
proved itself to be of the past. For 
proof there is George M. Cohan. 

Considering these items, it ap- 
pears doubtful that the new Wynn 
show will see money. The negative 
odds are even higher on Wynn get- 
ting his whole investment back. He 
might be fortunate if the project 
doesn’t milk him further. 

Never bad entertainment, this, be- 
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cause Wynn is a competent in the 
second hour ag in the first, For 
anybody else such constancy would 
be suicide. There are 19 scenes in 
this two-act revue. Wynn appears 
in 16. He’s absent only from two 
ballet numbers and one love duet. 
In all other sequences he managed 
to find a spot for himself, whether 
it’s the central position or merely 
as a sort of stooge background for 
specialties. True, his ‘nervous’ biz 
in the rear or off to the side during 
Jack Powell and Wilbur Hall’s mu- 
sical specialties is an enhancement 
for familiar stuff. But it still leaves 
one-man in fact. The one-man as- 
pect of ‘Laugh Parade’ is not the 
customary one of just one man acci- 
dentally happening to stand out. In 
this instance it’s deliberate. 


Never bad entertainment, because 
while Wynn is generally effective in 
the solo manner, the trimmings are 
pretty if never strong. The scenery 
is handsome and extremely modern; 
girls good looking and okay dancers. 
One song at least in the score, 
*You’re My Everything,’ will win 
much popularity. And no cleaner 
musical has ever graced Broadway. 
It’s lasting impression is one of 
cleanliness, despite the square egg 
yarn. Still the same oldie under the 
revision disguise and lengthy build- 
up. 

Wynn opens and closes his show 
in ‘ene,’ alone both times. When 
first parting the curtain reveals the 
cast in a cage, a funny idea. When 
the curtain closes in for the last 
time, it blots out the same cast in 
the same cage, an idea that’s equally 
funny as a climax. 

In between while Wynn is all over 
the place, the supporting cast, never 
quite on its own, has a few good 
opportunities and frequently makes 
good. Jeanne Aubert, the singing 
blonde IrcMth girl, has about four 
chances alone or with the juve lead, 
Lawrence Gray. Miss Aubert wears 
the same model frock in four dif- 
ferent shades. She looks good in all 
colors. Gray is far from home in 
his first legit, singing just well 
enough to ease by, but acting stiffly 
with the manner of a novice. Gray’s 
one memorable line is that in pic- 
tures one must act before the cold 
camera, without audiences. That, 
answers Wynn, should set him for 
legit. 

The D! Gatanos do a roughhouse 
apache in an early speakeasy scene, 
ending with the girl taking a toss 
through the paper ‘mirror.’ Jack 
Powell’s blackface comedy drum 
specialty was best liked, others in 
the individual line and scoring be- 
ing Frank and Harry Seamans’ 
comedy acrobatic routine whh 
Wynn's help and two of the Al- 
bertina Rasch Trio’s girl number 
leads. 3artless Simmons does the 
tenoring and Eunice Healy the s. 
and d. soubreting. Frieda Mierse and 
a contrasting brunet are the princi- 
pal show girl types with the femme 
foiling for Wynn their chief assign- 
ment. The 24-girl dancing line is 
Rasch trained and staged, while 
decorating the ensembles is a show 
girl section of eight good numbers. 

Wynn's performance ranges from 
straight monologs to a gag protean 
performance, which starts big and 
finishes small. Wynn's failure to 
sustain a pace is confined to this 
one, for he picks up in the next 
scene and keeps going. He's never 
off form for long. ‘ 

Some empties in the rear on the 
third night after opening. Unusnal- 
ly elderly audience on the whole to 
see this clean musical. It’s clean 
enough for the kids also, as Wynn 
shows invariably are. But the in- 
betweeners are more important and 
these may not be attracted. 

Wynn has probably learned a lot 
from this first experience, though 
at $135,000 it was an expensive les- 
son. Bige. 


COUNSELLOR-AT-LAW 


Comedy drama in three acts, presented 
at the Plymouth Nov. 6 by Elmer Rice; 
written and staged by same; Paul Muni 
featured. 

Bessie Green.,...3. ++e+..Constance McKay 
Henry Susskind...........-. Lester Salkow 
Sarah Becker. .«ccccsssees Malka Kornstein 
Stout Man.....ce» eo eccccoceses Jack Colkins 






iit Gladys Feldman 
Angela Jacobs 
.-J. Hammond Dailey 


Tedesco.......+.+++.-Sam Bonnell 


Zedorah Chapman.. 
Goldie Rindskepf... 
Charles McFadden,, 
John P. 



















THEATRE, New York City. All 
rooms with private baths. 


SINGLE from $2.50 
DOUBLE from $3.50 


Special Weekly and Monthly Rates 











A Bootblack..,... P ....-William Vaughn 
Regina Gordon. .icscccscscees Anna Kostant 
Herbert Howard Weinberg....Marvin Kline 
Arthur Sandler......... Conway Waehburne 
Lillian Larue... seeeeeee-Dorothy Dodge 
+An Errand Boy. ++++.-Buddy Proctor 
OY TIGEWiMs 06 6.060b6060eseee see Jack Leslie 
SOONG  CiNOMs o 6.060 bss 0004s ineces Paul Muni 
Cora Simon.. ..Louise Prussing 
A Woman... -.Jane Hamilton 








Jennie Moscowitz 
..-T. H. Manning 
»--JOhn M. Qualen 
0006ees Ned Glass 
.»Martin Wolfson 


| Lena Simon...... 
) Peter J. Malone.. 


David Simon....... 
Harry Becke 

Richard Dwi , --David Vivian 
PURGE BPWMEUGS ccivdsceccéssevaeel June Cox 
Charles Francis Baird........ Eimer Brown 





Elmer Rice who rather success- 
fully launched ‘Left Bank’ comes 
b 


| 
| 
| back again as producer, author and 


stager of ‘Counsellor-at-Law.’ Word 
was around that it was another 
‘Street Scene’ by the same play- 
wright. It did not so impress, al- 
though the new play should do well. 


‘Counsellor’ suffered on the pre- 
miere from overtime. It ran nearly 
three hours, intermissions included. 
Because it opened cold at the Plym- 
outh the author-manager did not 
have the opportunity to cut, as 
could have been done at an out-of- 
town try-out. Looked like false 
economy not to test the play in trial 
performances. A couple of invita- 
tion showings before the opening 
did not afford enough time to ef- 
fect the tightening process and, as 
it was, some of the players fumbled. 

‘Counsellor’ has not as wide scope 
as some other Rice plays. It rather 
narrows down to the central figure, 
a successful attorney with a bound- 
less capacity for work, a man with- 
out the inclination to drink nor play. 
He is hard at times and the next 
minute over-generous even to those 
he dislikes. Perhaps it is a curious 
character, but Rice should know the 
inside of an active law office, for he 
started his career as a lawyer and 
associated with him now is the at- 
torney Joseph P. Bickerston, Jr. 


George Simon, the brains and 
energy of the law firm of Simon & 
Tedesco, has himself a hand-made 
family. He obtains a divorce for a 
woman far above his social rating 
and marries her, acquiring a step- 
son and step-daughter at the same 
time. George adores Cora. His 
sweet mother thinks the sun rises 
and sets on her boy, but without 
comment discounts the wife—and 
not because of the difference in 
religion. 


Big cases and large fees come to 
Simon. He is successful in all 
phases of practice, from defending a 
woman for the homicide of her hus- 
band to representing big corpora- 
tions. But Simon is not forgetful 
of people among whom he lived on 
the East Side. He bails out a young 
communist arrested after being 
beaten by the cops. But the man 
bawlis the lawyer plenty—perhaps 
that indicates somewhat the views 
of the author who away from the 
stage is known to have plenty of 
ideas. 

Best laugh of the play comes 
without a spoken word. The brood- 
ing communist, impatient at having 
to wait in the lawyer's ante-room, 
becomes annoyed at the prattle of 
Simon's step-children. The man 
jumps to his feet and glares at the 
kids, that action bringing the guf- 
faws. 

Simon meets the crisis in his 
career. In defending a lad eight 
years before he had framed an alibi. 
Justification was that the boy had 
merely committed a petty theft, but, 
it being his fourth offense, he might 
have gone to jail for life. A long 
term prisoner tells about it to the 
head of the grievance committee of 
the Bar Association who had been 
gunning for Simon, who now faces 
disbarment. 

The squealer is described as an 
epileptic and, somehow, the seri- 
ousness of the situation is not quite 
believeable—too much stress is put 
upon it, even though the felon was 
in a hospital on the day he had tes- 
tified he was at home. How Simon 
and his handy man get double-life 
evidence against Baird of the Bar 
Association, however, is another 
amusing scene. 

The shock of the attorney’s life 
follows. He learns a man whom he 
had aided is on the same boat upon 
which his wife sailed for Europe. 
He makes a phoney gesture of leap- 
ing out of the window of his office. 
Deterred by his adoring secretary, a 
minute later he snaps back to his 
vocation—a phone call—there has 
been a murder in high society and 
he becomes absorbed in the defence 
of a new client. 

Paul Muni drafted from the East 
East Side gives a splendid perform- 
ance of George Simon, who rose 
from the slums to legal greatness. 
Muni did sputter his lines frequent- 
ly, never seeming to be quite sure. 
That is a handicap from the Yid- 
dish stage where the stars rarely 
learn lines and have a prompter al- 


ways present. 
Jennie Moscowitz as Simon's 
mother, Constance McKay as the 


telephone operator, Anna Kostant as 
the secretary, J. Hammond Dailey 
as a reformed crook and now process 
server, Louise Prussing as the snob- 
bish wife stand out too in a cast 
of two dozen good players. 
‘Counsellor-at-Law’ figures to 
click despite the error of omission, 
that the script was not pruned be- 
fore the premiere. Ibee. 





Colored Show Off 

Nobody showed up with a bank 
roll for ‘Fast and Furious’ on the 
road, It’s the all-colored show 
which died as'a Broadway show. 

Following its Lafayette, Harlem, 
engagement went into the 
house for keeps. 


Store- 
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CAUGHT WET 


Comedy drama in three acts presented by 
John Golden at his theatre Nov. 4; writ- 
ten by Rachel Crothers and staged by her. 
Clifford Vanderstyle.........Michael Milan 
Julia Vanderstyle.......Dortha Duckworth 
Peter Smeed.......se++e+..-Pertram Thorn 
Tommy Jones.......++-..-Geoffrey Byrant 
Michael Meer........e.......Robert Lowes 
Dolores Winthrop........Gertrude Michael 
Elizabeth Betts.....eecees.++-Sylvia Field 


Stanley ....ccccccccseccesess.d0seph King 
BrEWSteP ..cccccccccccccccess>-Allan Hale 
Peterson ..ccccccccccccecses Feovdert Bruce 
A WACGMM—GR «bik cc dccceecuets James Davey 


‘Caught Wet’ is one of the most 
polite mystery comedies. It is 
diverting in spots, but rather mild 
for Rachel Crothers. That it wil 
draw more than for a limited time 
is doubtful. 


Miss Crothers was in her usual 
sparkling form last season with ‘As 
Liusbands Go,’ being much more 
amusing with her middle-aged 
characters, 

Her newest play has youth, which 
should be an asset, but the result 
is not as successful. 

The situation has a group of 
young people week-ending in the 
stately home of the aristocratic 
Vanderstyles on the Hudson—the 
parents of Clifford and his sister, 
Julia, just back from a convent, 
have presumably joined the great 
majority. Clifford is a most un- 
usual young man in that he is as 
staid as his forebears would have 
liked. The cellar is well stocked 
with pre-war booze, but he thinks 
it vulgar to serve it. He is seek- 
ing a wife who would fit in the 
Vanderstyle scheme of life and has 
chosen Dolores Winthrop, who can 
be reserved when she cares to be. 

With the rain falling steadily, it 
looks like a dreary party for Do- 
lores’ friends, who are lively and 
normal present-day young people. 
One of them, Elizabeth Betts, con- 
ceives a prank, seizing the Vander- 
style pearls and hiding them. The 
necklace is removed from Dolores’ 
neck by Michael Meer, a young mu- 
sician, who is also something of an 
amateur magician, 

What starts as a practical joke 
takes a serious turn, the pearls be- 
ing removed from under a chair 
cushion when the lights go out. The 
house man turns out to be a detec- 
tive, a stern fellow. Michael is 
especially under observation be- 
cause he is broke and that goes for 
Elizabeth. 

All hands are under suspicion, 
which is the way of mystery plays. 
The authoress skillfully hides the 
solution to an unexpected finale and 
a sweet one. That brings forth a 
little blonde actress, Dortha Duck- 
worth, who plays Julia. The kid 
wants to escape from her rule- 
bound home. Miss Duckworth 
makes her the naive lass intended. 
A kid heiress nobody pays atten- 
tion to her, but, as she puts it, 
her remarks will be important 
when she comes into her millions 
a year hence. 

Sylvia Field, who leads’ the 
planners to fend off boredom, is 
the life of the party for a time, but 
the character shades off in the third 
act. Miss Field has had better 
chances. Gertrude Michael is the 
stately type appropriate for Do- 
lores. Michael Milan handles the 
Straight-laced Clifford well and 
Bertram Thorn adds something, 
too. 

But ‘Caught Wet’ is a bit light- 
weight, Ibee. 


HOT MONEY 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Cohan Nov. 7 by James W. Elliott; writ- 
ten by Aben Kandel; staged by Bertram 
Harrison, 

A Waiter... »-Al Rauh 


CORO ee tees 


SOY cocccccccccsoccsoccccocco oger Girod 
Gitl secs eocece soecceses-.-Sandy Goodwin 
Mike Donahey..........Hobart Cavanaugh 
Mr. Ginsberg........+....Robert C. Fischer 
Gar Evans. ...... 646466060086 Leo Donnelly 


Stanislaus ....eecceeseeesee-Morton Ullman 
OSGBE BFOWReccsccvcececovessis Jack Winne 
Clifford Grey....seeeee.+.Willard Dashiell 
Helen Wilson....seeeeeee++-Peggy Conklin 
First Girl.....cecseseeess-dane M, Jonson 
BOCORES GUT. os ccccccsecoccccescs may Weed 
ee rer oe Joe Neale 
Gus Vanderbilt.........ee...Martin Tarby 
Colombo ...... --Arthur Albro 


eee eee ener eee 





First Workman..... esveees- George Rogers 
Second Workman..............R. Le Page 
NE ON i 00660800608 Alexis M. Polianov 
Robert Moore. ..ccccecse ..-Robert W. Craig 
Geoggry Weston......... Clark Twelvetrees 
Francine Drake........«..-Dorothy Vernon 
A Salesman,.....eeeeseee--Le0 Daschbach 
BEANO. ccccses eoccccccccccccoed Allys Dwyer 
Chippie eccccccccccccce laine Staggers 
Sen, MEMIEEE 0 6.9.000600009,06 Suzanne Jackson 
ee eee Harold Kennedy 
Salvatora Pachinelli..... William E,. Blake 
UO ere ‘ima Ross 
Pasquale Pachinelli..........0. Roy Lemay 
Mr. Christanopolos........ Henry DeKoven 
WEEE Sad evéocesee eoeee.- Albert R. Berg 
ii eR err Edwin Redding 
SOURUNE TAR. 666 és cosniccest Leo Kennedy 

James W. Elliott thinks ‘Hot 
Money’ is the best play on stock 
; promoters yet written and he 


| should know, but as an entertain- 
ment it is not quite good enough 
for real money. 

| Even in the days when he was a 
|high pressure stock salesman, EI- 
| liott dabbled in show business, and 
there is a stock angle to his pres- 
ent production activity. As head 
of the ‘Business Builders’ he oc- 
|cupied four floors in the Knicko- 
| bocker building, with hundreds of 
| stock salesmen who worked under 
| the spell of Elliott's pep talks. The 
collapse of the Piggly Wiggly cor- 
ner helped to end Elliott’s career in 


ier chosen field. 


play. 


Gar Evans is the promoter in the 
He opens sumptuous offices 
on Fifth avenue on the word of Mr. 
Ginsberg who says he has dug up 





2 


a German who invented 
for making rubber out of waste 
The activities are bankrolled with 
‘front money’ from Ginsberg, a dia- 
lect fellow constantly afraid of the 
expense. Stock salesmen have got 
rid of $100,000 worth of certificateg 
to ignorant foreigners and all man. 
ner of native chumps, the telephone 
method being used also. 


During this promotional frenzy 
the inventor is missing and the 
plant bought in Jersey remains 
idle, with no synthetic rubber ever 
made. The process is proven to be 
a phoney, the better business bu- 
reau complains to the district at. 
torney and not only is Evans fe. 
strained from selling more stock 
but he faces prison as well, 

But the publicity 
solution, Allied 
buy out the Evans lay-out for a 
million because it is a nuisance 
While it makes for a honeyed finale, 
the ending is rather too much of a 
fairy story. Evans decides to quit 
the racket and marry his sweet- 
heart, but at the curtain he is 
listening to a new proposition, this 
time from a big guy with a gold 
mine and forest up in Alaska. 

First act fairly good, second act 
a let-down with the last act perk. 


& procesg 


works 


out a 
rubber interestg 


ing up. But for a comedy ‘Hot 
Money’ hasn’t enough laughs. Set- 
tings okay with an empty loft 


scene particularly effective. 

Leo Donnelly is the fast worke 
ing, quick thinking Gar Evans, a 
promoter prone to go on benders, 
but when on the job a whizz. Don- 
nelly handled his assignment like a 
thoroughbred and it is his best bid 
recently on Broadway. The Gins- 
berg character was played by Robe 
ert C, Fischer, authentic enough, 
but it becomes a pesty sort of per- 
son, a type in evidence too much, 
Dorothy Vernon does well enough 
as Evan's sweetie. Peggy Conklin 
ditto as the secretary. There are 
many other players, some of them 
types, but only a few amusing. 

‘Hot Money’ starts Elliott's seas 
son rather doubtfully as to success, 
Another of his shows, ‘A Widow in 
Green,’ opens next week at the 
Cort, Ibee. 





JEMAND 


(Continued from page 64) 
posing ag the legal adviser of the 
count, and as the countess is in love 
with a nice boy and wants to marry 
him, he kills off the ‘count’ in a 
phoney cable from far off Brazil. 

The plot is shallow and the dia« 


log weak. Furthermore, Molnar abe 
ruptly cuts off his play by this deus 
ex machina device and _ forcibly 
brings about a forced happy end. 


The sharp Molnar wit, the points 
of complications are lacking. Epi- 
sodes must help to fill out the 
length of an evening. Even such 
excellent actors as Albert Basser- 
mann, Lili Darvas, Adolf Wohle 
brueck, Ludwig Stoessel and the 
others do not save the situation 
Albert Bassermann, in spite of his 
years, elastic and young, makes @ 
frolic of the father role. Lili Dar- 
vas is attractive with her grace of 
movements and her class appear- 
ance. Excellent Ludwig Stoessel 
and Hans Henninger as small hotel 
owner and waiter. In the other 
parts well handled are Else Heller, 
Fritz Odemar, Sidonie Lorm, Her- 
man Hagemeier, Klaus Pohl, Erich 
Walter and Friedrich Honna. 

Magnus. 





Stone Show Rehearsing 


Casting is going on, with re- 
hearsals due to start this week, on 
the new Fred Stone show for the 
Shuberts. 

Piece will be called ‘Smiling 
Faces’ and feature Paula Stone. 


ee: 





| BELIEVE 


that everyone, particularly in 
the theatrical profession should 





carry a RETIREMENT AN- 
NUITY on a Monthly Income 
plan. 


Let me show you why it is to 
your advantage to do business 
with a firm with over twenty 
years’ experience. 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


N. Y. C. 





551 Fifth Ave. 


Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838—7839 
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Helping a Pal 

One of those plots that make jour- 
nalistic history and will be talked 
about and reminisced by newspaper- 
men for years was the skullduggery 
by which the Los Angeles ‘Times’ 
framed matters so that the L. A. 
‘Examiner’ (Hearst), also printed the 
indicted double murderess,’ Mrs. 
Winnie Ruth Judd’s, autobiography. 
‘Examiner’ printed the Judd story 
after the ‘Times’ had first serial 
rights, so to speak, exclusively for 
three days, from Oct. 25-7. On Oct. 28 
the ‘Examiner’ picked up the Judd 
autobiography and ran it for week 
until Nov. 4. 

The “Times’ only paid $2,500 for 
its story. The ‘Examiner,’ at the 
point where it followed the ‘Times,’ 
paid twice as much for the same 
story, plus other fees which brought 
the investment to the Hearst paper 
up to around $10,000. 

The magnanimity of the ‘Times’ 
figured in that, at Hearst’s special 
orders, the ‘Examiner’ was to get 
fhe Judd story, or else. The ‘or 
élse’ went so far as to threaten a 
thorough housecleaning of the paper 
if the ‘Examiner’ flopped. That 
would have meant a terrific blow to 
A. M. Rochlen, perhaps the best 
legman in L. A., who was on the 
‘Times’ some five years ago until 
Hearst offered him a contract at 
$125 or $150. Rochlen, incidentally, 
is the reporter who practically 
staged Aimee McPherson’s wedding 
to What-a-Barytone Hutton, going 
along on the McPherson plane to 
Yuma, Ariz., for the nuptials. 

Rochlen, when on the ‘Times’ 
years back was, with Al Nathan, 
still on the ‘Times,’ the same type 
of adventuresome combo as Jake 
Lingle was with George Bryant and 
Ben Kendall on the Chi ‘Trib.’ 
(Kendall, incidentally, is now also 
on the L. A. ‘Times’ but not as ac- 
tive as in those hectic underworld 
days.) Hence Nathan, who handled 
the Judd scoop for the ‘Times, 
along wiht Carlton (Bill) Williams 
(husband of Lita Chevret, Radio 
contract player), Jackson Berger, 
Kenneth O’Hara (ex-studio p. a. and 
scenarist, formerly from New York), 
and Terrell Delapp, were concerned 
in helping Rochlen, a ‘Times’ alum- 
nus, and a pretty good pal on the 
outside. Also there figured the gag 
about putting something over on 
Hearst. 

Hence the plot whereby Dr. Wil- 
liam C. Judd, husband of the ac- 
cused murderess, and voted by the 
newspapermen as a pretty good egg, 
was rehearsed to stage a mock tiff 
with the ‘Times’ quintet of reporters 
on the 10th floor of the county jail, 
with the doc berating the ‘Times’ 
boys, knowing that the ‘Examiner’ 
bunch were loitering around. That’s 
all Rochlen, by now desperate after 
a three days’ siege, wanted. He 
cued for an assistant to get a cam- 
eraman and ultimately Rochlen ac- 
tually got a better story for his 
paper than the ‘Times’ did, in that 
the latter wrote it from a third- 
person source, getting the dope from 
Dr. Judd who okayed his accused 
wife’s by-line. With the ‘Times’ 
eliminated from the story, the ‘Ex- 
aminer’ more leisurely got both the 
doc and Mrs. Judd to talk and also 
took pictures of Rochlen with both 
Judds in jail. 

Dr. Judd would have been satis- 
fied with about $250 after getting 
the major dough, $2,500, from the 
‘Times,’ but the ‘Examiner’ offered 
$5,000. Hearst a. m. rag also paid 
$1,500 to Burton McKinnell, brother 
of Mrs, Judd; about $1,000 to the 
family preacher in Darlington, Ind., 
who was interviewed for a story ou 
the Judd family tree by reporters 
from the Hearst Chi paper, ‘Herald 
and Examiner’; and another report- 
ed $1,500 was supposedly paid to 
Caroline Judd, sister of the Dr., tn 
whose home the accused murderess 
was traced. 

The five ‘Times’ reporters almost 
kept Dr. Judd a prisoner for the 
three days, knowing the ‘Examiner’ 
bunch was lurking downstairs in 
front of the ‘Times’ editorial offices. 

When Hotchkiss, city ed of the 
‘Times,’ was through with Dr. Judd, 
he agreed that the Judds could use 
the extra dough for legal expenses, 
hence the frame on the ‘Examiner.’ 

Assisting Rochlem was Walter 

(Fat) Naughton, also well regarded, 
and, like Rochlem, in danger of los- 
ing his job by Hearst mandate 
Should the ‘Examiner’ fail to land 
that Mrs. Judd autobiography. 
_ While the ‘Examiner’ was hunt- 
ing for Mrs. Judd’s story, the 
Was running a serial by McKinnell, 
! brother, simultaneous with the 
Signed story by Mrs. Judd in the 
‘Times” But the ‘Examiner’-Judd 
yarn followed the ‘Times.’ 


1er 


Radio Opposish 
The new ‘Radio Guide’ has com- 
petition already in a similar weekly, 
‘Radio Forecast,’ just out. W. C. 
Laros the publisher. 
Jf 
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Best Sellers 


(Reported for week ending 
Nov. 7 by American News Co.) 
Fiction 
Maid in Waiting, by John 

EGIBUIOECO oi ccc cicccen $2.50 
Gangsters’ Glory, by E. Phillips 
CoE. 6 6 ks vic eae med $2.00 
American Beauty, by Edna 
WON a ioes 006d vo daed $2.50 
Red Headed Woman, by Kath- 
OPIS Br GOe acs k 6S Ki wok $2.00 
10 Commandments, by War- 
WICK DOGRINE, occ dccadk $2.50 
Shadows on the Rock, by 
bof he. eee 2.50 





Non-Fiction 
Mourning Becomes Electra, by 


Eugene O’Neill..........$2.50 
Washington Merry-Go-Round, 
MMORFURGUS ci kcccccecic $3.00 


Ellen Terry-Bernard Shaw, by 
Christopher St. Johns. ..$5.00 


The Great Mouthpiece, by 
EOE POW 6 6ccdevcwens $3.00 
Mirrors of 1932, Anony- 
POEs os ince ctbwo ces 000292200 


Mexico, by Stuart Chase. .$3.00 











The Sensational ‘Ballyhoo’ 


The fourth edition of the comic 
monthly, ‘Ballyhoo,’ published about 
two weeks ago, ran more than 2,- 
000,000 copies and as yet there are 
no returns. The sensational click 
of the publication appears to have 
the editors wondering what it is all 
about, 

They are not certain of being able 
to maintain the pace, merely say- 
ing they intend cleaning up while 
the going is good. The December 
edition will probably have some 
paid advertising in it, but the page 
rate has not been determined, 

To date none of the travestied 
ads have been paid for, regardless 
of the fact that the real name of 
several articles was used. Regard- 
ing forthcoming paid advertising, 
‘Ballyhoo’ makes the _ stipulation 
that copy must be in gag form, in 
line with its general comic copy and 
reserves the right to reject proffered 
ad copy. 





3c Mag 

Priced at 3c a copy, the new ‘Met- 
ropolitan Home Journal’ marks an 
all-time low selling price for a class 
or any other mag. First issue re- 
ported to have gone well, the 3c. 
price selling as many copies as any- 
thing else. 

George R. Parker and Stanley 
Wachtel, who are getting out the 
mag, aim it for New York City 
femmes only. It will not be sold 
outside of the metropolitan area, 
and, what is more strange, and per- 
haps an innovation, is that no Sub- 
scriptions will be accepted. Not 
explained why nor answered upon 
questioning. 

Shirley Popper editing, and Ruth 
Cambridge, Walter Winchell’s sec, 
down for a Broadway column al- 
ready. Otherwise the usual wom- 
en’s feature and fiction stuff. 





Delacorte’s Start 

With the scrapping of ‘I Confess’ 
goes the mag that started off 
George T. Delacorte, Jr., as a pub- 
lisher who, as the Dell Publishing 
Company, is among the foremost 
chain pulp-paper mag publishers in 
the country now. 

‘I Confess’ was one of the nu- 
merous mags started in the wake 
of the success of Bernarr MacFad- 
den’s inspiration, ‘True Stories.’ 
The Dell mag prospered from the 
start and enabled Delacorte to ex- 
pand rapidly. ‘T Confess’ will be re- 
placed by another mag in the Dell 
chain, but not of a confessional 


type. 





Brands’ New Chair 

Edgar G. Brands, long managing 
editor of the Collyer sports pub- 
lications of Chicago, is now editor 
of ‘The Sporting News,’ St. Louis 
weekly, dealing with organized 
baseball. ' 

As editor of ‘The Sporting News 
Brands is in the position of direct- 
ing a paper against which he waged 
warfare several years ago, when 
his then boss, Bert E. Collyer, at- 
tempted to promote a rival weekls 
called ‘Baseball World’ 


inside stuff. 


devote ad te 


Real Names of Authors 

Clemence Dane author of 
‘Broom Stages,’ is 
ton; F. Anstey, ‘Humour and Fan- 
tasy,’ is Thomas Anstey Guthrie; 
Mary Borden, ‘Sarah Defiant,’ is 
Mrs. Edward Lewis Spears. Rian 
James was christened James Roth- 
child; Rita Weiman is Mrs. Mau- 
rice Marks. 


Winifred Ash- 


Confessional Serials 

Most important event in the 
workday of a confessional mag is 
acquiring a new serial. Nothing 
like it on any other type of mag 
and that says a great deal. 

With about two installments to 
go on its current serial, mag sends 
out the information it would like 
a successor. But won’t look at any- 
thing other than a synopsis. Scrib- 
blers send along the synopses. If 


accepted the first conference is 
called. 
Those conferences! First the 


|} editor must include those turns and 


|niceties peculiar to his mag. Then 
the subdivisions. In one confes- 
sional type of mag the gal must be 
deserted by her lover at the close 
of each installment. For another 
mag the desertion must be the other 
way around. Or a new installment 
must start off with a seduction, for 
one mag, or with a birth for an- 
other. 

Author has all the stock situa- 
tions in the synopsis, of course, and 
his headache is to fit them in the 
sequence indicated by the editor. 
If that’s successfully hurdled, there 
are always changes in subsequent 
installments as a favor to readers 
who indicate how they want the 
tale to wind up. 

Serials are the big things in the 
confessional mags, which is why 
so much goes into their prepara- 
tion. Even if each new one is a re- 
write of its predecessar. 


Hearst’s Puck 


For the first time since they were 
inaugurated, the comics wrapped 
around the Hearst Sunday papers 
have been given an identity. The 
16 pages of comics now known as 
‘Puck,’ a title defunct since the 
late Sydney Rosenfeld’s famous 
humor mag passed out many years 
ago. 

Titling of the comics was for bus- 
iness purposes, Hearst deciding to 
take on advertising in the 16 pages 
of funny people. Claimed to reach 
over five million families for 
‘Puck,’ Hearst asks $17,500 for the 
back page, as a typical price. Al- 
most makes even the ‘American 
Weekly’ look sick. 

George T. Delacorte, Jr. has some 
such idea as Hearst’s new ‘Puck,’ 
when he got out ‘The Funnies’ 
some time ago, a mag of comics 
only, ‘The Funnies’ didn’t last 
long enough to get anywhere near 
$17,500 for a back page, Not even 
for the whole mag. 





Wise Editing ‘Opinion’ 

‘Opinion,’ the Yiddish mag printed 
in English, which makes its bow 
early next month, expected to be a 
dissenting voice to the regularly 
established Yiddish mags, of which 
there are a number and all influ- 
ential. 

Editor of ‘Opinion’ will be James 
Waterman Wise, son of Dr. Stephen 
S. Wise. Young Wise studied for 
the rabbinate, to follow in his 
father’s footsteps, but chucked it 
because of dissatisfaction with vari- 
ous aspects of the creed. This dis- 
satisfaction quite likely to be ex- 
pressed via columns of the forth- 
coming mag. 

On the editorial board, among 
others, will be Ludwig Lewisohn, 
who has written a couple of novels 
on Jewish life. Lewisohn believed 
to be of the same mind as young 
Wise. Publisher will be Earle D. 
Marks, 


New Yellow Peril 

Expected onrush of magazines 
dealing with adventures of news- 
papermen has started. Most au- 
thentic is ‘Newspaper Adventure 
Stories,’ which in its first issue car- 
ries pieces by Ben Hecht and 
Charles Justin Smith among others. 
Edited by A. M, Mathieu in Cin- 
cinnati., 

‘News Story Magazine’ is also 
published monthly, in New York. 
Iferman Rawitzer is publisher and 
P. L. Trussell editor, ‘Front Page 
Stories,’ the hokiest, is published 
by Harold Hersey in Springfield, 
Mass., and is bi-monthly, 





Church and Dailies 

| Rev. Philip Early, speaking from 
;}the pulpit at St. Stephen’s church, 
liollywood: 

‘I intended to give you an account 
of the Episcopal conference at Min- 
but since all the Los An- 
papers differed as to what 
lace I will have to wait for 
York ‘Times’ and make 
rt next Sunday,’ 


neanolia 
neé poli , 


gelies 


: . 
the Ne@Ww 


my rep 





‘Radio Dial’ in N. Y. 

‘Radio Dial,’ Cincinnati radio fan 
mag, reaches New York Novy. 11. 
Mag will be handled on this end 
by Everetta Love, who will edit. 





Hollywood’s Reading 


(Consensus of demand in 
October, 1931, with Pat Hunt, 
Esme Warde, Satyr Book 
Store, Stanley Rose and Holly- 
wood Book Store.) 

Fiction 

‘Good Earth,’ Pearl Buck. 

‘Red-Headed Woman,’ Kath- 
erine Brush. 





‘These 13,’ Willlam Faulk- 
ner. 
‘The American Beauty,’ 
} Edna Ferber. 
‘Finch’s Fortune,’ Maida de 
la Roche. 
‘10 Commandments,’ War- 


wick Deeping. 
General 
‘Washington 
Round,’ anonymous. 
‘The Great Mouthpiece,’ 
Gene Fowler. 
Autobiography, Lincoln Stef- 


Merry-Go- 


fens. 

Bridge Summary, Culbert- 
son. 

‘Hollywood Undressed,’ Syl- 
via. 

‘Gun Notches,’ Capt. Thos. 


H. Rynning. 











Uhler’s Book Costs Job 
His first novel cost John Earle 
Uhler his job. Uhler, professor of 
English at the Louisana State Uni- 


versity, wrote a book called ‘Cane 
Juice, dealing with the so-called 
Cajuns of Louisana. Book imme- 


diately was protested by a Catholic 
priest, leader of one of the biggest 
churches in New Orleans, and 
Uhler’s suspension followed with 
the suspension still in force. 

The charge that the book maligns 
the co-eds of Uhler’s own college 
scouted by the co-eds themselves, 
who even got up a petition asking 
for Uhler’s reinstatement. Remain- 
ing students then also petitioned for 
the author’s return. 


Civil Liberties Union of New York, 
among others, has come to Uhler’s 
defense. It will fight for his rein- 
statement and his vindication if the 
author is so minded. Uhler so far 
undecided whether he would care to 
return to his teaching post or not, 
in view of the treatment handed 
him, 


Loss of his regular job is nothing 
to worry Uhler financially. Pub- 
licity has sent the sales of the book 
skyrocketing, over 5,000 daily. 





F.P.A. Misses 


F.P.A., columnist on the ‘Herald 
Tribune, goes after the mistakes of 
others with considerable rapidity. 
He has to be hard pushed to cor- 
rect himself, however, and he pulled 
a boner three weeks ago. 

F.P.A,. will tell you that he is the 
Gilbert and Sullivan expert of the 
country. He admits this on slight 
provocation, but he has been wrong. 
His latest was crediting a parody 
on a number from the G. & 8. ‘Pa- 
tience’ to the G. & §S. ‘Pirates of 
Penzance.’ The error went through 
two editions when the paper cor- 
rected it and told Adams, 





Lifted Out of Dallas 


Rare instance of a publisher ac- 
quiring a book after original pub- 
lication is the action of Brewer, 
Warren & Putnam taking over 
‘Scapegoats,’ by Julian Sherrod, 

Author, a native of Dallas, sold 
bank securities before the depres- 
sion set in, and wrote an account of 
his activities, a number of friends 
helping him to publish it locally. 
Book began to sell well locally from 
the start, and when reaching its 
third edition Brewer, Warren & 
Putnam offered to take it over for 
national publication. Book is small, 
running to only 150 pages, and sell- 
ing for one cent a page. Intention 
of Brewer, Warren &. Putnam to 
give ‘Scapegoats’ a national cam- 
paign. 





Published Melo 

‘Recessional,’ a three act melo by 
William Hurlbut, is being pub- 
lished by Stanley Rose, Hollywood 
bookseller. Hurlbut wrote ‘Bride 
of the Lamb,’ 1928 Guild produc- 
tion. 

*‘Recessional’ deals with an inter- 
racial love affair. 


Beatty on Prod Execs 

Jerome Beatty has been commis- 
sioned by ‘American Magazine’ to 
write a series on leading produc- 
tion executives in the film business 
His first subject will be Howard 
Hughes. 

Beatty was formerly 
licity for Paramount, went to Fire 
National and then Technicolor. He 
fas written sev 


lon pictures, for the ‘Satevepost 


head of pub- 
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Pacific French Synd. 

Seven newspaper correspondents 
for French newspapers in Los An- 
geles have organized into a syndi- 
cate to aid them in getting French 
governmental news. Most of the 
members are also correspondents 
for Paris papers. 


Roger Lacor, supervisor of French 
versions at Fox and correspondent 
in Hollywood for ‘Le Matin’ and 
‘Paris Midi’, was elected president, 
Group call themselves Syndicate of 
the French Press. 

= 


oe A Ne Md 
108 sers now 


Angeles paper: Y 
sented in the group include ‘Union 
Nouvelle,’ ‘Courrier Francais,’ 
des Etats-Unis’ and ‘Courrier du 
Pacifique.’ 


repre- 





CHATTER 


Biography of Victor Herbert out, 
written by Joseph Kaye. Called 
‘Victor Herbert: The Biography of 
America’s Greatest Romantic Comes 
poser.’ 

Bert Nevins writing anything but 
poetry. Maybe that, too, by now. 

Ellery Walter back from Russia, 
With a new book like everybody else 
who returns from Russia. 

Orlin Tremaine editing ‘Every- 
body’s Magazine’ under its new 
‘true-confession’ policy. 

Lewis Gannett is poison to Louis 
Bromfield. 

Bertrand Russell lecturing. 

Anthony Abbot acquiring S. 8S, 
Van Dine’s halo. 

Floyd Dell most modest of all 
scribblers. 

Bruz Fletcher, whose first book, 
‘Beginning with Laughter,’ comes 
out in January, is a nephew of 
Booth Tarkington. 

‘Mystic World,’ Chicago mag, does 
not pay fer contributions. 

John Farrar to Europe. 

Jim Geller has sold the new book 
to Mohawk Press. 

Irwin Franklyn political-minded. 

So many copies of books being 
lifted from the reception rooms of 
publishing houses, the volumes now 
chained. 

Leonora Baccante back in town 
with a completed new novel. 

Still another Donald Henderson 
Clarke novel, and it’s to be called 
‘Spoiled Baby.’ 

If Frederick Interlin writes ane 
other novel it will be only as atimee 
killer and not because he hopes td 
make any money. 

Everybody in town writing a Tale 
lulah Bankhead story, but none ac« 
cepted yet. 

Sean O’Larkin now writing radio 
sketches. 

E. E. Cummings, the some-time 
poet and some-time playwright, hag 
gone lower-case again, like this: 
e. e. cummings. 

Only a guy like W. 
could sell 
these days. 

A. A. Milne here, but won't lece 
ture. 

Isabel Drummond’s ‘Getting a 
Divorce’ out late this month. Tellg 
how to get a divorce anywhere and 
more than just a gag. 

Alice Duer Miller turned poetess, 
and what will they say in the Parae 
mount story department! 

Although he has placed his first 
novel with Ray Long, and has also 
sold it for pictures, Harry Harrison 
Kroll still conducts a story criticism 
agency at a mere pittance per thou. 
sand words. 

The latest John Galsworthy novel, 
‘Maid in Waiting,’ may be his last. 

‘Washington Merry-Go-Round a 
best-seller, but where’s ‘Mirrors of 
Washington’? 

Sinclair Lewis taking cracks at 
Robert Chambers, H. G. Wells and 
other old-line scribblers via lecture 
platform. 

Ed Bodin has given Jersey the go- 
by to put up at the swanky London 
Terrace apartments in New York, 
where editors are easier to get at 
sometimes, 

The new Peggy Foldes book may 
get newspaper serialization provid-« 
ing the heroine remains virtuous to 
the end of the story. 

Harry Stephen Keeler’s new book, 
one of four a year he is to turn out 
under contract, contains 260,000 
words. Four a year! 


R. Burnet 
a new gangster novel 





Broadway Grosses 


(Continued from page 53) 


(D-945-$3). Meller holds to steady 
but light grosses; just over $7,000; 
even break. 

‘Vanities,’ Earl Carroll (12th week) 
(R-3,000-$3). Some cutting in front 
baleony prices but gross is Proad- 


way’s top by wide margin; $60,000, 
‘Widow in Green’ Cort, Poste 
poned until next week. 
‘Wonder Boy,’ Alvin (4tr week) 


(CD-1,387-$3). Appears in doubt 
though showing something after 
premiere; business about same at 


$11,000. 
Other Attractions 

‘School for Scandal,’ Ethel Barry« 
more; revival with Miss Barrymore 
appearing opens tonight (10). 

‘Hamlet,’ Broadhurst; class opene 
ing but litUle call thereafter. 

‘The Roof,’ Hopkins; fair busi- 


; ness, 


‘Streets of New York,’ 48th Street; 
" j i! 





‘The Chimes of Normandy,’ Eres 


} 
ire 
jlanger’s; revival, 


00 0 eI BS 9 RS 2c rm em 























TPPTRTIE. CCRT hear S 





ee re 


——— 


abet, antipae 











a 


if 

h 

vi 
a 
ee 
; Pi 


ON 





Pog” Sie Cope et as 
= » 
tt lt ee ee 


58 VARIETY 





RADIO REPORTS 


Tuesday, November 10, 193] 





MYRT and MARGE 
With Myrtle Vail, Donna Damerel 
Backstage Episodes 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

Although declared the first of its 
kind, this dialog skit has at least 
one predecessor in radio history. 
That was an NBC sustainer of 
some time ago called ‘Two Troup- 
ers’ and interpreted by Helen Had- 
in and Marcella Shields, the latter 
now on the Dutch Masters pro- 
gram. But among the claims to be- 
ing first this new program on be- 
half of Wrigley Gum can possibly 
establish first water rights on: 

(a) Introducing to radio a pansy 
character in the form of a male 
modiste. 

(b) Introducing to radio a dope 
fiend as the ne’er-do-well brother 
of the ingenue, Marge. 


(c) Introducing a line of worldly 
comment somewhat rough for ra- 
dio, although familiar enough else- 
where. 

Foregoing ‘firsts’ may or may not 
be vital. They can be brushed 
aside as possibly forgivable dra- 
matic excesses if and providing the 
serial attracts and holds an audi- 
ence through arousing sympathetic 
partisanship among the set-own- 
ers. In other words, results may 
alibi methods here as in most hu- 
man enterprises. 

After the first week of broad- 
casts, it was too knotty a question 
for glib prediction whether Myrt 
and Marge as an institution will 
survive. Later it may be possible 
to state with more boldness whether 
Mr. Wrigley is wasting his chicle. 
Program originates in the WBBM 
studios and competes with Amos 
’n’ Andy in the east, but not on the 
western end where a time jam in 
Columbia gave the hour to Cremo 
and left only 9:45 for the Chicago 
area filtration of the Wrigley girls. 

‘Poor Butterfly’ is the theme 
music. That goes with Margie, the 
innocent gal from the country who 
has gotten herself a job inh the 
chorus of a musical in order to 
help dear daddy and mumsy back 
home. Of course, Marge’s first les- 
son is that the show must go on. 


» Some day a bolshevik author will 


doubtless dare to portray backstage 
without that goo-drenched ‘code.’ 
Meanwhile Myrtil Vail, who is the 
author of the scripts as well as 
the veteran chorine with the big 
heart, has not omitted the cut mu- 
sic that starts right in the middle 
of the anguish. Marge wipes the 
glycerin beads from her cheek, 
forces a smile, and carries on. 

In assuring Marge that she need 
have no apprehension of assault 
fron. the pansy modiste, Myrtle 
passes some pert observations 
which strike the ear oddly when 
bouncing into the parlor on a kilo- 
cycle. That, too, applies to Jimmy, 
the coke sniffer. He is a thoroughly 
nasty young moral wreck, rather 
grimly realistic, and _ therefore 
somewhat dubious as a theme. 

It is possibly cavilling at the un- 
imporant by pointing out that lit- 
tle honor to the theatre accrues 
from having pansies and dope 
fiends and other such delectable 
characters represented as_ typical. 
Miss Damerel has been around for 
B&K as a ‘personality girl,’ while 
later she and Miss Vail partnered 
for some vaude dates about Chi- 
cago. 

Real weakness of these skits, 
apart from any thought of their 
interpretation by the players or the 
studio, is the rather skimpy por- 
tions of action to offset a super- 
abundance of gab. There again the 
basis for prediction is uncertain for 
dialog scripts in general do a ter- 
rific amount of stalling on the air 
and yet manage to find listeners. 

Land. 





GRAHAM McCLINTOCK 
‘Tales of Frozen North’ 
COMMERCIAL 

WGY, Schenectady 

Hunter-trapper in 15-minute pro- 
grams several times weekly on be- 
half local cigar company. Consist of 
dramatic recitations of episodes in 
Alaska and Far North, in some of 
which speaker figured. Others re- 
counted in prose or poetry. Appa- 
rently delivered from a prepared 
scrip and done in declamatory 
fashion. Orchestra music at begin- 
ning and end as well as during 
climatic scenes. 

McClintock has fairly good voice 
and some punch. Quarter-hour too 
long for certain episodes. Programs 
aimed at male listeners, probably 
hit target, appeal for youngsters, 
too. 

Advertising model of brevity for 
local stuff. 





KITTY H. MEINHOLD 


- Piano 


Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

Director of local school of popu- 
lar music is veteran broadcaster 
over WGY. Heard in pianologs and 
with small groups of her students, 
usually in afternoon hours. Miss 
Meinhold plays piano well. 

Solo broadcasts mainly pops, well 
done. Broken up too much at times 
by number announcements. Either 
selections should be longer or ‘mike’ 


talker should group announcements 


in threes. 
Miss Meinhold’s connection with 
achool mentioned. 


LUCKY STRIKE HOUR 


Waiter Winchell, Band 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York. 

Having finally decided that 


enough is enough of a race horse 
rhythm, or maybe B. A. Rolfe’s 
boys caved in .from exhaustion, 
Lucky Strike is now providing a 
more danceable and listenable 3- 
times-weekly program via trio of 
bands and Walter Winchell as m. 
c., and is still half hidden by the 
eight ball because the period con- 
tinues to run a full hour. 


Not much doubt that 60 minutes 
is too long for commercial ether 
purposes while a half hour would 
certainly suffice for this wireless 
display. With Walter Winchell not 
doing much more than five minutes 
out of the hour, that goes double. 
It’s therefore mainly a matter of 
dance music and limited by the 
capabilities of the band engaged. If 
it’s a bad orchestra this once 
around the clock stretch could be 
murder. 

NBC would undoubtedly rather 
see this 10 to 11 hour split into four 
quarters, holding as many accounts, 
and American Tobacco could as- 
suredly fulfill its purpose to as good 
if not better effect in half the time 
now consumed. A check on how 
many listeners who start and finish 
with the program would be very en- 
lightening. It wouldn’t surprise if, 
on the present schedule, Lucky 
Strike were losing as many as 40% 
of its 10 o'clock listeners before 11. 
That’s despite Winchell, and if the 
band is mediocre the percentage of 
drop-outs will go higher. It’s still 
straight dance music, with which 
radio is glutted, plus the Winchell 
name to offset Camel’s Mort 
Downey and his soft throated an- 
nouncer. And who is to say whether 
Came! on its 15 minutes doesn’t 
accomplish as much as Lucky 
Strike on its 60? 

The columnist’s sojourn with the 
Strike people is dependent upon his 
one-year contract with a CBS ac- 
count. It currently means that Win- 
chell is doubling on Tuesday nights 
from CBS to NBC. His Columbia 
network engagement is a once 
weekly affair while for the cigaret 
firm it’s thrice weekly. If the CBS 
advertiser decides there is no inter- 
ference with its own broadcast, con- 
tract being for a year, Winchell will 
continue to double between the two 
networks—the first personality to 
achieve commercial doubling on the 
air. 

Winchell in his chatter is trying, 
and wisely, to confine his gossip to 
nationally known names. When he 
gets local that can’t mean anything 
out of town. On Thursday night 
(5) he took time out to dedicate 
the winter to chasing down a story 
printed by Sid Skolsky in the ‘Daily 
News’ of that morning—minus any 
mention of Skolsky. As credit lines 
seem to form a loose code of honor 
among the Proadway columnists 
there probably will be some gnash- 
— of type over the Skolsky omis- 
sion. 

Otherwise, and in his staccato if 
intermittent diction, the pauses be- 
ing to let the rurals grasp the Man- 
hattan language twists, Winchell is 
using past or future items lifted from 
his own writings. However, if they 
like gossip, and no question but 
that’s a long established fact, Win- 
chell should find and fill a radio 
niche on a national broadcast. He 
has his syndicated writings as a 
head start while these ether periods 
should swell his syndications. 

Between the chatterer and bands, 
Lucky Strike is inserting its com- 
modity plugs via endorsements it 
has been carrying by film players 
in its newspaper campaign. On this 
occasion the film actresses to be 
mentioned were Helen Twelvetrees 
(RKO-Pathe) and Maureen O’Sulli- 
van (Fox). Femme announcers step 
in to read the blurbs from the screen 
luminaries and mention a current or 
future picture in which the players 
are concerned. Besides these two 
boosts the regular announcer also 
has his toasted reasons. 

None of this high pressuring is 
overly long but there are three or 
four instances of it, all of which 
is the reason for estimating that 
the program may be losing that 
40% during the hour. 

This particular night Andy San- 
ella’s outfit was the orchestra, play- 
in New York City. It seems reason- 
ably sure that Lucky Strike isn’t 
going to dig up a more capable 
dance band than this one regard- 
less of where it wanders in its 
search. Sanella rendered about all 
the pops, taking three at a time, 
and played them well. A hot xylo- 
phonist was a distinct aid. Wayne 
King’s orchestra led off the new 
schedule on Tuesday (3), and Gus 
Arnheim was due Saturday (7). 
These instrumental combos will 
continue to alternate, except if the 
low wave length thing goes through 
and they start pulling in bands from 
abroad. This as much for the 
novelty as anything else. 

No matter how you twist it it 
remains dance music for at least 50 
of the contracted 60 minutes. On 
this phase Sanella has given his co- 
workers something to follow al- 
though if it’s going to be an hour, 
modern rhythmic tunes are not 
enough to hold with or without 
Winchell. The answer for this long 
air portage seems to be interspersed 
songs by capable artists, but CBS 





BELLE BAKER 

With RUDY VALLEE 
Songs 

COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

Miss Baker has been singing on 
sustaining NBC broadcasts during 
the past few weeks, grooming her- 
self for radio. With Rudy Vallee 
last week she sang three numbers. 
Into each she appeared to put every- 
thing she had. All delivered with 
feeling, and the type of sob or semi- 
sob ballad that suits Miss Paker 
best. 

A comedy dialect number was 
sung in recitation form. That could 
have been omitted. It is better for 
the stage. 

Miss Baker need have no fear on 
the latter account. The three num- 
bers she used would make up for 
any discrepancy. As introductions 
to her songs, Miss Baker chatted a 
bit with Vallee and Graham Mc- 
Namee. Chatter led to the songs. 

Miss Baker is a type for the air. 
She doesn’t croon, nor does she 
coon shout. She sobs her lyrics 
with a cry in her voice that’s catch- 
ing. 

A bet for radio. 


GOODYEAR MUSICALE 
John Philip Sousa 
COMMERCIAL 
KYW, Chicago 

Hefty, unpalatable doses of sales 
chatter unreeled by an imitator of 
the Tony Wons style of mike mes- 
saging gives promise of making 
regular listening to this one an ef- 
fort. Guest bands may inveigle 
them into tuning in on the tire dis- 
tributor’s show, but unless this 
loquacious fellow is curbed they 
won't stay long. 
Program is built to standard 
NBC studio order, with a staff or- 
chestra and quartet yielding at in- 
tervals to interlopings of a guest 
combo. Down on the schedule for 
two weekly broadcasts, Goodyear 
started off its new season’s ether 
participation (31), with John Philip 
Sousa ffilling the guest niche. 
Sousa’s interpretation of the ‘A- 
Hunting We Will Go’ gallop, despite 
the hoke sound effects, came over 
impressively, but when they hooked 
his galaxy up with the studio or- 
chestra for a try at Wagner’s ‘Ride 
of the Walkure’, it sounded, with 
all due respect to the venerable 
maestro, goulashy. 
On its own the studio combo 
sticks close to the B. A. Rolfe mode 
of orchestration, ultra fast tempo 
and peppy. Revelers’ Quartet un- 
limbered a nicely diversified outlay 
of harmony. 


LES HITE Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 
KFVD, Culver City 


That the Los Angeles territory 
has been without a noteworthy hot 
band is more strongly emphasized 
through Les Hite’s possession of the 
field for his own through steady 
development in this type of orches- 
tration. Paid for by a Los Angeles 
cut-rate clothier and on a minor 
station, the Hite colored aggrega- 
tion’s one hour program by remote 
control from Frank Sebastian's 
Cotton Club nightly is not getting 
half the attention it could drag in 
for a larger station. 

The Hite band was submerged 
before as background for Louis 
Armstrong and his trumpet, but 
now on its own it is able to hold 
a roving dialer for its hour by con- 
stant novelty and quality in its ar- 
rangements. ‘Tiger Rag,’ ‘St. James 
Infirmary,’ ‘Mood Indigo’ and such 
are played with an expert heat not 
at all resembling the cacaphony of 
the ordinary colored aggregation of 
musicicians-by-ear. 

Worthy of any account which 
wants to carry the idea of pep on 
a big station program. Bang. 


CASEY AT THE MIKE 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 

KOA, Denver 


Lee Taylor Casey, ‘News’ edi- 
torial writer, reads an eight to 10 
minute column every week for the 
Colorado Fuel & Iron Company. 
Casey has. bettered his’ radio 
voice some since he started broad- 
casting, but there is still room for 
improvement. His delivery lacks 
conviction. 

Happy Hopkins family sang a 
song at the opening and one at the 


end. Had no relation to the pro- 
gram, apparently in just to kill 
time. Abel. 


EMERY DEUTSCH Orchestra 
KHJ, Los Angeles 


Emery Deutsch is on a CBS 
hookup, offering early morning 
operetta music at a time coinciden- 
tal with luncheon music in New 
York. 

In his ‘gypsy revue,’ he presented 
@ pot-pourri of Hungarian and 
Viennese melodies, tastefully con- 
cocted and skillfully played. . 

el. 





has most of this special talent tied 
up. Lucky Strike could raise the ante 
a bit more and grab Russ Colombo, 
which might completely solve the 
60-minute air riddle. That or cut 





to a half hour. Sid. 





JIMMY GRIER Orchestra 
Cocoanut Grove 

Hotel Ambassador 

2 Hours 

KFWB, Hollywood. 

This is probably the champ radio 
marathon nightly of the country; 
two hours of entertainment over 
KFWB, Warner Bros. station in 
Hollywood, picked up from _ the 
Cocoanut Grove of the Hotel Am- 
bassador, Los Angeles. It has been 
a regular procedure with Gus Arn- 
heim’s crack orchestra for months 
with the Grove, through a shifting 
local nite life situation, doing al- 
most all the dine-and-dance trade 
that’s worth while in L. A. So it 
must have its direct favorable re- 
turns, 


Jimmy Grier is the new dance 
band at the Grove, with Arnheim 
going out on tour at $4,500 and $5,- 
000 a week, the first time for real 
dough. At the Grove, Arnheim was 
salaried to Col. Abe Frank at $200 
a week, with the hotel paying off 
the band. Similarly the Grove has 
built up this band, placing Grier, 
the former chief aide to Arnheim, 
at the helm to succeed. Grier also 
plays the piano, like Arnheim, but 
is also expert on the strings and 
reeds. 


A good team has been developed 
around Grier, with but a few of the 
old Arnheim personnel remaining. 
Most of them, too, went on tour. 
Remaining almost intact is Carlos 
Molina and his tango band of six. 
And, of course, the entertainers in- 
cluding Harry Barris, Joyce White- 
man, Donald Novis, Dave Marshall 
and the 3 Ambassadors—Jack Smith 
Martin Sperzel and Arthur C, Wil- 
son—plus Jean Shock, pianiste. 

Grier sounded oke on the air, the 
announcements by himself, Ben 
Black, et al., paying tribute to Arn- 
heim and making no bones that this 
ballyhooed ‘Greater All-Star Or- 
chestra’ is a successor to the proved 
Cocoanut Grove favorite. 

Entertainers sound the same, and 
here it might be added they sound 
too much the same. Harry Farris, 
clever and versatile entertainer- 
songwriter, seems to have stamped 
his impression too closely on the 
Grove band. Every other tune is 
a Barris plug song, it seems, and 
night after night, for two hours, 
that repertoire gets to sound a bit 
too familiar. Might also be a 
thought for Barris and his publish- 
ers as to the danger of overplug- 
ging. 

Lots of novelty and variety to the 
radio presentation, etherized direct 
from the dance floor with the up- 
stairs’ studio utilized for the spe- 
cialties during dance intermissions, 
so that the two hours is a mara- 
thon, sans intermission or interrup- 
tion. 

Donald Novis who won a $5,000 
prize in an Atwater Kent contest, 
clicks big with his sympathetic 
tenoring. Novis is said to have an 
NBC bid which he'll accept. 

Jack Smith, not the whisperer, 
but an 18-year warbler with the 
three Ambassadors and just out of 
the Hollywood high school, does 
nicely with a solo opportunity. 
Joyce Whiteman with her nifty 
warbling also scores. She and Bar- 
ris, her fiance, did a new one he 
wrote, ‘Blame It All On Me.’ 

Grier’s music is basically satis- 
factory. He has a good team and 
should do biz at the same old stand. 
Incidentally, Grier has dropped the 
Arnheim signature song, ‘Say It 
With Music,’ and is offering ‘Music 
in the Moonlight’ as his own bi 

et. 





LLOYD LEWIS 
Dramatic Critic 
Sustaining . 
WMAQ, Chicago 

Taking his rotation among the 
staff members of the ‘Daily News’ 
who broadcast in the early evening 
programs each day, Lloyd Lewis, 
reformed press agent, gave a most 
entertaining talk on ‘Green Pas- 
tures.’ It proved, though, that even 
as a dramatic critic he is still a 
press agent for his own enthusi- 
asms. He is Chicago’s most per- 
sistent volunteer drum-beater on 
behalf of the Biblical spectacle, and 
he improved his radio opportunity 
to present the Illinois theatre with 
as delicious a ballad of unstinted 
praise as showmen ever listened to. 

Having recently attended one of 
the rehearsals that Mare Connelly 
holds every third week, Lewis de- 
scribed the afternoon and his own 
pleasure therein. A wealth of in- 
teresting detail, illuminating side- 
lights, amusing anecdotes made the 
talk memorable. Lewis speaks 
plainly and clearly in a conversa- 
tional manner without oratory or 
elocution. He is the Chicagoan who 
dared to ridicule the ‘elegant gawks’ 
at New York opening nights and 


got a _ retaliating squeak from 
Winchell, who thought the shoe 
pinched. Land, 
DAVE MACK Orchestra 
Sustaining 

KNX, Hollywood 

One of those late-hour cafe 
broadcasts sounding like various 


versions of ‘Boots’ as rendered by a 
drummer @#nd banjoist. Nothing 
else matters, and no one could be 
attracted to the Paris Inn in Los 
Angeles by these remote control 
broadcasts. 

There are recitative vocal inter- 
ludes, also all alike. Bang. 
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BEN BERNIE ORCHESTRA 
Dance Music, Chatter 
College Inn 

COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 


Right now Ben Bernie is inter. 
esting apart from everything else 
for the immunity he seems to have 
enjoyed on the radio from imita. 
tors. Nobody seems to have sought 
distinction by borrowing the Bernie 
idea. It’s hardly a revolutionary 
style, or a stunt like Will Ma. 
honey’s xylophone dance that de. 
files by its difficulty successful imj. 
ation. 

Ben Bernie not only remains the 
originator (for radio) of a particy. 
lar way of working, but he is his 
own and only disciple. Maybe that’s 
a freak in the amusement world, 
Certainly anyone registering a click 
comparable to that of Bernie over 
WEBM last season would long ago, 
if it were vaudeville, have had a 
dozen unofficial replicas. 

It is quite surprising when mulled 
over, this failure of radio to make 
capital out of 


something new, 
Bernie has humor, unction, glib. 
ness, vocal personality. That's pre. 


cisely what’s needed with a radio 
orchestra. And, equally, just what 
none of the bands have. 

Limited as it is to a compara. 
tively few types of program, this 
effective combination of humorist 
and dance orchestra might have 
been expected to blaze a new trail 
for radio. Not so. There's still 
only one Ben Bernie on the air, 
only the one orchestra graced by 
wit and _ intimacy. Meanwhile, 
every bandsman in the country, ex. 
cepting Paul Whiteman and a few 
others, remains completely anony- 
mous and impersonal on those kilo- 
cycles unless he happens to be a 
crooner. 

Radio went daffy about crooners, 
Now with the Vallee vogue reced.- 
ing they’ve turned to baritones for 
a Columbo-Crosby-and-who-have- 
you cycle. Still deadly serious. Ra- 
dio shuns laughter, comedy, the 
light touch, like a religious con- 
vention. Time will have to fix that, 

Meantime, Bernie goes on over 
WBBM and a Columbia network, a 
sustainer for the College Inn and 
the station or a commercial on be- 
half of Blue Ribbon Malt. For sta- 
tion, network, and commercial, he’s 
repeating this year after last on 
options that were taken up. 

Show business knows Bernie's 
style intimately. It’s ideally suited 
for the microphone. Indeed, far 
better than for the stage where his 
quiet drollery is sometimes no wow, 
Microphone catches every nuance, 


every little shade of emphasis, 
every cute remark or rhetorical 
mannerism, It comes through 
swell. 


Pat Kennedy is the billed vocal- 
ist of the orchestra and okay, 
Bernie in his more-than-half talk- 
ing fashion warbles a chorus now 
and then with self-kidding. That 
pointing the jest inward is dis- 
arming and vote-getting. It’s also 
showmanship, of which Bernie has 
lots. 

It’s a good dance orchestra and 
the musical novelties are often are 
resting, but it’s Bernie as a pere 
sonality that counts. It perhaps 
has not yet become serious that 
Bernie is sometimes, perhaps often, 
guilty of favoritism where songs 
are concerned and attempts to plug 
numbers that couldn’t be a hit even 
if Congress passed a law. Last 
season Bernie, for example, gave @ 
great ride to a tuneless asininity 
one of his chums had written. It 
never got anywhere, so the favor 
Was wasted. It’s not always @ 
favor. 

Great leeway is allowed Bernie 
and in general he does not violate 
the trust. True, he is apt to tell 
his radio audience about his law- 
yer, his doctor, his bookmaker, or 
any of his personal contacts. And 
probably nobody is greatly intere 
ested or at the same time insuf- 
ferably bored. 

Because of his facetiously put-on 
accent, he has been widely mis- 
taken in the middle west for an 
Englishman. That may ‘have en- 
hanced his glamour for the dames 
who have been, unless recently 
ended, pouring their Freudian come 
plexes into pash notes for the old 
maestro. Laid. 


THEN AND NOW 
QUALITY ROW 
COMMERCIAL 
15 Mins. 
KFI, Los Angeles 
‘Quality Row’ exploits a ‘Quality 
Group’ of merchants whose down- 
town business addresses are on 
Flower street between 7th and 8th 
streets in Los Angeles. It is a band- 
ing together of that street of better 
established tradesmen who, through 
the medium of a 15-minute nightly 
program of music, with an impres- 
sive radio spieler, plug that sector 
as a center for quality shopping. 
It’s a swell idea, amenable to radio 
transition into any city or jn 
munity. It would be like the Wes 
57th street modistes and chapelllets 
engaging similar radio facilities . 
New York to plug West 57th oe 
tween 5th and 6th avenues as t 
shopping center, with Stein i. 
Blaine, Tappe, et al., financ!ns a 
radio facilities, all banded pie 
to center attention on that partic 
lar street as a style center. | ‘gen 
Similarly, with that basic i¢*™" 


(Continued on page 60) 
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High Pay Air 
Exec Cops Fat 
Actor Job, Too 


San Francisco, Nov. 9. 

Dramatic talent at NBC studios 
fis up in arms against those produ- 
cers who sidetrack actors by casting 
themselves for parts in plays and 
ekits. 

Latest burnup, and biggest one of 
all, was pulled this week when 
Wheatena signed for a series of 15 
minute nightly domestic skits, 
‘Raising Junior.’ Tom Hutchinson, 
head of the production dept., audi- 
tioned, recommended and signed 
himself for the leading role at $125 
a week, while other talent took air. 

Furthering the scorch, Hutchin- 
son tried to ease his wife in for the 
leading fem role but sponsor chose 
Dorothy Desmond instead. Nelson 
Case won over all other announcers 
in tryouts for the m. c. job. 

Dramatic people are all the more 
burned at Hutchinson because 
there’s supposed to be a ruling pro- 
hibiting staff members and execs 
from accepting commercial fees. 

Last season Hutchinson cast him- 
self as interlocutor on El Sidelo 
Minstrels, but when the program 
came up for renewal a few weeks 
ago, sponsor chose another for the 
job. 

Hutchinson’s salary as production 
manager and actor now rates as one 
of the biggest around NBC, being 
pretty close to the $1,000 a month 


mark. Average for the straight 
dramatic people is around $35 
weekly. 





ARE NETWORKS 
FINDING OUT? 


Flood of requests for radio artists 
to appear gratis at various unem- 
ployment benefits, social and polit- 
ical parties, has forced NBC and 
CBS to be wary of all current and 
future requests. 

Radio has no brief against per- 
mitting its acts to work gratis for 
legitimate unemployment benefits 
and broadcasts. It’s objection is to 
some night clubs or cabarets that 
announce they will give part of the 
gross to the unemployed. NBC and 
CBS claim they have found that 
while the spot does make a contri- 
bution, it has also increased its own 
gross with the ‘benefit.’ 

Deluge of requests for free radio 
talent for society and _ political 
parties is what radio particularly 
objects to. Persons handling these 
functions make the rounds of the 
artist bureaus and ask for the big- 
gest names to perform at the parties 
gratis. They give various funny 
reasons. Some say that if the 
Swanky mob sees an act at the 
party, it will bring a lot of future 
bookings; that big picture execs will 
be present who may discover film 
value in some of the radio artists 





appearing. Not to forget the pub- 
licity angle. 
Now the networks believe they 


have had enough parties for artists. 





After Doc Brinkley 
From Another Angle 


Dallas, Nov. 9. 
Suit to revoke Texas medical li- 
cense for Dr. John Brinkley, opera- 


tor of XER at Villa Acuna, Mexico, 


filed in local court. Although banned 
in Kansas and also by the Federal 
radio commish, the gland ballyhooist 
Still rates the m.d. in this state. 


Brinkley is fighting to have the 


trial moved to Del Rio, across the 
border from Villa Acuna. 





Rolfe Changes Route 
B. A. Rolfe sails for a vacation 
in Honolulu Nov. 14. 
He cancelled his 


previousls 
Planned European trip. 


| NBC’S HAYSTACK 





| Can't Find Authors’ Scrips in Moun- 
tain of MSS. 
| Chicago, Nov. 9. 
Freelance continuity writers who 
have been submitting scripts on 
order to the local NBC program 
department are complaining they 
can’t get their stuff back. Net- 
work’s explanation is that it would 
readily return the scripts. if it knew 
where to locate them. When the 
scripts started to pour in no provi- 
sion had been made to file them un- 
der titles or authors, and to pick 
out any one writer’s contributions 
would require digging through thou- 
sands of manuscripts. 

Network’s unit here has at times 
had as many as 50 outside writers 


45° IN COMMISH 
FF AGT'S SALARY 


Artist’s Pay Rapidly Melts 
Before Receipt—Different 
Hands on the Radioway 
Out to Grab—Mulcting 
Custom Entirely Away 
from Any Other Show 








Business Branch 








regularly turning scripts, previously 
submitted in outline and okayed. It | 
had taken many of these key-tap- | 
pers as much as three months to get 
an introductory audience for their 
ideas from a department head, 

Several of the freelancers recent- 
ly tried to probe into the motive 
behind the continuous string-dan- 
gling and re-ordering of scripts, but 
got nowhere. They then asked for 
the return of their folios. A faulty 
filing system, they were told, made 
this inconvenient, if not in many 
cases impossible. 


Unique Radio, Film 
Chatterer Repays 
All Gifts, Favors 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Radie Harris, billing herself as 
Radio Radie, has a new commercial 
hookup over KHJ, the L.A. spoke 
of the CBS, on behalf of Resinol, 
which will be devoted to straight 
picture gossip and not go into dan- 
gerous shoals with personality 
guest stars. 

This was decided upon after Car- 
mel Meyers appeared on the in- 
augural program, but Miss Harris, 
who also does a syndicated picture 
col. for the Central Press Associa- 
tion, figured the producers’ associ- 
ation’s rulings against gratis guest 
stars on the radio would catch her 
in a jam through paucity of ma- 
terial after the first two or three 
weeks, 
spell with’ the freelance players 
but after a month or so the im- 
portance of the names, considering 
the two-a-week broadcasts, would 
fall off, she figured. 

Miss Harris, who:is also west- 
ern editor of ‘Silver Screen,’ is 
unique among chatterers in that 
she repays all gifts, entertainment, 
etc., with even more lavish pres- 
ents and parties to those befriend- 
ing her. She refuses to be under 
obligation. . 


B.&K. ACTS SOURCE FOR 
WIBO’S LOCAL PROGRAM 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

WIBO has severed all relations 
with NBC, making it the only major 
outlet in Chicago minus a network 
affiliation. Break was mutual. 
Chain, with the takeover of WMAQ 
last week, had three stations of its 
own to take care of here, while 
WIBO has been figuring on going 
strictly local. 

Station opens its downtown studio 
in the Chicago theatre building 
Nov. 11. Balaban & Katz is due 
to furnish the acts for programs 
from this source, with the outlet’s 
own band under Mark Fisher handl- 
ing the musical passages. 

Federal Radio Commission re- 
cently assigned WIBO’s wave length 
to WJKS, Gary, Ind., on the grounds 
the former wasn’t offering anything 
the listeners didn’t get from other 
Chicago outlets. WIBO’'s switch to 
an exclusively local program policy 
will be used as a rebuttal argument 
when the commission’s decision 
comes up for attack before the Court 
of Appeals in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 














Lillie-Vitality Off 


She might do oke for af 








Beatrice Lillie will close the Vi- 
| tality series on CBS Nov. 25. 

Vitality c a 16-week con- 
‘tract on that 


mpl tes 


date 


: 


OTHER EVILS 





Triple commission charges, the 
old fashioned gyp in a high class 
manner, along with an amazing 
display of ignorance by executives 
and others in radio are tolerated 
and alibied by radio as being nat- 
ural developments as in any new 
business. But these errors and 
evils are bound to go when clearer 


Commish Attacks 


NBC and CBS artist bu- 
reau’s high commission rates 
on talent bookings are being 
attacked from two angles. The 
most serious opposition is from 
the advertising agencies, which 
protest against the commish 
charges among each other but 
as yet have not presented a 
demand for reduction to the 
networks. 

Also objecting are the RKO 
vaudeville agents whose fran- 
chises or privilege to book acts 
with that circuit limits them to 
5% commission. NBC and 
CBS now have RKO agency 
franchises with full floor privi- 
leges, but are exceptions in the 
commission rulings. 

When Hiram S. Brown took 
charge of the RKO corporation 
one of his early procedures 
was to call the agents together. 
Some changes were made in 
their status and relations with 
the booking officé and acts, 
among them limitation of com- 
missions. They were told the 
penalty for exacting more than 
5% from an act for the book- 
ing service would be immedi- 
ate loss of agency franchise. 

Since enfranchised as RKO 
agents, neither NBC or CBS 
has been notified of the 5% 
limit, or any other limit, Their 
commish charges of 15% and 
20% on some acts go unnoticed 
by RKO. 4 

The ad agencies claim the 
networks’ high commish is an 
unqualified salary booster, 
with its reaction mainly 
against their clients, the air 
advertisers, 

















thinking wins out and real show- 
manship prevails, it is admitted. 

Radio today offers more  op- 
portunity for important § grifting 
than any other show business 
branch. It is being largely taken 
advantage of. 

in no other show field is an ac- 

(Continued on page 60) 





Buggy Whips Next 


Venida Hair Net Co. will attempt 
to revive the use of hair nets 
through the medium of radio. Com- 
pany has contracted for a series of 
15-minute weekly broadcasts on 
CBS commencing Nov. 15. 

Wee Willie Robyn and Emory 
Deutsch orchestra engaged for the 
broadcasts. 





Bob Becker’s Commercial 





Chicago, Nov. 9. 

WGN, ‘Tribune’ outlet, has fixed 
up another one of the sheet’s staff 
writers with a radio job. It sold 
Bob Becker, who handles the hunt- 
ing and fishing column, to Atlas 
Prewing for a series of spiels on 
the great outdoors. 

Program starts next Sunday. 
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LESS GYPS 








Air Programs Suffer as Networks 
And Ad Agencies Argue Over Who 
Is Best Equipped for Full Authority 





CHI OVER QUOTA 


In Excess of Assigned Sales 
Total For ’31—NBC 


22% 





Chicago, Nov. 9. 
Gross from time-selling sources 
alone for NBC’s Chicago division 
should break better than $5,500,000 
on the current year. Quota assigned 


the network’s midwest sales depart- 


ment was $4,300,000. 

Increase of 22% shown in the dif- 
ference is what, it is figured, the 
entire chain will do during 1931 over 
the total originally allotted itself. 





Bee Lillie, Mae Murray 
Wanted Cash—Others 
Accepted ‘Publicity’ 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Getting stage names gratis for 
radio broadcasting is becoming more 
difficult locally. For some time le- 
gits and other visiting celebs have 
been before the microphone on the 
plea that the publicity would benefit 
them, 

Beatrice Lillie, approached with 
an invitation to contribute her ser- 
vices, smiled sweetly and said she'd 
be charmed for $1,500, if the micro- 
phone was installed in her dressing 
room at the Great Northern. Mc- 
Cann-Erickson advertising agency 
decided Campagna’s Italian Balm 
couldn’t entertain Miss Lillie at that 
figure. So it turned to Mae Murray. 
She had the quaint notion, also, 
that she should be paid. 

Those who have recently appeared 
free over the radio hereabouts for 
various advertisers include: Sophie 
Tucker, Ruth Roland, Estelle Tay- 
lor, Walker Whiteside, Lita Grey 
Chaplin, Benny Rubin, Ginger Rog- 
ers, Alice White, Taylor Holmes, 
Herbert Rawlinson, Donald Brian, 
and Olsen and Johnson. 


Air Posalarity Rankings 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Question of who are the 10 out- 
standing Californians, asked over 
KNX brought answers by radio lis- 
teners nominating 297 candidates, 
with Governor Rolph heading the 
list and President Hoover in sixth 
place. 

Only three picture names sug- 
gested, with Will Rogers third to 
Hiram Johnson’s’ second. Mary 
Pickford rated 13th place to Douglas 
Fairbanks’ 18th. 

Bob Shuler was fourth and Aimee 
MacPherson was eight notches low- 
er while William Randolph Hearst 
was fifth, Senator Shortridge sev- 
enth with Congressman Swing, Dr. 
A. H. Giannini and Dr. Milliken 
following. 











WGN’S FILM NAMES 
Chicago, Nov. 9. 
Herbert Rawlinson and Madge 
Bellamy are playing the leads in a 
mystery serial broadcast over WGN, 
‘Tribune’ outlet, twice weekly. Epi- 
sodes are based upon installments 
of the story carried in the news- 
paper daily. 
Ten-week contracts have been 
given the former picture names, 


CBS GETS PEORIA UNIT 
Cleveland, Nov. 9. 

Steve Cisler, WGAR program di- 
rector and radio announcer, has re- 
signed to become assistant manager 
of WMBB in Peoria, lll. Succeeded 
here by Frank Proudfoot, of 
WGAR’s commercial staff. 

Cisler leaves Nov. 13. WMBB is 
slated to become affiliated with 
Columbia chain within two weeks. 





A battle is now raging and rapidly 
gaining impetus in radio over con- 
trol of the entertainment dictator- 
ship. The adversaries are the sta- 
tions and networks, controlling the 
outlet, and the advertising agencies, 
controlling the financial foundation 
of the business. 

Both want complete authority in 
the program say-so. This is the 
present source of almost all trou- 
ble and friction in the studios and 
around them, 

The ad agencies believe they are 
radio’s logical showmen of the pres- 
ent and future The networks think 
the same way about themselves. 
Networks are willing to accept the 
responsibility for the quality of en- 
tertainment on the air, but not for 
the commercial reaction the enter- 
tainment receives, claim the ad 
agencies. After all, say the agen- 
cies, it is one thing to think you 
are satisfying or attracting the ra- 
dio public, but another to deter- 
mine whether you are also attract- 
ing the public to the advertiser's 
product. Direct reaction is neces- 
sary, the agencies contend, and this 
is guaranteed, they add, only when 
they control the programs. 

Whys 

The networks’ answer is that pro- 
gram belongs in the studio; that the 
networks are more concerned and in 
closer touch with the amusement 
phase of broadcasting; that show- 
manship will be more naturally de 
veloped in the studios than in the 
ad agencies, and therefore the net- 
works should have control. 

Meanwhile neither side is certain 
of its various definitions of the title 
of showman. For the short time 


they have been involved in the 
amusement business most radio 
people in both the station and 


agency ends are generally regarded 
as being not half so far advanced 
as showmen as they might believe. 

The best either the network or 
agency showmen has been able to 
do so far is to find elementary tal- 
ent, such as singers and musicians, 


and present it plainly, with the tal- | 


ent itself still 99%. Radio hasn't 
yet progressed very far in ‘ability 
to enhance natural talert and in- 
crease its entertainment value. ; 

The networks and ad men cone 
tinue their scrap over programs 
and that is the reason for many of 
the current bad programs. Others 
not directly involved in either :fac- 
tion are sitting by and waiting for 
the real showman and radio enter- 
tainment dictator to come along. 
As far as radio is concerned, it 
says he isn’t born yet. 


FREE CHI DATE LOSES 
MONEY JOB FOR SOPH 


Because of the cancellation of 
Sophie Tucker by the Fleischmann 
people after the singer appeared on 
a gratis CBS broadcast, NBC will 
hereafter discourage its artists from 
working before a mike without 
salary. 

Miss Tucker was engaged to be 
guest star at a salary for Fleisch- 
mann on NBC Dec. 3. Last week 
she went to Chicago to do an inter- 
view on a program called ‘Stage and 
Screen Stars,’ without payment. 
Fleischmann then informed NBC to 
cancel her date. 


Vet Vaughn De Leath’s 
NBC Contract Expires 


Vaughn De Leath refused to re- 
sign with NBC and is now unat- 
tached. Her NBC contract expired 
last week, 

Reported that Miss De Leath for 
some time has been complaining 
about lack of commercial work, 
NBC spotted her on two sustaining 
broadcasts weekly, with Miss De 
Ieath desirous of landing a come 
mercial. 

Singer has been with NBC since 














the early radio days. 
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Radio ’s Guileless Gyps 
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(Continued from Page 59) 


tor rapped three ways for commis- 
sion in the open. If an employment 
medium for talent in vaudeville, le- 
git or pictures, should cut so 
deeply into salaries under a com- 
mission disguise, he would be out- 
lawed, and if continuing to gyp, do 
it under cover. 

In radio the take seems regarded 
as proper and conventional and no 
gyp or grift at all. 

The radio graft through cut-ins 
and high commission charges only 
scratches the surface for some acts, 
with the better talent automatically 
boosting their salaries to meet the 
commish payments. Generally it’s 
the advertiser who's nicked. The 
advertiser, in turn, is equally at 
fault in another manrer. He 
chiefly is at fault for a majority 
of bad commercial programs, 
through insisting on dictating the 
amusement policies in the studio 
despite his only previous amuse- 
ment experience was as a paying 
customer in an orchestra seat. 


Radio’s Execs 


Radio’s general attitude toward 
the producing and entertainment 
style of the rest of the show busi- 
ness as represented by Broadway 
has been often discussed. Radio's 
disdain for anything Broadwayish 
is attributable to some of its execs. 
Many of these execs are not quali- 
fied showmen. Others are former 
concert men and managers with but 
slight knowledge of popular amuse- 
ment tastes. They practice concert 
training on pop priced air audi- 
ences, with no audience in the 
world liking popular entertainment 
more than American radio audi- 
ences. 

Present evils over which greiv- 
ances are brewing in radio are, in 
their probable order of importance: 


Commissions 


Commissions: Charges of $500 or 
$700 per week for advertisers on 


talent that actually draws only 
half or less of the total. The rest 
goes to the act’s personal agent, 


the station or network's artist bu- 
reau and frequently to the adver- 
tising agency handling the ac- 
count. 


An actor whose salary on the ad- 
vertiser’s books is $500 very often 
must give up thusiy: 10% or $50 to 
his personal agent, 15% or $75 to 
the artists’ bureau, 10% or $50 to 
the advertising agency and another 
kickback of 10% or more to his per- 
sonal sponsor or plugger on the 
station or network’s booking staff. 
His actual income will be $275 or 
less, although officially and as far 
as the advertiser knows his salary 
is $500. 


Execs: With few exceptions ra- 
dio executives for the importance 
and responsibility of their jobs are 
underpaid. Chiefly in the default- 
ing class are execs dealing directly 
with talent while knowing little 
about talent excepting how to make 
the handling of actors pay well and 
personally, The same unavoidable 
condition prevailed for many years 
to a lesser extent in the old vaude- 
ville booking offices. Bookers re- 
ceiving salaries of $50 a week and 
less were spending hundreds of 
dollars in talent for their employ- 
ers. They naturally drifted into 
grafting habits. 


Now vaudeville bookers are paid 
more in proportion to their jobs 
and in the major- vaude booking 
office grafting is almost a thing of 
the past. 


Radio hasn’t lived long enough 
to profit by such an experience, but 
it's going through the experience 
now and the few really experienced 
showmen in radio with faith in ra- 


dio’s future expect that it will 
eventually learn. 
Talent 
Talent: Talent in radio is mis- 
handled for the most part. The se- 


vere limitations of radio as a per- 
forming medium necessitate 
showmanship than in any 
field; but radio is getting less than 
any other field. 


In radio it’s possible only to sing, 


talk or play an instrument. Danc- 
ing and pantomime, important 
parts of stage and picture enter- 
tainment, aren't possible on the air 
with radio still invisible. The us- 
able talents are numbered, all of 
which calls for exceptional show- 
manship. Yet 90% of the notable 
creative work in radio thus far has 
been accomplished by the perform- 
ers themselves. The air’s only real 
non-acting creators are the script 
writers who don't rate at all so- 
cially. The average ‘creative’ ra- 


more 
other 





48 Working Hours 


Sherman Keene, musical di- 
rector for WOR, claims he 
holds the record for appearing 
on more broadcasts per week 
than any other radio orchestra 
leader. 

Keene is on WOR for a total 
of 48 hours weekly. 











Coast NBC Expanding 
With Network Growth 


San Francisco, Nov. 9. 
Establishment of the new Coast 
network and 
forced NBC to expand its western 
headquarters has 
leased entire second floor of the 
Hunter-Dulin building and will lo- 
cate Vice-President Don Gilman and 
other execs there, also maintaining 
its present twenty-second floor for 
studios and Artists’ Bureau offices. 
The building on lower Sutter street 
will continue as base for morning 
programs. 


increase of biz has 


here. Chain 


Changes won't go into effect un- 
til Gilman's return from New York 
about three weeks hence. 

Before leaving Gilman, NBC's 
chieftain, appointed Bertrand Bry- 
ant manager of the Northwest di- 
vision of NBC, succeeding R. A. 
Provine. Gilman named Paul Gale 
night traffic manager and brought 
him from the North to San Fran- 
cisco. 

Gilman has done away with spot 
announcements on KJR, Seattle. 
KEX in Portland now is going si- 
lent at 5 p. m. daily until Gilman 
decides if he’ll synchronize that sta- 
tion with KPO, San Francisco, or 
work out an arrangement with 
KOB, New Mexico. Thomas Pepper- 
day, KOB manager, was here this 
week in an effort to settle the situa- 
tion but no decision was reached. 





Nosey Ladies Radio Pain 


Dallas, Nov. 9. 


Can’t keep the femme meddlers 
out. In Texas they’ve always been 
the showman’s chief pain in the 
neck, but now looks like radio is in 
for it, too. 


Local federation of music clubs 
yelled because recent winner in the 
Atwater Kent audition sang tio 
much in foreign lingos. In fact, it 
passed some sort of resolution ask- 
ing that future contestants warble 
in English only. 


Just how long before the ladies 


in general dictate studio policies is 
what the radio crowd wonders. 





BUSH TRIO’S JUMP 
San Francisco, Nov. 9. 


Eddie Bush trio closes this week 
with the Lofner-Harris band at the 
Hotel St. Francis and opens Nov. 27 
at Suburban Gardens, New Orleans, 
where they are set for 52 weeks. 


Bush was formerly the tenor fea- 
ture of the original Biltmore Hotel 
trio. Earl Randall and Buster Dees 
are with him, 


Helen Charleston goes into the St. 
Francis for four weeks with the 
Lofner-Harris outfit. She's of 
Helen and Milton Charleston, for- 
merly with Ken Murray. Milton is 
doing a single, 





WDGY’s Tele Idea 
Minneapolis, Nov. 9. 
Station WDGY here has informed 
the city council that it is planning 
establishment of a television broad- 
casting system by March 1, 1932. 
The council is proposing to amend 
the radio ordinance to permit 
broadcasting station transmitters 
closer to the city limits. 





dio executive's efforts are confined 
to digging up a singer or talker 
whose stuff is sufficiently close to 
another singer or talker who has 
met success on an opposition sta- 
tion, 

The legit stage has always been 
annoyed with its meddlesome angels 
and pictures are continually both- 
ered by unknowing, but, financially 
interested outsiders; but in legit 
and pictures there are enough 
showmen to counteract that inter- 
ference. The few showmen at pres- 
ent in radio are almost too busy 
battling unshowmanly ideas to put 
their own knowledge to work. 











Radio Reports 
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the next problem would be the pro- 
gram idea. Here it’s a ‘Then and 
Now’ scheme of musical things. An 
operetta success of yesteryear is 
sung or played, and the same idea 
is done a la 1931. Thus ‘Strolling 
Through the Park One Day’ might 
be contrasted with ‘Oo, 00, 00, 
Wouldja Like to Take a Walk?,’ or 
a flirtation song like “Tell Me, Pret- 
ty Maiden,’ finds its modernistic 
counterpart in a zippier modernistic 
ditty such as ‘Hello, Beautiful.’ 

It’s a good idea, and introduces 
the mixed vocal duo and the orches- 
tra in good style. 

The announcer mentions the shops 

in a discreet manner by name, 
stressing their time-honored estab- 
lishment with a little spiel about 
serving so many generations since 
1881 or whatever it is. The practi- 
cal kicker is the plug nightly for 
one or the other of the merchants 
contributing for the program. This 
night Barker Bros. plugged its fur- 
niture bargains. The next night 
Myer Siegel might plug his modiste 
creations; on the morrow another 
feminine apparel shop might ring in 
a mild plug for some bargain occa- 
sion, etc. Some seven such shops 
pro rata the whole cast. 
For 15 minutes following right on 
the heels of a national hook-up, it’s 
a swell break for the local advertis- 
ers who are still dialed in on the 
feature from New York or Chicago. 
It's good stuff generally, wisely 
maintaining the same general 
standards and not letting down the 
listener-in. Abel. 


JACK CRAWFORD Orchestra 
Sustaining 
KMPC, Beverly Hills 

In George Olsen’s Culver City 

roadhouse and with a reputation of 
its own secured mostly through 
Victor recordings, the Jack Craw- 
ford orchestra is a musical disap- 
pointment as transmitted by this 
small Beverly Hill station. 
The broadcast program was pre- 
sented without apparent care in se- 
lection, and with no unusual qual- 
ity audible in the music it re- 
mained for Crawford’s droll man- 
ner of announcing to give the hour 
its only different touch. 

Babe Kane, floor worker, contrib- 
uted several vocal numbers, hold- 
ing more air appeal than the band. 

Bang. 


GUS HAENSCHEN’S ORCH. 

With James Melton, Grantland Rice 
and Tad Jones 

Orchestra, Songs, Talk 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 

One of the air’s different instru- 
mental combinations. Orchestra is 
all-string and known as the Coca- 
Cola string orchestra. Haenschen 
makes it musically appealing. Ab- 
sence doesn’t hurt this group, with 
every other orchestra on the air 
dominated by the brasses. 

On this broadcast Grantland Rice 
and Tad Jones were the guest ar- 
tists. Rice interviewed Jones on his 
football experiences. 

James Melton, tenor, used for solo 
vocal numbers. Melton is a radio 
vet, 


DON BIGELOW Orchestra 

from Yoeng’s Restaurant, N. Y. 
KHJ, Los Angeles. 

Sounds strange at 9-9.30 a. m. to 
hear over the CBS’ local spoke, 
Station KHJ, that Don Bigelow is 
dishing up a half-hour of luncheon 
music from Yoeng’s chow meinery 
in Times Square, New York. The 
contrast, although only three hours, 
seems more marked in that the 
local breakfast time is coincident 
with Broadway’s luncheon hour. 

Bigelqw, remembered from his 





NBC-MCA CONFERENCES | Whiteman on Stage Jan, ] 
IN CHI MOVE TO N. Y. 





Paul Whiteman will return 


to the 
stage with his orchestra Jan. 1. He 
Chicago, Nov. 9. has arranged with NBC to continue 


After several weeks of prelim- 
inary feelers by both camps on the 
New York end, the NBC Artists 
Service chief execs and a cohort of 
MCA title holders headed by Presi- 
dent J. C. Stein came together in 


broadcasting for the network by 
hook-up wherever playing, 
Charlie Morrison is negoti 


ati 
with RKO for Whiteman. - 





“hh 3 . *,9 ” 
Chicago last week for the final i t] R 
working out of the co-operative es t s iwals 
booking deal. With both sides eiicieiaia 

leery of the outcome, explanation 


(Continued, from page 1) 
given out by the network and MCA 


publicity departments was that the 
meeting was being held merely to 
draw up a list of bands available 
for booking into the Lucky Strike 
program. 

Considerable comment was evoked 
by the fact that Stein had prevailed 


spend for theatre tickets. It wag 
shown recently that 16,000 Speaks 
have entertainment of one kind or 
another in the city of New York, 
People contemplating theatre often 
go to the class eating and drink. 


ing places. It is a case of one more 


upon the NBC Artists Service |4tink or the band will strike up 
heads, Jeorge Engels and Ed and diners start to hoof. The clock 
Schueing, to journey to Chicago ticks on and it is well past theatre 
and continue the dickering on | me. 


Ticket brokers are not setting the 
high prices of other seasons. Some 
of the agencies are lucky to get by. 
Last week the biggest call in the 
agencies was for the Palace vaude. 
ville show (Cantor and Jessel ap- 
pearing) but the brokers swore they 
could not get more than a dollar 
over the box office price, with some 
locations commanding $2 premium 
and one pair going high at $11. They 
claimed most of the sales of Palace 
tickets were at the regulation 75- 
cent advance. 


MCA’s home grounds. At the Satur- 
day’s meeting the MCA side of the 
table was occupied by Stein, Wil- 
liam Goodheart, manager of the 
New York office, Carl Kramer, 
treasurer, and Charles Miller, one of 
the vice-presidents and western 
booking manager. 

Today Engels and Schening left 
for New York. Stein will follow 
later this week to continue negotia- 
tions. 

Original proposition offered by 
Engels for MCA’s consideration as- 
signed to the indie band booking 
outfit the exclusive right to all hotel 
jobs under contract to the network, 











Pathe-Radio Merger ~ 


with the added assurance of a chain Thu 

hookup for all MCA bands wherever (Continued from page 4) Ir 

possible. In return the Stein coterie | {hat the Pathe studio in Hollywood 

was to yield all rights to cuts On| may pass into the General Electric ‘ 

commercial program and theatre] group, from RKO, also of that : 

engagements obtained by the NBC | coterie, with G. E. or one of its P 

Artists Service for MCA bands. subs taking it over at around §2,. bee: 

Kenneway Surprise 000,000 for classroom and educas witl 
Faction that got the hardest jolt | tional film making. 

of surprise when news of possible The Marcus statement: 

hookup between NBC and MCA got New York, Nov. 5. 

out, was the quartet of partners in The following changes in saleg A 

Kennaway, Inc. Early last July the personnel of RKO-Pathe Pictures ri 

network and the latter booking or- and RKO Radio Pictures are an- 7 
rapa ; ; nounced by Lee Marcus. These shif 

ganization entered into a split com- changes will be effective Monday, the 

mission booking arrangement. At Nov. 9. bec! 

the time it was explained that the Ned E. Depinet will be general H 

get-together was merely a verbal | salesmanager for the western por- wee 


tion of the country, with Cresson E. 
Smith as his assistant. Charles 
Rosenzweig will be general sales- 
manager for the eastern portion of 
the country, with Jerome Safron as M 


agreement to book each other's 
bands and provide ether release for 
Kennaway units in all local and out 
of town spots. Consummation of 
the understanding was followed by 


/ ; . his assistant. Both will maintain Ho; 
Kennaway releasing one of its part- | their headquarters in New York. 15. 
ners, Gerald Barry, to take charge Harry C. Cohen will be western sam 
of the network’s local band booking | division manager; W. E. Callaway, Ik 
division. It also assigned one of | southern division manager; E. Nov 
its bookers, George L. Ackerman, to | McEvoy, midwest division manager, N 
work under Barry. About six weeks | 29d Harry Michaelson, eastern di- mar 

vision manager. — 


ago Barry suffered a nervous break- 
down and is still in a hospital. 

Although Kenneway during the 
run of the agreement has got little 
business from network sources, it 
has been under the impression NBC 
was entirely satisfied with the 
service it was getting from the 
other end. 


A. H. Schnitzer will be short 
subject sales manager, with head- 
quarters in New York. 

The following men have been see 
lected as branch managers in the _ 
cities indicated, with the idea in OF 
mind of retaining an equal balance 
of personnel between the two come 
panies in positions of responsibility. 
It is the further intention to carry 
out this same though throughout 
the entire reorganization and con- 








Inside Stufl—Radio 





at the congress. 


testifying to its value. 


last week. 


time off to cue in the band. 


y 


Flushing, second half of last week. 





Complaint was voiced at the fourth annual Catholtc Congress on 
Cinema and Radio, held recently at Paris in connection with the Colo- 
nial Exposition, that too often the radio post that can best be heard by 
missionaries in the Far East is Moscow. Radio in the Russian capital, 
as well as elsewhere in that country, 
Government, and Moscow is the central point for the broadcasting of 
communistic and atheistic propaganda, 

The value of radio in missionary work in distant lands was stressed 
Missionaries present at the conference extolled 
benefits, while many others wrote letters from Japan, China and Syria 


Sdouard Belin, French engineer and inventor of telephotography, paid 
tribute to the Vatican radio station and its director, Father Gianfran- 
chesi. M. Belin told the delegates about the new telephotography system 
being installed in the Vatican station. 


When Sidney Solomon refused to let Ed Duchir’s band leave the Cen- 
tral Park Casino for a few minutes to broadcast with Walter Winchell 
Winchell was forced to sub with Ruth Etting. 

Solomon wouldn't let Winchell take the band from the Casino, but 
wanted them to cue in Duchin while at the Casino. La Gerardine, the 
radio advertiser, refused to do this on the ground that it would take 


Aggrivating 
GBS publicity department was floored when it got a look at an ad in 
a Flushing daily announcing the appearance of Kate Smith at RKO’'s 


Advertisement showed a picture of Kate Smith singzine through a mike. 
And on the mike were the letters NBC, 


Park Central days, has the same | solidation. 
type of smooth dansapation andj] . Branch Manager. rome 
does not become too blatant or | 4}bany °. = =e Pathe 
torrid, considering the noontime of | Roston R. C. Cropper Pathe 
the day. As a result, even as early | Buffalo R. Mochrie Pathe 
as 9 a. m. in a newspaper office, the — N. C. 4 tS _— ‘ised a 
smooth style of music falls easy on | Ginciee 4, 8. C. Jacques Pathe 
the ear, contrasted to the local | cleveland A. Mertz Radio 
marathon of jazz disks at all hours. | Dallas L. E. Harrington Radio ' 
Abel. Denver J. H. Ashby —_ 
Des Moines B. J. McCarthy Rad 
Detroit Nat Levy 4 
Indianapolis R. E. Churchill Ler 
Jacksonville H. M. Lyons a 
Kansas City T. R. Thompson | Kara 
Los Angeles J. H. McIntyre hee 
Memphis P. M. Baker Ra “4 
Milwaukee A. N. Schmidtz noe 
Minneapolis M. J. Frisch os 
New Haven Nat Furst eae 


New Orleans G. C. Brown 


New York R. S. Wolff the 
Oklahoma City R. B. Williams Pa 4 
Omaha Lou Elman = 
Philadelphia Sam Rosen = 
Pittsburgh Cleve Adams Re 
Portland, Ore. H. L, Percy Pathe 
is under control of the Soviet | St. Louis R. V. Nolan ae 
Salt Lake City T. J. Walsh Radio 
San Francisco G. Wm. Wolf Radio 
Seattle E. A. Lamb 4i0 
Sioux Falls S. W. Fitch Ra 


* L. McNamee 


bxf 9 


Washington ; P the 
The actual physical moving in 
various exchange centers will Ld 
accomplished in the very near fu 

ture. 


its 


Cincinnati, Nov. 9. 

Exchanges here of the Radio and 
Pathe have been combined Wi 
Stanley Jackson as manager ® 
Ralph Kinsler as general sales man- 
ager. The quarters at 1634 Cen 
Parkway are being retained. os 

Jackson was in charge of : 
Pathe branch and Kinsler served ~ 
manager of the Radio branch in th 
district. 


aiiaiaal! s 
Bobby Gross replaced Charle 
Varian as Santley Bros. coast rep. 








Leon Kramer orchestra a or 
Wednesday (11) at the Hotel EB 
son, New York. 

MUSIC 
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Robbins Says Cut-In 
Is General and Soc. 
Charges Prejudiced 


If the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers fines 
Robbins Music on the charge of 
preaking the cut-in resolution, the 
publisher may withdraw from the 
society. Robbins says it is burned 
up over the action of the society. 
It claims it is being made the butt 
of an attempt to frighten other so- 
ciety members into abiding by the 
no cut-in ruling adopted seven 
months ago. 

For the past two years all Rob- 
bins songs have been copyrighted in 
the name of Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer, 
with the American Society acting 
under a verbal agreement with Rob- 
bins. It is claimed by Robbins that 
this method is unsatisfactory to the 
American Society, which wants 
Metro to join the society. On these 
grounds, states Robbins, its last 
quarter-annual payment from the 
society, amounting to about $9,000 
has been held up by the American 
Society. Metro attorneys are now 








communicating with the American 
Society for the latter to forward 
this to Robbins, or stand legal 
action. 
New and Old 
Kay McKay opened at the Ritz 
Hotel, Philadelphia, floor show 


Thursday (5). 
In for two weeks, 





Spitalny with Durium 

Phil Spitalny, band leader, has 
been placed in charge of recordings 
with the Durium Record Company. 





Levant in Milwaukee 
Chicago, Nov. 9. 
After 10 weeks at the College Inn, 
where he doubled on the in-between 
shifts for Ben Bernie an offer from 


the Club Madrid, Milwaukee, has 
beckoned Phil Levant. 

He will be in Milwaukee six 
weeks. 





ENGAGEMENTS 

Marjorie White, Edna Wallace 
Hopper, Inc., inaugural, CBS, Nov. 
15. Following week, Nov. 22, 
same broadcast, Jack Pearl. 

Irene Bordoni on Ponds, 
Nov. 20. 

Nancy Carroll, Nov. 12, Fleisch- 
mann, NBC. 


ANOTHER RECORD! 
2678 LISTENERS-IN 
OF RADIO STATION 
KPO SAN FRANCISCO 
wrote voluntary letters 
of appreciation after 
hearing “SONGLAND'S 
PENNANT WINNERS” 


BERNARD 
SHENRIE 


Thanks. 
‘to Manager 


Jack Gross 


NBC, 


















@ This week RKO Theatre, Los 


Angeles—RKO Intact 53 
BE SSE BEE FA 








NBC Beats Newspapers 
In Election Returns 


San Francisco, Nov. 9. 

Radio scored over the press in 
returning last week's ,unicipal 
elections returns and now the 
dailies are squawking to city fath- 
ers over reported favoritism grant- 
ed NBC in securing the results. 
NBC set up its mikes right be- 
side the vote tabulating machines in 
the city hall and had returns on the 
air even before newshounds in the 
press room had their hands on bul- 
letins. Radio beat the press as 
much as half an hour. Daily men 
were forced to wait in a room next 
to the vote counting machine while 
NBC men were sitting right on the 
spot. 

NBC tied up with Hearst’s a. m. 
‘Examiner’ in giving out the info, 
and put it on the air over KGO andl 
KYA, 

‘Chronicle,’ owning a half interest 
in KPO, went to sleep on the job, 
only putting on returns at spas- 
modic intervals. 





Ager, Bornstein Buying 
Yellen’s Share in Firm 


The music publishing firm of 
Ager, Yellen & Bornstein will, ac- 
cording to Ben Bornstein, shortly be 
owned by Milton Ager and himself. 
They will purchase the third now 
held by Jack Yellen, who produced 
the ‘You Said It’ musical and wishes 
to continue groducing. 

Papers have not been signed as 
yet. The publishing trio have not 
been the best of friends since 1925, 
when trouble arose over a ‘Sally’ 
song. Bornstein believes an agree- 
ment will be reached within the 
next two weeks, after which he and 
Ager will continue the firm under 
the same title. 





3 Years Enough 
Chicago, Nov. 9. 
Blue Fountain Room of the La 
Sallé Hotel drops its dance band 
Nov. 18. 
Husk O’Hare goes out. 





DURKIN’S SWITCH 


Jimmie Durkin, band and orches- 
tra manager for Donaldson, Doug- 
las & Gumble, switched to Joe Mor- 
ris Music yesterday (Monday). 

Durkin will be b. and o. man for 
Morris. 





Davis-Akst Pic Tune 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
New song goes in ‘Husband’s Holi- 
day’ at Paramount. It is ‘What Price 
Love?’ 
Written by Benny Davis and 
Harry Akst, freelances. 





First Femme Plugger 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Coast has its first femme song 
plugger in Leona Zadeck, who 
started as sec. to Con Conrad. 
With Conrad east and Dave Sil- 
verstein and Jack Gordeen out of 
the firm, Leona has taken over the 
reins and is currently in San Fran- 
cisco, spotting plugs for the firm. 





Sheetleggers Fined 

Chicago, Nov. 9. 
Racketeering of copyright song 
sheets struck a snag here when 
Judge William Brooks of the Boys’ 
Court fined Samuel Gordon $100 and 

Charles Paul $25 for illegal sale. 
Street hawkers have been crop- 
ping out in large numbers lately, 
peddling a revised form of song 
sheets where the original ccpy- 

righted lyrics are slightly altered. 





Kaufman L. A. M. C. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 9. 
New m.c, for Loew’s State is Sam 
Jack Kaufman who opens Nov. 18. 
Kaufman was at the Fox Brook- 
lyn until the advent of the Abe 
Lyman band there, 





Radio’s Billy Tune 
Culver City, Nov. 9. 
Latest song out of a RKO-Pathe 
film to be published is ‘At the End 
of the Trail,’ by Bernie Grossman 














and Arthur Lange, latter head of 
Pathe music, with Feist issuing. 

Number is used in ‘Freighters 
Destiny,’ western. 


of 





W-A Airing Organ 
Waldorf-Astoria organ goes on 
the air daily over WJZ, beginning 
Nov. 15. George Latch, former the- 
atre organist, will be at the console. 
Waldorf-Astoria is equipped with 
two organs, 








WARNERS SELL 
BRUNSWICK CO. 


Brunswick, admitted by Warner- 
ites to have been that firm’s most 
costly subsidiary, is to change 
hands, By the end of this week the 


American Recording Corp. expects 
to officially announce outright pur 
chase of Brunswikk. 

Warner men recently attributed 
$8,000,000 checked up to losses on 
the purchase and operation of 
Brunswick, where it was originally 
acquired for its radio patents and 
| phonograph factory, as well as a 


i huge laboratory, depreciation is ad- 


mitted as coming from all directions. 
Featuring in this was the definite 
trend of the picture industry away 
from disc to sound-on-film record- 
ing. Warners was the last com- 
pany to abandon disc. 

No details on the Brunsvwick- 
American deal were available. 


Radio Ges Plugs—Yes, 
And Takes Com—Plenty 


Publishers pay more to radio to 
have their songs played than radio 
pays publishers for the right to use 
the songs. It is estimated that a 


little less than 50% of the publish- 


ers’ total income through the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers is derived 
from radio. Since Class A pub- 


lishers last year each received $45,- 
000 from the society, it is estimated 
that about $20,000 came from radio. 

But the majority of publishers 
paid out much more than that to 
radio to have their songs plugged, 
in the way of bribes, putting art- 
ists and orchestra leaders on the 
payroll, cut-ins, expensive blowouts, 
theatre parties, etc. 

In publishing circles it is reported 
one publisher gave close to $100,000 
for the year to radio artists for 
plugs. This is about four times 
more than this publisher received 
from radio for the use of his cata- 
log. It is the same with the ma- 
jority of the other publishers also, 
whether Class A, or less, each in 
proportion to their earnings from 
me sh &. oa FF. 


Another Loss 


Publishers instead of profiting by 
performing fees from radio have 
simply added another expense ac- 
count on the books that is costing 
them more than they are receiving 
from the same source, To date, ra- 
dio, instead of adding to the profits 
of a publisher, has added to his 
expense. 

NBC and CBS are_ reported 
aware of this situation, but will do 
nothing about it unless the Ameri- 
can Socfety requests their aid. 
Otherwise they won’t meddle. 

Sheet music is still the main 
source of income to a publisher. One 
hit song makes as much and some- 
times more than the Class A pub- 
lishers would receive from the so- 
ciety for a year. Radio now is the 
chief medium for developing a hit 
and publishers are therefore will- 
ing to pay for it. 


Show Boat Has Couvert 


A showboat will open on Tiogue 
Twin Lakes near West Warwick, 
local authorities agree. 

The showboat with cabaret and 
dancing is to be the only place in 
these parts where there will be a 
cover charge. 











Orchestras Move 


With the present engagement of 
Abe Lyman and band at the Fox, 
Brooklyn, there will be no house or- 
chestra there until further notice. 

Nine of the 17 men under Jack 
{oth there have been taken by Roth 
to Fox’s Savoy in Brooklyn. 

Roth’s going to the Savoy meant 
the elimination of the director, Phil 
Lampkin and his band. 





WITTSTEIN’S MIAMI CLUB 
New Haven, Nov. 9. 
Eddie Wittstein’s bind goes to the 
Surf Club, Miami Beach, Fla., for a 
14 weeks’ siay opening New Year's 
Eve. 
On the way south the outfit will 
play return dates at Winston- 


Salem, N. C. 





! 
} 





|} out 





Pubs’ Own Committee 
For Unemployed Relief 


Music publishing industry has 
been asked to contribute $10,000 
toward the national unemployment 
relief fund. A sub-committee of 
the national unemployment commit- 
tee, headed by Harold Flammer of 
G. Schirmer & Co., has been ap- 
pointed to oversee contributions of 
the music publishers, with other 
sub-committees to take up contrib- 
utions from among the piano and 
organ industries. 

At a meeting of 
lishers’ Protective 
publishers were 
how much they could raise 
among their employees and them- 
selves. The relief fund will be ex- 
tended to include all music pub- 
lishers, not only those who are 
members of the M. P. P. A. 


the Music 
Association, 


requested 


Pub- 
the 


to find 





Paine to Court Over 
Erpi Seat Tax Suit 


John Paine has placed the matter 


of collecting the bootleg seat tax 
from RCA, estimated as amounting 
to about $750,000, in the hands of 
his attorney, J. Francis Gilbert. 
Paine is agent and trustee for the 
publishers under the RCA and 


ERPT agreements. 

RCA refused to pay the tax, de- 
nying contractual obligations. Boot- 
leg seat tax is for all theatres where 
RCA films with music have been 
shown during the past three years 
on other equipment. 

It is possible that Paine may also 
be forced into litigation over the 
same matter with ERPI, which owes 
the publishers an estimated $400,000. 
ERPI’s statement that it did not 
owe the publishers any bootleg seat 
taxes was made in court two weeks 
ago at the hearing of the Sam Fox 
Music suit. 





$10,000 FLOOR SHOW 


Record by Gaming Casino in New 
Orleans 





New Orleans, Nov. 9. 

Club Forrest, local night club and 
resort, is spending $10,000 a week 
on its floor show. This is probably 
the largest entertainment overhead 
for any every-night non-member- 
ship spot in the world. 

The club is buying its talent in 
New York through a _ Broadway 
agent, Lou Irwin, with the latter on 
a regular commission basis for the 
acts only. 

Texas Guinan and her girl act are 
due at the Forrest Nov. 25 for two 
weeks at $7,500 a week for this act 
only, without a band. Ann Green- 
way and Gus Arnheim’s orchestra 
are the combination for the two 
weeks commencing Dec. 9. 





SECRET LET OUT 


General terms of the basic mini- 
mum contract of the Songwriters’ 
Protective Association were dis- 
closed to the publishers at a meet- 
ing of the Music Publishers’ Protec- 
tive Association last week, 

M. P. P. A. decided to leave nego- 
tiations with the S.P.A. in the hands 
of the board of directors. Latter 
will present its opinion to the S.P.A. 
in writing. 





NBC Stalled for 
A Year in Chicago, 
Acts Complain—Fired 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

NBC's latest swinging of the dis- 
ciplinary axe among its staff enter- 
tainers caught six heads, and now 
peace reigns in the precincts of 
the network’s local studios, but not 
contentment, Decapitated top- 
pieces helonged to three male har- 
mony teams who made the mistake 
of raising their voices in 
against the deal they've been get- 
ting from the chain's artist service. 

Network tried letting out one of 
the teams, Al Cameron and Pete 
Bontsema, without notice, but the 
Chicago Federation of Musicians 
stepped in and ordered that the boys 
be given an additional two weeks. 
Other two teams, whose names were 
lopped off the artist bureau’s list 
were Chuck and Ray and Ford and 
Wallace. Because they hold a con- 
tract direct with the commercial, 
Chuck and Ray will continue with 
the Montgomery & Ward broadcast 
daily over the network that 
disowns them. 





protest 


now 


Let-out of Al and Pete climaxed 
10 months of waiting to get into 
the commercial money. Warblers 


claim that when NBC weaned them 
away from Columbia in early Janu- 
ary of the current year they were 
fed all sorts of promises, scant few 
of which materialized. They were 
prevailed to work on a flock of sus- 


taining programs for insignificant 
money, with the assurance that 
enough commercials would be ob- 


tained for them to make up for it. 
Lubrication 

During the ten-month stretch, say 
Al and Pete, they were let in on 
only four commercial auditions. 
Whenever they got leary about the 
efforts the NBC Artists Service was 
expanding in their behalf, they 
were smothered with assurances 
they would soon be taken care of 
with several big-paying commer- 
cials. 

About a month ago when they 
found that they weren't included 
in the auditions held for prospective 
commercials and that the publicity 
department cut down mention of 
them to an occasional line or two, 
the team asked for satisfaction. 
Their discontent spread to the 
other harmony teams who had been 
getting a similar runaround. 

Report of the prevailing dissatis- 
faction was relayed to the network's 
New York headquarters, by persons 
other than the local top execs, and 
New York issued orders to give the 
warbling teams here a disciplinary 
housecleaning. 

Al and Pete refused to take the 
two days’ notice. Latter appealed 
to the musicians union, of which he 
is a member, and under pressure 
from that source, the network ex- 
tended the ousting date to Nov. 14. 


Leader Cleared 


Louisville, Nov. 9. 

Charges of conversion against 
George H. Felman, 29, leader of the 
‘Merry Gang’ orchestra, formerly 
employed at the Brown theatre, 
were dismissed in Police Court 
when Felman’s attorney explained 
that the musicians were hired by 
Felman and not the theatre. 

Ten members of the band had 
sworn to warrants charging Ftlman 
with appropriating $500 in salary 
due them, 











LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 








| JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY | 
An is 
SYMPHO-SYNCOPATORS 


Incorporated 
Just finished 20 sensational weeks at 
Hotel Gibson and WLW, Cincinnati. 
Now En Route Ohio 
Theatres and Ballrooms 
Warner's, Portsmouth, O., This Week 
For Open Time Address D. A. Moore, 
1402 Fountain Square Bidg., Cincinnati 





JACK CRAWFORD) 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Carrently Featured at 


GEO. OLSEN’S CLUB 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 
Direction—Music Corp. of Amer. 











Longest title of the season is the 
new handle for the Bernard Shaw 
biography by Frank Harris. Goes 
like this: ‘Bernard Shaw by Frank 
Harris, An Unauthorized Biography 


3Zased On First Hand Information 
With a Postscript by Mr. Shaw.’ 





| TED LEWIs | 


STATE, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
Exclusive Columbia Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Personal Representative 
H,. HAROLD GUMM 
1540 Broadway. New York 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 
AND HIS MUSIC 


Now Playing at 
THE CLUB RICHMAN 








Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AM. 


| MAX FISHER | 








AND HIS CALIFORNIANS 
Touring RKO Circuit 
Exclusively WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 





Palace Theatre Bidg., New York 
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Englewood 
Only eight acts last Tuesday eve. 


Nine scheduled but one failed to 
show and nobody was mad. Way 
the bill was scrambled made dis- 


tinction impossible between the reg- 


ulars and showings who couldn’t be 
told apart. Usually can’t anyway. 

Attendance was good, which is in- 
dication enough that the Tuesday 
night previews here continue to be 
popular with the audience at least. 
For the actors it’s another story, a 
yarn so complicated it has yet to 
be unfolded. 

Meanwhile it’s a wonder where all 
these acts come from, From rank 
amateurs to veteran professionals. 
Downey and Claridge, for example, 
is certainly not new. Downey is of 
the old Joe Jackson hoke bike 
school and he pulls everything for 
all it’s worth. 

Duke Kamakua, Hawaiian guitar- 
ist, also carries along a girl, but for 
a different purpose. He compares 
her to a seething volcano in heat 
and when she shakes under a grass 
skirt is probably surprised to see 
no smoke. And the guitar alone 
doesn’t mean a thing. 

Three Kings and Queen, harmony 
foursome, as the name implies, start 
off a bit differently but then fall in 
line with so many othér small time 
singing acts. Three men carry 
nothing but canes, and better use 
might be found for them, too. 

Snowball and Willie (New Acts) 
are a couple of radio lads with 
blackface comedy to sell. They 
haven't yet found the proper con- 
veyance for vaude if that’s what 
they want. Jack Russell, who used 
to do blackface with Eddie Leonard 
and later in an F.&M. unit, has dis- 
carded the makeup and is now 
strictly himself. Russell would do 
well to drop most of his gagging 
and unnecessary patter while de- 





voting mainly to his dancing. He 


is okay in that department and has 
a neat appearance to back it up. 
Bookings like the Indian band on 
this layout is just another erroneous 
example. Nobody seemed to know 
where they came from and why. If 
any Indian outfit was ever a fake 
it’s this one. Outside of two or 
three real American redskins the 
rest are probably just layoff musi- 
cians around here. 

Gifford and Pearl provided the 
nearest thing to actual vaude on 
this frolic. Gifford has been around 
for years trying everything and with 
several partners. He did only one 
thing here, entirely unnecessary, 
that may expel him from further 
work, if he doesn’t take the bit out. 
In a piece of business with the girl 
he kisses her on the mouth and then 
reverses the order with about as 
much subtlety as a trained seal, 
Bytonettes (New Acts) turned out 
six pair of boys and girls that made 
a nice closer, even without any 
visible marks of production around 
the act. That’s what this dance en- 
semble needs right now. 

‘Mother’s Millions’ (U.) on the 
screen. Span. 





Two picture houses, closed during 
the operators’ tiff, reopening. Bugg 
and Metro, both north side. 





Wallace Mayer doubling at the 
local United Artists exchange as of- 
fice manager and booker, replacing 
Joe Abramson and Anne Cushman. 





George Meredith organizing a 
dramatic stock company for the 
Princess, Fort Dodge, Ia. 





Civic group arranging a_ stock 
company for the Terminal theatre, 
Oklahoma City. 





Wesley. Barry and Francis X. 
Bushman in town for a number of 
local and midwest personal appear- 
ances. 





Going Places 





(Continued from page 48) 


out a becoming hat, or discover a 
dress whose skirt hangs evenly. 
Juliette Compton, the society girl 
who, unlike poor Miss Hobart, 
knows what to say when asked at 
a gay party ‘What do you think of 
Stravinsky ?’—uses a powerful lot 
of blackening on her eyelids and 
eyebrows. She goes at it with such 
vigor that her face assumes the 
subtlety of a painted mask, but 
then, she is the story’s menace, and 
works very hard at it. She’s most 
menacing in her white satin dress 
with lace insertions where it swoops 
close to her figure in curves. 
Florence Britton plays a forthright 
sister with a deal of intensity. 





Nickle Plated Sin 

What good is a penthouse, the 
femmes who see ‘Tip-off’ would like 
to know, without at least a colored 
maid to dust it and shake a cocktail 
now and then? A penthouse, and 
no swooning divans? Ginger Rogers 
and Robert Armstrong in it without 
benefit of clergy until the happy 
ending, and no modernistic furni- 
ture; no silken bedspreads? 

Miss Rogers didn’t do so well by 
herself, if that’s all she gets out of 
her illicit partnership with a world’s 
championship prizefight contender. 
Poor little thing, she has_ to 
work darned hard for even such 
modest bed and board. She is the 
genius who puts those big words 
into the mouth of her mate when 
he’s giving out statements to the 
press, she has to be sympathetic 
when his feet hurt, she has to 
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‘A Dangerous Affair” 
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soothe his pugnacious jealousy, but 
perhaps she really loves him. Only 
love could keep such a pretty little 
thing content with a well worn 
brocaded velvet negligee or happy 
surrounded by a Grand Rapids bed- 
room ‘suite.’ 

Her black velvet dance dress, 
fitted caressingly and hung with 
rhinestones at the neck is ali the 
loot she has, despite her deserts. 
Joan Peers, at whom a gangster 
casts longing eyes, has to work ina 
flower shop for her living. While 
she is just the sort of wide-eyed in- 
nocent that pictures’ gangsters have 
the habit of preferring, she too goes 
about in garments of admirable re- 
straint, not at all the lavish mag- 
nificence expected of a gangster’s 
moll. 

Neither of these girls, it seems, 
see pictures themselves, or else they 
wouldn’t be so easily satisfied. 
Prizefighters’ gals and gangsters’ 
babes have been working hard for a 
long time, building up to picture 
audiences the luxury they feel is 
their just due, but ‘The Tip-off’ 
wants them to start in at the bot- 
tom again. 





H’yw’d Halloween 





(Continued from page 48) 


tan and Ernst Klapholtz’s Sunday 
afternoon party which developed 
into an all-nite session. 

George Arliss at a night club is 
news. He and his wife, together 
with June Collyer and her hubby, 
Stuart Erwin, and also Irene Dunne, 
were at the Hotel Roosevelt Blos- 
som Room the other night. Miss 
Collyer was in ‘Alexander Hamilton’ 
with Arliss. 

The Niven Busches are enjoying 
California. Niven is at the Warner 
studio under contract, having for- 
saken the staff of the ‘New Yorker.’ 

Marlene Dietrich has her name 
printed in large letters on her chif- 
fon hankies. 














“THE STANDARD 


ENGRAVING (|: 





Clara Strauss wore a striking 
midnight blue crepe gown with bag, 
handkerchief and slippers of crim- 
son. 

Dorothy Speare, the writer, now 





with Paramount, has a lovely voice. 
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(Continued from page 10) 


cret Service’ (Radio) and vaude. 
A light $17,500. Last week $21,700 
on Estelle Taylor and ‘The Tipoft’ 
(Pathe) okay. 


Keith’s (4,000; 35-50) ‘Way Back 
Home’ (Radio). Will do indifferent 
$19,000. Last week ‘Platinum 


Blond’ (Col) very low at $12,500. 


Loew’s State (4,000; 50-60) ‘The 
Guardsman’ (M-G) and_ vaude. 
Around weak $19,000, despite un- 
limited advertising. Last week 
‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) only 
$18,800. 


Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60) ‘Yellow 
Ticket’ (Fox). Should hit close to 
a good $9,000. Last week ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (Fox) grabbed $8,600. 


SHORTS GIVE SEATTLE 
LIBERTY A BIG $7,500 


Seattle, Nov. 9. 
(Drawing population, 500,000) 

Liberty, local indie house, making 
a big fuss over its shorts, playing 
’em strong in the publicity. First 
time here of Bing Crosby in Sennett 
two-reeler, ‘I Surrender Dear,’ gets 
tops position in billing, with feature, 
‘Convicted,’ below it. Liberty also 
making something over stars in 
‘Snapshots’ and Krazy Kat Kartoon. 
At the sub houses, two nights week- 
ly J-V using vaude and proving okay 
stimulant. No lift in prices, 
Hamrick houses doing fairly. 
Hamrick is honest in advertising, 
and on his screen is something like 
this: ‘If our picture some weeks is 
not as good as our competitors, we 
expect you to select the best.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35-50) 
—‘Cuban’ (M-G). Going better; may 
do $11,000; spending extra $500 on 
ads. Last week ‘Yellow Ticket’ 
(Fox) dropped to $8,000. 
Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,400; 25-60)— 
‘Once a Lady’ (Par). Ruth Chat- 
terton means something, makes 
this week look for good $13,500. Last 
week ‘Wallingford’ (M-G) $14,400. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
50)—‘Platinum Blond’ (Col). Fair 
at around $5,000. Last week ‘Ex- 
pensive Women’ (WB) about same. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50)—"Mad Genius’ (WB). Barry- 
more has his following, a fair $5,000. 
Last week, second of ‘Unholy Gar- 
den’ (UA), fell down to $4,000; indi- 
cates this is no longer a good sec- 
ond week town. 
Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
(2,000; 15-30)—‘Convicted’ (Ind). 
Bing Crosby short played up, the 
shorts helping make this a good 
week; indicates 7,$500, big. Last 
week, ‘In Line of Duty’ did $5,600, 
oke, 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 
‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Looks fair for $10,000. Last 
‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col) 
$9,700. 


Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)— 
‘Mary Ann’ (Fox). Split week with 
‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) and fine $3,500 in 
sight. Last week ‘Young As You 
Feel’ (Fox) and ‘Bad Girl‘ (Fox) 
$3,100. 


COLORED BAND H. 0. AT 
PAR, B’KLYN, TO $41,000 


Brooklyn, Nov. 9. 


Radio acts are naturals here, with 
Abe Lyman doing noble work at the 
Fox, and Cab Caloway’s band, in 
second week at the Par, producing 
good results. 

‘Once a Lady’ is the feature at 
the Par, plus the colored band, which 
should bring in about $41,000. Fox, 
with ‘Yellow Ticket’ and stage show, 
looks like $28,000, fair. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount—‘Once a Lady’ (Par) 
(4,000; 25-35-50-75-85) and stage 
show. Picture so-so, but Calloway’s 
second and final week here means 
draw. Figures around $41,000, oke. 
Last week ‘Girls About Town’ (Par) 
$50,200, excellent. 

Fox—‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) (4,000; 
25-35-50-65) and stage show. Abe 
Lyman’s band aiding for $28,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) 
$28,600. 

Albee —‘Bad Company’ 
(3,700; 25-35-50-75) and vaude. 
Helen Twelvetrees, local gal and 
means some business; $26,000; Bert 
Lahr heading vaude. Last week 
‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio) and 
—e Sisters on stage, only $20,- 
000. 

Strand—’Five Star Final’ (WB) 
(2d week) (2,500; 25-35-50)—Drop- 
ping to about good $15,000 this week. 
Last week same flicker brought in 
$24,700, big. 

Loew’—‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) (3,- 














(Pathe) 


500; 25-35-50) and vaude. Should 
do 27,000. Last week, ‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA), $24,100. 





Sheld-Belmont Dissolve 


Herman Sheld and Frank Belmont 
have separated as vaude agency 
partners, 





——— 
—————s 














HOLLYWOOD 


and Los Angeles 


“Variety's” Office, 6282 Hollywood Blivd., at Vine St. (Taft Bldg.) 
Phone Hollywood 6141 








Phil Goldstone is at law to collect 
on a $5,000 note from Charles H. and 
Al E. Christie. Three-month note 
given July 1. 





Reginald Denny wants the courts 
to tell Universal to pay him for 
talker rights to his story, ‘Now Ill 
Tell One,’ or let him have the story. 
Denny sold it for ‘$1 and considera- 
tions’ in June, 1927, before dialog 
rights were an issue. 





William Horsley is building a new 


i 5 





$8,000 concrete storage vault at hig 
laboratories on Beachwood drive, 





Consolidated lab is auctio ming oft 
the print of ‘Black Water’ to cover 
a $4,061 bill. British Dominions 
— has the negative in Lon- 
don 





Booked for Fanchon & Marco’s 
‘Slavic’ Idea are Sam Hearn, Seven 
Arconians, and Brock and Thomp.« 
son. 

Unit, staged by Gae Foster, opens 
Wednesday (11) at Loew's State, 





Uncommon Chatter 


(Continued from page 48) 
incense burner, a fancy clock, a 
magnificent ashtray, but the small 
boys know what's really lurking 
within all these objects. Micro- 
phones, — microphones everywhere, 
to catch the victim's slightest whis- 
per; dictaphones to make perma- 
nent records of his downfall. All 
is not grandeur, either. The offices 
conceal hidden chambers wherein 
squealers are ushered, four bare, 
windowless steel walls with only a 
narrow slot in the door through 
which the master mind looks at his 
sniveling victims. They hear his 
voice pronouncing awful doom, then 
slink off to their horrible punish- 
ment—no chance to see his cruel 
face permitted them. They never 
know, poor things—and meanwhile 
the small boys gather swell new 
material for their daily gangster- 
cops fracas that absorbs them every 
afternoon on the vacant lot. 


Actresses mixed up in such an 
imbroglio must bury whatever in- 
dividuality is theirs in order to ‘ap- 
pear as if they believe the story. 
Should they make the mistake of 
seeming real, the whole fantasy 
would collapse. Loretta Young and 
Doris Kenyon are conscientiously 
careful, therefore, to behave like 
puppets and do not wonder at any of 
the incredible things they’re told to 
do or say. Miss Young, returning 
from ten years at school in France 
to the mansion of her racketeer fa- 
ther, tells her fiance the story of 
her life in between strokes of shuf- 
fleboard on the deck of the S. S. 
Europa. She finds employment 
teaching Miss Kenyon’s little son 
French, adopting for her governess 
uniform fragile frocks of printed 
chiffon with loose flowing sleeves. 


Miss Kenyon, whose real purpose 
in the drama is slightly obscured, 
smiles graciously at all times and 
gives generously of her arch charm, 
as if trying to make up to her be- 
holders for the bad line of her black 
crepe dress with the jagged white 
yoke. Both ladies decorate a film 
that doesn’t deserve them. 








More Franchises 





(Continued from page 33) 


additional franchies might have. 
The ruling still goes, Lubin stated, 
adding that if a Loew agent sub- 
mits an act elsewhere first, he will 
not be obliged to sell acts to Loew's 
in the future, 


The first call phase of the War- 
ner and Fox-F. & M. franchising 
appears to chiefly concern the in- 
die agents’ indirect contacts with 
RKO. Their alleged policy in the 
past has been to submit their acts 
to RKO agents for reaction from 
the RKO bookers, and then work on 
the outside accordingly. According 
to Warner and F. & M., this has 
been a salary booster for both RKO 
and the outside booking offices. 
Some indie agents have been 
charged with working the two sal- 
ary quotations against each other. 
This works to an act's benefit some- 
times, the bookers say, but more 
often lessens an act’s chance both 
at RKO and outside. 


What will happen when two of- 
fices in which an agent holds fran- 
chises both want an act at the same 
time, has not been decided. It 
would appear to leave the agent in 
the middle. But the booking of- 
fices optimistically say that such 
a situation if arising can be mutual- 
ly settled. 


Agents now holding Loew, War- 
ner and Fox-F. & M. franchises are: 
William Morris, Lyons & Lyons, 
Charles Yates, Leddy & Smith. 





Jerry Cargill, Eddie Meyers, Al 


TT, 


Grossman, Charlie Fitzpatrick and 
Meyer North, 
Agents with Warner and Fox-F, 


& M. franchises only are Ed Reilly 
and Herman Citron. Sam Baer. 
witz is franchised by Loew and 


Warner. Harry Pincus is Fox- F. é 
M. and Loew. 


The offices’ one-franchise 


agents 
are: Loew, Abe Thalheimer, Max 
Obendorf, Harry Mandel, Harry 


Shea, Joe Michaels and Alec Han. 
lon; Fox-F. & M., Harry Levine, 
Belle Friedman, Charles Grohs, 
Dave Solti (Wirth & Hamid) ana 
Joe Feinberg. None of Warners‘ 
agents is without franchises else. 
where. 

Non-franchised agents will call at 
the booking offices on a time gsche- 
dule. Fox-F. & M. has issued per. 
mission to 22 outsiders to submit 
acts on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

Neither Warner nor Fox-F, & M, 
is requesting exclusive representa. 
tion from the franchised agents, 
Both reserve the right to book with 
any agent or direct. 





The Agent Thing 

Growing favor of literary agents 
leaves hardly a scribbler of any 
type without a representative. 

Example was the phone request 
by a mag editor to a rhyme con- 
tributor for a four-line poem as a 
space filler. Poetess said the editor 
would have to see her agent, and 
meant it. Literary agenting a big 
business now, and in New York not 
a mean industry. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail te 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk, 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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Circus to Run 17 Days 


Chicago, Nov. 9. 

Indoor independent circus to be 
held again at the Stadium next year 
will have the dates April 7-24. This 
stretches the stay three days be- 
yond the two-week period this year. 
Will be known again as the Eu- 
ropean-Olymipic circus. 

Barnes & Carruthers agency | 
pooking, and backed by the Stadium 





corporation headed by Sidney 
Strotz. Likely that the date will 
clash with the Sells-Floto opening 


at the Coliseum across town. 

This year’s Stadium promotion 
succeeded in hurting Sells-Floto 
somewhat but did poorly itself due 
to bad routining and scant co-op- 
eration between stadium and show. 


Court Orders ‘101’ Sold, 
Ignores Miller Promise 


Kansas City, Nov. 9. 





Fred former 


Pittsburg 


Clarke, manager of 
National 


receiver 


the baseball 
team, the 
Miller Brothers’ 101 Ranch, at Pon- 
ca City, Oklahoma, has been ad- 
vised by Judge Claude Duvall, that 
the ranch should only be operated 
long enough to liquidate it. 

The court instructed Receiver 
Clarke to confer with mortgage 
holders relative to selling the ranch 
as a unit, if possible, or to sell it in 
tracts, and to confer with Lew 
Wentzin regarding a buyer for the 
‘101 Ranch’ Wild West show. 

No instructions were given by the 


and now for 


eourt regarding a pledge made to 
the court by Colonel Zack Miller 


that he would have $500,000 by Jan. 
20, with which to wipe out the in- 
debtedness. 

Properties to go under the ham- 
mer include the extensive. Miller 
ranch in Okla., and the 101 Circus, 
stranded last summer in Washing- 
ton. Ranch alone figured worth 
around a million. Fred Clark is aet- 
ing as receiver. 


Samaritan Gets His 


Birmingham, Nov. 9. 

George White, clown for Ringling 
Brothers-Barnum Bailey, is ready 
to quit being a Samaritan. At 
Chattanooga, Tenn., one Panzy Jean 
Geretta was docked by police on a 
charge of shop lifting. She said she 
had been with the Ringling show all 
season. White, living in Chatta- 
nooga, went down to the calaboose 
to question her. 

She claimed that she was a bar- 
back rider and joined the Ringling 
show at Windsor, Ontario, and left 
it at Middlesboro, Ky. White says 
the show did not play either town. 
When White questioned her too 
closely she lost her temper and 
cursed him, 





Nature’s Acoustics 


Denver, Nov. 9. 

Denver plans to build one of the 
largest outdoor ampitheatres in the 
U. S. in the Red Rocks park west 
of the city. The sage and band- 
stand will be built at the base of a 
huge rock which will serve as a 
sounding board. 

The efficiency of the stone board 
Was demonstrated when the city at- 
torney made a talk which was 
clearly heard by the city council at 
the opposite side of the natural 
ampitheatre. Ten thousand is pro- 
posed capacity. 


Bills Next Week 
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Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Beaux Arts Ramo & Ruth 
Louise De La Karee Mooney & N 
Beaux Arts . Wynne Ralph 





‘ Mart Beck Orch 
Central P’rk Casino Al . . 
Nut Club 
Morton Downey a ie ene 
Velos & Yolanda inne Etookenent 
Eddie Duchin Orch Loge Hartman's 
. ‘ Red Davis 
Connie’s Inn Jerry Bergen 
Fats Waller Bd Eton Boys 
Louise Cook tay O'Hara Orch 
— Green Oakland’s Terrace 
oe. ee Buddy Kennedy 
“ A ag 9 Parker & Babb 
Glennie Cheesman Ana Winston 
Paul Meeres Frances Mildren 
Snakehips Tucker Mack Owens Orch 
Lois Deppe ee : 
Hal Bokay ; Paramount Grill 
3 Sepia Songbirds | Gertrude Nieson 
3 Rhythm Kings Jimmy Ray 
Cotton Club Tulie Jenner 
Cab Calloway 3 Demons 
Leitha Hill Jeck & Betsy Re<«s 


>nuoks Rambicrs 
Club Plaza 


Aida Ward 
Cora La Redd 


seeping Lgorey Josephine Earl 
Swan & Lee Doyle & Dunn 
Anise Boyd 


George Sc 
Roy Atkins 1e0rge cotti 


Wells M'rd’cai & T| V@W Dolsoft 
Bailey & Wilson Russian Arts 
El Chico Misha Markoff 
Manuel Gomez Ba | Sascha Leonoff 
Carmencita Salazar | Gypsy_ Markoff 
Spavento Paul -Haakon 
Trio Crillos Balalaika Bd 
Brito Br'vo C’nsino Village Barn 
H’llyw’d Restaur’nt | Luther & Nell 
Maria Gamberelli Riley & Comfort 
Reri Warren & Davis 
Frank Hazard Un Josh Medders 
Dolores Ray Hollywood Horse 


Dave Abrams Orch 
Village Mill 


3 Speeds 
Caesar & Miml 
Al Katz Orch 


Ev'i'n Nesit Thaw 
Janssen Hofbrau | Ernie Goldman 
Nat Nazarro &r Lou Springer 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Doris Robbins 
Arthur Jarrett 

B & B Cappele 
Lucia Garcia 

Earl Burtnett Orch 


Edna Maa 
Jean Miles 
Al Handler Orch 

Mack’s Club 
Lou Blake 


Morris 


es 2 -@ 
Chub Alabam fo ae 
Henry Mack + Jean Burke 
Germaine LaPierre | xeith Beecher Or 
Sadie Moore . 
Mary Thorne Planet Mars 
Ann Barstow Texas Guinan 
Anton Lada. Orch Babe Fenton , 
College Inn Cherie & Tomasito 
D & D Dade Ralph Cooke 
Imogene Carpenter | Richard Lane 
Vivian Janis Bobby Carroll 
Cutler Sis Eula Jarvis 
Ben Bernie Orch Irving Sewitt Orch 
Colosimos Rubaliyat 


Mary Stone 
Herbie Vvoegel 
Jean Boaz 
Arthur Buckley 
Marian Moore 


Johnnie Lee 
Harry Linden 
Nino Nelson 
Eddie South Orch 
Show Boat 


Lucille & LaVerne Billie Read 
Evelyn Miller Elsie Du Monte 
Billy Rogers Sonny Read 
Eddie Perry Fraya Cratura 
Jimmy Meo Orch Cass Simpson Or 
Frolics Triangle 
A & N Selby Ray Reynolds 
Fuzzy Knight Patsy ‘& Mickey 


Kirby & Degage 
Juliet Starr 


Iris Monohan 
Lischeron & Adams 


Rita White Betty Tascot 
Gypsy Rhonja J Youngberg Orch 
Charlie Agnew Or Vanity Fair 


Sammy Walsh 

Nelle Nelson 

La Falette & Lav 

Ercelle Sis 

Babe Belmore 

Leo Wolf Orch 
Winter Garden 

Benny Rubin 


Gelden Pumpkin 
Bonnie Adair 
Marjorie & Marie 
Al Reynolds 
Maurie Sherman Or 

Grand Terrace 
Carolynne Snowden 
Vivian Brown 
Dudley Dickinson Maxine Lewis 
Earl Hines Orch Rome’ & Dunn 
Les Ambassacewrs| E & J Torrence 
George d'Arlier Irving Aaronson Or 


Columbia Wheel 














Bare Facts—Star, Brooklyn; 16, Irv- 
ing Place, New York. 

Big Rev.—L. O,:; 16, Gayety, Buffalo. 

Bohemians—L, O.; 16, Garrick, St. 
Louis. 

Facts and Figures—Gayety, 
16, Empire, Toronto, 

Flapper Follies—Central, 
16, Empire, Toronto, 

Footlight Flashes—Apollo, New York; 
16, Central, New York, 

Frivolities of 1932—Empress, 
nati; 16, L. O. 

Giggles—Star and Garter, Chicago; 16, 
yayety, Detroit. 


Detroit; 


New York; 


Cincin- 


port; 16, Apollo, New York. 


16, Route No. 1. 
Hi Ho Everybody—Gayety, 
16, Trocadero, Philadelphia. 








No Fair, but Profit 


Champaign, lll., Nov. 9. 

The Champaign County Fair as- 
sociation held no fair last year, but 
showed profit. The fairgrounds were 
rented to the state, which paid $3,- 
-08 for rent of the ground as troop 
headquarters, After payment of 
fixed charges, the association paid 
$735 upon its mortgage. 





Gabriel Seeing the Shows 
This season Gilbert Gabriel is 
covering Broadway shows in total 
for the ‘American’. Even though a 
flock of editions is missed, it was 


deemed better to put back the dead- 


Union City 
Playin’ Around—Hudson, 
16, Gayety, Brooklyn. 
Pleasure Seekers-——Gayety, 
16, Gayety, Washington. 


Union City 


Baltimore 





line for the reviews rather 
have Gabriel walk out on premieres 
@ bit after 10 o'clock. For two 
years he missed third acts and had 


+ 


© either read the scripts or learn 
rom the management what. the 


ile was all about. 


than | 


Girls From the Follies—Lyric, Bridge- 
Girls in Blue—lIrving Place, New York; 


Brooklyn; 


Hindu Belles—Plaza, Worcester; 16, 
Howard, Boston. 

Kuddling Kuties—Route No. 1; 16, 
Empire, Newark. 

Liberty Bells—Empire, Newark; 16, 
kL. O. 

London Gayety Girls—Howard, Bos- 
ton; 16, Lyric, Bridgeport. 

Nite Life in Paris—Gayety, Buffalo; 
16. Plaza, Worcester. 

Novelties of 1932—L. O.; 16, Hudson 


WILLIAMS DIES IN L. A. 
AS FILM CAREER BUILDS 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 
Robert Williams, 31, stage and 
screen actor, died at Hollywood 





Hospital Nov. 3, from _ peritonitis, 
following an emergency operation 
for appendicitis. 

Williams was rehearsing with 


Constance Bennett in “Lady With a 
Past’ at RKO-Pathe, where he was 
under contract. He was rushed to 
the hospital, but the appendix burst 
before the operaton was completed. 

Williams is survived by a nine- 
year-old daughter by his first wife, 
Marion Harris, whom he 








divorced 


several years ago. At the time of 
his death he was married to’ Nina 
Penn Williams, New York stage 


player, who was with him out here. 

Williams originally came to the 
Coast to play with Ina Claire in 
‘Rebound’ at the Belasco theatre. 
Later, when Pathe filmed it, he was 
given the same part in the picture. 
After that he went to Columbia for 
‘Piatinum Blonde.’ He also played 
in ‘Devotion.’ It was following 
‘Blonde’ that he received his Pathe 
contract, 

Williams started his theatrical 
career on a Mississippi river show- 
boat. After several years of stock 
and rep he was engaged to play 
with Marjorie Rambeau in ‘Eyes of 
Youth,’ which landed him on Broad- 


way. Following this he appeared in 
‘Sign on the Door,’ ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose,’ ‘Friendly Enemies,’ ‘Trial of 


Mary Dugan,’ ‘Scarlet Pages,’ ‘Trade 
Winds’ and ‘Rebound.’ 


Young Gilbert Duncombe 
Found Dead in Lodgings 





London, Oct. 31. 
One of the Cambridge Festiva! 
Repertory Players, Gilbert Basil 


Elliott Duncombe was found dead 
Oct. 27 in his lodgings, with a cut 
artery. 

He had bled to death. 

Two hours previously Basil had 
been playing in a repertory show 
at Cambridge. Extremely young, he 
was regarded as a promising actor, 
and had appeared at the Gate, in 
London. 





Dr. William L. Glover, 69, director 
of Emma Willard Conservatory of 
Music at Troy, died in Samaritan 
Hospital last week in Troy, follow- 
ing an auto accident. 





Academy Awards 


(Continued from page 5) 
‘Cimarron,’ ‘Criminal Code.’ ‘Holi- 
day’ and ‘Little Caesar’ among the 
competitors for the highest award. 

Originals Even 

The originals are ‘Dawn Patrol,’ 
‘Doorway to Hell,’ ‘Laughter,’ ‘Pub- 
lic Enemy’ and ‘Smart Money,’ with 
no unofficial indication. 

Interest isn’t as acute in the 
other two divisions; for art direc- 
tion and photography. On art di- 
rection contesting pictures are 
‘Cimarron,’ ‘Just Imagine,’ ‘Moroc- 
co,’ ‘Svengali’ and ‘Whoopee.’ For 
photography theme ‘Cimarron’ 
again, ‘Morocco,’ ‘Right to Love,’ 
‘Svengali’ anc ‘Tabu.’ 

Ballots are purposely devoid of 
any identification of writer, direc- 
tor or company, with the picture 
alone to determine. Actors and 
actresses are alone identified in re- 
lation to the titles. 

By the multiplicity of the entry 
of ‘Cimarron,’ it is believed this 
picture will figure in more than one 
of the eight final awards. 

Between 1,500 and 2,000 will at- 
tend the banquet in the Sala del 
Oro of the Hotel Biltmore tomor- 
row night (10) at 8 p. m. 

The newspaper publishers’ asso- 
ciation, in convention here, will fig- 
ure prominently among the invited 
guests. Many eastern execs came 
ion for the Academy dinner, plus 
the usual o. o. of the local situa- 
tion. 

Mrs. Dolly Gann, sister of Vice- 
| President Curtis, who will also be 
| pre sent, will preside as chief hostess 
|instead of any cinematic person- 











tumba Girls—Garrick, St. Louis; 16, | ality, thus eliminating an, political 
“le tao er Washing- complications locally among the 
ton; 16, Academy, Pittsburgh. film crowd. V. P. Curtis is here as 
ig emg or laa Pittsburgh lithe President’s special representa- 
’ Watson's Fun Show—Trocadero, Phil-|tive, at the specific invitation of 
adelphia; 16, Gayety, Baltimore. Louis B. Mayer, who visited Presi- 
gaa dent Hoover at the White House 
Real Names of Authors Last year’s award for the mak 
Kathleen Millay, author of “The |actor went to George Arliss for 
Beggar at the Gate,’ and sister of | ‘Disraeli.’ 
|Edna St. Vincent Millay, is Mrs Extraordinary publicity campaigi 
Howard Irving Young; Alyse | on awards was handled by Howard 
Gregory, ‘Hester Craddock,’ is Mrs. | Strickling and Arch Reeve, respec- 


‘Cheiro,’ author 


Making,’ is 


Powys; 
the 


Llewelyn 
of ‘Fate in 
} Hamon 


Louis 


~ 1 


| tive heads of Metro and Paramoun‘ 
publicity departments, with Bar- 


rett Kiesling, of Metro's press staff | Item: 


TOMMY CARROLL DIES 


Cleveland Showman Succumbs From 
Heart Attack 
Cleveland, Nov. 9. 

Tommy G. Carroll, 48, veteran 
local showman, theatre manager 
and former actor, died here Sunday 
(8) at his home from heart disease. 
Attack came while he was dining 
with relatives. 

Carroll, born in Cleveland, had, 
like his father, been in every branch 











|of show business. He started his 
llong career in vaudeville, played in 
lezit and for a couple of years was 
associated with Carl Laemmle and 
Roland West in film production 


Some 15 years ago he returned here 


lto manage the oll opera house, Mall 


| Eu ‘lid, State and uptown theatre 

| Lately he had been booking vauds 

and radio acts. | 
Funeral services were held here 

with burial in Boston. Besides a | 

sister, with whom he lived, Carrol] | 


is survived by two brothers, 
Charles and Dr. William H. Carroll. 





Tom Barry, Fox Writer, 
Dies in Hollywood Hotel 


Tom 
actor, 


Barry, 47, playwright and 
died in his suite in th 
Knickerbocker hotel in Hollywood 
last Saturday (7) of heart trouble 

Barry had written for vaude, le- 
git and screen, being attached to 
the script corps in the Fox studios 
in Los Angeles for past three years 

His family name was Hal Dona- 











hue, but assumed the Barry title 
when he became ae recognized 
writer. He once did newspaper 
work in Kansas City. Years ago 
he was associated with Joseph 
Hart (deceased) in producing 


sketches authored by Barry and in 
which he (Barry) appeared as an 
actor. He had contributed mate- 
rial for many vaude acts. His first 
stage writing was for burlesque. 

Among the plays he wrote were 
‘Courage,’ ‘Dawn,’ ‘The Immortal 
Thief,’ ‘The Upstar+*,’ which all were 
produced on Broadway. 

He had adapted plays to talkers. 
his most notable being ‘In Old Ari- 


zona,’ ‘Over the Hill’ and ‘East 
Lynne.” At his death, Mr. Barry 
was working on ‘Salome Jane.’ 


He had appeared in one film as 
a player, having a minor part in 
‘The Cisco Kid.’ ‘ 

A daughter, Patricia Barry; 
sisters and a brother survive. 


two 


Al Brandt Dead 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Albert E. Brandt, 60, comptroller 
of Columbia Pictures and brother of 
Joseph Brandt, president of the 
company, died in Hollywood Nov. 3. 
following an illness of six months. | 

He is survived by three sisters in 
addition to his brother, 





Berkeley, Cutter, Dies 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Claude Berkeley, who has been 
occupied for several years at var- 
ious studios as a film editor, died 
Nov. 6 in Hollywood after illness 
of three weeks. 

He was taken ill while employed 
at Pathe working on ‘Second Shot.’ 

3erkeley was born in Chicago, but 
had lived in Hollywood for more 
than 20 years. He is survived by 
a widow. 





FRED HUNTLY 


Hollywood, 
Frederic Huntly, 69, 
tor, died here Nov. 1, 
heart attack. 
Huntly came to Holiywood from 
the New York stage six years ago, 
but never worked in pictures. 


Nov. 9. 
retired ac- 
following a 


FILM BUYER DIES 


Joseph A. Monahan, film buyer 
formerly with Universal, died yes- 
terday (9) at his home in Teaneck 
N. J., of high blood pressure and 
heart disease. 

His widow and four children sur- 
vive. 


Charles Yorkshire, stage manager, 
dic l in the Hotel Dieu, New Or- 
leans, Nov. 2 of pneumonia follow- 


ing a short illness. Yorkshire had 
been with ‘No, No, Nanette,’ “The 


| Desert Song’ and ‘The New Moon.’ 








Thomas Franklin Bitzer, 36, 


j tor, died recently Boulder, Col 
| of heart trouble. He had appeare 
} in stock mainly in the midwest and 
} south. 

i ‘ we ror ed 


\ 


DAVE KRAUS DIES; 
PIONEER BURLESQUER 


David Kraus, 60, theatrical build- 
er, manager and producer, who had 
devoted most of his show career to 
burlesque, died suddenly at 5:30 
p. m. Nov. 2 of heart trouble at the 
home of his daughter, Mrs. Good- 
rich, in Flushing, L. I. 


Dave Kraus was born in New 
York, and started in show business 
when 15, associated with his father, 
George Kraus (deceased) when the 
latter was running Volk’s Garden 
on the Bowery. Kraus, Sr., at that 
time was active in theatre con- 
struction. He and Dave built the 
Imperial, which later became known 
as Weber and Fields Musi hall on 
Broadway. The Krauses built the 
| old Savoy in 34th street 

When the kKrauses built the 
| Dewey in 14th street Dave man- 
aged it until it was turned over to 


William Fox ona lease. Dave went 
street and managed the 
formerly Tony Pastor's, 
was taken over by the Con- 


across the 
Olympic, 
until it 


|} solidated Gas Co. 


Another Kraus-built house was 
the Gotham theatre in 125th street 
and also the Gayety, Hoboken, 
which played Columbia (old) cir- 
cuit burlesque shows for two years. 

Dave Kraus, in association with 


Charles Franklyn, produced a num- 
ber of circuit burlesque shows some 
years ago. In recent years his bur- 
lesque activities were not so marked 
with Dave promoting and building a 


new swimming pool in Flushing. 
Kraus returned to burlesque this 


season and at his 
consummated negotiations for the 
lease of the Des Arts theatre in 
Montreal, which was to play Colum- 
bia wheel shows with Tommy Con- 
way managing. 

Last Thursday week Kraus was 
around the Columbia offices most of 
the day, chatting and apparently in 
good health. 

Kraus years ago married Louise 
Raucher, then on the stage, but who 
retired. She with a daughter (Mrs. 


death had just 


Goodrich) and a brother, Samuel, 
survive. 
Mr. Kraus belonged to the Munn 


Lodge of Masons, which held serv- 
ices Nov. 4. 

The funeral was conducted from 
Gleason's funeral parlors Thursday 
morning (5) at 11 o'clock with ine 
terment in Brooklyn. 


Belayev, Russ Showman, 
Dies at 59 in Moscow 


Moscow, Oct. 19. 

Eugene A. Belayev, 59, director of 
the Nemirovitch-Deanchenko Musi- 
cal Studio and one of the beste 
known theatrical people in Russia, 
died here after a short illness on 
Oct. 17. 

Practically all showdom in Mos- 
cow turned out today for his funee 
ral. 

Belayev began his career with 
important roles in the famous Maly 
theatre of Moscow in 1893. Some 
years later he began devoting him- 
self more to direction and theatri- 
cal administration. After the revo- 
lution he became one of a group of 
showmen who helped the new gove 
ernment establish its theatrical life, 
He was put at the head of the Mu- 
sical Studio in 1928. 


FRANK P. KENNEDY 

Pepperell, Mass., Nov. 9. 
Frank P. Kennedy, 71, playwricht, 
died Oct. 30. He was born in Chi- 
cago and had resided in Pepperell 
28 years. He wrote the books for 
‘Isle of Spice,’ ‘Pair of Pinks,’ ‘Put 
Me Off at Buffalo,’ ‘Spotless Town’ 
and ‘Busy Izzy.’ 

His wife, Clara Kennedy, two 
daughters and a son, all living in 
the west, survive. 

FLORENCE GLOSSOP-HARRIS 

London, Oct. 28. 

Florence Glossop - Harris, 48, 
daughter of Sir Augustus Harris, 
famous Drury Lane impresario of a 





7 


past decade, died in London Oct. 2¢, 
She twice toured the world in 
repertory and claimed to have 


played every female part in Shakese 
peare,. 

In 19825 she divorced 
lier, the actor-manager. 


Frank Cele 


a ——— 


Lilyan Tashman Loses Sister 
Hollywood, Nov. 9. 





ac- | 


Kitty Tashman, 44, sister of Lile 
van, died here Nov. 6 after an ille 
ness of only three days. 

Body was sent east for burial 

Lilyan is there at present. 
Ss. F. Ewing, 69, owner of the Co- 
lumbia theatre, East Liverpool, O., 
i | died Nov. 3, following a four weeks’ 


ess. He leaves a widow, five 


laughters and a son. 
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UNITED ARTISTS: 
The Leader! 








